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THE  FAMILIES  GEDDIE  &  McPHAIL 

In  the  cold,  misty  reaches  of  Scandinavia  more  than 
one  thousand  years  ago,  there  was  a  man  foracious  in 
battle,  keenly  adept  in  the  use  of  a  spear.  They  called 
him  Ged,  because  the  name  for  a  spear  in  the  old  Islandic 
language  was  ‘^geddar,”  and  the  name  *'Ged”  was  derived 
from  that  old  Norse  word,  which  meant  variously  a  spear, 
or  a  pike.  ‘'Ged''  is  also  the  word  from  which  the  fish, 
the  pike,  gets  its  name.  Ultimately,  the  Norsemen  ven¬ 
tured  outside  their  fjords  and  invaded  the  islands  north 
of  Scotland,  probably  with  this  Ged,  famed  for  his  ability 
with  a  spear  or  pike,  among  them.  To  say  that  there 
might  have  been  a  Ged  with  Harold  the  Fair  when  he 
conquered  the  islands  north  of  Scotland  around  890  A.D. 
is  an  ambiguous  statement,  but  the  condition  is  just  that 
—  ambiguous.  It  is  easy  to  assume,  and  it  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  disprove;  therefore,  the  statement 
stands  until  corrected  by  someone  with  better  facts  to 
present.  There  might  even  have  been  a  Ged  in  the  Vik¬ 
ing  raids  upon  the  coasts  at  Moray  in  798  A.D.  or  in  802 
A.D.,  or  even  in  806  A.D.  when  the  Vikings  conquered 
nad  ravaged  Iona.  Who  is  to  say  that  there  was  not  a 
Ged  among  the  Norsemen  who  accompanied  Thorstein  the 
Red  in  conquering  ancient  Morayshire?  Ultimately,  one 
of  these  men  by  the  name  of  Ged  was  trapped  by  civili¬ 
zation  for,  undoubtedly,  he  met  some  winsome  Scots  lass 
who  held  a  far  greater  attraction  to  him  than  the  life  of 
the  Nordic  raider,  and  he  settled  somewhere  along  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  perhaps  in  Morayshire,  to  become  the 
progenitor  of  all  the  Geddies  in  the  world  today.  The 
first  child  of  this  Ged  was  named  Gedy,  the  -y  meaning 
son  of  Ged.  With  the  eclipse  of  time,  the  original  name 
expanded  into  Gedye,  Geddye,  and  thence  into  Geddie,  as 
it  has  been  spelled  since  before  1600. 

On  the  name  “Geddie",  Dr.  George  Fraser  Black  (Ph.D.) 
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writes  on  page  294  of  his  “Surnames  of  Scotland “Ged- 
die:  A  family  of  this  name  was  long  connected  with  the 
district  of  Essil.  John  Gedy,  Abbot  of  Arbroath,  was  pro¬ 
minently  associated  with  the  first  formation  of  a  harbor 
at  Arbroath  in  1394  (RAA  II,  p.  40-42).  The  agreement 
between  him  and  the  burgesses  of  the  town  is  perhaps  the 
most  curious  and  interesting  of  the  records  of  harbor  mak¬ 
ing  and  also  voluntary  taxation  in  Scotland.^' 

In  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  Vol.  XXI,  p. 
105,  there  is  a  further  reference  to  this  John  Gedy  (or 
Geddie)  : 

“Gedy,  John  (fl.  1370)  Abbot  of  Arbroath,  the  worthy 
Abbot  of  Aberbrothock  of  Southey’s  Tnchcape  Bell’  was 
in  office  in  1370  when  he  entered  into  an  engagement  re¬ 
garding  the  judge  or  doomster  of  the  regality.  His  seal 
is  appended  to  the  act  of  parliament  which  regulated  the 
successor  to  the  crown  in  1371.  The  contract  between 
him  and  the  burgesses  of  Arbroath  dated  April  2,  1394, 
sets  forth  that  on  account  of  innumerable  losses  and  vexa¬ 
tions  suffered  for  want  of  a  port,  the  Abbot  and  convent 
shall  make  and  maintain  at  their  expense,  in  the  best 
situation,  a  safe  harbour  for  the  burgh.  The  burgesses 
engage,  on  the  other  hand,  to  clear  away  the  stones  and 
sand,  to  execute  other  parts  of  the  work,  and  to  provide 
a  certain  portion  of  the  tools  required.  The  burgesses 
agree  to  pay  to  the  Abbot  yearly  on  the  completion  of 
the  work  three  pennies  sterling  from  each  rood  of  land 
within  the  burgh  in  addition  to  three  pennies  then  paid 
the  pope’s  bull.”  Conferring  on  the  Abbot  the  privilege 
of  wearing  the  Mitred  Crown  and  fortified  vestments  was 
dated  July  6,  1396. 

“The  Inchcape  Rock,”  a  poem  by  Robert  Southey  is 
based  on  a  legend  of  the  dangerous  Inchcape  Rock  in  the 
North  Sea.  The  Abbot  of  Aberbrothok  placed  a  bell  on 
a  buoy  to  mark  the  position  of  the  rock  when  the  waves 
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covered  it,  but  a  roving  pirate  cut  away  the  bell.  The 
poem  tells  of  the  fate  that  overtook  him  a  year  later  on 
the  very  same  rock.  The  Abbot  referred  to  was  Abbot 
John  Gedy. 

From  this  earliest  reference,  on  record,  to  a  Geddie,  the 
name  grew  and  spread  over  Scotland,  and  the  entire  world. 
There  are  today  Geddies,  and  their  descendants,  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  New  Zealand,  South  Africa,  N.  Rhodesia,  Nyasaland, 
United  States,  and  many  other  places. 

In  the  “Commissariat  Record  of  St.  Andrews,  Fife, 
Register  of  Testaments  1549-1800,  edited  by  the  Scottish 
Records  Society  under  direction  of  Francis  J.  Grant,  there 
are  a  number  of  Geddies  mentioned : 

Agnes  Geddie  in  1597,  Andrew  Geddie,  1598,  Patrick 
Geddie,  1656,  David  Geddie,  St.  Andrews,  1616,  Catharine 
Geddie,  St.  Andrews,  1656,  David  Geddie,  Ceres,  Scotland, 
1600,  Helen  Geddie,  Coupar,  Fife,  Scotland,  1596,  and 
others  including  Geddies  with  forenames  of  Helen,  1653, 
Isabel,  1641,  James,  a  merchant,  1684,  James,  a  bailie,  1717 
James,  a  merchant  and  bailie,  1751,  James,  1615,  Janet, 
1617,  John  1551,  John,  1627,  John  Geddie  of  St.  Nicholas 
and  son,  Charles,  1690-93,  Margaret,  1606,  Michael,  a 
bailie  at  St.  Andrews,  1662,  Michael,  a  cooper,  1706,  Rob¬ 
ert,  a  minister,  1676,  Thomas,  1592,  William,  mariner, 
1596,  William,  merchant,  1651,  William,  baxter,  1618,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Dean  of  Guild,  1651,  and  William,  merchant  and  a 
bailie,  1769. 

Most  of  the  Geddies  found  in  Scotland  from  the  end  of 
the  16th  century  to  the  middle  of  the  18th  century  were 
from  Fife,  and  Morayshire,  Scotland.  Their  names  were 
the  same  as  ours  are  today,  James,  John,  Thomas,  William, 
Robert,  etc.  They  were  ship’s  captains,  ministers,  baxters, 
merchants,  farmers  just  as  we  are  today.  Several  Ged¬ 
dies  held  civic  posts,  some  were  bailies,  provosts  (mayors) 
—  city  government  jobs. 
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Whether  the  family  of  Geddie  had  its  Scots  origin  in  the 
county  of  Moray  or  that  of  Fife  is  and  will  continue  to 
be  unknown,  in  all  probability,  unless  some  unique  and 
impossible  archaeological  discovery  comes  to  light.  The 
Geddies  of  Moray  seem  inclined  to  believe  that  Geddies 
heralded  originally  from  Fife  in  Scotland.  Those  of  Fife 
seem  to  think  their  ancestors  came  from  up  north.  Fife 
or  Moray  are  equally  logical  places  to  credit  the  origin, 
since  the  Norseman  invaded  both  areas  and  since  it  has 
been  stated  that  the  name  Geddie  is  of  Nordic  origin.  It 
is  certain  that  Geddies  were  present  in  both  Fife  and 
Moray  in  the  1500^s  and  IGOO^s. 

If  the  Geddies  came  originally  from  Fife,  it  may  have 
been  via  the  route  of  Pluscarden,  a  benedictine  Priory 
six  miles  southwest  of  Elgin,  the  county  seat  of  Moray¬ 
shire.  Founded  in  1230,  Pluscarden  was  united  with  the 
Priory  of  Urquhart  in  1454  under  the  control  of  Dum- 
fernline  Abbey,  which  is  located  in  Fife.  Archibald  Ged¬ 
die,  servitor  to  the  Bishop  of  Moray  in  1582  may  have 
come  from  Fife,  and  so  too  may  have  come  the  James 
Geddie  who  in  1582  with  his  wife  Jonette  Davidson  were 
given  a  charter  by  Alexander,  Prior  of  Pluscarden,  to  10 
acres  of  the  town  and  lands  of  Urquhart,  the  parish  that 
contains  the  towns  of  Garmouth  and  Kingston-on-Spey, 
the  former  over  a  thousand  years  old,  and  the  latter  found¬ 
ed  in  1784. 

Other  notable  Geddies  during  the  1500's  and  1600's 
were:  James  Geddie,  George  Buchanan’s  secretary.  He 
was  alive  in  1581  and  is  mentioned  by  William  Fowler 
in  his  “Answer  to  Hamilton.” 

John  Geddie,  got  a  patent  from  the  king  (James  VI) 
for  a  syphon  to  take  water  out  of  wells  and  coal  pits, 
around  1580. 

James  Geddie  —  and  here’s  one  we  oftentimes,  all  of 
us,  take  after:  Courts  fool  in  1565.  The  Accounts  of  the 
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Lord  High  Treasurer  of  Scotland  contains  an  item  for 
red  and  yellow  breeches  for  James  Geddie,  Fool.  In  May, 
1567,  is  (another  item  for  white  cloth  for  a  pair  of  short 
hose  and  shoes  for  the  same  fool.  The  queen  to  whom 
this  fool  may  have  belonged  was  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
or  the  queen  mother,  Mary  of  Guise.  Although  he  was 
a  court’s  fool,  today  he  would  have  been  another  Bob  Hope, 
Red  Skelton,  etc.  Court  fools  were  smart  people.  They 
had  to  be. 

John  Geddie,  was  a  missionary  to  the  South  Seas,  dur¬ 
ing  the  19th  century.  When  he  went  to  a  South  Pacific 
Island,  there  were  only  cannibals  and  head-hunters.  When 
he  left,  there  were  only  Christians.  On  Prince  Edward’s 
Island,  Nova  Scotia,  there  is  a  church  dedicated  to  his 
memory,  a  Presbyterian  church  he  helped  to  build  to  train 
missionaries  who  went  out  to  follow  him  to  the  South 
Pacific.  He  left  Banff,  Scotland,  and  went  to  Canada, 
and  then  into  the  mission  field.  Somewhere  in  the  South 
Pacific,  on  some  island  today,  there  is  a  monument  to  him. 
Rev.  John  Geddie  was  bom  in  1815  and  died  in  1872.  G. 
Patterson  wrote  a  book,  published  in  Canada  in  1882  and 
now  long  out  of  print,  entitled:  '‘Missionary  Life  Among 
the  Cannibals:  Being  the  life  of  Rev.  John  Geddie.” 
John  Geddie  was  born  in  Scotland,  went  to  Nova  Scotia 
when  young,  and  was  educated  at  Pictou  Academy.  He 
was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Pictou  in  1837  and  for 
seven  years  was  in  charge  of  a  church  on  Prince  Edward 
Island.  In  1845  he  was  sent  as  a  missionary  to  New  Heb¬ 
rides,  and  there  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  Victoria,  Australia,  on  Dec.  14,  1872. 

Another  Geddie,  John  or  William,  invented  a  form  of 
beehive  and  was  granted  by  the  king  the  lease  of  an  island 
in  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  try  it  out  in  the  17th  century. 

In  other  references,  we  find  Andrew  Geddie,  a  seaman 
in  Fisherrow.  .  .  .  Elizabeth) Geddie,  spouse  to  the  deceased 
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William  Reid,  journeyman  wright,  and  late  indweller  in 
Stanlaws  Close,  Edinburgh,  and  lawful  daughter  of  the 
deceased  Charles  Geddie,  sometime  goal-grieve  to  Earle- 
shall.  Par.,  Cameron,  Fifeshire  .  .  .  Michael  Geddie,  skip¬ 
per  in  St.  Andrews,  August  30,  1706  ..  .  Marion  Miller, 
relict  of  Andrew  Geddie,  seaman,  March  28,  1740  ..  .  David 
Geddie,  in  Hiltaissis,  Parish  of  Ceres,  in  Fife,  Jan.  24, 
1604  .  .  .  James  Geddie,  in  Schawsmylne,  parish  of  Rich- 
arton  in  Cunningham,  sheriff  of  Ayr,  1601  .  .  .  John  Ged¬ 
die,  merchant,  January  19,  1604  .  .  .  Robert  Geddie,  mer¬ 
chant  and  burgess  of  Ayr,  Dec.  23,  1608  .  .  .  These  from 
the  Commissariat  Records  of  Edinburgh,  1601-1700,  Scot’s 
Record  Society. 

Sometime  around  1772,  James  Daniel  Geddie,  with  two 
brothers,  probably  Thomas  and  John  Geddie,  left  Scotland 
in  a  sailing  ship  along  with  Isabella  McPhail  and  her  two 
brothers,  Dougald  and  Daniel  and  a  number  of  Maxwells. 
They  set  sail  for  the  Cape  Fear  district  of  North  Carolina, 
to  which  so  many  Scotsmen  had  gone  during  the  years 
between  1763  and  1775.  During  this  period  more  than 
20,000  Scotsmen  came  to  America,  the  forefather  of  the 
United  States  Geddies  among  them.  At  this  writing,  the 
descendents  of  this  one  James  Daniel  Geddie  less  than  200 
years  later  fill  a  sheet  of  paper  60  feet  long  and  42  inches 
wide. 

Around  1879,  another  exodus  of  Geddies  from  Scotland 
came  when  James  Geddie,  shipbuilder,  took  his  nine  sons 
to  East  London,  South  Africa,  where  today  there  is  a  large 
colony  of  Geddies.  Geddies  ventured  to  Sumatra  —  An¬ 
drew  Geddie  and  his  brother  Alexander  were  rubber  plant¬ 
ers  there.  Dr.  William  Stewart  Geddie  went  to  Australia, 
and  his  son  George,  after  service  in  World  War  I,  emigrat¬ 
ed  to  Brooklyn,  New  York ;  and  so,  though  the  family  may 
be  a  small  one,  in  terms  of  Smiths  and  Jones,  it  has  en¬ 
circled  the  entire  globe.  Douglas  Geddie  emigrated  to 
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New  Zealand ;  and  George  A.  Geddie  and  his  nephew, 
George,  went  from  Scotland  to  South  Australia. 

A  roll  of  continuous  paper  sixty  feet  long  and  forty- 
two  inches  wide  was  required  to  record  the  marriages  and 
offspring  of  the  Geddies  mentioned  in  this  book,  and  no 
space  was  left  unmarked.  Information  for  this  family 
tree  was  gathered  over  a  period  of  23  years,  and  will  be 
found  in  the  second  section  of  this  book.  All  the  Geddies 
to  whom  the  writer  has  written,  or  contacted  by  other 
means,  have  been  most  helpful.  Henry  Clay  Geddie,  a 
great  uncle  of  the  writer,  was  the  inspiration  for  it  all, 
with  his  tireless  help,  his  encouragement,  his  long,  long 
letters  about  events  and  personalities  in  the  Geddie  family; 
and  great  assistance  was  given  by  Lela  Geddie,  Minnie 
Geddie  Lambeth,  Laura  Richardson,  Jennie  Bell  (McPhaiD 
Sexton,  especially  John  Liddell  Geddie,  of  Edinburgh,  Scot¬ 
land,  a  wonderful  and  tireless  correspondent  and  Grace 
Geddie  Whitfield  of  East  London,  So.  Africa.  Letters 
from  all  over  the  world  have  poured  into  the  writer  with 
bits  of  information  so  that  here  the  bits  are  put  together 
in  form  of  a  book  for  the  pleasure  of  all  Geddies  and  Mc- 
Phails  everywhere.  Letters  from  South  Africa,  from  Dur¬ 
ban,  Natal,  from  Northern  Rhodesia,  from  England,  from 
most  of  the  Southern  United  States  have  aided  the  writer. 
The  writer  here  extends  his  thanks  to  everyone  who  has 
contributed  even  one  name  or  one  parcel  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  contained  herein. 

The  first  Geddie  in  the  United  States  was  James  Daniel 
Geddie,  who  married  Isabella  McPhail,  both  of  whom  came 
from  Scotland  around  1772.  James  Daniel  may  have  had 
two  brothers,  and  if  he  did  have,  they  were  John  Geddie 
and  Thomas  Geddie.  John  Geddie  is  listed  in  colonial 
records  of  the  United  States  and  was  extremely  active  in 
political  and  governmental  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  North  Carolina  Assembly  which  ratified  the  action  of 
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the  Continental  Congress,  and  also  the  action  taken  fol¬ 
lowing  taxation  on  Boston  tea.  He  was  a  colonel  in  the 
North  Carolina  line  of  volunteers  which  served  under  Gen¬ 
eral  '‘Swamp  Fox”  Marion  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of  North  Carolina.  He  was 
listed  in  Colonial  records  as  being  from  Halifax  district, 
and  may  not  even  be  related  to  the  aforementioned  James 
Daniel  Geddie,  but  legend  has  it  that  James  Daniel  came 
with  two  of  his  brothers.  No  descendants  have  been  found 
for  John  Geddie.  The  other,  Thomas  Geddie,  from  the  bor¬ 
der  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  was  a  longtime 
Revolutionary  War  soldier  of  the  North  Carolina  Continen¬ 
tal  line,  who  fought  during  the  revolution  and  re-enlisted 
after  it  was  over.  Whatever  happened  to  the  descendants  of 
these  two  noteworthy  Geddies  is  shrouded  in  the  mysteries 
of  the  past  —  nothing  is  more  mysterious  than  the  geneal¬ 
ogical  past.  However  it  may  have  been,  now  long  lost  to 
posterity  and  known  only  to  Him  above,  James  Daniel  Ged¬ 
die  did  marry  Isabella  McPhail,  and  she  did  have  two 
brothers,  Dougald  and  Daniel.  Dougald  is  the  progenitor 
of  all  the  McPhails  of  Van  Zandt  County,  Texas,  and  those 
of  North  Carolina  and  all  those  descended  from  them. 
Daniel  McPhail  accepted  land,  as  did  everyone  else  from 
the  King,  with  this  exception:  When  the  Revolutionary 
War  came,  he  refused  to  fight  on  the  grounds  he  would 
not  fight  a  man  who  gave  him  land.  An  imposter,  repre¬ 
senting  himself  as  a  tax  collector  of  the  king,  confronted 
Daniel  McPhail,  forced  him  into  a  fight,  and  Daniel  Mc¬ 
Phail  killed  him.  Daniel  disappeared  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Some  say  he  went  to  Canada  and  changed  his  name. 
No  one  knows.  No  one  ever  shall. 

James  Daniel  Geddie's  occupation  in  the  United  States 
was  that,  undoubtedly,  of  a  planter,  as  they  were  known 
in  yesteryear,  but  in  modern  terms,  he  was  a  farmer. 
He,  also,  legend  has  it,  knew  the  cooper  trade.  It  is  at 
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this  juncture  that  the  writer  is  almost  positive  that  there 
is  a  distinct  relationship  between  this  James  Daniel  Ged- 
die  and  the  Geddies  of  Morayshire,  Scotland,  the  sailing- 
ship  builders,  the  coopers  for  fishers  of  the  River  Spey 
and  others,  who  needed  barrels  in  which  to  ship  their  fish. 
Nonetheless,  this  James  Daniel  Geddie  who  married  Isa¬ 
bella  McPhail  is  the  progenitor  of  most  of  the  Geddies,  if 
not  all  of  them  (except  the  colored  ones  who  descend  from 
slaves  who  took  the  name  Geddie  on  being  made  free  after 
the  Civil  War)  in  the  continental  United  States.  James 
Daniel  Geddie  fought  in  the  North  Carolina  militia  during 
the  revolutionary  war.  He  is  listed  in  Soldiers  of  North 
Carolina  in  the  American  Revolution  compiled  by  the 
North  Carolina  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Republic.  Testimony  to  this  fact  lies  today  in  the  vouch¬ 
ers  in  Box  B-1,  The  Comptrollers  Office,  North  Carolina 
State  Archives,  Voucher  No.  1587  lists  James  Daniel  Ged¬ 
die  and  indicates  he  was  paid  for  his  services. 

James  Daniel  had  several  sons  and  some  daughters.  The 
daughters  names  have  been  lost  in  matrimony,  except  one 
who  married  Alexander  McAllister,  and  Elizabeth  who 
married  Alexander  McKeithan,  but  the  sons  were  John  — 
called  “Big  John*^  because  he  weighed  as  much  as  350 
pounds  and  was  an  exceedingly  stout  man,  boasting  he 
could  out- wrestle  any  man  in  North  Carolina;  Thomas, 
or  just  plain  “Tom,”  the  great  great  grandfather  of  the 
writer;  Alexander,  who  also  spawned  several  sons,  one  of 
whom  was  also  Alexander  and  who  fought  in  two  Indian 
wars,  one  of  them  the  Seminole  War,  James  Daniel  II 
(Jr.),  and  Dougald. 

Big  John’s  offspring  were  Christian  Geddie,  who  mar¬ 
ried  the  son  of  James  Daniel  II,  Robert  Alexander  Geddie, 
her  first  cousin,  and  moved  to  Arkansas,  Dougald  Geddie 
who  married  Sarah  Baker,  Daniel  Geddie  who  married 
Elizabeth  McPhail,  Catherine  Geddie  who  married  Hay- 
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wood  Gainey,  James  Alexander  Geddie,  who  married  Mary 
Margaret  McPhail,  and  together  with  his  brothers-in-law 
Thomas  and  Archibald  McPhail,  left  North  Carolina  March 
22,  1850,  headed  West  in  covered  wagons.  They  paused  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama  to  say  “howdy’'  to  first  cousins  pre¬ 
ceding  them  there,  and  stopped  in  Mississippi  one  year 
to  make  a  crop,  and  then  on  to  Van  Zandt  County,  Texas, 
where  they  settled  on  farms  near  Owlet  Green.  They 
reared  a  large  family.  The  writer  is  in  possession  of  a 
packet  of  old  letters  written  back  to  relatives  in  North 
Carolina,  by  the  courtesy  of  Lela  Geddie,  the  descendant 
of  the  Geddies  to  whom  the  letters  were  addressed.  Then 
Alexander  Geddie,  to  continue  with  Big  John’s  progeny, 
who  married  Mary  McLamb,  and  John  “Jack”  Geddie, 
who  married  Janet  Gainey.  John  “Jack”  Geddie  had  sev¬ 
eral  sons,  Hugh  McDuffie  Geddie,  one  time  sheriff  of 
Cumberland  County,  N.  C.,  who  served  in  the  Civil  War 
(Moore’s  Register  of  North  Carolina  troops  in  the  War 
Between  the  States),  Joseph  Carson  Geddie  who  served 
in  Co.  I,  51st  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Confederate  States 
Army,  and  others.  For  complete  offspring  of  these  Ged¬ 
dies,  see  the  genealogy. 

Alexander  Geddie,  another  son  of  this  first  James  Daniel 
was  born  August  25,  1792,  and  married  Anna  McMillan. 
His  sons  were  Alexander  Geddie  who  fought  in  the  Semi¬ 
nole  War,  in  other  Indian  wars,  and  in  the  War  Between 
The  States,  Daniel  Geddie  who  married  Sallie  Oliver, 
James  Geddie;  and  by  a  second  marriage  after  his  first 
wife  died,  he  fathered  Joel  Geddie  and  several  daughters. 
Again,  see  the  genealogy  for  details. 

Thomas,  the  great  great  grandfather  of  the  writer,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  sometime  around  1790.  At  the 
time  that  one  of  his  sons  was  12  years  old,  Tom  left  for 
the  Tombigbee  county  of  Alabama,  the  area  around  the 
present  site  of  Havana,  Alabama.  In  those  days  before 
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the  Civil  War,  this  was  the  absolute  frontier,  with  savage 
Indians  lurking  in  the  edges  of  the  forests.  The  year  was 
around  1824.  Tom  Geddie  had  married  Marron  Mac- 
Dougall,  a  Scots  lass  whom  he  courted  by  swimming  the 
Cape  Fear  River  in  North  Carolina,  wadding  his  clothes 
into  a  ball  on  his  head  as  he  crossed.  Marron,  legend  has 
it,  was  born  in  a  “Scots  Colony’’  in  Cuba  around  1790. 
No  one  in  recent  times  has  ever  heard  of  this  Scots  Colony. 
It  could  be  that  it  was  simply  a  temporary  stopping  over 
place  for  the  Scotsmen  who  came  to  America  during  this 
period.  However,  when  she  was  a  grown  woman  she  was 
in  North  Carolina,  among  her  kin.  Tom’s  sons  were  Buck, 
Tom,  Hiram  and  James  Alexander  Geddie,  born  1812,  who 
followed  his  father  to  Alabama  after  he  had  reached  “age.” 
He  was  apprenticed  to  Thomas  McPhail,  to  learn  the  coop¬ 
er  trade,  and  later  stayed  with  his  Uncle  Big  John  Geddie, 
from  whom  he  got  leather  to  make  his  first  pair  of  shoes. 
James  Alexander  Geddie  stopped  in  Sumter  County,  Ala¬ 
bama,  married  Elizabeth  Beggs,  a  Scotch-Irish  woman 
born  in  an  Irish  colonly  in  Havana,  Ala.,  in  1849,  raised 
a  family,  including  the  writer’s  grandfather,  and  then  in 
1869  went  overland  in  covered  wagons  to  Van  Zandt  Coun¬ 
ty,  near  Owlet  Green.  He  settled  on  a  farm  next  to  his 
first  cousin  by  the  same  name,  James  Alexander  Geddie, 

son  of  Big  John. 

Buck  died  as  a  boy.  Hiram  married  and  reared  a  family 
who  boarded  a  federal  gunboat  at  the  end  of  the  civil  war 
to  go  to  Louisiana.  No  one  ever  has  heard  from  the  family 
again.  It  is  said  he  died  along  with  all  his  family  in  the 
yellow  fever  epidemic  in  New  Orleans  following  the  civil 
war.  Tom’s  descendants  live  in  Alabama,  but  no  connec¬ 
tion  has  been  made  with  present  day  Geddies. 

James  Daniel  II  (Jr.)  had  several  sons  and  daughters, 
among  them  William  McPhail  Geddie,  one  of  whose  sons, 
Wm.  McPhail,  Jr.,  was  killed  in  the  civil  war  and  no  trace 
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of  him  was  ever  found,  and  another  Gabriel  Geddie,  was 
wounded  at  McKenicksville  during  the  Civil  War  on  June 
26,  1862,  and  died  at  the  Central  Depot  Hospital  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  on  July  8,  1862.  James  Daniel,  father  of 
Will  E.  Geddie,  Jeannette,  Bennett,  Dougald  Alexander, 
w^ere  Wm.  McPhaiFs  other  children.  Other  children  of 
James  Daniel  II  (Jr.),  were  John  Geddie,  who  went  to 
Alabama,  and  had  several  children.  His  wife  died  and 
he  died  soon  after,  and  his  children  were  scattered  to 
the  four  winds,  assimilated  into  the  population  without 
knowledge  of  their  forebears.  One  of  John^s  children 
was  Daniel  Marion  Geddie  who  tried  to  come  to  Texas 
with  the  writer's  great  grandfather,  James  A.  Geddie. 
One  of  James  A's  sons,  Allen  Thomas  Geddie,  remained 
mad  about  the  fact  that  his  father  took  Daniel  Marion 
back  until  the  day  he  died.  Other  children  of  James 
Daniel  Jr.  were  Elizabeth,  Thomas  Geddie,  Robert  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie,  Gabried  Geddie  (the  only  Geddie  who 
ever  got  rich  —  was  a  very  successful  businessman  and 
land  owner  in  Alabama,  who  lived  like  a  miser  and  had 
little  to  do  with  other  people) ,  and  James  Daniel  III. 

Dougald  Geddie,  who  married  Sallie  Phares,  also  was 
undoubtedly  a  son  of  James  Daniel  I,  because  in  a  letter 
written  in  1869,  he  is  referred  to  as  ‘‘Old  Uncle  Duggle 
who  is  too  feeble  hardly  to  move."  The  writer's  great 
grandfather  also  had  an  “uncle  Dougald"  and  this  would 
have  made  him  the  son  of  the  first  Geddie. 

For  the  offspring  of  these  Geddies,  see  the  genealogy. 

John  McPhail  Geddie  was  a  grandson  of  Big  John  Ged¬ 
die,  and  the  son  of  Daniel  Geddie  and  Elizabeth  McPhail. 
He  served  a  number  of  years  ^  in  the  State  Senate  of  North 
Carolina.  Always  a  Democrat,  he  deflected  slightly  only 
once,  in  1896,  when  the  Populists,  Democrats  and  Republi¬ 
cans  all  held  their  senatorial  conventions  to  nominate  a 
state  senator  in  Fayetteville  on  the.  same  day.  The  Popu- 
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lists,  knowing  of  John^s  slight  deflection,  nominated  him 
for  the  place  on  their  ticket.  The  Democrats,  hearing  of 
it,  also  nominated  him,  refusing  to  concede  that  he  had 
left  the  party.  Not  to  be  outdone,  the  Republicans  also 
nominated  him  as  a  candidate  on  their  ticket.  So,  he  was 
candidate  for  State  Senator  on  the  tickets  of  three  parties 
at  the  same  time.  Of  course,  he  was  elected!  Looking 
back  on  the  experience,  John  McPhail  Geddie  told  the  great 
uncle  of  the  writer,  Henry  Clay  Geddie,  in  1901  that  “The 
Populists  sold  out  from  under  me,  I  could  not  work  with 
the  Republicans,  and  had  to  fall  back  on  the  Democrats 
after  all!”  John  McPhail  Geddie  was  also  a  Methodist 
preacher. 

John  McPhail  Geddie  had  a  brother,  a  well  known  Metho¬ 
dist  minister  in  North  Carolina,  Rev.  Daniel  Clark  Geddie, 
who  passed  away  Jan.  30,  1913,  leaving  his  wife  and  a  large 
family  of  five  girls  and  four  boys.  His  wife,  Leanna  Max¬ 
well  Geddie  passed  her  90th  birthday  just  prior  to  the 
writing  of  this  manuscript.  Among  his  children  are:  Dr. 
Kenneth  Baxter  Geddie,  M.  D.,  a  pediatrician  in  High 
Point,  North  Carolina,  who  was  educated  at  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity,  University  of  North  Carolina,  University  of  Virginia 
and  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  specializing 
in  pediatrics  in  Mayo  Clinic;  Hendrix  Rone  Geddie,  grad¬ 
uate  of  Duke  University,  civil  engineer,  who  was  in  gov¬ 
ernment  service  a  number  of  years  building  runways  for 
airfields,  and  now  is  with  the  engineering  department  of 
the  North  Carolina  Highway  Department;  Rowland  Hill 
Geddie,  valedictorian  graduate  of  high  school  at  the  age 
of  15,  graduate  of  University  of  North  Carolina  in  elec¬ 
trical  engineering,  and  now  personnel  director  for  the 
Southern  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  during 
World  War  II,  he  was  a  Lt.  Colonel  in  the  Army;  Ruth 
Geddie,  who  was  married  to  John  T.  Hatcher,  was  a  school 
teacher  and  her  husband  was  a  principal  for  30  years; 
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Grace  Geddie  was  married  to  A.  W.  Baldwin,  the  registrar 
of  deeds  in  Whiteville,  N.  C. ;  Daniel  Maxwell  Geddie  is 
with  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  in  Tampa,  Florida; 
Janie  Elizabeth  married  T.  R.  Koonce;  Leanna  Douglas 
and  Olive  Sangster  Geddie  are  unmarried. 

To  his  children.  Rev.  Daniel  Clark  Geddie  was  a  loving 
and  kind  father,  but  a  strict  disciplinarian  when  it  came 
to  regular  attendance  at  school  and  church.  Although  he 
was  a  circuit  rider  and  served  six  or  seven  churches  at 
the  same  time,  and  oftentimes  was  away  from  home,  his 
children  knew  he  was  head  of  the  family. 

He  insisted  on  good  behavior  and  promptness.  Many 
times  his  family  were  the  only  ones  present  at  prayer 
meeting  during  the  middle  of  the  week.  At  such  times, 
it  was  a  family  thing  for  him  to  say  ‘^All  right.  Little 
Ruthie,  play,”  referring  to  Ruth  Geddie,  his  daughter,  who 
was  married  to  J.  T.  Hatcher. 

Once,  when  an  unusually  heavy  snow  fell  in  a  small 
town  which  Rev.  Geddie  served  as  minister,  the  local  school 
teacher  was  seen  plodding  through  the  snowdrifts  on  his 
way  to  school.  A  citizen  asked  him  where  he  was  going; 
surely,  not  the  school  on  a  day  “like  this.  There  won't 
be  a  soul  there.”  The  school  teacher  didn't  crack  a  smile 
when  he  said :  “The  Geddies  will  be  there !”  And,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ruth  Geddie  Hatcher,  they  were! 

John  McPhail  Geddie's  son,  Edgar  Chestnut  Geddie,  ran 
for  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Cumerland  County  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket.  It  was  to  no  avail.  When  Hoover  was 
elected  president,  he  was  named  United  States  marshall 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  North  Carolina.  With  the 
election  of  Roosevelt,  a  new  marshall  was  named.  A  sales¬ 
man  came  into  the  office  one  day  and  asked  if  the  new 
marshall  were  there.  Edgar  told  him  he  was  not  and  of¬ 
fered  his  services.  The  salesman  commented  that  he  just 
wanted  to  sell  the  new  marshall  a  portrait  of  President 
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Roosevelt.  Edgar  bought  the  photograph,  and  put  it  on 
the  new  marshalFs  desk  with  the  comment:  “He's  my 
President,  too." 

Then,  there  was  a  Jack  Geddie  in  Alabama  in  mid 
1800’s  who  was  noted  for  his  colorful  “cussing.”  One 
day  he  got  mad  at  a  colored  man  and  “cussed”  him  out. 
Right  in  the  middle  of  it,  he  went  into  the  house,  sat  down 
on  the  bed  and;  fell  over  dead.  His  brother  Alex,  accord¬ 
ing  to  legend,  always  answered  questions  “yea,”  or  “nay.” 
One  cold  day,  with  the  ground  frozen,  snow  falling,  and 
a  slow  freezing  mist  covering  ground  and  trees  with  ice, 
Alex  got  tired  of  being, cooped  up  in  the  house  with  every¬ 
one  else,  and  stepped  outside.  He  began  to  walk  around. 
In  his  path  was  an  almost  unnoticeable  swell  in  the  ground, 
and  as  he  passed  over  it  his  feet  went  out  from  under 
him.  He  fell  heavily  to  the  ground.  He  got  up,  said  not 
a  word,  and  continued  his  walk.  Everyone  in  the  house 
was  watching  him.  He  passed  over  the  swell  in  the 
ground  and  his  feet  went  out  from  under  him  again. 
He  said  nothing,  got  up,  just  as  though  he  did  not 
know  the  spot  of  ground  existed,  and  walked  over  it 
again.  This  time  he  fell  especially  hard,  flat  on  his  back. 
He  rose  to  a  sitting  position,  sat  still  in  the  ice  and  falling 
snow  and  freezing  mist,  and  as  though  talking  to  himself, 
said,  in  a  loud  voice:  “I  wish  my  gawdalmighty  blankety 
blank  leg  had  broke  right  square  in  two,  and  one  end  stuck 
in  the  ground  and  the  other  in  my  body,  and  see  if  that 
would  keep  me  on  my  damned  feet !” 

When  gold  was  discovered  in  California,  James  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie,  the  great  grandfather  of  the  writer,  was 
operating  a  wagon  factory  in  Havana,  Alabama.  He  was 
building  wagons  for  those  venturing  west  to  Texas,  main¬ 
ly,  but  one  special  job  he  was  assigned  to  do  in  1850  was 
to  build  a  conestoga  wagon  of  special  requirements  to  go 
all  the  way  to  California.  He  built  the  wagon  in  Sumter 


17 


County.  The  wagon  made  it  through  in  good  shape,  and 
for  twenty  five  years  kept  going  in  all  kinds  of  service. 
Twenty-^five  years  later,  around  1st  of  January  1875,  the 
wagon  was  driven  into  a  wagon  repair  shop  which  the 
writer’s  great  grandfather  operated  in  Garden  Valley,  on 
the  line  of  Smith  and  Van  Zandt  Counties,  Texas.  The 
wagon  needed  only  minor  repairs,  and  was  identified  by 
the  writer’s  great  grandfather  by  private  marks  he  had 
placed  on  it  when  he  built  it  in  Alabama.  This  same  James 
Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  Tom  Geddie,  and  grandson  of 
the  first  James  Daniel  Geddie  who  came  over  from  Scot¬ 
land  was  mustered  into  service  on  June  2,  1846  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  served  in  Company  A,  1st  Regiment,  Alabama  Infan¬ 
try,  commanded  by  Col.  John  R.  Coffey,  in  the  War  with 
Mexico.  He  was  discharged  October  29,  1846,  in  Mata- 
moras,  Mexico.  He  described  in  detail  to  his  son,  Henry 
Clay  Geddie,  the  ordeal  of  returning  home  aboard  an  un¬ 
healthy,  unsanitary  troop  ship,  and  of  the  crowded  and 
filthy  conditions. 

James  Alexander  lived  with  his  Uncle  Big  John  until 
around  1833.  Big  John  was  then  in  his  prime.  He  pulled 
any  man  in  the  whole  country  under  the  handspike,  that 
is,  rolling  logs.  He  threw  a  200-pound  colored  man  against 
the  fence  and  broke  his  thigh  in  a  wrestling  match.  He 
died  when  he  was  59  years  old  from  fatty  degeneration 
of  the  heart. 

The  wife  of  James  Alexander  Geddie,  the  writer’s  great 
grandfather,  was  Elizabeth  Beggs,  born  Oct.  9,  1826  in 
Alabama.  She  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Anny  Miller  Beggs.  James  Beggs  was  born 
in  Ireland,  and  Anny  Miller  was  born  on  a  boat  during 
the  trip  to  America  from  Ireland.  Elizabeth  Beggs  Ged¬ 
die  was  called  Betsy  and  was  a  tall,  slim  woman,  with 
characteristics  somewhat  like  those  of  her  mother,  Anny 
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Miller  Beggs,  who  was  a  staunch  Presbyterian  of  the  old 
school. 

Anny  Miller  was  born  on  a  boat  bringing  her  from 
Ireland  on  Feb.  5,  1800.  Her  parents  brought  with  them 
a  Bible  purchased  in  Ireland  just  before  boarding  ship. 
IPs  a  King  James  version  of  the  Bible  and  was  printed 
in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1799.  The  old  Bible  is  still 
in  existence,  containing  names  of  the  children  and  grand¬ 
children  of  James  and  Anny  Miller  Beggs. 

According  to  George  R.  Beggs,  grandson  of  James  and 
Anny  Miller  Beggs,  she  was  a  “hard-shell”  Presbyterian, 
and  was  bitterly  opposed  to  the  innovations  that  came  into 
her  church. 

She  and  James  Beggs  had  married  on  Feb.  27,  1825, 
and  were  the  parents  of  (1)  Betsy  Beggs,  the  writer’s 
great  grandmother  (2)  Robert  Beggs  (3)  Jane  Beggs  (4) 
Mary  Ann  Beggs  (5)  Margaret  Ann  Beggs  (6)  James 
Washington  Beggs  (7)  Lucinda  Beggs  and  (8)  William 
Beggs. 

Robert  Beggs  was  killed  during  the  Civil  War  climbing 
the  Union  breastworks  to  take  the  stars  and  stripes  from 
its  standard.  He  was  born  Feb.  3,  1829,  and  had  married 
a  girl  by  the  name  of  Ball,  to  whom  two  children,  Robert 
Beggs,  Jr.,  and  Josie  Beggs,  who  was  married  to  Dave 
Nixon  of  Ben  Wheeler,  Texas,  had  been  born  before  he 
went  off  to  War. 

William  Beggs  was  wounded  in  battle,  and  his  leg  had 
to  be  removed  right  where  it  joined  the  body.  During 
the  night,  he  removed  the  bandage,  because  he  did  not 
want  to  be  a  cripple  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  bled  to  death. 
It  is  thought  that  he  was  wounded  at  Missionary  Ridge. 
The  woman  who  nursed  him  wrote  his  mother,  Anny  Mil¬ 
ler  Beggs,  a  letter  telling  of  his  death.  The  letter  con¬ 
tained  a  wallet  with  a  twenty-dollar  gold  piece.  The  bill¬ 
fold  is  still  in  existence. 
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James  Washington  Beggs,  who  married  Sarah  Jane  Hal- 
sell,  fought  during  the  Civil  War,  and  was  captured  during 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  in  Tennessee.  He  spent 
15  months  in  the  Rock  Island  Prison,  Illinois,  as  a  prisoner- 
of-war.  While  there,  he  dug  hundreds  of  graves,  saw 
starving  men  kill  rats  to  eat,  was  hung  up  by  his  thumbs 
by  an  officer  guard,  whom  he  had  dumped  from  a  cart 
which  he  was  forced  to  pull.  A  fellow  prisoner  saved  his 
life  by  kicking  a  box  under  his  feet  as  he  marched  by  in 
formation.  By  standing  on  tiptoes,  James  Washington 
Beggs  was  able  to  rest  himself.  When  released  at  war’s 
end,  he  and  two  other  men  walked  the  long,  long  journey 
home.  His  son  Nate  Beggs  vividly  remembered  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  homecoming,  the  screams  of  joy  emitted  by  the 
women  when  he,  gaunt,  bearded,  tired  and  sick,  came  into 
the  house.  He  had  been  thought  dead,  inasmuch  as  his 
brothers  Robert  and  William  previously  had  been  killed 
in  battle. 

James  Alexander  Geddie  and  his  wife  Betsy  and  family 
had  left  war-ravaged  Alabama  and  its  hardships  in  1869. 
In  1870,  Anny  Miller  Beggs,  whose  husband  James  had 
died  in  Green  County,  Ala.,  on  Jan.  23,  1848,  set  out  from 
Alabama  to  join  the  Geddies.  In  that  party  of  1870  were 
Anny  Miller  Beggs,  Lucinda  Beggs,  her  daughter,  James 
Washington  Beggs,  his  wife  Sarah,  and  their  six  children; 
Robert  Beggs’  widow  and  her  two  children  by  Robert,  and 
her  second  husband  and  an  infant  child  by  him;  Lige 
Graham,  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  his  widowed  mother, 
Mrs.  Graham. 

There  were  17  people  in  the  caravan.  They  had  a  wagon 
and  a  yoke  of  oxen  which  belonged  to  James  W.  Beggs. 
Lige  Graham  had  a  mule.  Several  people  had  to  walk  at 
all  times.  Anny  Miller  Beggs  was  70  years  old  at  the 
time,  and  she  walked  almost  all  the  way  to  Texas.  The 
time  was  in  the  dead  of  winter,  snow  was  on  the  ground. 
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and  the  roads  were  so  bad  and  the  oxen  so  slow  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  party  could  walk  back  to  the  previous  camp¬ 
fire  to  get  embers  to  start  that  night’s  fire.  They  crossed 
the  Mississippi  River  on  a  flatboat,  having  blindfolded  the 
mule.  Midway,  the  mule  became  frightened,  and  Graham 
jerked  the  blindfold  off  its  eyes.  The  mule  endangered 
the  lives  of  all  the  westward  bound  party,  and  Graham 
pushed  it  into  the  water,  to  let  it  swim  across.  The  mule 
swam  in  the  wrong  direction,  going  back  to  the  shore  from 
which  the  flat  boat  had  just  departed.  After  the  flatboat 
landed,  Graham  whistled  to  the  mule  and  it  swam  across 
the  river  and  joined  them. 

The  ox-cart-led  expedition  arrived  at  the  James  A.  Ged- 
die  home  on  Christmas  Eve,  1870.  The  journey  had  taken 
six  weeks  from  Alabama,  a  far  cry  from  the  one  day  it 
now  takes  to  go  from  Alabama  to  Van  Zandt  County,  by 
automobile. 

For  the  next  two  years,  the  Beggs  and  the  Geddie  fami¬ 
lies  lived  on  neighboring  farms  at  Owlet  Green  commu¬ 
nity,  to  which  the  other  James  Alexander  (son  of  Big 
John)  and  his  wife  Mary  Margaret  McPhail  had  come  in 
1853. 

All  her  life,  according  to  George  R.  Beggs,  of  Ben  Wheel¬ 
er,  Anny  Miller  Beggs,  the  mother  of  Elizabeth  (Beggs) 
Geddie,  was  devoted  to  the  Presbyterianism  of  her  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestors.  Elizabeth  had  joined  the  Methodist  church, 
the  church  of  James  Alexander  Geddie,  that  of  his  son 
John  Wesley,  his  grandson,  Polie,  and  that  of  his  great 
grandson,  the  writer.  But,  says  George  Beggs:  “Fo)r 
Anny  Miller  Beggs,  her  course  was  plainly  marked,  and 
never  did  she  deviate  from  it. 

“Grandmaw  knew  the  Bible  through  and  through,”  says 
George  Beggs,  “and  could  tell  you  where  such  and  such 
a  paragraph  was  to  be  found.  She  knew  it  so  well  that 
preachers  dreaded  to  preach  with  her  in  the  congregation. 


21 


because  they  knew  if  they  made  a  mistake,  she  would  tell 
them  so  in  front  of  everybody  in  no  uncertain  terms.  Then, 
she’d  quote  scripture  to  the  preacher  to  show  how  he  was 
wrong.” 

“One  of  my  best  memories  of  my  grandmaw  was  what 
she  did  in  prayer,”  says  George  Beggs.  “They  had  camp 
meetings  back  in  those  days,  and  it  was  the  custom  for 
everybody  to  kneel  down  when  prayer  was  being  said. 
But,  Grandmaw,  being  of  the  old-line,  hard-shell  Presby¬ 
terianism,  the  last  of  her  kind  in  our  community  when  I 
was  a  boy,  wouldn’t  kneel.  When  the  preacher  called  for 
prayer,  all  the  congregation  would  get  down  on  their  knees, 
except  Grandmaw,  and  she’d  just  stand  right  straight  up! 
She  was  a  tall,  large  woman;  not  fat,  just  big.  And  that 
was  some  sight,  this  old  lady  standing  tall  and  straight 
with  everyone  else  kneeling  down.  Don’t  misunderstand. 
Though  she  was  firm  in  her  convictions,  she  was  a  won¬ 
derfully  kind  person.  She  did  not  stand  just  to  be  ornery. 
She  firmly  believed  in  it,  and  would  not  deviate  from  her 
beliefs.  When  she  was  sure  she  was  right,  she  would  not 
budge  one  inch,  no  matter  what  people  said.” 

Anny  Miller  Beggs  had  a  reputation  for  being  fearless, 
too.  One  night,  one  of  her  grandsons,  James  Beggs,  broth¬ 
er  to  George,  and  the  husband  of  Lizzie  Allen,  oldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Asaleen  Geddie  Allen,  daughter  of  James  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie,  decided  to  play  a  prank  on  the  family.  Jim 
Beggs  slipped  into  the  cow  and  horse  lot  and  began  to 
make  a  lot  of  noise,  just  to  scare  the  family.  Everyone 
had  gone  to  bed,  and  Jim’s  father  was  sound  asleep.  George 
Beggs  relates:  “Grandmaw,  who  was  past  eighty  at  this 
time,  heard  the  noise  and  thought  someone  or  something 
was  scaring  the  livestock.  She  took  off  for  the  lot,  grab¬ 
bed  bridle  reins  on  the  way.  Jim  had  his  white  shirt  pulled 
up  over  his  head,  and  Grandmaw  started  to  tie  into  him. 
When  Jim  saw  she  meant  business,  he  pulled  his  shirt 


22 


from  over  his  head,  and  said:  'Don’t  hit  me,  Grandmaw! 
It’s  me,  Jim.’  Grandmaw  looked  like  it  could  have  killed 
her  when  she  saw  who  it  was.  ‘Faith!  Jimmy!’  She 
exclaimed,  ‘Don’t  ever  do  that  again.  I  might  have  killed 
you.’  ”  And,  she  might  have,  too! 

The  family  used  to  say,  according  to  George  Beggs,  that 
if  Grandmaw  Beggs  met  the  Devil  coming  down  the  road, 
she  wouldn’t  be  the  one  to  back  up. 

Anny  Miller  Beggs  could  speak  a  language  other  than 
English,  probably  an  Irish-English  dialect,  or  Gaelic.  She 
and  her  husband  were  Gaelic-Irish.  George  R.  Beggs  re¬ 
members  when,  as  a  child,  he  heard  his  Grandmother  talk 
the  language  to  a  man  who  had  come  to  the  United  States 
directly  from  Ireland,  a  man  named  McMahan,  a  house 
painter. 

The  extent  of  Anny  Miller  Beggs  compassion  can  be 
seen  in  her  relationship  with  this  painter  named  McMahan. 
He  had  fought  for  the  North  during  the  Civil  War.  But, 
as  he  stepped  off  the  boat  in  New  York,  he  had  been  asked 
to  fight  for  the  North,  and  he  said  he  would  if  they  would 
feed  him,  not  knowing  any  of  the  issues  involved.  After 
explaining  this  to  Anny  Miller  Beggs,  she  forgave  him, 
even  though  two  of  her  sons  had  been  killed  in  the  war, 
and  another  son  grievously  imprisoned  and  harshly  treated 
in  a  prisoner  of  war  camp. 

Anny  Miller  Beggs  died  on  Feb.  9,  1885.  Just  previousi 
to  the  time  she  died,  she  was  a  mother  to  her  grandchild¬ 
ren,  inasmuch  as  James  Washington  Beggs’  wife  had  pass¬ 
ed  away  in  1879,  leaving  nine  children  of  her  own,  and 
two  of  Robert  Beggs  children,  Josie  and  Rob.  Anny  Mil¬ 
ler  took  care  of  them  all,  assuming  most  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  welfare.  Visiting  in  those  days  was  not 
a  matter  of  staying  a  few  hours,  but  mostly  it  consisted 
of  staying  one  night,  three  nights,  or  however  long  one 
wanted  to  stay,  and  the  visitor  was  always  welcome.  (The 
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writer’s  great  grandmother  Sarah  Pollard  would  visit  his 
parents  each  November  and  stay  until  March  every  year, 
and  did  it  for  15  years).  According  to  George  Beggs,  it 
was  seven  long,  country  miles  between  James  W.  Beggs 
home  and  the  home  of  James  Alexander  Geddie,  and  even 
though  eighty  years  of  age,  Anny  Miller  Beggs  would  walk 
over  frequently  to  visit,  and  would  think  nothing  of  it. 

She  is  buried  in  Prairie  Springs  Cemetery,  Van  Zandt 
County,  Texas,  between  the  graves  of  her  daughter  Lu¬ 
cinda,  and  her  son,  James  Washington  Beggs,  a  long  way 
from  that  spot  on  the  wide  ocean  upon  which  she  was 
born  en  route  to  the  frontier  country  that  was  Alabama 
when  she  arrived  as  an  infant.  She  was  a  remarkable 
person,  and  the  Geddies  who  are  descended  from  Anny 
Miller  Beggs  may  be  well  proud  of  the  heritage  which  she 
has  passed  down. 

Blood  ties  meant  a  great  deal  during  the  olden  days,  in 
North  Carolina,  in  Alabama,  in  Mississippi,  in  Texas;  aye, 
even  in  Scotland  and  in  South  Africa,  wherever  there  were 
Geddies,  McPhails,  and  their  kin,  and  the  kin  of  the  women 
and  men  to  whom  they  were  married.  George  R.  Beggs 
related  that:  “In  those  days,  people  visited  for  any  length 
of  time  they  wanted  to  visit.  I  remember  the  times  when 
some  of  the  boys  would  want  the  team  for  some  purpose 
and  Uncle  Geddie  (as  we  called  James  A.  Geddie)  and 
Aunt  Betsy  would  walk  down  to  the  house  to  spend  the 
night.  They  were  just  home-folks,  just  like  one  of  the 
family.  Sometimes,  when  the  whole  Geddie  family  would 
come,  the  older  kids  would  get  out  and  invite  all  the  neigh¬ 
bors  to  come  for  a  ‘play  party’.  They’d  play  all  the  old 
games.  People  made  their  own  amusement  in  those  days. 
It  still  makes  me  feel  good,  real  good,  to  remember  all  the 
fun  everybody  would  have  at  those  ‘play  parties.’ 

“I  remember  Uncle  Geddie  as  being  a  kindly  old  man 
who  was  a  great  reader.  I  remember  going  to  his  house 
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to  play  with  Jim  and  Dee  Allen,  sons  of  Asaleen  Geddie 
Allen,  while  Uncle  Geddie  sat  on  the  porch  reading.  He 
had  long  white  hair,  and  I  remember  plaiting  it  and  pes¬ 
tering  him  while  he  read.  He  never  got  riled  at  us.  He 
would  just  take  his  hand  and  push  us  back,  if  we  got  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  book.  Aunt  Betsy  was  a  tall,  slim 
v/oman.  She  favored  her  mother,  Anny  Miller  Beggs,  a 
great  deal,  and  in  her  ways  and  characteristics  she  was 
much  like  her  mother.  She  had  the  habit  of  walking  in 
her  sleep.  One  night,  she  took  the  covers  from  the  bed, 
and  put  them  in  a  tub  of  ice  water  outside  the  house. 
Uncle  Geddie  followed  her,  but  didn't  say  a  word.  She 
went  back  to  bed  and  woke  up  later  and  asked  ‘what  in 
the  world  happened  to  the  covers?''  Uncle  Geddie  told  her 
she'd  put  them  in  a  tub  of  ice  water  outside  the  house,  but 
Aunt  Betsy  didn't  believe  him.  He  took  her  out  and  show¬ 
ed  her.  I  remember  his  laughing  when  he  told  this  on 
her.  The  day  Aunt  Betsy  died,  I  was  out  in  the  front 
yard  when  Uncle  Geddie  came  out,  and  he  exclaimed: 
“Lord  Bless  my  soul!  I've  lost  her,  and  she's  ten  year's 
the  younger." 

James  Alexander  Geddie,  above,  related  to  his  son  one 
day  how  he  was  hunting  possum  one  night  in  Alabama  to 
which  he  had  gone  about  1833,  with  some  cousins  and  a 
number  of  Negroes.  It  was  the  night  the  “stars  fell." 
It  happened  while  they  were  resting  from  a  long  hunt, 
and  the  negroes  scattered  in  every  direction.  It  took  him 
all  night  to  round  them  up  again. 

James  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  Tom,  told  his  son  Henry 
Clay  Geddie,  who  passed  the  story  along  to  the  writer 
about  Tom’s  living  on  a  farm  adjoining  one  belonging  to 
a  Cameron.  This  Cameron  and  Tom  Geddie  had  a  mis¬ 
understanding  and  went  about  hating  each  other  for 
weeks.  One  day  when  Tom  was  laying-by  his  corn  and 
drove  to  the  end  of  a  row,  he  found  Cameron  sitting  on 
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the  fence.  Cameron  said,  “Tom,  I  can  whip  you.^^  Tom 
laid  down  his  reins,  and  said,  “If  you  think  you  can,  jump 
down.”  Cameron  jumped  off  the  fence,  and  the  two  men 
fought  over  a  quarter  acre  of  corn,  breaking  it  all  down, 
but  neither  of  them  could  get  the  better  of  the  fight  and 
finally  Cameron  suggested  that  they  call  it  a  draw.  Tom 
agreed,  and  they  made  friends  and  remained  so  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  legend  of  the  Geddie  family,  handed 
down  through  generations,  and  to  the  writer  by  Henry 
Clay  Geddie  that  the  wife  of  Tom  Geddie,  Marron  Mac- 
Dougall,  born  in  a  Scots  colony  in  Cuba  around  1790,  was 
descended  from  Robert  Bruce,  the  onetime  King  of  Scot¬ 
land.  It  may  or  may  not  be  true. 

If  this  article  seems  incoherent,  or  unassimilated,  or 
rather  un jointed,  it  was  written  with  that  purpose  in 
mind.  It's  not  a  planned,  co-ordinated  manuscript  with 
a  beginning,  a  climax,  and  an  end  —  rather,  it  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  trivia,  data,  legend,  fact,  and  lore,  with  one 
binding  tie,  that  of  the  Geddie  and  McPhail  families.  Re¬ 
peated  here  are  stories  that  have  been  handed  down  for 
generations,  and  the  writer  has  hung  onto  as  many  as 
possible  for  twenty  years,  to  be  related  in  this,  not  an 
architecturally  perfect  thesis,  but  just  a  plain,  old  yarn. 

The  trade  of  cooper  was  very  prevalent  in  the  branch 
of  the  Geddie  family  headed  up  by  the  aforementioned 
Tom,  son  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  McPhail  Geddie. 
Tom  must  have  known  something  about  the  cooper  trade. 
He  apprenticed  his  son,  James  Alexander  Geddie,  to  Thomas 
McPhail,  a  cooper,  when  James  Alex  was  12  years  old, 
to  learn  the  cooper  trade.  Then  Tom  took  off  for  Ala¬ 
bama.  In  those  days,  around  1824,  every  boy  was  taught 
a  trade  of  some  sort,  especially  among  the  Scots.  A  cooper 
was  a  barrel  maker.  Barrels  were  made  by  hand,  to  hold 
cider,  vinegar,  tar,  turpentine,  and  in  some  cases  whiskey. 
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in  those  early  days  of  the  Cape  Fear  district  in  North 
Carolina.  The  barrels  were  much  more  crude  than  those  of 
today,  because  there  were  no  iron  bands  to  held  them  togeth¬ 
er.  The  barrels  were  made  from  hoop-poles,  slender  little 
saplings  cut  and  split  with  notches  in  the  ends.  These  notch¬ 
es  were  fitted  and  then  the  hoop  or  a  band,  was  driven  to¬ 
ward  the  middle  of  the  barrel  until  it  tightened  sufficiently 
to  hold  liquid.  It  stayed  put  as  long  as  it  stayed  wet. 
When  it  got  dry,  it  fell  apart.  Henry  Clay  Geddie  relates 
seeing  his  father,  James  Alex  make  hoop  poles  and  fix  up 
barrels. 

Along  the  Cape  Fear  River  are  blocks  or  pyramids  of 
dark  substances  along  the  edge  of  the  water.  They  are 
blocks  of  tar  and  sand,  built  up  over  the  long  years  that 
the  banks  of  this  river  were  used  as  wharves  where  tar 
and  turpentine  makers,  as  well  as  the  cider  and  other 
manufacturers  put  their  tar  to  be  loaded  and  to  be  taken 
on  to  Wilmington  on  the  sea  coast.  The  tar  leaked  out 
and  sand  was  spread  on  it,  and  more  leaked  and  more  sand 
was  added,  so  that,  over  the  years,  the  tar  built  up  a  regu¬ 
lar  loading  dock. 

Some  of  the  merchandise  in  those  days  was  carried  on 
rafts.  The  raft  was  built  of  pine  logs,  criss-crossed  and 
put  together  with  wooden  pegs.  Merchandise  was  placed 
on  the  rafts  and  floated  down  the  river,  poled  by  men, 
to  keep  them  off  the  banks.  When  the  raft  reached  the 
mills,  the  raft  was  simply  torn  down  and  the  logs  sold. 
James  Alexander  Geddie  relates,  through  his  son  Henry 
Clay,  the  great  uncle  of  the  writer,  the  story  of  going  down 
the  river  when  the  weather  was  so  cold  the  water  would 
freeze  on  his  pole  when  he  lifted  it  to  change  positions. 
One  night,  the  raft  James  Alex  was  on  got  hung  up  on  a 
snag,  and  the  fire  that  was  maintained  on  the  raft  went 
out,  and  James  Alex  danced  all  night  to  keep  from  freez¬ 
ing  to  death. 


27 


Tom  McPhail,  who  came  to  Texas  along  with  his  brother 
Archibald,  and  his  sister  Mary  Margaret  (wife  of  James 
Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  Big  John  and  first  cousin  of 
the  aforementioned  James  Alex),  and  who  was  the 
father  of  Daniel  McPhail,  who  married  his  first  cousin 
Isabella  Geddie,  daughter  of  James  Alexander  and  Mary 
Margaret  Geddie,  was  a  trained  cooper.  He  was  entitled 
to  carry  the  name  as  such.  The  great  grandfather  of  the 
writer,  James  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  Tom,  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  him  to  learn  the  trade.  In  addition,  this  James 
Alex  was  also  a  mechanic,  and  could  build  a  wagon,  as 
related  earlier  in  the  article. 

John  Wesley  Geddie  was  the  grandfather  of  the  writer, 
and  was  the  son  of  James  Alexander  Geddie  and  Elizabeth 
Beggs. 

John  Wesley  Geddie,  who  married  Addie  Pollard,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Pollard,  was  born  in  Sumter  County,  Ala¬ 
bama,  on  June  13,  1864.  He  was  an  industrious  and  cheer¬ 
ful  man,  so  well  remembered  by  his  grandson.  When  he 
was  just  a  boy  near  Owlet  Green  in  Van  Zandt  County, 
he  and  his  younger  brother,  Henry  Clay,  oftentimes  had 
chills.  At  one  time,  both  John  and  Henry  were  sick.  No 
doctors  were  handy  and  when  they  did  get  one  they  got 
their  insides  turned  outside  with  a  large  dose  of  calomel, 
blue  mass  or  may  apple,  and  a  number  of  quinine 
pills  as  large  as  marbles.  Their  mother,  Elizabeth,  or 
Betsy,  got  tired  of  this  treatment,  and  decided  to  give  the 
boys  some  iron.  Since  she  could  not  buy  tincture  of  iron, 
she  declared  she  would  make  her  own,  in  the  form  of  what 
the  pre-Civil  War  people  called  “Vinegar  and  Nails.^’  She 
put  nearly  half  a  pound  of  new  nails  into  a  bottle  of  strong 
vinegar.  After  several  weeks  when  both  John  and  Henry 
were  feeling  puny,  she  stood  them  up  against  the  shutter 
of  the  kitchen  door  and  got  down  her  favorite  remedy,  a 
kind  of  pale,  poisonous  looking  blue.  All  the  nails  had 
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been  eaten  up  by  the  vinegar.  Henry  always  had  to  serve 
as  the  guinea  pig,  and  any  experiment  was  first  tried  out 
on  him.  If  he  survived,  then  the  others  would  venture 
to  try  the  remedy.  Their  mother  poured  a  tablespoon  full 
of  the  concoction  and  told  Henry  to  open  his  mouth,  which 
Henry  obligingly  did.  She  poured  it  down.  Uncle  Henry 
later  said : 

‘Tt  was  so  trancendently  awful,  insofar  as  taste,  fire 
and  brimstone  were  concerned  that  I  just  leaned  back 
against  the  door  unable  to  say  a  word,  even  if  I  had  want¬ 
ed  to,  but  I  wanted  to  see  John’s  reaction,  and  hence  just 
held  my  breath  and  kept  the  blaze  from  breaking  out  until 
she  had  poured  John’s  quota  down  him.” 

John  took  his  dose,  and  before  it  was  halfway  down,  he 
was  spitting  and  “cussing,”  with  his  mother  hitting  him 
over  the  head  with  the  spoon.  She  finally  reduced  him 
down  to  a  milder  state  of  rebellion  and  told  him  he  had 
not  swallowed  any  medicine,  and  to  take  some  more.  John 
said  he  would  die  and  go  to  hell  before  he’d  take  any  more 
of  the  medicine. 

One  night  John  Geddie  and  Fayette  Glower  were  on 
their  way  home  and  passed  the  home  of  Heck  (Hector) 
McPhail,  who  lived  with  his  sister  Isabella  and  niece, 
Margaret  Ann  Rosenbaum.  A  milk  pail  had  been  left  on 
the  fence  post,  and  John  and  Fayette  were  feeling  in  high 
spirits,  and,  for  the  fun  of  it,  shot  off  the  milk  pail  with 
their  rifles.  After  they  had  reached  their  home,  in 
bed,  they  began  talking  about  shooting  that  milk  pail, 
and  conscience-stricken  they  became,  since  Heck  McPhail 
had  been  sick  and  had  not  been  able  to  tend  his  crops 
properly.  Finally,  in  the  midst  of  their  misery,  they  sug- 
guested  they  get  all  the  people  together  the  next  day  and 
work  out  Heck’s  crops.  This  they  did,  and  no  one  ever 
knew  why  all  the  people  of  the  community  converged  on 
Heck’s  house  one  day  to  lend  him  a  hand,  until  Henry 
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Geddie  told  the  goods  on  John  and  Fayette  at  a  Colfax 
homecoming  fifty  years  later.  Henry  had  been  lying  in 
bed  next  to  John  and  Fayette,  and  they  had  thought  him 
asleep,  but  he  heard  the  entire  plot  being  formed. 

John  Wesley  Geddie  had  been  prayed  for  so  much  at 
camp  meetings  that  he  understood  fully  how  it  would 
make  a  man  feel  to  be  prayed  for  publicly.  A  man  living 
seven  miles  northeast  of  John  and  Henry  and  their  family, 
on  the  road  to  Mineola  from  Van,  rounded  up  some  of 
John's  hogs  one  day.  John  was  out  hunting  them  and 
caught  up  with  the  man  driving  the  hogs  home.  John 
stopped  him  and  asked  what  he  was  doing  with  the  hogs 
when  he  knew  they  didn't  belong  to  him.  The  man  said 
that  he  had  lost  a  hog  and  it  had  joined  one  of  John's 
bunches,  and  that  he  could  not  cut  it  out  alone  and  so 
was  driving  the  entire  herd  to  his  pasture,  thinking  he 
would  later  cut  it  out  and  turn  the  remainder  loose.  John 
didn't  believe  him,  but  let  it  pass  and  drove  his  own  hogs 
home.  Some  months  later,  five  wagons  of  cotton  were 
taken  to  gin  by  John,  Henry,  and  others.  They  took  the 
cotton  to  Mineola,  and  on  the  return  trip,  it  was  freezing 
cold.  It  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the 
wagons  passed  the  home  of  the  man  who  had  inadvertently 
driven  off  John's  hogs.  As  they  passed  his  house  John 
began  to  pray  for  him  in  a  very  loud  voice.  The  man's 
name  was  Sullivan,  and  John  prayed,  at  the  top  of  his 
voice:  “Oh  Lord  have  mercy  on  Ole  Red  Eye  Sullivan. 
Thou  knowest  he  needs  it.  Without  it  he's  a  goner.  He 
has  grown  old  in  sins  and  transgressions.  Surround  him 
with  thy  mercy  and  protecting  arm,  shield  him,  especially 
from  himself.  Let  thy  forgiving  spirit  surround  him  like 
a  cloud;  it  is  not  necessary.  Oh  Lord,  to  tell  you  anything 
about  him,  for  thou  knowest.  Oh  Lord,  that  the  damned 
old  so-and-so  has  stole  a  thousand  pigs."  Before  John 
had  finished,  a  light  went  up  in  the  house,  and  the  rest 
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of  the  drivers  kicked  their  teams  into  high  gear.  They 
expected  a  Winchester  to  crack  out  any  minute.  But, 
fortunately,  nothing  happened. 

Bill  Peel  was  the  father  of  Ross  Peel  who  married  Ida 
Geddie,  daughter  of  Allen  Thomas  Geddie.  One  day  Bill 
was  in  the  loft  of  the  corn  crib,  stacking  corn,  and  his  son 
Bud,  a  brother  to  Ross,  was  on  the  ground.  Suddenly  Bill 
fell  through  the  opening  in  the  loft  and  hit  the  ground 
heavily.  Bud  rushed  over  to  where  Bill  lay  quiet  and 
still.  “Are  you  dead,’’  asked  Bud.  Bill,  opening  his  eyes, 
and  using  his  well  known  ability  to  color  the  English 
language  said:  “Gawdalmity,  I’m  dead  as  hell!” 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel 
II.  He  married  Christian  Geddie,  daughter  of  Big  John 
Geddie  and  his  first  cousin.  He  was  one  of  the  favorite 
first  cousins  of  the  writer’s  great  grandfather,  James 
Alexander  Geddie,  whose  other  favorite  first  cousin  was 
the  one  with  the  same  name,  James  Alexander,  who  had 
come  to  Texas  first,  and  who  was  called  Tar  Heel  Jim, 
to  distinguish  him  from  the  writers  progenitor,  known 
as  Alabama  Jim.  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  and  James 
Alexander,  the  writer’s  forebear,  exchanged  letters 
often.  Apparently  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  liked  to 
write  letters,  for  the  writer  is  in  possession  of  two 
of  them  he  wrote  in  the  1800’s  to  relatives  in  North 
Carolina.  At  any  event,  he  left  North  Carolina  and 
moved  to  Morehouse  Parish,  Eton  Post  Office,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  just  across  the  line  from  Arkansas.  He  died 
there  at  the  age  of  some  88  years.  One  day  over  in 
Arkansas,  where  he  owned  some  land,  he  was  riding 
through  some  piney  woods  when  the  wind  rose  to  hurri¬ 
cane  proportions.  The  timber  was  falling  all  around  him, 
thick  and  fast.  He  couldn’t  go  forward,  and  he  couldn’t 
go  backward.  He  decided  that  if  he  had  ever  prayed  then 
was  the  time  to  do  it.  He  got  from  his  horse,  down  on  his 
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knees  and  prayed.  He  was  conscious  of  the  terrible  noise 
of  the  storm  around  him  for  a  while,  and  then  he  began 
to  shout.  When  he  had  finished  his  shouting,  the  storm 
was  over,  and  practically  every  tree  around  him  had  been 
blown  down,  and  none  had  hit  him,  even  though  they  were 
inches  from  him.  He  joined  the  Methodist  church  shortly 
thereafter,  and  was  a  religious  man  for  the  rest  of  his 
life. 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie  is  the  Geddie  who  called  one 
of  his  neighbors  a  thief,  and  the  neighbor  sued  him,  win¬ 
ning  the  case.  Robert  was  not  permitted  to  present  the 
truth  of  the  matter  in  his  defense,  and  this  is  his  reason 
for  moving  to  Louisiana.  This  happened  in  Alabama.  He 
said  he  would  not  live  in  a  state  in  which  he  could  not 
tell  the  truth,  so  packed  up  his  family  and  moved. 

Robert  had  a  fine  country  home,  and  would  entertain 
any  preacher  regardless  of  denomination.  Any  preacher 
was  welcome  to  stay  in  his  home  as  long  as  he  desired. 
One  night,  several  preachers  were  on  their  way  to  an 
Association  meeting,  and  came  abreast  of  Robert's  home 
on  a  threatening  afternoon.  They  asked  to  spend  the  night, 
and  Robert  asked  them  to  get  down  off  their  horses  and 
abide  a  v/hile.  This  they  did,  and  after  supper  they  were 
joking  and  carrying  on  in  a  manner  Robert  did  not  think 
befitted  a  preacher,  so  he  left  the  room. 

The  preachers,  afraid  they  had  offended  Robert,  apolo¬ 
gized  to  him  and  asked  him  to  beg  their  pardon.  Robert 
tartly  replied  that  they  should  not  waste  their  time  beg¬ 
ging  his  pardon,  but  rather  had  better  beg  the  pardon  of 
the  God,  whose  ministers  they  claimed  to  be,  for  prostitut¬ 
ing  their  calling  and  to  ask  Him  to  forgive  their  hypocrisy. 
But,  he  let  them  stay  the  night,  because  it  was  pouring 
down  rain  outside. 

Robert  had  a  brother  named  Gabriel,  who  was  born  in 
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North  Carolina,  and  went  with  the  rest  of  the  Geddies 
into  the  Tombigbee  Country  around  Havana,  Alabama. 
There  has  been  a  long,  vastly  interesting  novel  written 
about  this  country,  at  the  time  the  writer’s  great  grand¬ 
father  and  all  his  first  cousins  were  there,  and  later  a 
movie  was  made  of  this  novel.  The  writer  has  read  the 
novel  and  seen  the  movie,  but  at  this  writing,  the  names 
escape  him.  Gabriel,  according  to  the  writer’s  great  grand¬ 
father,  James  Alex,  was  the  only  Geddie  who  got  rich. 
He  was  a  wheeler  and  a  dealer,  as  they  would  call  him 
now-a-days.  Everything  he  touched  turned  to  money.  But 
he  had  no  friends.  He  had  rather  unclean  habits,  and 
lived  like  a  miser.  He  generally  was  disagreeable  toward 
most  everyone,  and  liked  none  of  the  finer  things  of  life. 
Onetime,  before  going  to  Alabama,  he  tried  to  ride  in  be¬ 
tween  Daniel  McPhail  and  Isabella  Geddie  during  their 
courting  days,  during  a  ride  home  from  Old  Bluff  church, 
at  Wade,  N.C.  Gabriel  owned  a  large  amount  of  land  at 
the  time  he  died  around  1865.  His  nephew,  James  Daniel 
Geddie  Jr.  (IV)  wrote  a  letter  to  his  Aunt  Agnes,  wife 
of  William  McPhail  Geddie  in  1869,  in  which  he  refers  to 
Uncle  John,  and  how  his  family  had  scattered,  to  Uncle 
Thomas,  “old  Uncle  Dougald  and  Aunt  Sally.”  James 
Daniel  IV  had  taken  it  upon  himself  to  try  to  settle  Gab¬ 
riel’s  estate. 

Once,  James  Alexander  Geddie  went  on  a  hunt  when  he 
was  a  boy  apprenticed  to  Thomas  McPhail.  He  was  placed 
on  a  stand  and  had  leaned  his  rifle  against  a  tree  and 
was  eating  blueberries,  a  large  type  of  huckleberry,  when 
he  heard  the  dogs  and  saw  a  spotted  fawn  go  by.  He 
said  it  was  so  pretty  and  harmless  looking  that  he  did  not 
want  to  shoot  it,  but  then  it  dawned  on  him  that  he  might 
get  in  trouble  with  Thomas,  and  so,  shot  it  90  steps  away. 
He  told  his  son,  Henry  Clay,  that  the  deer  was  the  first, 
last  and  only  deer  he  had  ever  killed,  although  they  were 
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as  thick  as  rabbits  in  Van  Zandt  County  when  he  came 
there  in  1869. 

Where  did  all  this  informtaion  come  from?  Is  this  a 
query  in  the  reader's  mind?  The  information  comes  from 
official  records,  old  letters,  bits  of  legend  and  lore.  It 
has  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  that 
the  first  Geddie  married  a  McPhail.  We  know  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  James  Daniel  Geddie  in  that  period.  We  know 
that  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  was  a  first  cousin  to  James 
Alexander  Geddie,  the  writer's  great  grandfather.  There¬ 
fore,  their  fathers  were  brothers!  We  know  that  James 
Alexander's  father  was  Tom,  and  that  Robert  Alexander 
Geddie's  father  was  James  Daniel  Jr.  So,  Tom  and  James 
Daniel  Jr.  were  brothers,  and  therefore,  if  there  were  a 
Junior,  there  had  to  be  a  senior,  and  hence  the  father  of 
the  two  was,  indisputabily,  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Senior. 
To  back  up  this  statement,  the  writer  has  in  his  possession 
a  copy  of  an  old  will  made  out  by  James  Daniel  Jr.,  be¬ 
queathing  his  estate  to  his  children,  namely,  James  Daniel 
Geddie  (III),  Thomas  Geddie,  Robert  Geddie  (Robert 
Alexander,  first  cousin  to  the  writer's  great  grandfather) , 
Elizabeth  Geddie  (Phares),  Gabriel  Geddie,  the  one  men¬ 
tioned  above,  William  Geddie  (Wm.  McPhail  Geddie,  who 
married  Agnes  ‘‘Nancy"  McPhail,  and  the  grandfather  of 
Lela  Geddie),  and  to  John  Geddie.  This  old  will  is  on 
file  with  the  registrar  of  deeds  in  Cumberland  County, 
North  Carolina. 

Miss  Lela  Geddie,  of  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  was 
of  real  help  in  the  compilation  of  this  genealogy.  She 
loaned  the  writer  a  packet  of  old  letters  written  to  her 
grandmother  and  grandfather,  as  well  as  to  her  father, 
by  the  family  of  James  Alexander  Geddie,  who  married 
Mary  Margaret  McPhail.  Lela's  grandfather  was  William 
McPhail  Geddie,  who  was  a  first  cousin  to  James  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie,  and  who  married  Agnes  or  “Nancy"  Mc- 
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Phail,  sister  of  James  Alex’  wife,  Mary  Margaret.  The 
family  was  exceedingly  close.  Their  correspondence  was 
tremendous.  If  any  reader  of  this  missive  knows  of  the 
existence,  among  James  Alexander  and  Mary  Margaret 
descendants,  of  old  letters  from  William  McPhail  and 
Agnes,  or  Nancy,  Geddie,  the  writer  would  be  most  grate¬ 
ful  for  a  copy  of  their  contents. 

Lela  Geddie  was  and  her  sister  Mary  is  descendant  of 
Thomas  Archibald  Geddie,  son  of  William  McPhail  Geddie. 

In  these  old  letters  is  revealed  something  of  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  spirit  which  permeated,  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  a 
pioneering  family,  settling  what  was  then  still  semi-fron¬ 
tier.  Excerpts  will  be  given,  not  chronologically,  but  as 
they  come  to  mind. 

On  July  14,  1854  Mary  Margaret  (McPhail)  Geddie 
wrote  for  herself  and  James  Alexander,  her  husband,  a 
letter  to  her  sister  Agnes  (McPhail)  and  her  husband 
William  McPhail  Geddie : 

“I  expect  you  would  like  to  know  something  about  our 
getting  land.  Brother  Thomas  (McPhail)  bought  a  claim 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  gave  one  hundred 
fifty  dollars  for  it.  There  were  two  cabins  on  it,  and 
some  rails  split.  Daniel  (McPhail)  lives  one  mile  from 
his  father  and  has  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of  land.  James 
(Alexander  Geddie),  and  brother!  Archibald  (McPhail) 
have  five  hundred  and  twenty  one  acres  run  off.  Archi¬ 
bald  (McPhail)  is  living  with  us.  He  has  got  his  house 
up  but  not  covered.  It  is  about  four  hundred  yards  from 
us.  James  McMillan  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  and  lives  one  mile  from  brother  Thomas.  Brother 
Thomas  (McPhail)  is  the  only  one  in  moderate  health. 
He  has  trouble  with  a  pain  in  his  head  and  with  weak¬ 
ness.  The  rest  of  the  family  are  well.  Daniel  and  Isa¬ 
bella  are  well,  but  the  baby  is  not  well.  James  McMillan 
and  family  are  in  moderate  health.  James  Allen  (Geddie 
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—  son  of  Mary  Margaret  and  James  Alexander  G)  is 
working  with  a  man  in  Smith  County,  15  miles  from  here 
and  gets  15  dollars  a  month.  He  commenced  with  him 
the  8th  day  of  March  and  expects  to  work  with  him  for 
four  months  ...  We  have  12  or  14  acres  of  land  broken 
up  and  were  ready  for  planting  the  first  of  May  and  then 
the  rain  set  in  and  has  continued  so  long  that  it  is  too 
late  to  make  a  crop.  .  .  .  You  know  it  looks  very  heartless 
to  begin  in  the  woods  .  .  .  This  settlement  is  improving 
since  we  came  up  here  from  Cherokee  County  ...  we  have 
organized  a  church  by  having  Mr.  King  over  from  Smith 
County,  and  also  we  have  a  Sabbath  School.  .  .  .  Our  horse 
died  last  Spring  that  we  bought  in  Mississippi,  and  T.  R. 
McPhaiFs  mare  died  that  he  bought  from  us.  There  are 
splendid  crops  in  Cherokee  where  we  lived  last  year.  Last 
winter  we  sold  corn  for  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  and  now 
we  are  paying  $1.00  per  bushel  for  it.  We  give  five  cents 
per  pound  for  pork.  .  .  We  live  about  80  or  90  miles  from 
Cousin  Angus  Galbreath.  We  have  not  written  to  him 
since  we  came  to  Texas.  .  .  Archibald  sold  Webster,  a  slave, 
for  a  yoke  of  steers.  William,  if  you  were  here  you  could 
have  the  chance  of  killing  deer.  Your  Uncle  Archibald 
has  killed  eight  deer  in  Texas.  Your  Uncle  Thomas  (Me- 
Phail)  and  James  McMillan  killed  two  deer  in  one  night 
and  your  Uncle  Thomas  killed  two  more  the  same  week. 

“A  word  from  Catherine  Ann  (Geddie  —  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  Margaret  Geddie  who  married  Joshua 
Hallman)  ...  to  Margaret  Elizabeth  (daughter  of  Wm. 
McPhail  Geddie  and  his  wife  Agnes  (McPhail)  ...  I  am 
well  and  I  hope  this  will  reach  you  and  find  you  enjoying 
the  same  blessings  of  God.  I  will  say  to  you  that  I  have 
not  selected  me  a  beau  yet,  but  there  are  any  number  of 
beaux  here,  and  if  you  will  come  I  will  give  you  your  choice 
out  of  them,  for  I  think  there  are  twenty-five  or  thirty 
that  are  looking  for  their  lost  rib!  .  .  .  James  Allen  (Ged- 
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die)  and  John  (Geddie)  and  Dougald  (Geddie)  send  their 
love  to  William  and  James  Daniel,  and  Gabriel  (Geddie). 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  the  daughter  of  William 
McPhail  Geddie.  She  married  her  cousin  William  James 
McPhail,  son  of  Dougald  McPhail,  who  in  turn  was  the 
son  of  Dougald  McPhail,  who  came  from  Scotland  around 
1772,  and  who  married  Isabella  Murphy.  During  the 
Civil  War,  or  the  War  Between  the  States,  choose  which¬ 
ever  you  will,  the  Yankee  soldiers  captured  William  James 
McPhail,  called  Billie,  and  endeavored  to  make  him  tell 
where  his  money  was  buried.  This  he  refused  to  do.  So, 
they  took  him  to  his  home  and  confronted  Margaret  E. 
Geddie  McPhail,  his  wife.  The  Yankees  told  her  that  if 
she  did  not  divulge  the  whereabouts  of  the  buried  money, 
they  would  hang  her  husband.  Her  reply: 

“Hang  and  be  damned!’^ 

They  did  not  hang  Billie  McPhail.  Whether  or  not  they 
accepted  the  alternative  is  now  lost  to  posterity! 

In  an  old  letter  addressed  from  Van  Zandt  County,  May 
29,  1857,  Mary  Margaret  (McPhail)  Geddie  writes  again 
to  Agnes  and  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie:  “We  seat  ourselves 
for  the  purpose  of  answering  your  very  kind  and  affec¬ 
tionate  letter  which  we  received  on  the  28th  of  March  .  .  . 
Archibald’s  baby  is  puny  —  nothing  but  her  teeth,  I  guess.” 
This^  was  in  reference  to  Virginia  Carolina  McPhail,  who 
married  Ben  Gentry,  father  of  Brady  Gentry,  Carrie 
Terry,  Minnie  White,  Cora  Hardegree,  etc. 

“.  .  Mr.  Cade  and  D.  McMillan  and  families  arrived  here 
on  the  14th  of  this  month.  They  have  rented  a  place  at 
Edom  about  12  miles  from  here.  They  like  Texas  better 
the  longer  they  stay  .  .  .  Catherine  Ann  and  her  husband 
(Joshua  Hallman)  moved  to  Parker  County  on  the  2nd 
day  of  December  (1856),  about  160  miles  from  here.  They 
were  well  the  last  time  we  heard  from  them.  Her  child 
was  very  fine  and  promising  when  she  left.  They  are 
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going  to  pay  us  a  visit  the  last  of  this  summer,  or  the 
first  of  the  fall.  .  . 

.  .  Daniel  and  Isabella  send  their  love  and  respect  to 
you  and  your  family.  . 

John  A.  Geddie  (son  of  Mary  Margaret  and  James  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie)  wrote  to  his  cousin  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie,. 
Jr.,  (son  of  Wm.  and  Agnes  Geddie)  : 

“Cherokee  County,  Texas  —  September  4,  1853  .  .  . 
Dear  Cousin:  I  now  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of 
dropping  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  we  are  all 
well  at  the  present  time  and  hope  these  few  lines  may 
find  you  enjoying  the  same  blessings.  Cousin,  I  will  in¬ 
form  you  that  I  am  well  pleased  with  this  country.  Crops 
are  generally  good  this  year  and  health  is  tolerably  good. 
Good  water  and  tolerably  good  neighbors.  Sister  Isabella 
has  a  fine  son  and  calls  him  Evander.  They  are  in  com¬ 
mon  health.  Uncle  Thomas  McPhaihs  family  is  all  well, 
except  that  H.  R.  (Hector)  has  had  a  spell  of  fever,  though 
is  on  the  mend  at  this  time.  We  have  not  decided  where 
we  will  settle  yet.  Where  we  are  now,  in  an  old  settled 
place,  we  can  get  land  for  one  and  two  dollars  per  acre. 
Other  places  we  can  get  public  land  by  settling  on  it.  A 
man  of  a  family  can  get  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
for  thirty  dollars  and  have  three  years  to  pay  for  it  .  .  . 
In  the  newly  settled  parts  of  this  country  there  is  game  a 
plenty,  bear  and  panthers,  wolves,  wild  cats,  deer  and 
turkey  and  fish.  Some  parts  of  the  country  have  fine 
range  and  very  good  water,  and  in  other  parts  water  is 
very  scarce  and  bad.  Some  parts  of  the  country  have  good 
timber,  and  other  parts,  timber  is  very  scarce,  so  scarce 
there  is  not  enough  to  build  houses  or  fence  the  land.  The 
market  is  near  enough.  It  is  about  40  miles  to  the  Trinity 
River,  about  110  to  Shreveport,  on  the  Red  River.  We 
are  all  going  to  school  now,  but  we  cannot  go  for  long  be¬ 
cause  soon  we  will  have  to  commence  picking  cotton. 
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“Allen  (Geddie  —  John’s  brother)  is  picking  among  the 
girls  every  Sunday.  I  have  found  my  girl  that  I  have 
been  looking  for  for  a  long  time.  I  want  to  tell  James 
Daniel  (Geddie,  son  of  Wm.  McPhail  and  Agnes)  that  I 
wish  he  were  here.  I  could  muddy  his  back  in  no  time. 
Tell  Gabriel  (bro.  of  James  Daniel)  that  Dougald  says 
that  if  he  was  here  he  could  sandy  his  back  for  him  in 
short  order.  .  .  signed  John  Geddie  .  .  .  direct  your  letter 
to  Cherokee  County,  Rusk  Post  Office.” 

Mary  Margaret  and  James  Alexander  Geddie,  along  with 
their  children,  John,  James  Allen,  Catherine  Ann,  Dougald, 
and  others  decided  not  to  stay  in  Cherokee  County,  but 
moved  on  to  Van  Zandt,  a  more  unsettled  portion  of  the 
state  during  that  period. 

Dougald  McPhail  (son  of  Thomas  McPhail)  wrote  to 
his  cousin,  William  McPhail  Geddie  Jr.  from  Cherokee 
County,  Sept.  16,  1853:  “Dear  Cousin;  After  a  delay  of 
sometime  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  tell  you  that  I  have 
not  forgotten  you  yet  ...  all  the  rest  of  father’s  family 
is  in  good  health  .  .  .  except  T.  R.  (Thomas  Robert  McPhail, 
son  of  Thomas  McPhail)  and  John  A.  McPhail.  John  is 
not  stout,  but  this  has  not  kept  him  from  working.  Daniel’s 
wife  (Isabella)  is  not  well.  She  was  delivered  of  a  fine 
son.  It  was  born  August  22  (1853).  They  named  him 
Evander  McNair  after  Parson  McNair,  (Rev.  Evander 
McNair  of  Old  Bluff  Church) .  William,  I  will  say  to  you 
this  is  the  best  poor  man’s  country  that  I  ever  saw.  I 
have  seen  places  that  you  could  not  see  anything  of  a  man 
riding  on  his  horse  but  his  head  and  shoulders  in  the  grass 
and  some  spots  I  lacked  a  foot  of  reaching  the  top  of  the 
grass  sitting  on  my  horse.  I  have  taken  a  trip  over  west 
of  the  Trinity  River.  I  like  it  better  than  any  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  do  not  know  where  we  will  settle  yet.  I 
want  to  look  around  some  before  I  settle  anywhere.  I 
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remain  your  affectionate  cousin.  Dougald  McPhail  to 
William  Geddie.” 

From  Cherokee  County  October  19,  1853,  Daniel  Mc¬ 
Phail  wrote  to  Agnes  Geddie :  “After  a  delay  of  sometime, 
I  will  endeavor  to  write  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know 
that  I  am  yet  one  of  the  spared  monuments  of  God's 
tender  mercies  .  .  .  Myself  and  Isabella  are  able  to  be 
up  and  about  but  not  able  to  do  any  work.  Isabella  is 
in  delicate  health  at  this  time.  She  was  delivered  of  a 
son  the  22nd  day  of  August  (1853).  She  had  a  tedious 
labor.  She  was  in  labor  three  days.  We  had  a  doctor 
with  her.  He  was  from  Tennessee.  His  name  is  Plesant 
Hudson  Butler.  The  babe  is  not  well  nor  has  he  been 
since  birth,  owing  to  mother’s  milk,  I  think.  His  name 
is  Evander  McNair  McPhail.  Myself,  Thomas  R.  Dougald, 
and  Mary  Ann  and  Virgil  all  had  vilious  fever  (Mary  Ann 
and  Virgil  were  slaves) .  Uncle  Archibald  is  in  very  good 
health.  Father-in-law  (James  Alexander  Geddie)  and 
family  are  all  up.  Mother-in-law  (Mary  Margaret  Ged¬ 
die)  has  had  a  boil  on  each  of  her  breasts.  She  has  had 
the  doctor  to  see  her  and  he  said  it  was  a  very  serious 
case.  Until  Death  .  .  .  Daniel  and  Isabella  McPhail  to 
Agnes  Geddie  and  family.  .  .” 

In  1850,  on,  October  15th,  James  Alexander  Geddie  and 
his  family  were  in  Decatur  County,  Georgia.  In  an  old 
letter  written  by  W.  R.  Maxwell,  on  Oct.  15,  1850,  Decatur 
County,  Ga.,  is  the  following:  (Addressed  to  William  Mc¬ 
Phail  Geddie  in  North  Carolina:) 

“Dear  Cousin:  I  received  a  letter  from  brother  John 
(Maxwell)  and  he  says  that  the  crops  are  tolerable  good. 
He  is  coming  to  Georgia  to  see  us  all  once  more.  I  am 
looking  for  him  every  day.  He  has  sold  his  lands  and  is 
going  to  Texas  this  winter  if  he  can  get  off  when  he  comes. 
I  shall  go  with  him  when  he  goes  back.  Father  and  Daniel 
P.  Maxwell  and  Thomas  J.  Maxwell  and  James  Geddie 
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(James  Alexander)  are  all  going  to  Texas  this  winter. 
It  will  be  about  Christmas  before  they  can  get  off.  You 
may  tell  all  of  his  friends  if  they  ever  expect  to  see  him 
any  more  they  must  go  to  Texas  ...  I  have  seen  a  good 
deal  of  this  country  and  I  shant  advise  anyone  to  come 
here.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  has  been  a  fine  country 
19  or  20  years  ago,  but  it  won’t  do  to  tie  to  now.  The 
range  is  wore  out  and  right  in  this  neighborhood  they  say 
that  the  good  places  are  just  ahead.  If  life  lasts,  I  am 
going  to  find  it  before  I  return  to  Carolina  .  .  .  W.  R. 
Maxwell  to  William  Geddie.” 

Inasmuch  as  in  several  old  letters.  Maxwells  addressed 
themselves  to  William  Geddie  as  cousins,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  writer  that  James  Daniel  II,  son  of  the  first  James 
Daniel  Geddie  who  came  from  Scotland,  and  brother  to 
Big  John,  Tom,  Alexander,  and  Dougald,  married  a  Max¬ 
well.  It  has  been  handed  down  in  North  Carolina  that 
James  Geddie  married  a  Maxwell.  According  to  Will  Ged¬ 
die,  of  North  Carolina,  his  great  grandfather  Jim  Geddie 
married  a  Maxwell.  It  certainly  was  not  the  first  Geddie, 
because  he  married  a  McPhail.  Therefore  it  must  have 
been  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.,  son  of  the  first  James 
Daniel,  and  brother  of  Big  John,  Tom,  etc.  (who  was  Wm. 
McPhail  Geddie’s  father,  and  Will  Geddie’s  great  grand¬ 
father.) 

On  June  10,  1853,  Hiram  B.  Cade  wrote  to  William  Ged¬ 
die:  “Van  Zandt  Co.,  Texas.  Mr.  William  Geddie.  Dear 
Sir:  I  now  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  of 
writing  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  yet 
in  the  land  of  the  living  and  enjoying  pretty  good  health 
at  present.  Though  some  of  them  have  been  sick,  your 
relations  are  all  well.  I  saw  them  day  before  yesterday, 
when  Dougald  McPhail  married  a  Miss  Rosenbaum.  We 
had  a  real  old  North  Carolina  breakdown.  We  had  some 
of  the  prettiest  Texas  lasses  there  you  ever  saw.  Two  or 
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three  of  them  stole  my  gizzard.  I  think  I  enjoyed  myself 
as  well  as  I  ever  did  in  my  life.  Bill,  I  just  wish  you  were 
out  there  to  see  my  little  darling.  She  is  the  prettiest 
thing  in  the  world.  She  reminds  me  very  much  of  Sidney 
Cain,  only  she  is  a  prettier  figure.  And,  for  the  prettiest 
features.  Her  name  is  Sarah  Ann  Watts  —  The  Lily  of 
the  West!  Your  cousin  James  Allen  Geddie  and  myself 
have  had  the  severest  time  I  ever  saw.  Since  I  came  to 
Texas,  we  both  have  been  going  to  see  a  Miss)  White.  It 
is  all  a  mistake  about  there  not  being  any  girls  in  Texas. 
There  is  any  quantity  of  them  around  here  and  they  are 
the  worst  girls  for  wanting  to  get  married  I  ever  saw. 
There  is  one  in  this  neighborhood  that  I  am  saving  for 
you.  They  say  she  weighs  four  hundred  to  the  quarter. 
But,  I  am  fearful  you  are  tired  of  hearing  of  foolish  things. 
I  will  tell  you  about  living  and  about  how  they  live  in 
Texas.  When  they  have  good  seasons,  a  man  can  make 
plenty  and  work  a  third  of  his  time.  Though  we  went 
eight  weeks  this  summer  without  rain,  and  that  will  cut 
crops  short.  However,  they  will  make  enough  to  do  for 
us  all,  I  think.  Everybody  is  at  home,  everywhere  they 
go,  and  that  is  the  way  I  like  it  and  to  see  people.  We 
have  a  good  school  in  one  mile  of  our  house.  We  also 
have  a  singing  society  at  the  same  place  and  preaching 
four  times  a  month.  Tell  your  mother  that  if  we  had 
her  and  family  and  several  other  families  back  there,  in 
this  neighborhood,  we  would  have  the  best  neighborhoods 
in  the  world.  I  was  dissatisfied  when  I  first  got  to  Texas, 
but  since  then  I  have  got  acquainted  with  the  people  and 
I  have  become  satisfied,  and  as  for  myself,  I  never  expect 
to  go  back  to  North  Carolina  to  stay  long  at  a  time  again. 
But  I  would  like  to  have  some  of  my  old  acquaintances 
around  me.  But  if  they  will  not  come  to  Texas,  I  will 
have  to  live  without  them.  Tell  the  girls  if  they  want  to 
get  married  to  come  to  Texas,  for  I  think  Bell  and  Har- 
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riet  (Cade,  sisters  to  Hiram  B.  Cade)  have  had  three  or 
four  beaus  a  piece  ever  since  they  have  been  here.  The 
old  man  and  Uncle  Thomas  have  a  fine  time  hunting  to¬ 
gether.  They  can  kill  plenty  of  deer.  Your  Uncle  Archi¬ 
bald  (McPhail)  has  changed  a  good  deal  since  you  saw 
him.  I  hardly  knew  him  when  I  first  saw  him.  But  the 
rest  of  them  are  the  same  old  six  pence  ...  to  William 
McPhail  Geddie  from  Hiram  B.  Cade.'’ 

John  A.  McPhail  (son  of  Thomas  McPhail)  wrote  to 
James  Daniel  Geddie  (son  of  William  and  Agnes  Geddie) 
on  July  7th,  1853,  from  Cherokee  County,  Texas:  “Dear 
Cousin :  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  that  I  am 
on  the  land  of  the  living  yet  awhile,  enjoying  a  reasonable 
portion  of  health  and  all  the  rest  that  is  living.  Our  dear 
mother  is  no  more.  She  departed  this  life  on  the  10th 
of  June.  Although  I  cannot  explain,  her  suffering  was 
great  in  both  mind  and  in  flesh.  ...  I  will  tell  you  some¬ 
thing  about  our  travels.  We  were  on  the  road  just  one 
month  to  a  day.  We  cross  the  Mississippi  River  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  (1852).  We  had  a  steam  ferry  to  cross  over 
on.  We  were  two  days  in  the  Mississippi  bottom  and  it 
was  the  best  road  that  we  ever  had.  .  .  John  A.  McPhail 
to  James  D.  Geddie." 

An  interesting  letter  written  on  September  20,  1869, 
from  Alabama  gives  an  illuminating  sight  into  some  of 
the  descendants  of  James  Daniel  Geddie  II,  and  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  Mrs.  William  McPhail  Geddie  (Agnes,  or  Nancy) 
by  J.  D.  Geddie,  Jr.,  who  undoubtedly  was  James  Daniel 
Geddie  IV.  James  Daniel  Geddie  had  sons  named  William 
McPhail,  John,  Thomas,  Robert  Alexander,  James  Daniel 
(III),  Gabriel,  and  a  daughter  named  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  Phares.  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.  (IV)  wrote: 

“Dear  Aunt,  As  I  fix  upon  today  to  drop  you  a  few 
lines  for  the  first  time,  which  will  inform  you  that  I  am 
still  on  the  land  among  the  living  yet,  so  as  to  be  up  and 
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about.  Not  able  to  do  any  labor,  nor  haven’t  for  the  last 
17  months.  The  rest  of  the  family  is  up  and  about,  but 
Mother  is  very  feeble  in  her  old  age.  The  rest  of  the 
relations  are  as  common  as  far  as  I  know.  Old  Uncle 
Dougald  Geddie  and  Aunt  Sally  are  not  able  to  do  any¬ 
thing  at  all  at  any  time.  ‘Uncle’  James  Geddie  and  family 
is  well.  Uncle  John  Geddie’s  family  is  scattered  about  but 
are  tolerable  and  well  too  ...  at  present.  Hoping  these 
few  lines  safely  reach  and  find  you  and  family  all  well 
and  doing  fine.  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  write  to  any  of 
you,  being  I  never  hear  but  I  would  like  to  hear  from  any 
of  you  at  any  time.  Uncle  Gabriel  is  dead  and  has  been 
for  four  years.  He  let  Uncle  John  Geddie  take  his  busi¬ 
ness  in  hand  and  he  did  and  it  has  been  just  so  and  (the) 
has  been  sold  for  tax  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  will  take  hold  of  the  affair  and  straighten  it  out 
and  sell  the  land.  That  is  all  there  is  to  sell.  Uncle  John 
sold  everything  else  that  was  to  sell.  The  land  is  about 
all.  350  acres  or  400  acres  of  it  is  poor  piney  woods  land. 
I  want  to  know  what  you  all  have  to  say  whether  you  are 
all  willing  to  sell  it  or  not.  I  want  to  know  how  many 
heirs  you  and  Uncle  William  have  living  and  their  names 
and  ages.  I  want  this  information  immediately  if  you 
please  without  fail.  Put  all  down  plain  so  I  can  under¬ 
stand,  or  you  can  get  one  of  your  sons  to  fix  it  up.  I  also 
wish  to  be  remembered  by  you  and  your  family  as  a  true 
kinsman.  I  also  would  like  to  have  the  general  health  of 
our  relations  in  your  part  of  the  country.  I  heard  from 
Uncle  Robert  a  few  days  ago.  He  is  doing  well.  Excuse 
my  sorry  spelling  ...  I  want  you  to  answer  this  short 
letter  as  soon  as  convenient  for  you.  Yours  most  truly, 
J.  D.  Geddie,  Jr.  Direct  your  letters  to  Havana,  Alabama.” 

On  March  3,  1873,  Mary  Margaret  Geddie,  then  around 
66  years  of  ag,e  wrote  a  letter  to  her  sisters  son  and  her 
nephew,  Thomas  A.  Geddie,  father  of  Lela  and  Mary  Ged- 
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die:  “Dear  Nephew:  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  avail  my¬ 
self  of  the  present  in  attempting  to  answer  your  letter 
of  the  12th  of  December.  I  was  truly  glad  to  get  a  letter 
from  you  and  to  hear  that  you  are  all  well.  This  leaves 
all  the  family  up  with  the  exception  of  very  bad  colds  and 
coughs,  though  that  is  a  common  thing  through  this  set¬ 
tlement  and  generally  with  fever.  Something  like  pneu¬ 
monia.  The  connections  are  all  in  tolerably  good  health 
except  Hector  (McPhail  —  son  of  Thomas  McPhail).  He 
has  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  and  is  very 
low,  yet  he  was  taken  on  the  27th  day  of  January  and  he 
is  not  able  to  sit  up  but  very  little.  He  is  not  as  well  to¬ 
day  as  he  has  been.  I  expect  he  will  be  slow  in  recovery. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  fatal  sickness  through  this 
country  for  the  last  12  months.  We  have  had  a  very  hard 
winter,  that  is,  a  great  deal  of  cold  weather.  Your  Uncle 
Tom  and  Uncle  James  are  gone  to  Garden  Valley  today. 
I  received  your  picture  and  you  have  no  idea  how  much 
I  appreciated  it.  Tell  your  Ma  I  want  her  to  send  me 
her  picture  and  also  all  of  her  children.  We  also  received 
a  letter  from  Jack  and  Joseph  Garrison  with  their  pictures 
in  it,  and  we  were  glad  to  hear  from  them,  but  have  not 
answered  their  letter  yet.  We  sympathize  with  Jeanette 
(daughter  of  William  McPhail  Geddie  and  sister  to  Thomas 
A.  Geddie)  in  her  afflictions.  There  has  been  several 
cases  of  dropsy  through  this  country.  James  Allen  (Ged¬ 
die)  lost  his  youngest  son  with  it  last  fall.  There  was 
also  a  lady  died  in  our  settlement  about  ten  months  ago 
with  the  same  disease.  She  was  Jennie’s  and  Dobbin’s 
grandmother’s  brothers  wife.  (Must  have  been  a  Rosen¬ 
baum.)  .  .  .  Our  country  is  being  supplied  by  railroads. 
There  is  one  that  will  run  within  13  miles  of  us  (Grand 
Saline) .  I  want  you  to  let  me  know  if  old  Cousin  Cath¬ 
erine  Maxwell  is  living  or  not,  and  Sandy  McKeithan  and 
his  family,  if  they  are  living  and  where  do  they  live.  How 
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Haywood  Gainey  and  his  family  are  getting  along.  I  am 
sending  James  Dobbin's  (James  Dobbin  McPhail,  son  of 
Archibald  McPhail.  James  Dobbin  and  his  sister  Virginia 
Carolina  were  reared  by  James  Alexander  and  Mary  Mar¬ 
garet  Geddie  after  their  father  and  mother  had  passed 
away)  picture  and  I  want  you  to  hand  it  to  your  Uncle 
Daniel  McPhail  (who  was  a  brother  of  Thomas  McPhail) 
for  me.  We  have  heard  from  Dougald  McPhail  lately. 
He  is  living  in  Hunt  County  and  is  well  pleased  with  that 
country  ...  I  remain  as  ever  your  most  affectionate  aunt 
until  death  .  .  .  M.  M.  Geddie". 

Daniel  and  Isabella  (Geddie)  McPhail  wrote  to  the 
family  of  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie  on  March  9,  1873:  ‘‘My 
dear  Aunt:  .  .  .  Isabella  was  delivered  of  a  fine  son  on 
the  12th  of  February  (1873).  It  has  not  been  very  well, 
but  it  is  better.  Expect  we  will  call  his  name  Samuel 
Meshach  .  .  .  Cousin  John  Murphy  and  his  children  and 
grandchildren  are  all  well.  They  live  at  Garden  Valley 
about  10  miles  from  us.  Cousin  John  McLaurin  and  his 
family  were  all  well  the  last  time  I  heard  from  them. 
They  live  in  Uvalde  County.  It  is  300  miles  from  here 
to  where  they  live.  I  will  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Cade.  She  died  very  suddenly.  Tell  Dublin  and  Sealah 
(negros)  that  Virgil  (negro)  and  his  wife  was  well  last 
week.  Mary  Ann  (negro)  and  her  man  was  well  a  few 
days  ago.  Virgil's  wife  lost  a  child  sometime  ago.  I  would 
like  to  know  how  the  freed  men  conducts  themselves  in 
that  country.  I  will  now  give  you  a  list  of  the  marriages 
in  the  connections  this  winter:  William  Robert  Geddie  was 
married  in  Christmas  holidays  to  a  Miss  Charlotte  Graham 
and  Daniel  McMillan  was  married  to  a  Miss  Sarah  Eliza¬ 
beth  Allen'  in  the  Holy  days  of  Christmas.  I  supposed  it 
would  interest  cousin  Thomas  A.  and  Dougald  and  James 
and  Jeanette  Isabella  and  all  the  youngsters.  Give  my 
love  and  last  respects  to  all  inquiring  friends  in  that  coun- 
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try  .  .  .  Daniel  and  Isabella  family  to  Aunt  Nancy  Geddie 
and  family  and  all  inquiring  friends/^ 

The  letters  which  were  written  by  the  Texas  Geddies 
and  McPhails  back  to  North  Carolina  meant  a  great  deal 
to  the  loved  ones  in  the  Tar  Heel  State.  In  the  words 

of  John  Franklin  McPhail,  in  a  letter  written  to  Rev.  Sam 

/ 

McPhail  on  March  4,  1912,  this  sentiment  is  expressed: 

'T  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  my  kinfolks  in  the 
great  state  of  Texas,  and  have  asked  Cousin  Tom  (Thomas 
A.  Geddie)  for  the  address.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from 
you,  and  your  letter  carries  me  back  to  boyhood  days  that 

I  now  distinctly  recall.  When  a  letter  was  received  from 
Texas,  all  the  old  folks  would  gather  around  and  intently 
listen  while  it  was  read.  Sometimes  some  of  them  would 
cry  as  the  letter  told  of  the  death  of  one  of  their  loved 
ones.  I  remember  well  all  the  names  of  our  kin  who  moved 
away.  My  grandmother  and  grandfather  (John  McPhail, 
who  married  Mary  Baker)  told  me  of  them.^^ 

If  by  chance  the  reader  happens  to  run  across  a  person 
by  the  name  of  Geddie  with  skin  several  shades  darker 
than  his,  it  might  be  well  to  read  this: 

During  colonial  times,  and  during  early  days  of  the 
States  before  the  Civil  War,  the  Geddies  in  North  Carolina 
owned  quite  a  number  of  slaves.  Big  John  Geddie  had 
a  great  number  of  slaves,  and  one  in  particular,  was  known 
as  Big  Tom.  After  he  and  the  other  slaves  had  been  freed 
just  after  the  civil  war.  Big  Tom  took  the  name  of  Ged¬ 
die,  which  is  testimony  to  the  method  by  which  they  were 
treated  during  slavery.  Big  Tom’s  descendants,  negroes 
by  the  name  of  Geddie  spread  from  North  Carolina  to  the 
Borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  James  Daniel  Geddie 

II  (or  Jr.)  had  a  number  of  slaves.  James  Alexander  Ged¬ 
die,  son  of  Big  John  owned  two  or  three  slaves.  Daniel 
and  Isabella  McPhail  owned  two  slaves,  one  of  whom  was 
named  Virgil. 
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Virgil  went  back  to  North  Carolina  to  see  his  relatives, 
and  when  he  reached  the  farm  of  Thomas  A.  Geddie,  the 
latter  was  so  glad  to  see  him  that  he  treated  the  former 
slave  like  royalty,  and  gave  him'  a  large  ham. 

On  August  11,  1875,  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  (son  of 
James  Daniel  II,  and  brother  to  William  McPhail  Geddie) 
wrote  to  his  nephew  Thomas  A.  Geddie:  “Dear  Nephaw: 
.  .  .  This  is  the  best  place  to  make  a  living  that  I  ever  saw. 
Anybody  that  will  work  can  make  a  good  living  here. 
D.  P.  Maxwell  is  living  on  the  same  place  and  his  son  John 
is  living  in  the  house  with  him.  Alex  is  living  half  mile 
from  him  on  the  same  land.  T.  J.  Maxwell  is  living  on 
the  same  place  where  he  lived  when  I  first  came  to  this 
country.  They  are  all  well.  John  Edings  is  not  married. 
He  lives  four  miles  from  me  ...  I  want  to  know  if  Jack 
Geddie's  wife  is  living  or  not.  ...  I  remain  as  ever  your 
uncle  until  death,  Robert  A.  Geddie.’' 

From  Morehouse  Parish,  Louisiana,  Eton  Post  Office  on 
December  5,  1882,  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  wrote  to  his 
nephew  again.  “Mr.  Thomas  A.  Geddie,  Dear  Nephew: 
I  seat  myself  to  write  you  a  few  lines  in  answer  to  yours 
received  a  few  days  ago.  I  was  truly  glad  to  hear  from 
you  all  but  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  mother.  But 
that  is  a  debt  that  we  will  have  to  pay  and  we  ought  to 
be  prepared  at  all  times.  This  leaves  myself  and  family 
all  as  well  as  common.  I  am  getting  old  and  never  feel 
well.  We  have  three  children  living  with  us.  Jennette 
and  Martha  and  Robert.  He  is  grown.  Three  are  mar¬ 
ried.  Our  youngest  daughter  married  last  winter.  A  man 
by  the  name  of  Billie  Rawls.  They  live  on  John  Edings 
place.  The  rest  of  them  all  have  good  places  of  their  own. 
John  lives  with  brother-in-law  Frank  King  and  cultivates 
his  own  land.  He  is  not  married.  They  are  all  doing 
splendid.  Fine  crops  all  over  this  country  this  year.  Cot- 
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ton  and  corn,  potatoes,  tobacco,  sugar  cane,  everything  that 
was  planted  made  well  this  year.  And  last  year  was  the 
sorriest  crops  ever  made,  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  have 
been  here  about  thirty  years  .  .  .  One  of  my  little  grand 
daughters  got  burned  15  days  ago  ...  I  think  she  will  get 
Avell.  Her  name  is  Mattie  King.  She  stays  with  us  most 
of  the  time,  but  she  was  at  her  Ma’s  when  she  got  burned. 
She  is  our  pet.  Old  Cousin  Cathy  Maxwell  is  dead.  She 
died  this  last  winter.  D.  P.  Maxwell  took  dinner  with 
us  yesterday.  He  is  well  and  doing  very  well.  One  of 
T.  J.  Maxwell’s  single  daughters  is  keeping  house  for  him. 
He  says  she  keeps  things  just  like  the  old  lady  did.  He 
has  one  son  living  on  the  same  place  where  he  lives.  He 
has  a  large  family.  They  live  10  miles  from  us.  I  am 
now  in  merchandising.  Have  been  for  three  years  in  part¬ 
nership  with  another  man.  We  made  the  first  year,  but 
since  that  time,  we  have  lost.  We  haven’t  collected  much, 
yet  if  I  come  out  even  this  year,  I  will  quit.  I  rent  my 
land  out.  The  most  of  it.  I  gin  some,  but  that  don’t  pay 
the  way  it  used  to.  .  .  We  had  the  worst  storm  that  I  ever 
saw.  It  blew  large  hickory  trees  up  by  the  root  in  my 
yard.  I  expected  every  minute  the  house  would  be  torn 
to  pieces.  We  had  built  a  church.  It  was  not  quite  fin¬ 
ished  half  a  mile  from  me  and  it  was  torn  all  to  pieces. 
And,  the  roads  could  not  be  travelled  in  some  places  for 
the  timber.  We  have  had  preaching  a  plenty.  It  does  not 
look  like  it  has  had  any  effect  on  the  people.  We  have 
not  had  a  good  meeting  among  the  Baptists  and  Methodists 
in  several  years.  There  is  no  Presbyterian  church  in  our 
country.  Only  in  town.  I  want  to  know  how  many  sisters 
you  have  and  how  they  are  getting  along.  Also  your 
brothers  Daniel  and  Alex  are  getting  along,  and  is  Jack 
Geddie’s  wife  living  yet.  We  haven’t  heard  from  them  in 
some  time.  I  have  no  news  of  importance  to  write.  Ex¬ 
cuse  my  paper.  Must  close  for  this  time.  Write  soon  and 
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all  the  news  ...  I  remain  as  ever  your  uncle  until  death. 
Robt.  A.  Geddie.” 

Out  of  Flint  Mills,  Hale  County,  Alabama  on  December 
4,  1882  came  a  letter  written  by  J.  W.  Geddie  addressed 
to  Thomas  A.  Geddie:  “Dear  Cousin:  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  for 
I  did  not  know  that  such  a  person  existed  until  accidentally 
I  saw  an  old  letter  you  had  written  to  J.  M.  Geddie.  I 
want  to  hear  from  you  and  tell  me  what  sort  of  country 
you  live  in,  and  what  is  the  most  prosperous  crops.  .  .  our 
election  went  Democratic  as  usual  .  .  .  Come  out  here  and 
see  us  this  winter  ...  You  will  not  have  far  to  go  after 
you  get  off  ...  up  the  Centerville  road  you  will  find  I.  D. 
Geddie,  then  inquire  for  me  .  .  .  your  cousin.  J.  W.  Geddie.” 

The  above  letter  was  undoubtedly  written  by  James  Wil¬ 
liam  Geddie,  son  of  Alexander  and  Jeanette  Geddie.  Alex¬ 
ander  was  a  first  cousin  to  Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie, 
and  therefore  must  have  been  nephew  to  Wm.  Geddie 
the  father  of  Thomas  A.  Geddie.  Alexander,  it  is  believ¬ 
ed,  was  the  son  of  John  Geddie,  brother  to  William  Mc- 
Phail  Geddie.  James  William  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  4, 
1852,  and  died  Oct.  20,  1892.  He  is  buried  in  or  near 
Havana,  Ala. 

On  January  12,  1877  James  M.  Geddie  addressed  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Geddie:  “Dear  Cousin.  I  take  the 
pleasure  of  writing  you  a  few  lines  .  .  .  Your  letter  found 
father  and  mother  both  dead,  leaving  two  boys  and  four 
girls,  all  with  families,  but  1  girl.  The  relations  that 
are  left  are  doing  tolerable  well.  Uncle  Isaac  Phares  and 
Aunt  Martha  Geddie  are  all  the  old  folks  that  are  living 
in  this  country  .  .  .  Brother  Robert  and  Thomas  and  both 
dead.  Robert  died  in  the  war.  Thomas  died  two  years 
ago.  Mother  died  18  years  ago.  Father  died  last  year. 
Me  and  brother  Isaac  D.  Geddie  are  living  near  Carthage, 
Alabama  (Hale  County)  and  are  doing  tolerable  well  but 
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it's  hard  times  in  this  part  of  the  country  ...  I  have  a 
wife  and  four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  Brother 
Isaac  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  one  boy  and  one  girl. 
.  .  .  James  M.  Geddie  to  Thomas  A.  Geddie,  a  relation." 

In  Van  Zandt  County,  the  “Free  State"  as  it  was  known 
in  the  early  days,  the  town  of  Tunnell's  Chappel  was  the 
traditional  shopping  place  of  the  McPhails  and  Geddies, 
and  the  place  later  became  Colfax,  which  even  today  is 
the  gathering  place  of  the  McPhails  and  Geddies  during 
annual  homecoming,  the  last  Sunday  in  August  each  year. 
.  .  .  Around  Colfax  still  rings  the  hearty  humor  of  Uncle 
Dobbin  McPhail,  James  Dobbin  McPhail,  son  of  Archibald 
McPhail  who  came  to  Texas  with  James  Alex  and  Mary 
Margaret  Geddie  from  North  Carolina.  Uncle  Dobbin 
(named  for  James  C.  Dobbin,  Secretary  of  War  under 
President  Pierce  and  a  friend  to  Archibald  McPhail  when 
both  lived  in  Fayetteville)  liked  to  fish.  He  liked  it  so 
well  he  would  plow  during  rainy  spells  and  fish  and  hunt 
during  the  periods  of  sunshine.  Aunt  Sally  (Sarah  Wini¬ 
fred  Hendley),  his  wife,  got  fed  up  with  his  fishing  ex¬ 
peditions  once,  and  chopped  the  bottom  out  of  his  boat. 
As  Uncle  Dobbin  stood  and  pondered  his  ruined  boat,  he 
said : 

“That's  right,  Sally,  if  you're  going  to  be  a  woman, 
be  a  hell  of  a  woman." 

Uncle  Dobbin  took  off  on  a  hunting  trip  to  the  Big 
Thicket  in  Southeast  Texas  one  time  and  fished  and  hunt¬ 
ed  for  nine  months!  His  son  Archie  McPhail  and  George 
Reaves  went  to  the  Big  Thicket  to  get  him,  and  he  wasn't 
ready  to  come  home.  While  there  they  saw  him  dressing 
out  a  wild  hog  he'd  killed.  He  told  his  hunting  partner 
he  was  ashamed  for  his  son  to  see  him  dressing  a  hog 
that  only  weighed  75  pounds. 

Van  Zandt  County  in  these  days  was  prime  hunting 
country.  For  old  bird  dog  lovers  like  the  writer  and  those 
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who  during  the  winter  months  are  pronouncedly  inspired 
by  the  strange  desire  to  walks  for  miles  in  order  to  shoot 
at  an  elusive  bird,  those  must  have  been  the  grand  old 
days,  for  instance,  like  the  day  the  writer^s  father  and 
Homer  McPhail  went  quail  hunting  with  Polie^s  (the 
writer’s  father)  English  setter  dog,  Pat.  The  dog  pointed 
a  covey  of  bob  white,  and  on  the  covey  rise,  both  men 
shot  and  when  the  shooting  was  over  15  birds  lay  dead 
on  the  ground.  In  those  days,  there  were  150  birds  to  a 
covey. 

A  few  days  later  Polie  missed  Pat.  It  was  nine  months 
later  that  he  pulled  up  at  the  depot  at  Grand  Saline,  and 
noticed  a  dog  across  the  tracks.  He  whistled,  and  the  dog 
came  running,  jumped  up  in  the  wagon.  It  was  Pat.  The 
man  who  had  been  with  the  dog  raised  a  lot  of  cain,  but 
the  dog  stayed  with  Polie  and  there  were  no  complaints. 

Uncle  Dobbin  loved  not  only  to  fish,  but  he  loved  fish, 
the  more  the  merrier.  He  and  a  group  of  other  fishing 
enthusiasts  one  time  threw  dynamite  into  the  Neches  River 
and  killed  fish  by  the  hundreds.  There  was  official  action 
later  that  came  to  naught.  On  another  occasion.  Uncle 
Dobbin  was  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  river  with  a  stick 
of  dynamite  in  his  hand.  The  game  warden  came  up  and 
asked,  "‘Are  you  all  dynamiting  fish?”  Uncle  Dobbin  re¬ 
plied,  “Why  of  course  not,  here  hold  this,”  and  handed 
the  dynamite  to  the  game  warden.  Uncle  Dobbin  just 
kept  talking,  and  eased  his  pipe  up  to  the  dynamite,  light¬ 
ing  the  fuse.  He  calmly  said,  “If  you  don’t  want  to  get 
blowed  up,  you’d  better  get  rid  of  that.” 

The  game  warden  looked  down  at  the  burning  stick  of 
dynamite  in'  his  hand  and  threw  it  way  out  into  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  river.  Uncle  Dobbin  had  fish  for  supper  that 
night. 

The  night  of  the  day  on  which  the  writer’s  grandfather, 
John  Wesley  Geddie  died,  his  brother,  and  the  writer’s 
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great  uncle,  Henry  Clay  Geddie,  went  to  his  country  law¬ 
yer’s  office  in  Canton  and  wrote  a  poem  entitled  ‘'When 
Father  Prayed.”  Since  it  was  written,  it  has  always  been 
the  writer’s  favorite  poem,  because  it  told  so  much  of 
those  days  early  in  the  settlement  of  Texas: 

“When  Father  Prayed 

Beside  the  hearthstone  of  our  humble  cot,  ’twas  there 
My  infant  ears  first  heard  the  awesome  voice  of  prayer. 
As  father  asked  the  Lord  to  keep  us  safe  from  harm 
Throughout  night’s  darkness  ’neath  His  sheltering  arm. 
With  childlike  faith  I  knew  I  would  be  kept. 

Safe  and  secure  while  through  the  night  I  slept. 

And  though  the  darkness  came,  the  wolf  pack  howled. 
The  panther  screamed,  the  shattering  thunder  rolled. 
The  storm  winds  shrieked  their  challenge  o’er  my  head 
I  laid  me  down  and  slept  upon  my  trundle  bed. 

For  I  was  not  afraid. 

“When  Father  Prayed 

With  humble  mien,  in  simple  phrase  and  neat 

He  laid  his  pleadings  at  his  Savior’s  feet 

And  begged  that  we  might  have  our  daily  bread. 

Our  sins  forgiven,  and  be  Spirit  led 

Our  burden  lifted  and  our  strength  renewed 

To  meet  the  many  trials  that  ensued. 

And  as  he  prayed  oft  did  I  watch  his  tear  wet  face 
Lifted,  all  glory  lighted,  to  the  throne  of  grace 
And  read  his  answer  there. 

“In  Father’s  Prayer 

He  craved  that  God  would  bring  our  family  home. 

To  meet,  a  band  unbroken,  ’round  the  'father’s  throne. 
Long  years  have  passed  since  I  last  heard  that  plea. 

But  it  is  not  forgotten  and  it  will  not  be. 

For  in  the  court  of  heaven  his  cause  will  pend, 
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Until  the  lives,  on  earth  of  all  of  us  shall  end, 

And  heaven's  high  Chancellor  makes  his  final  call. 

The  others,  subjects  of  this  plea  are  gone.  All  — 

I  stand  alone  this  side  the  lethal  tide 
Waiting  my  summons  to  the  other  side. 

And  doubt  not  that  the  judgment  of  his  soverign  will 
With  mercy  will  be  tempered,  and  I  still 
Am  unafraid." 

In  the  records  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  are  many 
notations  relating  to  the  name  of  Geddie: 

In  a  book  in  Cumberland  County  are  recorded  these 
marriages:  Daniel  Geddie  married  Elizabeth  McPhail  May 
6,  1848,  witnessed  by  William  H.  Gainey  and  W.  J.  Me- 
Laurin,  clerk.  Dougald  Geddie  married  Sarah  Baker, 
dated  May  15,  1850,  witnessed  by  Daniel  Geddie  and  W.  J. 
McLaurin,  clerk.  James  Geddie  married  Mary  Margaret 
McPhail  May  4,  1831,  witnessed  by  John  McLeran,  and 
D.  McDermid,  clerk.  McDuffie  Geddie  married  Mary  C. 
Williams,  December  14,  1865,  witnessed  by  W.  H.  Gainey 
and  J.  S.  Warden,  clerk.  Robert  Geddie  married  Chris¬ 
tian  Geddie  April  15,  1843,  witnessed  by  Gabriel  Geddie, 
and  John  W.  McLeran.  Alexander  Geddie  married  Anna 
McMillan  June  4,  1810,  witnessed  by  John  Baker  and  Rob¬ 
inson  Mumford.  William  Geddie  married  Agnes  McPhail, 
May  1,  1836,  witnessed  by  Thomas  M.  McLeran,  and  A. 
McLean,  Jr. 

Whether  James  Daniel  Geddie  had  brothers  when  he 
came  to  this  country  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  from 
the  evidence,  it  is  believed  that  he  did  have  at  least  two 
brothers,  perhaps  Thomas  and  John.  By  word  of  mouth, 
it  has  been  handed  down  in  North  Carolina  that  when 
this  first  Geddie  and  the  first  McPhail  (Namely,  Isabella, 
who  married  James  Daniel  Geddie)  came  over  from  Scot¬ 
land  around  1772,  the  boat  was  loaded  mainly  with  Ged- 
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dies,  McPhails,  and  Maxwells.  Will  Geddie,  whose  father 
James  Daniel  Geddie  was  a  son  of  William  McPhail  Ged¬ 
die,  and  whose  great  grandfather  was  James  Daniel  Ged¬ 
die  II  (or  Jr.)  reported  his  father  saying  that  one  of  the 
Maxweirs  had  to  leave  Scotland  because  he  horse-whipped 
his  landlord.  This  may  have  been  true,  but  might  have 
been  made  in  jest;  so  many  people  today  say  to  the  writer: 
“Have  you  found  one  that's  been  hung,  yet?" 

King  George  III  granted  150  acres  and  270  acres  and 
50  acres  to  James  Geddie  in  May  and  July  of  1774.  This 
is  a  part  of  the  old  land  grants,  records  of  which  are  kept 
in  N.C.  Grants  were  also  made  to  Dougald  McPhail  and 
to  Daniel  McPhail.  James  Geddie's  grants  were  Grant 
No.  569,  issued  the  22nd  of  July  1774,  Entry  No.  248, 
entered  19th  of  May  1773,  in  Book  No.  22,  page  429.  His 
case  No.  was  1416.  It  was  located  adjoining  his  other 
land.  This  information  was  kindly  provided  by  Jennie 
Bell  Sexton. 

If  James  Daniel  Geddie  had  brothers,  and  if  John  Ged¬ 
die  were  one  of  them,  he  was  quite  a  political  figure  in 
colonial  times.  It  is  mentioned  above  that  he  was  active 
in  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly  that  ratified  the 
action  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  Treasur¬ 
er’s  Office  Papers,  Vouchers,  Box  G.  is  a  record  of  his 
having  been  paid  for  services  in  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  to  wit:  “This  may  certify.  That  John  Geddy 
(Geddie  spelled  both  ways)  of  Halifax  County,  is  allowed 
the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Five  pounds  specie,  as 
by  report  of  the  board  of  auditors.  Dated  this  28th  June 
1784,  signed  by  J.  Bradford,  Dist.,  J.  Branch,  Aud.,  and 
Wm.  Wootten,  Clerk." 

At  the  council  held  at  Campbellton,  (Later  Fayetteville) 
23  March  1779,  Joseph  Leech,  Edward  Starkey,  Robert  G. 
Eignall,  John  Simpson  recommended  that  His  Excellency 
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the  Governor  appoint  John  Geddy  (Geddie)  captain  of  a 
troop  of  horse  to  be  composed  of  volunteers  to  be  raised 
in  North  Carolina  in  Defense  of  American  Liberty.  (Page 
286,  V.  14,  N.  C.  Records). 

It  is  reported  that  John  Geddie  fought  with  Brig.  Gen¬ 
eral  Francis  Marion  who  is  referred  to  as  being  “of  South 
Carolina,  distinguished  as  a  partisan  warrior,  a  terror 
to  the  British  Cavalry,  renowned  as  The  Swamp  Fox, 
faithful  and  invincible  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Died  Feb. 
9,  1795’’  —  Page  536  Records  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
by  W.T.R.  Saffell,  published  in  1885. 

If  James  Danieb  Geddie  had  another  brother,  and  if  that 
brother  were  Thomas  Geddie,  then  he,  too,  served  a  long 
period  during  the  American  Revolution :  The  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  Washington  D.  C.  main¬ 
tains  records  that  show  that  one  “Thomas  Geddy  (Geddie) 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  private  in  the  North 
Carolina  continental  line,  and  was  paid  100  pounds  specie, 
plus  interest.  Box  G,  Vouchers,  Treasurer’s  Office  Papers, 
North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History. 

In  the  Civil  War,  there  were  six  Geddies,  from  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  listed  in  Moore’s  Roster  of  N.  C.  troops 
in  the  War  Between  the  States:  Gabriel  Geddie,  James 
Daniel  Geddie,  William  McPhail  Geddie,  Jr.,  all  sons  of 
Wm.  McPhail  and  Agnes  Geddie,  and  James  Carson,  Mc¬ 
Duffie,  and  James  Daniel  Geddie,  sons  of  Big  John  Geddie. 
There  were  Geddies,  also,  from  Alabama  and  Miss,  in  the 
Civil  War. 

And,  there  were  Geddies  in  the  Civil  War  from  Louisi¬ 
ana.  There  is  one  J.  Geddie  listed  as  a  private  in  the 
17th  Louisiana  Infantry,  Company  G,  who  is  listed  in 
Louisiana  Confederate  Soldiers,  written  by  Andrew  B. 
Booth,  and  published  in  1920.  He  is  listed  as  being  on  the 
federal  rolls  of  Prisoners  of  War  and  was  paroled  at  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Miss.  July  4,  1863.  Undoubtedly,  this  “J.  Geddie” 
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was  James  Geddie,  son  of  Alexander  Geddie  who  was  the 
son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie  1. 

Then,  there  was  a  John  W.  Geddie,  private  company  D, 
12th  Louisiana  Infantry,  who  entered  the  Confederate 
Army  on  Aug.  18,  1861,  at  Camp  Moose,  La.,  according 
to  Booth.  He  was  absent  sick  in  the  hospital  from  March 
to  June,  of  1863,  and  on  the  roll  of  July  1,  1863,  he  is 
listed  as  having  died  in  the  hospital.  He  was  undoubtedly 
the  offspring  of  one  of  the  Alabama  Geddies  who  had  ven¬ 
tured  farther  on  west. 

On  December  16,  1947,  the  writer  received  a  letter  from 
George  Geddie,  marine  engineer,  from  The  Cross,  Gar- 
mouth,  Morayshire,  Scotland,  to  wit:  “My  great  grand¬ 
father  (James  Geddie  who  married  Barbara  Duncan)  was, 
I  understand,  a  cooper  or  carpenter.  My  grandfather 
(Elder  William  Geddie)  was  a  ship  wright.  He  had  a 
very  large  family,  and  his  descendants  are  scattered  in 
different  parts  of  the  world.  When  I  was  a  boy,  there 
were  a  lot  of  Geddies  here,  all  in  the  ship  building  trade. 
My  grandfather  when  a  young  man  had  his  kit  packed 
ready  to  board  ship  for  Miramichi,  New  Brunswick,  when 
he  bought  a  shipwreck  and  help  to  revive  the  shipbuilding 
business  here.  Many  ships  were  built  here  that  sailed  the 
seven  seas,  mostly  built  by  Geddies.  Iron  and  steel  put 
an  end  to  these  wooden  sailing  ships.  I  was  born  here 
in  1869,  and  (came  back  after  I  retired).  My  father  was 
a  surgeon,  and  like  all  other  young  men  in  the  village,  I  had 
to  clear  out  to  make  a  living.  Hence,  relations  of  people 
from  Garmouth  are  all  over  the  world.  I  once  met  one 
on  Thursday  Island,  northern  tip  of  Queensland  about  the 
most  outlandish  place  I’ve  ever  been  in.  I  am  a  marine 
engineer.  Spent  most  of  my  time  in  service  with  the 
Japanese,  until  they  did  away  with  their  European  em¬ 
ployers.  Clever  little  devils,  the  Japanese.  Before  they 
came  into  the  late  war,  months  before,  I  had  told  a  ship- 
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mate  of  mine  here  (retired)  what  would  happen  and  sev¬ 
eral  times  I  told  him  it  was  time  Uncle  Sam  had  his  scouts 
a  thousand  miles  at  sea.  Of  course,  1  didn't  know  where 
they  would  strike.  Uncle  Sam  should  have  known  the 
mentality  of  the  Jap  better.  America  practically  western¬ 
ized  the  Jap  and  many  a  million  dollars  went  into  it  from 
the  States.  Well,  I  shall  write  again,  kindest  regards, 
yours  sincerely,  George  Geddie." 

In  another  missive  penned  12  January  1948,  George  Ged- 
die  again  wrote  from  The  Cross,  Garmouth,  Scotland:  “I 
have  great  faith  in  Europe,  yet,  and  I  can  see  daylight 
peeping  through.  With  people  of  good  will,  America, 
Europe,  and  the  civilized  people  of  the  world  can  and 
should  see  everything  running  straight  again.  It's  a,  pity 
that  Hitler  and  his  gang  were  ever  bred.  The  Germans 
are  a  great  people.  I  sailed  for  a  few  years  with  a  Ger¬ 
man  shipmaster,  and  we  were  great  friends.  We  kept 
clear  of  politics,  however.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  believe 
that  the  ambitions  of  the  late  Emporer  William  put  the 
world  out  of  gear.  Like  Churchill  said,  “One  man  and 
one  man  alone,  that  Jackass  Mussolini,  ruined  his  beautiful 
country."  It  is  awfully  good  of  you  Americans  to  take 
such  an  interest  in  the  old  country,  even  to  looking  up 
your  private  ancestors.  Remember,  in  the  old  days  few 
people  kept  records.  Less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  the  proportion  of  the  people  who  could  read  and  write 
was  very  small.  Registers  were  kept  by  the  few  only. 
I  resurrected  an  old  family  Bible  where  records  are  kept. 
It  weighs  about  twenty  pounds.  It  was  my  grandfathers 
and  the  last  time  I  had  seen  it  was  over  fifty  years  ago. 
It  states:  ‘Register  of  William  Geddie  (Elder),  son  of 
James  Geddie  and  Barbara  Duncan,  residents  of  Garmouth, 
then  starts  with  his  own  name  William  Geddie,  born  1785, 
and  then  with  a  list  of  his  family:  William,  carpenter  and 
shipbuilder,  who  had  a  large  family,  James  Geddie,  wood 
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merchant,  John  Geddie,  cooper,  and  Barbara  Geddie,'  who 
married  a  Reid.  Her  last  descendant  died  in  New  York 
a  few  years  ago.  The  Geddies  are  scattered  over  the  face 
of  the  earth.  There  are  a  large  number  of  them  here,  but 
they  are  all  laid  up  in  Essil,  the  village  churchyard.  This 
must  have  been  the  home  of  Geddies.  There  are  few  here 
now.  Besides  myself,  there  is  a  cousin  George  Geddie, 
and  a  cousin  James  Geddie.  James  Geddie  and  his  wife 
have  been  hard  hit.  They  lost  three  sons,  all  fine  young 
men,  since  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  (WWII).  One 
was  lost  on  the  beaches  at  Dunkirk.  Another  son  John 
went  through  the  whole  war,  and  was  in  many  dirty  places, 
came  home  a  wreck  and  died.  And  only  a  few  months 
ago,  a  third,  Robert  had  a  fatal  accident  in  London. 

“The  ship  building  business  had  its  ups  and  downs,  and 
when  it  was  down  people  began  leaving,  some  of  them, 
among  them  Geddies,  to  South  Africa,  and  I  left  about 
the  same  time,  or  later.  But  the  homing  instinct  gets  hold 
of  Scotsmen  and  a  lot  of  us  from  time  to  time  returned 
to  the  old  home. 

“I  see  you  have  troubles  with  weather  in  America'^  — 
this  in  reference  to  the  record  snowfall  at  the  time  the 
writer  was  in  New  York  —  “Many  years  ago  I  made  a 
voyage  from  Manaos,  a  thousand  miles  up  the  Amazon  to 
New  York.  Red  hot  until  we  rounded  Cape  Hatteras  and 
arrived  in  New  York  more  like  an  ice  box  than  a  ship. 
Your  comment  about  ‘cooper’  is  very  interesting.  My  great 
grandfather  was  a  cooper,  attached  I  think  to  a  fishing 
station  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Spey.  There  is  a  Scots 
song  called  “The  Cooper  of  Fife’.  I  wonder  if  he  were  a 
Geddie?  With  kindest  regards,  George  Geddie.” 

George  Geddie,  the  marine  engineer,  won  the  Order  of 
the  Rising  Sun  from  the  Japanese  for  his  part  in  the 
Russo-Japanese  War.  He  also  was  in  the  2nd  Boxer  Re¬ 
bellion. 
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In  the  Elgin  (Scotland)  Courant  and  Courier,  dated 
Friday,  March  4,  1949,  in  an  article  about  the  twin  cities 
of  Garmouth  and  Kingston,  Morayshire: 

“Garmouth  is  a  quaint  little  place  with  an  old  world 
charm  that  can  be  attributed  perhaps  to  the  fact  that  its 
development  was  arrested  ...  I  found  the  plaque  that 
King  Charles  II  signed  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant 
at  this  spot  on  the  23  of  June  1650”  (in  an  old  outhouse 
belonging  to  a  Geddie) . 

“Mr.  (George)  Geddie,  whose  house  stands  opposite  the 
war  memorial,  is  one  whose  life  can  only  be  reckoned  as 
a  full  one.  Like  many  other  Scotsmen  of  the  period,  Mr. 
Geddie  could  find  nothing  to  his  taste  here  so  he  went 
off  to  Japan  where  he  spent  twenty  years  as  a  marine 
engineer.  Before  he  retired  during  the  first  World  War, 
he  had  experienced  the  Russo  Japanese  .  .  .  war”.  .  .  and 
the  second  Boxer  Uprising. 

“Mr.  Geddie  keeps  out  of  mischief  now  by  tending  his' 
two  gardens.” 

Another  distinguished  Geddie  in  Scotland  was  James 
Geddie,  brother  to  John  Liddell  Geddie,  and  the  son  of 
John  Geddie  who  for  years  was  assistant  editor  of  The 
Scotsman,  Scotland’s  leading  newspaper.  James  Geddie 
was  born  in  Edinburgh  on  July  21,  1879,  and  was  educated 
at  Daniel  Stewart  College  not  far  from  the  quaint  and 
pretty  “Ann  Street”,  near  the  Water  of  Leith,  where  his 
family  lived,  at  No.  16  Ann  St.  At  the  age  of  14,  he  per¬ 
suaded  his  parents  that  he  would  do  better  to  leave  school 
and  earn  his  own  living,  attending  evening  classes  to  im¬ 
prove  his  education.  He  joined  the  firm  of  Forest  and 
Turnbull,  wholesale  contractors  at  Leith,  but  that  did  not 
satisfy  him,  inasmuch  as  he  wanted  to  be  an  engineer,  and 
took  classes  in  that  subject  at  night  in  Heriot  Watt  College. 

Later  he  joined  the  firm  of  J.  Young  and  Son,  as  con¬ 
tractors  engineer,  on  public  works  at  Talla  Reservoir,  or 
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Edinburgh  Water  Works,  the  Leith  New  Dock,  and  the 
Drumbowie  Reservoir.  His  work  on  the  Edinburgh  water 
works,  and  his  life  among  the  hills  to  the  south  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  were  among  his  greatest  pleasures.  During  the  time 
he  worked  in  Edinburgh,  he  joined  the  Territorials 
^‘Queen’s  Own  Rifles.'^  He  went  to  South  Africa  at  the 
end  of  the  war  with  the  Dutch  and  in  May,  1902,  he  was 
appointed  assistant  engineer  to  the  Natal  Government  Rail¬ 
ways  on  survey,  construction,  and  head  office  work.  While 
here  he  met  a  lovely  young  lady  named  Gladys  Talbot, 
who  had  been  born  in  South  Africa,  but  whose  ancestors 
came  from  England.  They  became  engaged  and  were  mar¬ 
ried  October  15,  1907,  in  Pietermaritzburg,  Gladys’  home 
town.  Her  ancestors  had  come  to  South  Africa  in  1820. 

In  1908,  James  Geddie  and  his  bride  left  South  Africa 
and  returned  to  England.  After  a  holiday  and  visits  with 
his  people  and  friends,  he  joined  Duncan  Munro,  who  was 
manager  of  the  Central  Cordova  Railway  in  Argentina. 
James  was  named  assistant  engineer  of  the  head  office  at 
Cordova,  Argentina.  In  1911  he  was  made  district  engi¬ 
neer  for  the  Cordova  district,  with  the  branch  line  to 
Mendoza,  Argentina.  War  clouds  were  gathering  and  his 
long  leave  was  due  once  again.  Gladys  was  in  England, 
where  she  had  gone  after  the  serious  illness  of  their  baby 
girl,  Mary,  and  James  joined  them.  James',  then  resigned 
his  job  with  the  Argentinian  railway  and  came  back  to 
England  to  offer  his  services  in  war  work.  He  became 
railway  engineer  in  the  Woolwich  Arsenal,  and  in  April 
1917  was  commissioned  a  2nd  Lt.  in  the  Royal  Engineers. 
He  went  to  Salonica  with  the  Army  of  the  Black  Sea,  and 
got  rapid  promotions,  so  that  he  was  a  Major  when  the 
war  ended.  He  was  sent  to  Turkey  when  the  Germans 
left  to  re-organize  the  Anatolian  railway.  He  did  such 
good  work  in  the  advance  against  the  Bulgars,  in  rebuild¬ 
ing  blown-up  bridges,  that  he  was  mentioned  in  dispatches. 
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When  he  returned  to  England,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  he 
found  it  impossible  to  obtain  a  decent  job,  and  accepted  an 
offer  to  go  to  Brazil  for  the  firm  of  Norton  Griffiths  to 
construct  dams  for  irrigation  in  Northern  Brazil.  In 
Brazil  he  had  an  aggravation  of  the  digestive  tract  he  had 
contracted  in  Salonica  after  a  bout  with  malaria.  He 
landed  at  Gears,  Portalaza,  and  that  was  where  his  uncle 
after  whom  he  was  named  had  contracted  yellow  fever 
and  had  died.  (This  older  James  Geddie  was  the  son  of 
the  shipbuilder  James  Geddie  of  Garmouth,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Spey,  Scotland.  He  was!  in  a  ship  built  and 
owned  by  his  father,  and  it  was  trading  in  South  Ameri¬ 
can  waters,  and  he  was  acting  as  super  cargo.  This 
James  Geddie  was  asked  to  take  supplies  into  Portalaza 
where  yellow  fever  was  raging.  He  went  ashore,  con¬ 
tracted  the  fever  and  died  there.) 

By  the  time  James  Geddie  returned  to  England  from 
Brazil,  he  had  saved  a  sum  of  money,  so  that  he  could 
take  his  time  looking  for  a  more  suitable  engineering  job. 
He  then  joined  Dorman  Long  and  was  in  charge  of  the 
Tyne  Bridge  at  Newcastle.  Then  he  was  appointed  agent 
in  the  building  of  a  bridge  at  Lambeth.  When  the  job 
was  over,  he  was  named  manager  of  the  bridge  depart¬ 
ment,  in  which  capacity  he  did  a  lot  of  traveling,  arranging 
contracts,  etc.  He  went  to  Uruguay,  Denmark,  Turkey, 
Egypt,  Persia,  Baghdad,  Basra,  and  Damascus,  until  World 
War  II  stopped  those  activities.  The  bridge  department 
moved  from  London  to  Middlebrough,  where  James  Ged¬ 
die  passed  away  in  November  24,  1944. 

The  above  account  of  James  Geddie’s  fruitful  life  was 
given  by  his  widow,  Gladys  Talbot  Geddie,  who  wrote  that 
“Besides  being  a  fine  engineer  he  was  a  keen  politician, 
and  always  took  a  great  interest  in  the  lives  of  the  people 
whose  countries  he  visited.  He  liked  the  drama,  and  even 
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wrote  a  play  himself  on  the  life  of  Uruguayan  patriot 
Artigas.” 

John  Liddell  Geddie,  77  at  the  writing  of  this  epistle, 
and  still  going  strong,  was  a  brother  to  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  James  Geddie,  the  civil  engineer,  and  was  the  third 
son  of  John  Geddie,  the  Scotsman  Editor.  He  was  born 
in  1881,  with,  to  quote  him  directly  “with  journalism  in 
my  veins  and  was  reared  on  printers  ink.” 

He  was  educated  in  an  Edinburgh  secondary  day  school 
for  boys,  and  at  Edinburgh  University.  He  obtained  his 
MA  degree  in  1903  and  won  1st  class  honors  in  English. 
For  two  years  he  was  an  assistant  in  France  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  scholar  and  professor,  Emile  Legouis.  In  1906,  he 
went  to  South  Africa  as  assistant  editor  of  the  Cape  Times, 
in  Cape  Town,  Union  of  South  Africa.  When  he  returned 
to  Scotland  in  1911,  he  brought  with  him  a  wife  and  a  son, 
both  South  African  born.  He  lost  his  son,  Alexander  Lid¬ 
dell  Geddie,  when  the  boy  was  14  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
the  former  Agnes  Mary  Muller,  passed  away  in  1938. 

In  1916  John  Liddell  Geddie  joined  the  editorial  staff 
of  W.  R.  Chambers,  the  educational  publishers.  From 
work  on  the  Chambers  Encyclopedia,  he  was  transferred 
to  Chambers  Journal,  a  monthly  magazine  dating  back  to 
1832.  From  assistant  editor,  he  became  joint  editor,  and 
then  sole  editor,  a  position  he  held  for  thirty  years.  Also, 
he  assisted  his  elder  brother  William  Geddie,  who  also 
worked  for  W.  R.  Chambers,  in  the  compilation  of  a  new 
edition  of  Chambers  Twentieth  Century  Dictionary.  He 
also  edited  two  other  works,  the  Cyclopedia  of  English 
Literature,  and  a  Biographical  Dictionary,  reference  books 
for  students,  and  Man  in  the  Street. 

John  Liddell  was  Honorary  General  Secretary  of  the 
h'rench-Scottish  Society  from  1928  until  1946.  The  French- 
Scottish  Society  was  formed  in  1895-96  to  preserve  and 
extend  historic  ties  between  Scotland  and  France,  in  form 


63 


of  lectures,  joint  meetings  of  branches  in  France  and  in 
Scotland,  and  in  other  ways.  The  Scottish  branch  has 
active  centers  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Dundee, 
St.  Andrews,  and  Perth.  For  his  work  with  this  society, 
the  French  government  conferred  the  Cross  of  the  Legion 
of  Honour  upon  him.  John  Liddell  (pronounced  as  Little) 
also  is  active  in  the  Franco-Scottish  Relations  Committee, 
which  keeps  Scottish  children  in  touch  with  life  and  cul¬ 
ture  of  France,  the  Institut  Francais  S’Ecosse,  established 
in  Edinburgh  in  1946  by  the  French  Government.  He  was 
also  awarded  the  Palmes  Academiques,  by  the  French  Gov¬ 
ernment.  For  two  years  he  was  president  of  the  Scottish 
P.E.N.,  an  international  association  of  poets,  playwrights, 
editors,  essayists,  and  novelists.  Among  other  posts  he 
has  filled  is  vice-president  of  Edinburgh  International 
House,  and  member  of  the  Scottish  Advisory  Panel  of  the 
British  Council. 

John  Liddell  Geddie,  Scottish  born  and  Scottish  bred, 
says:  ‘T  don’t  think  there  is  any  basis  for  the  suggestion 
that  the  family  ever  had  a  ‘Mac’  added  to  its  name.  It 
is  not  a  Celtic  name  and  the  Scottish  Geddies  are  all  low¬ 
land  stock,  although  Morayshire  and  Banffshire  in  North¬ 
east  Scotland  where  the  Geddies  came  from  are  the  chief 
bases  of  the  Geddies.  Our  early  forebearers  were  prob¬ 
ably  of  Scandinivian  origin.  My  father  used  to  derive  the 
name  from  ‘ged’,  the  pike  (a  fish).  The  Icelandic  for 
pike  is  geddar.  Whether  we  got  the  name  became  of  its 
voracity,  or  because  we  had  long  noses,  I  cannot  say.  The 
‘ie’  at  the  end  is  doubtless  a  diminutive:  little  pike  or 
pikelet;  i.  e.,  children  of  Ged,  or  Geddie.” 

John  Liddell  relates  that  “as  a  small  fry,  I  still  remem¬ 
ber  playing  in  my  grandfather’s  big  loft  where  he  made 
his  plans”  for  building  wooden  sailing  ships.  “In  history 
Garmouth’s  chief  claim  to  fame  is  that  it  was  here  that 
Charles  II  landed  in  1650,  returning  from  exile  abroad. 
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A  tablet  on  my  grandfather's  old  house  “The  Brae"  records 
that  in  an  outhouse  nearby  Charles  II  signed  the  covenant 
on  landing  June  23,  1650,  as  imposed  on  him  by  the  Scots." 
It  is  handed  down  by  older  generations  of  Geddies  in  the 
United  States,  that  Geddies  were  at  Culloden  and  Killie- 
crankie.  It  may  be  true. 

Another  Geddie,  Allan  Geddie,  cousin  to  John  Liddell 
Geddie,  spent  50  years  as  a  newspaperman.  He  joined 
the  editorial  staff  of  a  Lancastershire  paper  in  1899,  and 
went  to  the  Glasgow  office  of  The  Scotsman  in  1905,  re¬ 
maining  forty  four  years  with  that  great  newspaper,  most 
of  it  as  a  member  of  the  Parliamentary  staff  in  London. 
He  held  a  Parliamentary  press  card  for  more  than  thirty 
eight  years.  He  served  in  the  South  African  War  with  the 
Artillery  Volunteers,  and  in  the  first  World  War  in  France 
and  Flanders  with  the  1st  London  Scottish  unit. 

Another  Geddie  in  a  foreign  land  is  James  Geddie,  a 
distant  cousin  of  John  Liddell,  and  a  member  of  the  group 
of  descendants  of  the  James  Geddie  who  in  1879  migrated 
to  South  Africa.  This  James  Geddie  was  a  school  teacher. 
In  1935,  he  left  East  London  and  went  to  Luanshya,  North¬ 
ern  Rhodesia,  Africa,  where  he  became  head  master  of 
the  school.  A  letter  to  the  writer  in  1949  commented: 

“Luanshya,  where  I  am  now  stationed,  is  really  just  a 
mining  camp  in  the  middle  of  miles  and  miles  of  forest 
country.  It  is  light  forest,  which  we  usually  call  bush. 
However,  when  the  rains  are  on,  the  grass  and  under¬ 
growth  grow  very  rapidly.  The  copper  mine  is  the  Roan 
Antelope,  the  name  of  a  common  antelope  in  Northern 
Rhodesia,  and  there  are  about  six  thousand  Europeans  and 
thirty  thousand  natives  in  the  town  and  mine  area.  At 
the  school,  we  have  about  600  children.  I  left  East  Lon¬ 
don  in  1935  to  come  up  here.  During  the  war  I  was  away 
from  1941  to  1944,  serving  in  Kenya,  Abyssinia  and  the 
Somalilands  as  a  Captain  in  the  Northern  Rhodesia  Regi- 
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ment.  Yours  sincerely,  James  GeddieJ^  James  took  his 
degree  at  Rhodes  University,  Grahamstown,  So.  Africa. 
He  at  this  writing  has  returned  to  East  London. 

Alexander  Geddie  (M.  A.,  F.E.I.S.)  (brother  to  John 
Geddie,  editor  of  the  Scotsman,)  was  headmaster  of  Bal- 
nacoul,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  educa¬ 
tors  in  Northern  Scotland.  He  lived  in  Fochabers.  He 
was  another  Garmouth  Geddie  who  set  out  and  made  his 
mark  in  the  world.  Other  brothers  were  Thomas  Geddie, 
provost,  or  mayor,  of  Forres,  and  William  Geddie,  mayor 
at  one  time  of  Fortrose. 

Dr.  Robert  Douglas,  retired  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Morayshire,  fully  conversant  with  Morayshire  Geddies, 
in  a  letter  to  the  writer  on  November  12,  1947,  sets  out 
that  ‘‘Personally,  I  think  the  surnames  Ged,  Gedd,  Geddy, 
Geddie,  and  Geddes  are  all  from  the  same  source.  Doubt 
prevails  as  to  the  origin  of  Geddes.  It  may  be  of  a  terri¬ 
torial  derivation,  from  the  Estates  of  Geddes  in  Nairn¬ 
shire,  the  heritage  for  a  long  time  of  the  Rose  family. 
At  one  timei  there  must  have  been  a  family  of  Geddes,  or 
‘Geddes  of  that  ilk.^  The  curious  thing  is  that  in  Moray 
the  family  of  Geddie  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  Gar- 
mouth,  a  district  of  the  parish  of  Urquhart  and  the  parish 
of  Speymouth,  the  latter  of  which  was  formed  by  the 
union  of  the  parishes  of  Dipple  and  Essil.  The  burying 
ground  of  the  Geddies  is  in  the  Essil  Churchyard.  The 
family  of  Geddie  at  Garmouth  was  a  well  known  and 
popular  people  and  an  enterprising  one  as  well.  There 
was  a  Dr.  Geddie  (Dr.  George  Geddie)  in  Garmouth  in 
my  own  time  in  Moray.  There  was  a  John  Geddie,  editor 
of  the  Scotsman  and  writer  of  books.  Provost  (mayor) 
Thomas  Geddie  of  Forres,  and  another  was  Provost 
(mayor)  of  Dingwall,  William  Geddie.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  river  from  Garmouth,  we  find  the  Morayshire  home 
of  the  Geddeses  roundabout  Auchenraith.  It  is  interesting 
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to  find  the  families  Geddie  and  Geddes  so  near.  Yours 
sincerely,  Robert  Douglas.^' 

In  another  letter  from  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  3,  1947,  Dr.  Robert  Douglas  writes:  '‘In  Free  Church 
in  Banff,  there  was  a  minister.  Reverend  James  Watson 
Geddie  who  was  ordained  in  1865.  I  cannot  say  whether 
he  was  related  to  the  Morayshire  Geddies  or  not.  I  knew 
a  son  of  Rev.  James  Watson  Geddie  who  was  a  doctor  in 
Aberdeen  named  David  Watson  Geddie.  I  think  your  ref¬ 
erence  to  Geddies  as  coopers  was  very  interesting:”  It 
is  not  unlikely  that  Geddies  “were  Scandinavian  in  origin, 
as  the  Danes  and  Scandinavians  (the  Norse)  came  over 
and  settled  all  along  the  Moray  Firth  and  although  mostly 
driven  out,  many  of  them  remain  to  this  day.  It  has 
occurred  to  me  that  there  may  be  another  explanation  for 
the  Geddies  of  Banff  and  Moray.  In  the  days  of  old, 
there  was  a  considerable  trade  between  the  ports  on  the 
Moray  Firth  and  the  ports  of  the  Belbie  and  Norway. 
There  was  export  trade  in  salmon  to  the  continent  and 
the  salmon  was  packed  in  ice  in  barrels  and  taken  across. 
To  carry  out  this  trade,  barrels  had  to  be  made  for  the 
use  of  salmon  fishers,  and  hence  the  cooper  was  an  im¬ 
portant  member  of  the  community.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  those  days  salmon  was  caught  at  the  mouth 
of  rivers.  In  Moray  you  have  salmon  from  the  River  Spey 
and  in  Banff,  from  the  River  Dewran,  and  these  seem  to 
be  the  location  of  the  families  of  Geddie.  Sincerely  Robert 
Douglas.” 

By  the  time  the  first  Geddie  came  to  America  around 
1772  and  settled  somewhere  near  Fayetteville,  North  Caro¬ 
lina  was  no  stranger  to  the  Scots.  In  1715,  Neil  Mac- 
Neill,  being  on  the  losing  end  of  the  Battle  of  Culloden, 
departed  Scotland  in  a  hurry,  and  because  of  errors  in 
navigation,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River 
in  1718,  with  a  small  company  of  his  followers,  according 
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to  an  article  written  by  Ben  Dixon  MacNeill,  in  The  News 
and  Observer,  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  Sunday,  Oct.  12,  1947. 

Highlander  that  he  was,  the  tital  area  of  the  valley  held 
little  attraction  to  him,  according  to  Ben  Dixon  MacNeill. 
So,  he  went  up  the  valley  until  he  reached  the  area  now 
known  as  Bladen  County.  Here  he  found  a  potential  site 
for  settlement  of  what  was  a  powerful  Highland  clan. 

“Passage  up  the  river,’"  writes  Ben  Dixon  MacNeill,” 
was  made  in  two  small  boats,  and  the  explorers  lived  al¬ 
most  wholly  off  the  country.  Game  was  plentiful,  and 
there  were  occasional  Indian  encountered  above  Cross 
Creek  where  the  buffalo  hunting  was  good.” 

Neill  MacNeill  went  back  to  Scotland  and  reported  his 
find.  Early  in  1729,  some  150  Scots  members  of  his 
family  returned  to  North  Carolina  with  him.  Six  years 
later  the  sons  of  “Donald  MacNeill  came  with  some  300 
members  of  his  sept  and  settled  in  what  presently  became 
Bladen  County  and  so  fixed  the  Cape  Fear  as  the  Valley 
of  the  Highlanders,”  writes  Ben  Dixon  MacNeill,  “into 
which  within  a  generation  or  so  came  more  than  20,000 
Scots.”  According  to  MacNeill,  Fayetteville  originally  was 
Cross  Creek,  and  then  Campbelltown.  It  later  was  named 
Fayetteville. 

Somewhere  in  this  mass  emigration  from  Scotland  were 
the  Geddies,  McPhails,  and  Maxwells,  probably  during  a 
period  from  1760  to  1770  most  likely  1772.  The  fact  that 
they  came  to  America  with  Highlanders,  settling  in  an 
area  almost  exclusively  populated  by  Highlanders,  coming 
from  an  area  not  too  far  from  the  domain  of  the  High¬ 
landers,  Morayshire  or  Banffshire,  and  being  in  sympathy 
with  Highland  causes,  as  well  as  inter-marrying  with  High¬ 
landers,  they  were  also  thought  to  be  Highlanders,  which 
was  not  the  case. 

Another  Geddie  who  wanted  to  see  sights  other  than 
those  of  Scotland  was  Dr.  William  Stewart  Geddie,  M.D., 
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a  surgeon  who  took  off  for  Australia,  just  about  complet¬ 
ing  the  circle  of  the  globe  for  the  Geddies.  His  son,  George, 
served  in  World  War  I,  and  at  the  end  of  that  conflict 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  lives  in  the  Borough  of 
Brooklyn,  and  is  a  plant  engineer  there,  where  the  writer 
met  him  in  1947. 

Henry  Clay  Geddie  was  named  for  the  famous  states¬ 
man,  Henry  Clay,  and  he  grew  up  to  be  a  lawyer,  one  of 
the  finest  lawyers  in  the  State  of  Texas.  He  was  educated 
at  Cumberland  University,  where  he  studied  law,  and  he 
practiced  in  several  places,  including  Van  Zandt  County, 
his  home,  in  Kerrville,  where  he  was  Mayor  and  an  active 
civic  worker,  and  in  Oklahoma  during  the  land  rush  days. 
He  is  the  brother  of  the  writer’s  grandfather,  his  great 
uncle,  and  provided  the  inspiration  for  this  discourse  on 
the  family  Geddie,  and  the  family  McPhail.  Over  the 
years  he  patiently  answered  long  lists  of  questions,  not 
once,  but  several  times,  to  drum  into  a  not  too  intelligent 
mind  the  ancestry  of  his  family  as  he  knew  it.  Many  are 
the  stories  he  had  in  his  repertoire,  and  enthralled  the 
writer  sat  listening  to  them.  If  only  a  record  of  those 
stories  had  been  made,  generations  to  come  could  have 
enjoyed  them. 

Colfax,  the  traditional  home  of  the  Geddies  in  Texas, 
is  located  in  the  center  of  Van  Zandt  County,  the  colorful 
“Free  State.”  Today,  you  will  find  there  a  grocery  store 
with  gasoline  pumps  out  front,  a  church,  a  covered  arbor 
for  homecomings,  a  graveyard,  containing  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  about  whom  this  is  being  written,  and  a  scattering 
of  houses,  mostly  resting  on  farms.  A  few  years  ago,  it 
was  a  bustling  community,  replete  with  barber  shop,  drug 
store,  gin,  and  many  other  elements  of  community  life. 
Colfax  has  produced  more  preachers,  per  capita,  than  any 
other  town  or  hamlet  in  the  country.  One  such  native  of 
Colfax  was  Reverend  Sam  McPhail,  a  Presbyterian  min- 
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ister,  to  be  explicit  Samuel  Meshach  McPhail.  He  was  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Isabella  McPhail.  He  took  a  keen  inter¬ 
est  in  family  history,  and  visited  North  Carolina  on  dif¬ 
ferent  occasions  in  pursuit  of  his  elusive  ancestors,  as 
the  writer  has  done  several  times.  On  September  18,  1930, 
while  he  was  fulfilling*  a  call  at  Bagwell,  Texas,  Reverend 
Sam  McPhail  wrote  to  J.  F.  McPhail,  a  cousin,  whom  the 
writer  met  at  the  time  J.  F.  was  over  80  years  of  age  and 
a  keen-minded  man  who  provided  most  of  the  information 
the  writer  has  on  the  North  Carolina  McPhails.  The  let¬ 
ter  read:  “My  dear  cousin:  I  had  a  good  trip  to  Van 
Zandt  County  at  the  home  coming  the  fifth  Sunday.  Saw 
lots  of  my  kin  and  I  am  always  glad  to  see  them.  It  has 
been  over  25  years  since  I  lived  there,  and  yet  it  is  the 
greatest  place  on  earth  to  me,  for  there  I  was  reared  and 
went  to  school,  there  I  found  the  Lord,  there  I  preached 
my  first  sermon,  and  was  pastor  for  several  years.  There, 
I  found  the  woman  who  has  shared  my  joys  and  sorrows 
through  these  years,  there  is  where  most  of  my  loved  ones 
are  waiting  for  the  Resurrection  morn,  and  there  I  ex¬ 
pect  to  sleep  until  God  calls  the  graves  to  open  ...  I  wrote 
to  cousin  Thomas  A.  Geddie  (father  of  Lela  and  Mary) 
but  have  not  heard  from  him  yet.  Also,  had  a  letter  from 
your  brother,  Clark,  and  answered  it.  Tell  me  if  John 
McPhail  Geddie  was  a  minister.  Also,  tell  me  all  you  know 
about  James  Daniel  Geddie  .  .  .  your  cousin,  Sam  McPhail.'' 
He  preached  once  at  Old  Bluff  Church,  N.C.  He  was  the 
father  of  Rev.  Ewing  McPhail,  another  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  and  grandfather  of  David  McPhail,  now  studying 
for  the  ministry. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  writer  over  a  period  of  20 
years  in  search  of  his  ancestors,  it  has  become  apparent 
that  Geddies  or  McPhails  were  never  akin  to  royalty,  for 
the  information  of  those  who  follow  who  are  insistant 
upon  finding  in  their  genealogy  those  of  royal  blood.  Yet, 
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the  Geddies  and  McPhails  were  never  peons  or  peasants, 
either.  They  were  just  good,  middleclass  folk  who  either 
became  farmers,  mechanics,  doctors,  lawyers,  ministers, 
businessmen,  merchants,  professional  men,  et  cetera.  Of 
course,  there  have  been  black  sheep,  morally,  throughout 
all  branches  of  the  family,  as  there  are  in  all  families,  but 
the  writer  has  yet  to  meet  a  Geddie  or  a  McPhail  who 
is  not  proud  to  be  one. 

Most  Geddies  the  writer  has  known  are  persons  of  mod¬ 
eration,  in  drink,  in  political  philosophy,  etc.  They  all, 
to  the  last  one,  like  good  food,  as  nearly  everyone  else 
does.  They  are  all  honest,  good-hearted,  and  trustworthy, 
with  few  exceptions. 

Legend  has  it  that  Geddies  were  highlanders.  This  has 
been  treated  elsewhere  in  this  article,  but  more  of  it  now. 
There  is  no  absolute  proof  that  the  Geddies  were  High¬ 
landers,  but  the  writer  has  heard  since  he  was  a  lad  that 
the  Geddie  name  is  a  highland  one.  John  Liddell  Geddie, 
of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  who  is  in  position  to  know  more 
about  the  matter  than  the  writer,  says  that  Geddies  were 
lowlanders,  although  that  in  politics  and  in  many  other 
things  they  saw  eye  to  eye  with  the  Highlanders,  and 
fought  with  Highlanders  in  the  cause  for  the  Stuarts. 

Will  E.  Geddie,  of  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  writes 
that  he  had  always  heard  the  Geddies  were  a  sept  of  the 
Gordon  clan. 

It  may  be  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Geddies  married 
highland  girls,  such  as  MacNeills,  McDonalds,  McAllisters, 
McPhails,  MacDougalls,  et  cetera,  they  came  to  be  looked 
upon  as  Highlanders,  too. 

To  the  best  of  the  writers  research  ability,  to  the  for¬ 
midable  researches  of  John  Liddell  Geddie  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  the  Geddies  were  traditionally  Lowlanders.  The 
ancestral  home  in  Scotland  seems  to  have  been  since  the 
early  1500's  in  Fife  and  Morayshire.  According  to  John 
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Liddell  Geddie,  there  was  a  James  Geddie  who,  with  his 
spouse,  Jonete  Davidsone,  received  a  charter  in  1582  from 
Alexander,  Prior  of  Pluscarden  of  10  acres  of  the  town 
and  lands  of  Urquhart.  Garmouth  and  Kingston-On-Spey, 
Morayshire,  are  located  in  the  parish  of  Urquhart.  In 
1582,  the  same  year,  writes  John  Liddell  Geddie,  an  Archi¬ 
bald  Geddie  was  servitor  to  the  Bishop  of  Moray,  whose 
episcopal  palace  was  at  Spynie,  seven  miles  from  Garmouth 
to  the  west. 

There  were  Geddies  in  Banff,  at  the  same  time,  some 
20  miles  to  the  East  of  Garmouth,  Morayshire,  along  the 
coast  of  ,  Scotland.  Arbroath,  the  home  or  residence  Abbot 
John  Gedy  is  on  around  the  coast  to  the  south  and  east. 
The  fact  that  the  Geddies  in  early  Scotland  were  concen¬ 
trated  in  this  region  bears,  out  the  theory  that  originally 
the  name  was  Scandinavian,  and  was  blended  into  the 
Scottish  scene  by  virtue  of  the  civilization  of  a  home  lov¬ 
ing  Norseman. 

It  has  been  legend  that  Geddies  were  a  part  of  the  Gor¬ 
don  clan.  It  is  remarkable  therefore  to  consider  the  fact 
that  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Geddies,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Morayshire,  and  more  specifically  in  the  township  of  Gar¬ 
mouth,  is  also  the  stomping  ground  of  the  Gordons,  whose 
castle  was  at  Fochabers.  The  village  of  Garmouth,  which 
spawned  so  many  Geddies,  belonged  for  many  long  years 
to  the  Inneses  of  Innes,  but  passed  ultimately  into  the 
hands  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  and  thence  into  a  parcel  of 
property  of  the  Crown. 

The  writer  remembers  his  Uncle  Henry  saying  that  old- 
timers  among  the  Geddie  families  would  assert  that  the 
Geddies  were  highlanders.  If  they  were  highlanders,  it 
was  by  virtue  of  marriage,  and  the  highland  heritage  came 
down  through  the  mother’s  side,  such  as  McAllister,  Mac- 
Neill,  McKeithan,  McDonald,  MacDougall,  McPhail,  etc., 
and  not  the  Geddie  line.  It  has  been  claimed  that  the 
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Geddies  were  a  sept  of  the  Clan  Gordon.  The  Gordons 
have  been  referred  to  by  many  writers  as  a  “clan.’’  But, 
they  had  no  right  to  the  claim,  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that 
any  allegiance  they  got  from  their  followers  was  of  a  feu- 
dalistic  nature  —  the  tenants,  their  workers,  and  other 
associates,  and  not  their  blood  kinsmen.  It’s  highly  pos¬ 
sible  the  Geddies  did  work  for  the  Gordons  in  the  River 
Spey,  as  tenants  of  land  owned  by  Gordons,  because  at 
one  time  the  Gordons,  particularly  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
Marquis  of  Huntly,  controlled  the  mouth  of  the  River  Spey 
and  all  the  salmon  fishing.  It  is  highly  possible  that  Ged¬ 
dies  were  coopers  and  farm  tenants  during  that  time. 
However,  the  Geddies  owe  nothing  to  the  Gordons,  and 
certainly  are  no  sept  of  a  clan  of  Gordons  that  does  not, 
historically,  or  otherwise,  exist. 

In  the  event  the  reader  says  to  himself:  “The  writer  is 
mighty  vague  about  that  point,”  let  it  be  understood  here 
once  and  for  all  that  the  matter  IS  vague,  because  no  in¬ 
formation  exists  relative  to  the  facts  during  that  par¬ 
ticular  period.  For  instance,  we  can  only  theorize  that 
the  Geddies  sprang  up  in  Scotland  in  Morayshire,  and 
then  spread  out  to  Banff,  Aberdeen,  Forfar,  Fife,  and 
other  Scottish  cities,  and  lands.  It  is  just  as  reasonable 
to  assume  that  the  Geddies  first  began  to  blossom  in  Fife. 
No  one  knows,  and  no  one  shall  ever  know  just  where  the 
ancestral  home  is  located,  but  one  thing  is  sure,  if  the 
records  existed,  they  would  prove  indisputably  that  any¬ 
one  named  GEDDIE  is  related  to  that  total  stranger  named 
GEDDIE  met  on  the  street.  The  term  or  title  “Cousin” 
would  be  highly  appropriate,  no  matter  how  strange  the 
person  may  be.  (Except  for  the  dark  skinned  ones) 

In  “Colonists  from  Scotland,”  by  Ian  Charles  Cargill 
Graham,  Cornell  Press,  Ithaca,  New  York,  it  is  stated  that 
“In  1772  a  startling  change  took  place  in  the  fortunes  of 
lowland  Scotland.  Having  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  growing 
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trade  and  industry  for  several  decades,  the  Lowlanders  now 
experienced  one  of  those  sudden  shocks  which  afflict  most 
industrial  societies.  The  panic  of  1772  and  ensuing  de¬ 
pression  in  commerce  and  manufacturing  affected  con¬ 
siderably  the  relations  between  Scotland  and  America  and 
gave  an  impetus  to  emigration  of  skilled  craftsmen  to  the 
colonies.’^ 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  James  Daniel  Geddie  was  one 
of  those  skilled  craftsmen,  a  trained  cooper  or  carpenter. 
The  James  Geddie  who  married  Barbara  Duncan,  the  pro¬ 
genitors  of  most  of  the  present  day  Scotland  Geddies  and 
also  those  of  East  London,  South  Africa,  was  also  a  cooper 
and  carpenter,  and  was  a  contemporary  of  James  Daniel 
Geddie.  It  is  entirely  possible  they  were  close  relatives. 

There  are  several  reasons  that  Morayshire  may  have 
been  the  home  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  who  came  to 
America,  and  who  is  the  progenitor  of  most  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Geddies: 

(1)  Legend  has  it  that  Geddie  was  a  sept  of  the  clan 
Gordon. 

(2)  There  never  was  a  mention  of  a  Geddie  in  the  High¬ 
lands  in  history.  Always,  Geddies  listed  in  various 
documents  have  been  along  the  coast,  in  Arbroath 
(Forfar),  in  Fife  (St.  Andrews),  in  Aberdeenshire, 
in  Morayshire  (Garmouth  and  Kingston),  in  Banff. 

(3)  The  emblem  of  the  wooden  sailing  ship  over  which 
a  sea  gull  spread  it  wings  is  a  significant  clue  that 
the  Geddies,  or  James  Daniel  Geddie,  had  something 
to  do  with  wooden  sailing  ships.  The  emblem  is  found 
impressed  (as  a  seal)  into  a  page  of  an  old  letter 
written  by  J.  D.  Geddie  Jr.  (James  Daniel  Geddie  IV) 
in  1869. 

(4)  Similarity  between  names  of  Geddies  in  Scotland, 
South  Africa,  and  America  (though  this  is  no  valid 
reason) . 
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The  simple  legend  that  Geddies  were  a  sept  of  the  Clan 
Gordon  is  significant  even  though  it  is  not  true,  first  be¬ 
cause  Gordon  had  no  right  to  lay  claim  to  being  a  clan, 
and  secondly,  because  Geddie  was  no  sept  of  that  non- 
existant  clan.  However,  the  Gordons  wielded  great  power 
in  Scotland,  and  demanded  loyalty  from  the  people  with 
whom  they  were  associated.  The  Gordon’s  might  came 
from  a  sort  of  loose-jointed  arrangement  of  “you  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  me,  you  follow  me.”  George  Fraser  Black 
(PhD)  writes:  “The  Gordons  are  by  most  writers  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  a  ‘clan’,  but  they  have  not  the  slightest  claim 
to  be  considered  as  such  —  the  relation  of  their  followers 
was  purely  feudalistic.”  In  “Clans  of  Scotland”,  written 
by  T.  B.  Johnston,  F.R.G.S.,  and  Col.  James  A.  Robertson, 
it  is  outlined  that:  “Gordon”  is  no  clanned  familie,  al¬ 
though  a  chieftan  of  very  considerable  and  powerful  name 
in  the  low  countries,  besides  that  he  (the  Duke  of  Gordon) 
has  a  great  posse  of  gentlemen  on  horseback  .  .  .”  There¬ 
fore,  if  the  Gordons  were  no  clan,  the  Geddies  could  not 
have  been  a  sept  of  that  clan.  However,  there  is  another 
basis  upon  which  the  legend  has  much  value.  It  serves  to 
identify  the  location  of  the  traditional  home  of  the  Ged¬ 
dies.  The  Gordons  were  associated  with  the  region  of 
St.  Andrews  in  middle-age  Scotland.  Geddies  were  there 
at  the  same  time.  Then,  the  Gordons  were  given  the  fish¬ 
ing  rights  to  the  mouth  of  the  River  Spey,  where  Gar- 
mouth  is  located,  and  Geddies  soon  began  appearing  there. 
Geddies  must  have  been  coopers  and  carpenters  for  the 
Gordons.  They  were  associated  with  them,  perhaps,  not 
as  a  sept  of  a  clan,  but  as  skilled  workers.  Therefore, 
Geddies  could  have  originated  in  the  region  of  Forfar, 
around  Arbroath,  where  John  Gedy  was  Abbot  in  1350’s, 
or  in  Fife,  where  St.  Andrews  is  located,  or  in  Moray¬ 
shire.  It  was  more  than  likely  that  James  Daniel  Geddie, 
the  progenitor  of  the  American  Geddies,  originated  in  the 
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region  of  Morayshire  and  was  closely  related  to  the  Ged- 
dies  of  that  area  in  the  1750’s  to  1770’s.  The  Geddies  and 
McPhails  could  have  become  acquainted  aboard  the  long 
voyage  on  the  sailing  vessel  that  brought  Geddies,  Mc¬ 
Phails  and  Maxwells  to  America.  The  acquaintance  be¬ 
tween  James  Daniel  Geddie  and  Isabella  McPhail,  which 
blossomed  into  marriage,  could  have  been  the  first  con¬ 
nection  between  the  families.  However,  there  were  Mc¬ 
Phails  on  Gordon  lands  in  Scotland,  and  Maxwells  there, 
too.  It  is  likely  the  McPhails  and  the  Maxwells  were 
Highlanders  en  route  to  join  distant  kinsmen  already  in 
the  colony  of  North  Carolina.  The  McPhails  were  most 
probably  a  sept  of  the  Clan  Cameron  or  the  Clan  Chattan. 
The  legendary  tale  that  Geddies  were  highlanders  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  true.  There  was  little  cooperage  in  the  high¬ 
land  —  only  along  the  seacoast  where  barrels  were  built 
for  the  shipment  of  salmon  to  Denmark  and  Norway  and 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.  There  was  little  ship  building 
in  the  highlands  —  only  along  the  coast  where  the  ships 
were  launched.  Where  there  was  cooperage  and  ship 
building,  there  the  Geddies  were  to  be  found,  and  James 
Daniel  Geddie  was  no  exception.  He  was  a  Lowlander, 
and  in  the  writers  opinion  this  is  no  detraction  from  the 
name  Geddie ;  rather,  it  is  something  of  which  to  be  proud. 

The  date  that  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Isabella  McPhail, 
and  her  brothers  Daniel  and  Dougald  McPhail,  arrived  in 
this  country  is  pure  theory,  but  1772  seems  as  good  a  date 
as  any,  because  there  is  certain  circumstantial  evidence  to 
back  it  up.  We  find  that  Daniel  McPhail  and  James  Ged¬ 
die  got  patents  of  land  from  the  crown  in  1773  and  1774. 
Therefore,  they  must  have  already  been  in  the  country 
by  then.  At  the  same  time,  there  were  voyages  of  people 
leaving  Morayshire  around  those  dates.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  are  many  records  of  boats  sailing  for  America 
in  the  Scots  Magazine  for  those  dates,  according  to  J.  P. 
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MacLean,  Ph.D.,  author  of  "‘An  Historical  Account  of  the 
Settlement  of  Scotch  Highlanders  in  America.”  Says  Dr. 
MacLean :  “Pitiable  conditions  .  .  .  along  the  coast  ...  of 
Scotland  ...  led  to  famine  in  1770.”  A  description  of 
economic  conditions,  following  years  during  which  people 
of  Scotland  were  ravaged  by  the  Englishmen  to  the  South, 
resulting  in  the  rape  of  Scotland,  leaving  the  land  devoid 
of  hope  or  opportunity  for  the  average  Scotsman.  The 
writer  can  well  imagine  the  thinking  of  James  Daniel  Ged- 
die  in  wanting  to  leave  the  land  of  no  hope  and  emigrate 
to  America,  where  the  chances  for  his  economic  and  men¬ 
tal  well  being  had  fertile  ground  in  which  to  materialize. 
Thus  the  McPhails,  the  Maxwells  and  the  Geddies  left  the 
land  of  oppression,  misery  and  degredation  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  independence,  mental  and  spiritual  and  financial 
improvement  toward  a  better  way  of  life,  in  which  there 
appeared  to  be  a  future  and  something  to  hope  for,  away 
from  the  despair  that  was  Scotland. 

But,  we  have  even  more  admiration  for  those  Geddies 
who  stayed  behind  and  rode  out  the  storm.  This  took 
m.ore  courage  and  more , fortitude  than  even  the  long  ocean 
voyage  during  which  normally  an  eighth  of  the  voyagers 
perished  of  sickness. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  the  writer’s  mind  that  James  Daniel 
Geddie  came  from  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Scotland 
referred  to  above.  There  are  too  many  hints,  legends, 
folklorish  semi-facts  that  substantiate  the  theory.  For  in¬ 
stance,  there  is  a  positive  record  that  Thomas  Geddie  was 
a  cooper  in  Banff,  Scotland,  and  died  October  19,  1819, 
at  the  age  of  79  years.  He  was  born  the  year  1740,  and 
James  Daniel  Geddie,  the  first  Geddie,  in  the  United  States, 
if  he  arrived  in  the  United  States  around  1772  was  20 
years  old  more  or  less  and  was  born  around  1750,  or  he 
could  have  been  30  years  of  age  and  would  have  been  born 
the  year  1740,  a  full  contemporary  of  the  above  mentioned 
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Thomas  Geddie.  There  was  another  James  Geddie  in  Gar- 
mouth,  Morayshire,  20  miles  west  of  Banff  who  was  a 
cooper  and  a  carpenter,  and  he  married  Barbara  Duncan, 
to  become  the  progenitor  of  most  of  the  present  day  Scot¬ 
land  Geddies,  and  also  that  of  most  of  the  East  London, 
South  Africa,  Geddies.  Therefore,  cooperage  and  carpen¬ 
try  was  a  very  important  profession  among  the  Geddies 
of  that  day.  James  Daniel  Geddie,  the  first  in  the  United 
States,  if  not  a  fully  trained  cooper,  did  know  quite  a  lot 
about  that  business,  because  he  taught  it  to  his  nephew 
Thomas  McPhail,  who  was  a  journeyman  cooper,  fully* 
qualified.  Thomas  McPhail  taught  cooperage  to  the 
v/riter's  great  grandfather,  the  grandson  of  the  first  Ged¬ 
die.  In  another  portion  of  this  article  is  mentioned  the 
ability  of  James  Alexander  Geddie,  the  writer ^s  great 
grandfather,  in  building  barrels  out  of  hoop  poles,  the 
olden,  method  of  cooperage.  One  almost  had  to  be  an  ac¬ 
complished  carpenter  to  build  a  barrel  in  this  manner. 

The  village  of  Garmouth  is  an  exceedingly  old  one,  more 
than  1,000  years  old.  It  has  seen  Geddies  born  and  ven¬ 
ture  out  into  many  parts  of  the  world,  to  America,  to 
Australia,  to  South  Africa,  to  New  Zealand,  Canada,  to 
other  parts  of  Scotland,  seeking  the  means  by  which  to 
establish  lives  and  homes  of  their  own. 

It  is  no  different  in  the  present  day  and  age.  The  writer 
was  reared  in  Grand  Saline,  Texas,,  wanted  to  be  a  news¬ 
paperman,  but  the  facilities  for  such  a  profession  were 
limited  in  the  small  town  of  1,500  population.  In  order  to 
gain  the  type  of  employment  he^  sought,  he  went  to  Tyler, 
to  Austin,  and  finally  to  New  York  City,  before  finding 
the  type  of  work  he  felt  he  had  to  do.  Of  all  the  boys 
and  girls  with  whom  the  writer  graduated  from  high 
school  in  Grand  Saline,  not  more  than  one  or  possibly  two 
continue  to  live  in  that  small  town.  It  is  the  same  in  all 
the  small  towns  over  the  world.  The  youngsters  grow  up, 


78 


complete  their  high  school  education,  some  off  to  college, 
some  to  jobs  of  better  pay  than  those  they  held  in  child¬ 
hood.  It  was  the  same  in  that  olden  village  of  Garmouth. 
It  is  a  basic  rule  of  human  activity  that  has  been  true  down 
throughout  the  ages. 

Although  sincere  and  devout  churchmen,  some  Geddies 
were  never  prone  to  decline  an  occasional  drink  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverage,  coming  as  they  did  from  that  famous  birth¬ 
place  of  one  brand  of  alcohol.  This  has  been  true  for  a 
long  time.  There  was  one  James  Geddie  in  Garmouth, 
Morayshire,  Scotland  called  by  the  “Kirk  Session  of 
Essil”  (probably  a  board  of  stewards)  on  December  4, 
1653,  and  was  charged  with  drunkenness.  He,  along  with 
one  William  Ritchie,  who  was  an  elder!  in  the  church,  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  sin  and  were  publicly  rebuked.  Legend 
has  it  that  Tom  Geddie,  probably  the  writer's  great  great 
grandfather,  was  no  slouch,  himself,  when  the  jug  was 
passed  at  log  rollings,  corn  shuckings,  and  dances,  accord¬ 
ing  to  word  passed  down  to  Will  E.  Geddie,  of  Fayette¬ 
ville.  Some  Geddies,  though,  are  “Teetotalers." 

Essil  Church  was  about  a  half  mile  from  Garmouth, 
and  contains  the  graves  of  a  great  many  Geddies.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  John  Liddell  Geddie,  the  Church  of  Essil  was 
abandoned  in  1732,  and  another  church  built  two  miles 
up  the  River  Spey.  Elder  William  Geddie  was  a  member 
of  the  latter  church.  He  is  the  grandfather  to  George 
Geddie,  the  marine  engineer,  and  was  brother  to  John  Ged¬ 
die,  progenitor  of  John  Liddell  Geddie,  and  father  of  James 
Geddie,  progenitor  of  most  of  the  East  London  Geddies, 
and  direct  ancestor  of  another  group  of  East  London, 
South  Africa,  Geddies.  Elder  William  followed  the  re¬ 
form  movement  in  Presbyterianism. 

So,  Geddies  were  in  Garmouth,  in  Morayshire,  in  Essil, 
in  Banff,  in  Arbroath,  in  Fife,  in  many  other  parts  of 
that  section  along  the  coast  of  Scotland,  and  they  were 
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coopers,  carpenters,  and  skilled  craftsmen  and  farmers.  It 
is  only  natural  that  when  two  lumber  merchants  from 
Kingston-On-Hull,  Yorks,  England,  came  to  Scotland  in 
1784  and  established  a  wooden  sailing  ship  business  that 
Geddies  would  apply  their  carpentry  talents  to  this  new 
assignment.  So  much  so,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  within 
a  few  generations  Geddies  were  owning  ship  building  yards 
of  their  own,  such  as  that  owned  by  James  Geddie,  grand¬ 
father  of  John  Liddell  Geddie.  Elder  William  Geddie  was 
a  ship-builder,  and  so  was  the  James  Geddie  who  took 
his  nine  sons  to  East  London,  South  Africa,  in  the  days 
when  iron  and  steel  were  taking  over  the  wooden  sailing 
ship  business. 

From  the  script  of  a  radio  broadcast  entitled  “The  Scot¬ 
tish  Country:  No.  14,  Garmouth  and  Kingston,”  broadcast 
from  Parish  Church  Hall,  Garmouth,  Morayshire  on  Fri¬ 
day,  June  2,  1939,  an  old  sea  captain  (by  the  name  of 
Spence),  is  talking:  “When  I  left;  this  thousand  year  old 
village  of  Garmouth  to  go  to  sea  fifty  years  ago,  the  ship¬ 
building  business  on  Spey  had  almost  died  out,  but  I  can 
remember  well  when  there  were  a  good  many  vessels  build¬ 
ing  in  different  yards  in  Garmouth  and  Kingston.  I  can 
remember  too  of  the  timber  rafts  being  floated  down  from 
the  upper  reaches  of  Spey,  by  men  called  floaters.  Those 
rafts  of  timber  were  skillfully  handled  in  the  easily  run¬ 
ning  river  by  those  expert  floaters  and  generally  arrived 
at  their  destination  without  serious  trouble.  The  timber 
was  of  course  in  the  rough,  and  it  says  much  for  the  highly 
skilled  carpenters  of  the  twin  villages  of  Garmouth  and 
Kingston  that  they  build  such  sturdy  yacht-like  vessels 
without  the  aid  of  mechanical  power,  for  the  timber  was 
fashioned  by  deft  hands  of  adge,  axe  and  saw.  The  hours 
they  worked  were  long  hours,  and  the  wages  in  those  days 
were  small.  I  have  been  told  by  some  of  those  craftsmen 
that  they  had  no  Saturday  afternoons  off,  the  hours  were 
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from  six  to  six,  with  an,  hour  for  breakfast,  and  an  hour 
for  dinner. 

“The  vessels  built  on  Spey  were  of  course  small  craft, 
compared  to  present  day  dimensions,  but  they  served  their 
day  and  generation,  and  were  known  the  world  over  for 
sailing  abilities  and  their  seaworthy  qualities.  The  99- 
tonner  was  the  most  common  type  built.  They  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in  Baltic  and  Newfound¬ 
land  fish  carrying  trade.  But  there  were  vessels  built  of 
much  larger  dimensions  —  barques  and  barquentines  up 
to  800  tons  burden,  which  found  employment  in  what 
sailors  call  the  deep  water  trade. 

“I  have  more  than  one  friend  who  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  in  those  vessels.  Most  of  the  carpenters  were  local 
men,  and  when  ship  building  here  was  suspended  by  iron 
and  steel  built  vessels,  the  Spey  men  had  to  seek  employ¬ 
ment  farther  afield ;  many  of  them  went  south  to  the  ship¬ 
building  centers  and  mostly  to  Glasgow,  where  such  ca¬ 
pable  craftsmen  were  readily  picked  up.  Many  of  the 
younger  men  went  abroad,  to  South  Africa,  Australia,  and 
other  parts.  The  ship  builders  were  local  men,  too,  and 
after  the  Hull  firm  of  Dodsworth  and  Osborne  left  the 
district  early  last  century  (1800),  the  building  was  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  Duncans,  Youngs,  Geddies,  Spences,  Ander- 
sons  and  Kinlochs.  Many  a  fine  and  able  little  vessel 
those  builders  sent  away  from  Spey.” 

There  are  Geddies  living  still  in  Garmouth  and  Kings¬ 
ton.  George  Geddie,  the  Marine  Engineer,  lives  with  his 
sister  Ella  at  The  Cross,  Garmouth,  Morayshire;  and 
James  Geddie,  Millbank;  and  Mrs.  Burgess  Geddie,  Church 
St.  But,  alas,  the  towns  are  now  quiet,  and  no  longer 
rings  the  sound  of  the  saw  and  hammer  and  axe. 

May  M.  Dawson,  The  Brae,  Garmouth,  Morayshire,  Scot¬ 
land  wrote: 
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^‘There^s  a  dear  old  Mother  quaint  and  grey 
Near  by  the  sea  and  the  singing  Spey 
She  looks  afar  on  the  Moray  Firth 
This  grey  old  Mother  who  gave  you  birth. 

Do  not  forget  though  you  wander  wide 
This  grey  old  Mother  or  dear  Speyside. 

“Ah,  lasses  and  lads,  the  years  will  try 
Your  faith  and  courage  as  they  go  by. 

But  whatever  of  ups  and  downs  you  know 
Stand  firm  for  your  home  of  the  long  ago 
And  never  forget  though  you  roam  away 
The  grey  old  Mother  beside  the  Spey.^* 

Few  Geddies  in  the  acquaintance  of  the  writer  follow 
the  profession  of  carpentry.  But,  the  writer  has  known 
many  Geddies  who  were  fine  carpenters  in  their  spare 
time.  Thel  writer's  father,  Henry  N.  “Polie"  Geddie,  built 
a  beautiful  three  bedroom  home  after  he  was  semi-retired 
at  the  age  65.  He  could  build  anything,  either  a  fine  set 
of  kitchen  cabinets,  a  building,  a  home.  He  had  a  keen 
perception  of  getting  it  “on  the  square  and  on  the  level." 
George  Whitfield,  son  of  Grace  Geddie  Whitfield  in  East 
London,  South  Africa,  although  a  chemist,  or  pharmacist, 
is  an  accomplished  carpenter,  as  a  hobby.  The  father  of 
Robert  H.  Geddie,  Sr.  of  Shreveport,  member  of  the  United 
States  Air  Forces  was  a  good  carpenter.  The  writer's 
grandfather  was  a  good  carpenter,  and  the  writer's  great 
grandfather  was  such  a  skilled  carpenter  he  could  build 
Conestoga  wagons  that  would  cover  the  wild,  rough  western 
frontier  and  last  for  twenty-five  years.  Colin  Geddie  of 
Aberdeen,  Scotland  is  a  ship's  carpenter,  first  since  his 
great  grandfather.  Joe  Geddie  of  Alabama  has  advanced 
from  carpenter  to  builder.  There  are  many,  many  other 
Geddies  to  whom  the  skill  of  carpentry  comes  as  a  natural 
talent. 
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While  the  Church  at  Essil  in  Morayshire,  Scotland,  was 
the  Sunday  meeting  place  for  the  Geddies  of  old,  the  Old 
Bluff  Church  in  Wade,  North  Carolina,  was  the  meeting 
place  for  the  Geddies  in  the  early  years  in  the  United 
States.  The  first  elders  of  the  Old  Bluff  Church  were 
Hector  and  Duncan  MacNeill,  Farquand  Campbell,  and 
Alexander  McAllister.  Alexander  McAllister,  if  he  is  the 
one  who  was  a  hat-maker  and  was  nick-named  Sandy, 
married  a  daughter  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  the  first  Ged- 
die  in  the  United  States.  In  1775,  Rev.  James  Campbell 
was  selected  the  first  minister.  The  old  church  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1758  and  still  is  going  strong  today  (1958). 

James  Alexander  and  his  wife  Mary  Margaret  (Mc- 
Phail)  Geddie,  who  later  went  to  Texas,  joined  the  Old 
Bluff  Presbyterian  Church  on  Oct.  9,  1842,  along  with 
their  daughter,  Isabella  Geddie.  At  the  same  time  Ann 
Geddie,  Agnes  Geddie,  and  her  husband,  William  Geddie, 
son  of  James  Daniel  II,  were  admitted  to  church  mem¬ 
bership.  Later,  Catherine  Ann  Geddie  was  made  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  on  Oct.  26,  1856.  Father  of  Lela  and 
Mary,  Thomas  Archibald  Geddie  was  made  a  member  of 
the  church  on  Oct.  24,  1875.  Dougald  Alexander  Geddie, 
son  of  William  McPhail  Geddie  was  baptised  in  the  church 
on  Oct.  29,  1843,  and  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie's  daughter 
Jannet  (or  Jeanette)  Isabella  was  baptised  there  on  June 
27,  1847.  Thomas  Archibald,  son  of  James  Alexander 
Geddie,  was  baptised  in  the  Old  Bluff  Church  on  July  11, 
1847.  Another  son  of  James  lA.,  William  Robert,  was  bap¬ 
tised  on  Sept.  23,  1848. 

Mrs.  Grace  Geddie  Whitfield  recalls  the  favorite  story 
of  her  father,  George  Geddie,  who  came  as  a  lad  to  South 
Africa,  involving  an  evangelist  who  knocked  at  one  of  the 
doors  in  Kingston-on-Spey  and  asked:  '‘Are  there  any 
Christians  here?”  The  woman  answered  brusquely:  “There 
are  only  Geddies  and  Duncans  here!” 
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George  Geddie  followed  his  father  James  Geddie  to  East 
London,  South  Africa.  The  father,  James,  went  to  East 
London  first  with  his  oldest  son.  Then  followed  the  mother 
with  the  balance  of  the  family  except  for  George  and  his 
twin  brother  Alex  Geddie,  who  were  put  in  charge  of  their 
Uncle  George,  the  captain  of  a  sailing  ship  built  by  him 
at  Kingston-on-Spey,  and  named  “The  Spinaway.”  It 
took  George  and  Alex  Geddie  91  days  to  sail  from  Cardiff, 
Wales  to  East  London,  South  Africa. 

As  the  boat  which  brought  the  main  part  of  James  Ged- 
die's  family  to  East  London,  South  Africa,  was  about  to 
land,  Francis  Geddie  looked  out  and  saw  an  ox-cart  being 
ferried  across  the  river.  He  caused  much  amusement  when 
he  said,  in  broad  Scot,  “Mither,  look  at  thim  taking  the 
coos  (cows)  for  a  sail.” 

The  Geddies  of  East  London  lived  long  lives.  When  Sir 
Harry  Lauder  visited  there  around  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury,  he  visited  Mrs.  James  Geddie,  then  90  years  old,  as 
the  oldest  Scot  living  there. 

In  an  exceedingly  interesting  little  book  entitled  “Kings- 
ton-on-Spey,”  written  by  George  Anderson  and  published 
by  Oliver  and  Boyd,  Edinburgh,  is  this  account  of  a  Ged¬ 
die: 

“It  is  not  on  record  exactly  how  many  ships  were  built 
at  Kingston,  and  at  the  Hillock  yard,  half  way  between 
the  two  villages,  but,  without  having  been  at  special  pains 
to  trace  and  enumerate  them,  one  reaches  the  figure  of 
300  .  .  .  Round  the  Bankhead  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
beach  on  which  the  village  stands,  and  facing  towards  the 
Fleedmark,  was  the  yard  of  the  Geddie  builders,  and  next 
to  it  fronting  Dunfermline  House,  was  the  yard  of  John 
Duncan  and  his  successor,  James.  After  the  yard  of  the 
Geddies  was  closed  down,  James  Geddie  emigrated  to  South 
Africa  with'  his  numerous  family  in  consequence  of  which 
there  are  today  more  people  in  Natal  bearing  the  name 
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of  Geddie  than  there  ever  were  in  Kingston”  (The  author 
obviously  meant  South  Africa,  particularly  East  London.) 

James  Geddie,  junior,  was  the  only  one  of  the  family 
to  return  from  South  Africa  to  his  native  village  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  days,”  Anderson  continues.  “Pay¬ 
ing  him  a  call  a  few  years  before  he  died,  it  occurred  to 
him  that  the  contents  of  a  chest  which  had  reposed  in  a 
garret  a  great  number  of  years  might  be  of  interest  to 
myself.  Leading  me  there,  the  lifting  of  the  lid  disclosed 
roll  upon  roll  of  various  drawings  of  some  thirty  or  forty 
ships  built  at  Kingston  by  his  forebears. 

“Realizing  their  possible  value  as  records  of  ships  of 
the  kind  built  during  a  period  when  most  builders  relied 
in  large  part  upon  rule  of  thumb  methods  and  practiced 
little  of  draughtmanship,  the  writer  communicated  with  the 
authorities  of  South  Kensington  Science  Museum,  who  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  drawings  in  question  covered  a  break  in 
their  records  of  ships  of  the  kind  which  they  had  never 
been  able  to  bridge,  and  these  are  now  safely  reposing  in 
that  museum. 

“Finally  there  was  the  shipbuilding  site  at  the  Hillock, 
now  well  covered  by  whins  and  midway  between  the  two 
villages  at  the  extreme  south  end  of  the  Fleedmark  by 
Kingston  to  Garmouth  road.  Ships  built  here  were  launch¬ 
ed  into  a  small  branch  of  Spey  known  in  earlier  times  as 
the  Murray  Strin.  This  shipyard  was  owned  by  yet  anoth¬ 
er  James  Geddie  who,  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  the 
other,  one  recalls  having  heard  alluded  to  as  “Jeemsie  o’ 
th’  Hillock.”  (He  was  the  grandfather  of  John  Liddell 
Geddie,  of  Edinburgh) . 

“The  Geddie  and  Duncan  families,  as  also  William  Kin- 
loch,  were  by  far  the  most  prolific  producers  of  ships  and 
in  one’s  youth  Geddies  and  Duncans  were  .  .  .  numerous  in 
the  village.  .  .” 

“The  after  history  of  numerous  Kingston-built  ships 
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would  make  an  interesting,  but  too  long  story  and,  in  the 
case  of  many,  a  sad  tale  of  shipwreck  and  loss  of  human 
life,^'  George  Anderson  writes.  “One  was  specially  built 
for  one  or  other  of  the  expeditions  which  went  in  search 
of  Sir  John  Franklin  expedition  to  the  Arctic.  James  Ged- 
die  (b.  1809)  cut  something  of  a  figure  as  a  China  tea-clip¬ 
per  and  was  considered  to  have  a  sporting  chance  of  win¬ 
ning  the  1858  homeward  race  from  Hong  Kong  with  the 
first  cargo  of  that  season's  tea.  Whilst  she  did  not  win  that 
celebrated  race,  she  reached  London  in  less  than  100  days." 
This  James  Geddie  was  in  all  probability  the  progenitor 
of  all  the  East  London,  South  Africa,  Geddies.  He  is 
probably  the  father  of  James  Geddie,  Jr.  who  with  his 
nine  sons  and  two  daughters  and  one  wife  emigrated  to 
that  land. 

Of  ship  christenings,  George  Anderson  writes  that  “The 
Christening  bottles  in  my  youth  were  always  dressed  by 
Mrs.  William  Geddie  with  the  traditional  red,  white  and 
blue  ribbons,  and  she  gave  them  an  additional  artistic  and 
characteristically  feminine  touch  by  attaching  to  the  neck 
of  the  bottle  a  posy  of  flowers  which  made  of  it  a  thing 
of  greater  beauty  than  any  bottles  used  in  connection  with 
all  the  many  other  launches  I  have  witnessed. 

“.  .  .  it  is  noted  that  the  launch  of  the  ‘Lady  Lovat'  from 
the  yard  of  William  Geddie"  (which  must  have  been  Elder 
William  Geddie)  “in  1837  was  accompanied  by  the  ‘deaf¬ 
ening  cheers  of  an  immense  crowd  of  respectable  individ¬ 
uals.  .  ." 

According  to  Dr.  Josiah  H.  Combs: 

“The  adoption  of  surnames  or  family  names  in  England, 
began  in  the  12th  century,"  or  1100  onward.  “But  the 
custom  did  not  make  much  headway  until  two  or  three 
centuries  later."  (1300  or  1400) 

This  practice  might  have  applied  to  Scotland,  also,  be¬ 
cause  we  see  the  Geddies  with  first  names  becoming  more 
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prominently  mentioned  from  1500  onward,  although  there 
must  have  been  a  great  number  of  Geddies  in  Scotland 
prior  to  1500,  The  first  spelling  of  the  name,  as  recorded, 
is  that  of  Abbot  John  Gedy.  Then  the  name  gradually 
evolved  into  Geddye,  and  then  into  Geddie.  It^s  origin, 
mentioned  above,  is  from  the  old  Islandic  word  Ged,  or 
geddar,  meaning  spear,  or  pike,  from  which  the  fish,  the 
pike,  also  gets  its  name.  All  along  the  line,  there  have 
been  those  who  kept  the  various  spelling  of  the  name,  such 
as  Ged,  Gedd,  Geddy.  There  are  many  men  whose  accom¬ 
plishments  have  been  documented,  such  as  William  Ged, 
the  inventor  of  the  stereotype,  in  Scotland  in  the  1600's, 
and  such  as,  James  Geddy,  the  silversmith  in  Colonial 
Virginia. 

There  are  those  that  hold  that  Geddes,  Geddie,  Geddy, 
etc.,  are  various  spellings  of  the  same  name.  But  the 
writer  believes  that  Geddes  is  of  territorial  origin,  mean¬ 
ing  a  place.  There  is  a  place  called  Geddes,  across  the 
river  Spey  from  Morayshire,  in  Nairnshire.  It  was  award¬ 
ed  the  Earl  of  Rose.  Persons  by  the  name  of  Geddes, 
probably,  stem  from  that  designation,  while  Geddie  is  the 
evolution  of  the  name  Ged,  through  Gedy,  Geddye,  etc.  It 
is  not  at  all  impossible  that  Geddes  was  the  place  owned 
by  Ged,  the  name  Geddes  meaning  ownership,  like  John's 
home,  or  the  Smith's  car,  etc. 

George  Geddie,  M.  D.,  FRCS  (Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  of  Surgeons) ,  was  the  father  of  George  Geddie  marine 
engineer,  referred  to  above,  and  also  the  father  of  William 
Stewart  Geddie,  M.  D.,  FRCS,  who  went  to  Australia  and 
married  Isabella  Davidson  Thomson.  Their  son,  George 
Geddie,  migrated  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  is  a 
plant  engineer.  William  Stewart  Geddie  was  the  resident 
surgeon  at  Gympie  Hospital,  Gympie,  Queensland,  Aus¬ 
tralia.  Dr.  George  Geddie,  mentioned  just  above,  married 
Isabella  Stewart,  whose  two  brothers  went  also  to  Gympie, 
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Queensland,  Australia  and  made  and  lost  a  fortune  in  gold 
mining,  in  the  “Scottish  Gympie  Mine.” 

Soi  here  is  the  story  of  the  Geddies,  mainly,  and  of  one 
section  of  the  McPhail  family.  It  has  been  fun,  gathering 
this  information  over  the  last  23  years.  The  acquaintances 
made  which  developed  into  friendships  are  a  treasured 
consequence  of  this  effort.  Meeting  relatives  of  near  and 
distant  kinship  has  been  a  revelation  of  the  innate  good¬ 
ness  and  patience  of  the  human  race  when  blood  is  in¬ 
volved.  May  this  book  serve  as  a  binding  tie  of  kinship 
of  all  the  Geddies  throughout  the  world,  and  of  close  rela¬ 
tionship  of  the  McPhails.  Would  it  not  be  a  wonderful 
thing  if  each  family,  now  spread  out  over  the  world,  could 
refer  to  a  single  depository  of  names  of  its  members,  de¬ 
signating  degree  of  kin.  Perhaps  this  would  obviate  such 
things  as  the  United  Nations,  and  spread  a  feeling  of 
closeness  that  would  bring  to  an  end  the  bickering  of  cen¬ 
turies  past.  If  not  such  comprehensive  results,  perhaps 
such  a  genealogy  would  help  peoples  of  different  lands, 
with  different  customs,  patterns  of  behavior  and  modes 
of  thought  —  but  with  one  thing  in  common:  The  Name 
—  to  better  understand  one  another  during  times  of  strain¬ 
ed  circumstances. 

Gathering  the  material  for  this  book  has  served  to  open 
the  door  to  a  friendliness  that  under  other  circumstances 
might  have  been  strained. 

The  writer  wishes  to  apologize  to  those  Geddies  not 
included  in  this  genealogy.  There  are  a  number  of  Ged¬ 
dies,  in  Scotland,  and  elsewhere  with  whom  the  writer 
failed  to  establish  a  tie,  because  of  the  lack  of  information. 
The  writer  knows,  far  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  that 
they  are  positively  and  definitely  related  to  the  family. 
The  present-day  Scotland  Geddies,  although  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  trace  their  ancestors,  are  descended  from 
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one  of  the  early  Geddie  families  whose  ancestry  has  been 
lost  to  posterity. 

In  some  part  of  the  world,  or  parts  of  it,  there  are 
individual  families  of  Geddies  living  their  daily  routine, 
taking  the  “good  with  the  bad”  and  facing  up  to  every¬ 
day  problems  with  determination  and'  integrity.  To  these 
Geddies,  forefathers  of  whom,  undoubtedly,  are  incorpor¬ 
ated  into  this  book,  yet  who,  themselves,  are  omitted  by 
virtue  of  the  writer’s  ignorance,  a  great  apology.  The 
writing  of  a  genealogy  is  a  lifetime  undertaking,  since 
it  is  impossible  to  “corral”  all  the  Geddies  of  the  world 
in  a  few  months,  or  even  in  a  few  years.  After  this 
manuscript  had  gone  to  press,  the  writer  “discovered” 
Geddies  new  to  him  living  in  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Scotland,  and  even  in  the  United  States.  Long  after  the 
book  is  printed,  there  will  evolve  information  about  other 
Geddies  who  are  not  in  the  book.  Although  “ignorance 
is  no  excuse,”  which  is  a  favorite  phrase  employed  in 
United  States  traffic  courts,  the  writer  must  plead  ignor¬ 
ance  in  this  connection.  For,  let  the  reader  here  be  as¬ 
sured  that  if  the  writer  even  thinks  there  is  a  Geddie  in 
any  locality  in  the  world,  or  even  out  of  it,  several  letters 
go  to  that  vicinity  with  the  purpose  of  developing  infor¬ 
mation.  If,  by  chance,  a  Geddie  who  is  not  listed  in  this 
book  happens  to  read  a  copy  of  it,  please  refer  to  the 
title  page  for  the  address  and  notify  the  writer.  In  the 
due  course  of  events,  a  postscript  to  this  book  will  be 
written,  in  all  probability,  and  any  and  all  mistakes  can 
be  corrected  therein. 

But,  in  the  main,  this  is  an  authoritative,  accurate 
genealogy  of  the  Geddie  family,  and  includes  —  just 
about  —  every  Geddie  in  the  world  today.  It  is  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  reader  has  as  much  fun  reading  it  as  the 
writer  had  writing  it. 

— Henry  L.  “Jack”  Geddie,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
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GENEALOGY  OF  THE  FAMILY  GEDDIE 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

James  Daniel  Geddie  (son  of  Alexander  Geddie?)  married  Isabella 
McPhail.  These  two  came  from  Scotland  sometime  in  1772,  Among 
their  children  were: 

I.  John,  known  as  “Big”  John,  Geddie 

II.  Tom  Geddie 

III.  Alexander  Geddie 

IV.  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.  (or  II) 

V.  Dougald  Geddie 

VI.  At  least  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  probably  Elizabeth. 

I.  John  Geddie 

John  Geddie  was  born  around  1782,  and  died  March  14,  1841,  at  the 
age  of  54  years.  He  married  Anna  McKeithan  who  died  at  the  age  of 
79  years  in  1867.  John  and  Anna  Geddie  had  the  following  children: 

Christian  Geddie 
Dougald  Geddie 
Daniel  Geddie 
Catherine  Geddie 
James  Alexander  Geddie 
John  “Jack”  Geddie 

Alexander  Geddie  (who  married  Mary  McLamb  in  1859). 

Elizabeth  Geddie 

Christian  Geddie  was  married  to  her  first  cousin,  Robert  Alexander 
Geddie,  son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.,  (or  II),  on  April  15,  1843. 
(See  James  Daniel  Geddie  II  for  offspring). 

Dougald  Geddie  married  Sarah  Baker  on  May  15,  1850. 

Daniel  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  14,  1816,  and  died  Feb.  19,  1883.  He 
married  his  cousin,  Elizabeth  McPhail  on  May  6,  1848.  Elizabeth 
McP.  Geddie,  born  Oct.  12,  1826,  died  Aug.  14.  1893.  Both  buried  in 
Geddie  Cenetery  near  Bethany  Church,  some  5  miles  from  Stedman, 
Cumberland  Co.,  N.  C.  They  were  parents  of: 

John  McPhail  Geddie 
Daniel  Clark  Geddie  (minister) 

Leona  Douglass  Geddie 

Mary  Martin  Geddie 

Frank  Geddie  (d.  age  12  years) 

John  McPhail  Geddie  was  born  Mar.  9,  1852  and  died  May  13, 
1916.  He  married  Harriet  Ella  Rich  on  Dec.  28,  1880,  and  to 
this  union  were  born: 
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Edgar  Chestnut  Geddie 


Daniel  Norman  Geddie 
Mattie  Geddie 
Janie  Geddie 
Harriet  Geddie 

Edg^ar  Chestnut  Geddie  (b.  Oct.  6,  1881,  d.  Nov.  7,  1943)  mar¬ 
ried  Lottie  Bullard  (b.Dec.  25,  1885)  on  Sept.  20,  1905  and  they 
were  parents  of: 

Ella  Louise  Geddie 
James  Cochran  Geddie 
Jessie  Canolia  Geddie 
Edgar  M.  Geddie 
Ida  Myrtle  Geddie 

Edgar  McPhail  Geddie  was  born  Jan  3,  1912,  and  married 
Katie  Lee  Ward  (born  Aug.  23,  1916)  on  April  2,  1938.  They 
are  parents  of  Edgar  McPhail,  Jr.,  born  Mar.  5,  1941;  Kath¬ 
ryn  Ward  Geddie,  born  Nov.  9,  1943;  and  Donald  Thomas 
Geddie,  born  May  14,  1949. 

Ella  Louise  Geddie  was  born  July  11,  1906,  and  was  married 
to  J.  C.  Graham  on  May  25,  1929.  They  are  parents  of 
Emily  Geddie  Graham,  born  May  27,  1933,  and  Louise  Gra¬ 
ham,  born  April  16,  1935. 

Jessie  Canolia  Geddie  was  born  May  6,  1908,  and  was  married 
to  Clarence  Walter  Haley  on  May  22,  1936.  They  are  parents 
of:  Lottie  Rhue  Haley,  born  Nov.  13,  1939,  who  was  married 
to  Johnnie  Green  in  Aug.  1957;  and  Clarence  W.  Haley,  Jr., 
born  Sept.  18,  1947. 

Ida  Myrtle  Geddie  was  born  May  23,  1910,  and  was  married 
to  0.  T.  Baney. 

James  Cochran  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  20,  1913,  and  married 
Mildred  Russell  on  Sept.  28,  1935.  They  are  parents  of: 

Becky  Rena  Geddie,  born  July  1,  1937,  was  married  to 
Ronald  Rowe  in  June  1958. 

Jane  Sharyn  Geddie,  born  Aug.  13,  1946. 

James  Cochran  Geddie  Jr.,  born  Feb.  16,  1950. 

Daniel  Norman  Geddie  married  Mavis  West  and  they  were 
parents  of: 

Daniel  Norman  Geddie,  Jr. 

Mary  Ella  Geddie 
John  McPhail  Geddie 
Lacy  Carson  Geddie 
Lottie  Ruth  Geddie 
Albert  Haven  Geddie 
Esther  Geddie  (died  as  baby) 
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Daniel  Norman  Geddie,  Jr.  married  Sarah  Spears. 

Mary  Ella  Geddie  was  married  to  Joel  Johnson  and  they  are 
parents  of: 

Joel  Johnson,  Jr. 

Joan  Johnson 

John  McPhail  Geddie  married  Audrey  Romeo,  and  they  are 
parents  of  John  McPhail  Geddie,  Jr. 

Lacy  Carson  Geddie  married  Mary - and  they  are  parents 

of  James  Carson  Geddie. 

Lottie  Ruth  Geddie  was  married  to  Gilbert  Durham- 

Albert  H.  Geddie  married  Mary  - . 

Mattie  Melissa  Geddie  was  married  to  John  A.  Hair.  They  were 
the  parents  of: 

John  Erman  Hair 
Frances  Hair 
Ida  Katherine  Hair 

John  Erman  Hair  married  L.  Baker  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  John  Hair  and  Mitzie  Jane  Hair. 

Frances  Hair  was  married  to  Robert  Pridgeon  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Francis  John  Pridgeon  and  Sarah  Geddie 
Pridgeon. 

Ida  Katherine  Hair  was  married  to  Kenneth  Lancaster,  par¬ 
ents  of  Kenneth  Lancaster,  Jr. 

Janie  Geddie  was  married  to  L.  E.  McKnight,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Marcus  Geddie  McKnight 
Harriet  McKnight 
L.  E.  McKnight,  Jr. 

Marcus  Geddie  McKnight  married  Elizabeth  McLaren,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Annie  McKnight. 

Harriet  McKnight  was  married  to  George  Carter. 

Harriet  Geddie  was  married  to  Francis  Marion  Tucker,  and 
they  were  parents  of 

Margaret  Tucker 
Harriet  Tucker 
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Marg-aret  Tucker  was  married  to  Harry  Payne,  the  parents 
of  Margaret  Payne,  and  twins,  Frank  and  Harry  Payne. 

Harriet  Tucker  was  married  to  - Taylor. 

Reverend  Daniel  Clark  (Geddie)  was  born  Oct.  4,  1859  (d.  Jan. 
30,  1913)  and  married  on  Jan.  25,  1888  Leanna  Melissa  Maxwell 
(born  June  21,  1868).  To  this  union  were  born: 

Baby  (born  and  died  Nov.  29,  1888 
Parepa  Ruth  Geddie 
Grace  Riston  Geddie 
Daniel  Maxwell  Geddie 
Janie  Elizabeth  Geddie 

Paul  Bunyon  Geddie  (born  Nov.  2,  1896,  died  July  17,  1897) 
Kenneth  Baxter  Geddie  (MD) 

Hendrix  Rone  Geddie 
Leanna  Douglass  Geddie 
Rowland  Hill  Geddie 
Oliver  Sangster  Geddie 

Wilmer  Clarence  Geddie,  born  Jan.  5,  1902,  died  May  25,  1902. 

Parepa  Ruth  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  9,  1890,  and  was  married 
to  John  Thomas  Hatcher  (d)  on  Sept.  7,  1915.  They  are  the 
parents  of  Gladys  Bernard  Hatcher,  born  Nov.  26,  1934,  who 
was  married  to  Melvin  Joseph  Healy.  They  are  parents  of: 

John  Hatcher  Healy,  born  Oct.  31,  1956 
Michael  Lament  Healy,  born  Nov.  2,  1957 

Grace  Riston  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  15,  1891,  and  was  married 
on  Feb.  18,  1920  to  Arthur  Winn  Baldwin  (d).  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Arthur  Winn  Baldwin,  Jr. 

Olive  Douglass  Baldwin 
Kenneth  Rone  Baldwin 

Arthur  Winn  Baldwin,  Jr.  was  born  Dec.  20,  1920,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Dorothy  Shamel  (born  Oct.  5,  1918).  They  are  parents 
of: 

Arthur  Winn  Baldwin  III,  born  Aug.  21,  1945 
Laura  Grace  Baldwin,  born  June  15,  1949 

Olive  Douglass  Baldwin  was  bom  Feb.  19,  1922,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Milford  Jones  Auger  (born  Jan.  29,  1917).  They 
are  parents  of: 

Milford  Douglas  Auger,  born  Feb.  11,  1955 
Olive  Baldwin  Auger,  born  Jan.  22,  1957 
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Kenneth  Rone  Baldwin  was  born  Mar.  20,  1928,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Betty  Jean  Frost  (born  Jan.  12,  1924).  They  are  parents 
of: 

Leslie  Frost  Baldwin,  born  Dec.  14,  1957 

Daniel  Maxwell  Geddie  was  born  July  10,  1893,  and  married 
Ruth  Van  Zandt  (born  July  18,  1907)  on  Feb.  28,  1928.  They 
are  parents  of  Susan  Van  Zandt,  born  May  25,  1943. 

Janie  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  bom  Jan.  6,  1895,  and  was  married 
to  Thomas  Ricaud  Koonce  (d)  on  Feb.  29,  1916.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Leanna  Elizabeth  Koonce 
Thomas  Ricaud  Koonce,  Jr. 

Jean  Geddie  Koonce 

Leanna  Elizabeth  Koonce  was  born  Dec.  1,  1918,  and  was 
married  to  Robert  Feaster  Coleman,  Jr.  (born  July  20,  1918. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Robert  Feaster  Coleman  III,  born  Oct.  25,  1945 
Rebecca  Lea  Coleman,  born  Jan.  26,  1951 

Thomas  Ricaud  Koonce,  Jr.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1922,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Idolene  Sikes,  born  July  27,  1922.  They  are  parents  of: 

Thomas  Ricaud  Koonce  III,  born  Mar.  16,  1950 
David  Merle  Koonce,  born  July  28,  1951 

Jean  Geddie  Koonce  was  born  Jan.  12,  1927,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Luther  Perdue  Anderson  (born  Mar.  21,  1926).  They 
are  parents  of: 

Douglas  Carson  Anderson 

Kenneth  Baxter  Geddie  was  born  April  16,  1898,  and  married 
Irma  Russell  Nisbet  (bom  Feb.  8,  1905)  on  June  12,  1929.  They 
are  parents  of: 

Kenneth  Baxter  Geddie,  Jr.  born  June  28,  1932 
Mary  Alice  Geddie,  born  Dec.  13,  1936 

Hendrix  Rone  Geddie  was  born  June  20,  1900  and  married  Alice 
Patterson  Adams  (bom  May  17,  1898). 

Wilmer  Clarence  Geddie,  born  Jan.  5,  1902,  died  May  25,  1902. 

Leanna  Douglass  Geddie,  born  July  22,  1903 

Rowland  Hill  Geddie,  born  Sept.  25,  1905,  married  Ruby  Jones 
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(born  Dec.  12,  1910)  on  Oct.  30,  1931.  To  this  union  were  born; 

Rowland  Hill  Geddie,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  17,  1932 
Daniel  Clark  Geddie  II,  born  Feb.  25,  1938 

Rowland  Hill  Geddie,  Jr.  married  Martha  McGauhy  (born 
Jan.  5,  1932)  on  April  1,  1953.  They  are  parents  of: 

Rowland  Hill  Geddie  III,  born  Jan.  7,  1954  (“Tad”) 

Mary  Virginia  Geddie,  born  Sept.  26,  1955  (“Ginger”) 

Olive  Sangster  Geddie,  born  Jan.  4,  1909. 

Leona  Douglass  Geddie  was  married  to  James  Crawford  Jerome, 
and  they  were  parents  of; 

Franklin  Lee  Jerome 
Myrtle  Croom  Jerome 
Mary  Elizabeth  Jerome 
Thomas  Geddie  Jerome 
John  Marvin  Jerome 
James  Daniel  Jerome 
Juanita  Douglass  Jerome 

Franklin  Lee  Jerome  is  unmarried. 

Myrtle  Croom  Jerome  was  married  to  Oscar  Fussell  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Oscar  Duane  Fussell 
Thelma  Douglass  Fussell 
Daniel  Jerome  Fussell 
Kathleen  Derwood  Fussell 
Ruth  Mallard  Fussell 

Oscar  Duane  Fussell  married  Lucille  - . 

Thelma  Douglass  Fussell  died  age  4  years. 

Daniel  Jerome  Fussell  married  Elizabeth  Baker,  and  they 
were  parents  of: 

Daniel  Jerome  Fussell,  Jr. 

David  Geddie  Fussell 
Mary  Elizabeth  Fussell 

Kathleen  Derwood  Fussell  was  married  to  Granville  Shef¬ 
field,  and  they  are  parents  of  Sonia  Faye  Sheffield,  who 
married  Donald  Bland. 

Ruth  Mallard  Fussell  was  married  to  Murphy  Singletary, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Murphy  Singletary,  Jr.,  and 
John  Fussell  Singletary 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Jerome  was  married  to  Stacy  Butler,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Geddie  Jerome  Butler,  who  married  Estelle  Davis,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Lynn  Elizabeth  and  Jerome  Davis  Butler. 

Myra  Douglas  Butler,  who  was  married  to  Thomas  Hughes. 

Thomas  Geddie  Jerome  married  Donie  Outlaw,  and  they  are 
parents  of: 

Alma  Douglass  Jerome  who  was  married  to  Norman  Zend, 
the  parents  of  Robin  Zend  (female) 

John  Marvin  Jerome  married  Sally  Symons,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Sally  Symons  who  was  married  to  Thomas  Townsend 
Anne  Jerome  who  was  married  to  Kenneth  Farrier. 

James  Daniel  Jerome  married  Sarah  - ,  and  they  are 

parents  of: 

Sarah  Douglass  Jerome 
James  Daniel  Jerome,  Jr. 

Juanita  Douglass  Jerome  died  in  infancy. 

Mary  Martin  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  7,  1857  (and  died  Sept.  7, 
1882)  and  was  married  to  Edgar  Lawrence  Strickland  (bom 
April  12,  1852,  died  August  22,  1897)  on  Oct.  21,  1875.  They 
were  the  parents  of: 

Fleta  Gertrude  Strickland,  born  Oct.  6,  1876 
Rossy  Gray  Strickland,  born  Sept.  11,  1878,  died  Oct.  16,  1878. 
Roscoe  Marvin  Strickland,  bora  Aug.  11,  1879,  died  Sept.  27, 
1918 

Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Strickland,  born  Jan.  8,  1882,  died  Mar.  8, 
1946 

Fleta  Gertrude  Strickland  was  married  on  Aug.  10,  1897  to 
Thomas  Thayer  James  (born  Jan.  11,  1868,  died  Jan.  3,  1925). 
To  this  union  were  born: 

Mary  Marvin  James,  born  April  17,  1899 
Thomas  Thayer  James,  Jr.,  born  June  13,  1904 
Edgar  Perry  James,  bora  Oct.  14,  1906 

Mary  Marvin  James  was  married  on  June  30,  1921  to  Ewart 
Gladstone  Twitty,  born  July  14,  1891.  They  are  the  parents 
of: 

Mary  James  Twitty,  born  April  17,  1922,  who  was  married 
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on  Dec.  22,  1950,  to  Harry  Alan  Pearson,  Jr.,  who  are  the 
parents  of: 

Harry  Alan  Pearson  III,  born  Nov.  15,  1957 

Thomas  Thayer  James,  Jr.  married  Barbara  Rebecca  Davis 
(born  Dec.  30,  1914)  on  July  15,  1944.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Thomas  Thayer  James  III,  born  Aug.  16,  1945 
Henry  Davis  James,  born  August  24,  1950 

Edgar  Perry  James  married  Virginia  Sue  Bright  (born 
Sept.  1,  1917)  on  April  11,  1940.  To  them  were  born: 

Charles  Thomas  James,  born  Mar.  8,  1943 
Edgar  Perry  James,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  27,  1947 

Roscoe  Marvin  Strickland  was  born  Aug.  11,  1879  and  died 
Sept.  27,  1918.  He  married  Lena  Jane  Butler,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of: 

Stanley  Strickland  (female) 

Lillian  Strickland 
Mary  Emma  Strickland 
Roscoe  Marvin  Strickland 

Lillian  Strickland  was  married  to  Eugene  Johnson,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Shirley  Jane  Johnson,  who  was  married  to  James  Mayo 
Waggoner,  the  parents  of: 

James  Mayo  Waggoner,  Jr. 

Mary  Emma  Strickland  was  married  to  Henry  Gibbons,  and 
to  this  union  were  born: 

Nancy  Gibbons 
Hal  Gibbons 
Roger  Gibbons 

Nancy  Gibbons  was  married  to  James  Katz,  and  they  are 
parents  of  James  Katz,  Jr.,  and  Mark  Katz. 

Roscoe  Marvin  Strickland  (deceased)  married  Gleunie  - , 

and  they  were  parents  of: 

Stanley  Strickland  (male) 

Jane  Strickland 

Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Strickland  was  born  Jan.  8,  1882,  and 
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died  Mar.  8,  1946.  She  was  married  to  John  E.  Fussell  and  to 
them  was  born  Elizabeth  Fussell,  who  was  married  to  John  W. 
Harrison.  They  were  parents  of: 

John  Fussell  Harrison 

Joe  Harrison 

Jane  Elizabeth  Harrison 

Catherine  Geddie,  daughter  of  “Big”  John  Geddie,  was  married 
to  Haywood  Gainey  in  1832.  Haywood  Gainey  was  born  between 
1805  and  1810.  They  were  parents  of: 

Elva  Ann  Gainey,  who  was  married  to  Hector  Strickland 
James  Allen  Gainey  who  married  Mary  Evans 
Christina  Gainey  who  was  married  to  Dave  Autry 

Rebecca  Gainey  who  was  married  to - Bryant. 

John  Gainey  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War. 

Catherine  Gainey  who  died  as  an  infant 
Charles  Gainey  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War. 

Jane  Gainey  who  was  married  to - McIntyre 

William  Ashford  Gainey  who  married  Attilia  Marsh 

Abraham  Gainey  (born  1835)  who  married  Amelia  McNabb  (born 

1850) 

Abraham  and  Amelia  Gainey  were  parents  of  Elizabeth,  Ellen 
Douglass,  Maude  L.,  Charles  Gordon,  Percy  Leigh,  and  Jesse 
Colver  Gainey, 

James  Alexander  Geddie  was  the  son  of  “Big”  John  Geddie.  He 
was  born  July  9,  1807,  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  May  7,  1881,  in 
Texas.  He  married  his  cousin,  Mary  Margaret  McPhail  (daughter 
of  Dougald  and  Isabella  (Murphy)  McPhail  on  May  4,  1831,  in 
North  Carolina.  Mary  Margaret  was  born  Oct.  22,  1806,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  died  June  4,  1874,  67  years,  7  months,  17  days. 
They  are  buried  in  a  private  cemetery  near  the  former  community 
of  Owlet  Green  (near  Van),  Van  Zandt  County,  Texas.  This  couple, 
with  their  children,  and  with  Mary  Margaret’s  two  brothers,  Thomas 
and  Archibald  McPhail,  together  with  their  families,  left  North 
Carolina  on  March  22,  1850,  going  to  Georgia  and  staying  briefly 
with  the  Maxwells,  leaving  Georgia  in  December,  1850,  heading  west 
to  Alabama,  where  they  visited  Geddies  who  had  gone  there  before 
them,  stopping  in  Mississippi  for  a  year  to  make  a  crop,  and  then 
on  to  Texas  in  covered  wagons,  ox-carts.  They  stopped  first  in 
Cherokee  County,  Texas,  where  they  paused  long  enough  to  size  up 
the  potential  farming  lands,  and  then  ultimately  to  Van  Zandt 
County,  in  which  county  they  bought  land  a  stone’s  throw  from 
Owlet  Green.  In  Van  Zandt  County  today  are  hundreds  of  their 
descendants.  James  Alexander  and  Mary  Margaret  Geddie  were 
the  parents  of: 
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Isabella  Geddie 
Catherine  Ann  Geddie 
Thomas  A.  Geddie 


John  Alexander  Geddie 
Dougald  Geddie 
William  Robert  Geddie 
James  Allen  Geddie 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Geddie 

Mary  Elizabeth  Geddie,  bom  Feb.  15,  1837,  died  Oct.  26,  1837. 
Baby,  Stillborn  Nov.  21,  1843. 

Isabella  Geddie  was  bom  Jan.  31,  1832,  in  North  Carolina  and 
died  Sept.  1,  1916  in  Texas.  She  was  married  to  Daniel  McNeill 
McPhail,  her  first  cousin,  on  Nov.  19,  1851.  Daniel  Mc- 
Phail  was  born  Jan.  19,  1826,  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  June 
4,  1908,  in  Texas.  Children  of  Daniel  and  Isabella  (Geddie) 
McPhail  were: 

Evander  McNair  McPhail 
Isabella  King  McPhail 
William  Henry  McPhail 
Sarah  Barbara  McPhail 
Mary  Margaret  McPhail 
Daniel  Shadrach  McPhail 
Lula  Aquila  McPhail 
Thomas  Lemuel  McPhail 
John  Archibald  McPhail 
Samuel  MeShach  McPhail 

Evander  McNair  McPhail  was  bora  Aug.  22,  1853  and  died  Dec. 
21,  1891. 

Isabella  King  McPhail  was  born  Jan.  31,  1856  and  died  Dec. 
27,  1891. 

William  Henry  McPhail  was  born  Jan.  29,  1858,  and  died  Nov. 
16,  1861. 

Sarah  Barbara  McPhail  was  bom  Aug.  26,  1860  and  died  March 
16,  1865. 

Mary  Margaret  McPhail  was  bom  Feb.  21,  1863  and  died  July 
31,  1864. 

Daniel  Shadrach  “Shad”  McPhail  was  born  Aug.  10,  1870  and 
died  Nov.  13,  1919.  He  married  Ida  Weir  on  Aug.  22,  1899. 
Ida  Weir  was  born  Aug.  22,  1869  and  died  in  1933.  They  were 
the  parents  of; 

Mary  Isabella  McPhail 
Dorothy  Jane  McPhail 
Baby,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Lillian  Katherine  McPhail 

Mary  Isabella  McPhail  was  married  to  Morris  Gruian,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Mike  Gruian. 
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Dorothy  Jane  McPhail  was  married  to  Erke  C.  King,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Jane  Anne  King. 

Lillian  Katherine  McPhail  was  born  Mar.,  1904,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Fry  Hamilton  Wallace,  who  was  bom  April  20,  1900. 
Their  children  are: 

Virginia  McPhail  Wallace 
Margaret  Sue  Wallace 
George  Hamilton  Wallace 

Virginia  McPhail  Wallace  was  born  Mar.  29,  1926,  and 
was  married  to  B.  J.  May  on  Apr.  12,  1946.  They  are  the 
parents  of: 

Linda  Jean  May,  b.  8-27-1947 
Carol  Ann  May,  b.  11-29-1949 
James  David  May,  b.  2-22-1951 
Mary  Alice  May,  b.  9-20-1952 
John  Norman  May,  b.  2-5-1954 
Paul  Wallace  May,  b.  4-23-1955 
Kathy  Jane  May,  b.  5-14-1956 

Margaret  Sue  Wallace  was  born  Sept.  1,  1928 

George  Hamilton  Wallace  was  born  Nov.  16,  1930. 

Lula  Aquila  McPhail  (born  July  11,  1876,  died  May,  1954)  was 
married  to  Robert  McNeill  (born  Jan.  10,  1867,  died  Nov.  25, 
1943)  on  May  14,  1896.  To  this  union  were  born  the  following 
children: 

Odie  Archie  McNeill 
Daniel  Shadrach  McNeill 
Sabra  Isabella  McNeill 
James  Cam  McNeill 
Sarah  Clota  McNeill 
Sammy  Lee  McNeill 

Odie  Archie  McNeill  was  born  Feb.  16,  1899,  and  married 
Lola  Keahey  (bora  Feb.  1,  1899)  on  Nov.  13,  1921.  They 
are  the  parents  of: 

Melba  Joy  McNeill,  born  Mar.  27,  1929,  who  was  married 
to  T.  W.  Butler  (born  Mar.  15,  1929)  on  May  28,  1948. 
They  are  parents  of  Melinda  Gayle  Butler,  born  Feb.  10, 
1955. 
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Daniel  Shadrach  McNeill  was  born  Feb.  14,  1901,  and  mar¬ 
ried  lone  Barton  (born  Dec.  3,  1902)  on  Sept.  25,  1927.  Their 
children  are: 


Gerald  Norton  McNeill,  born  Aug.  2,  1931 
Molly  Caroline  McNeill,  born  Mar.  22,  1941 

Sabra  McNeill  was  bom  Aug.  3,  1903,  and  was  married  to 
Robert  Fulton  Nelson  (born  Sept.  28,  1897,  died  May  26, 
1952)  in  June  1941.  They  are  the  parents  of  Robert  Fulton 
Nelson,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  18,  1944. 

Sarah  Clota  McNeill  was  born  on  April  24,  1908,  and  was 
married  to  B.  F.  Edmondson  in  1926.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

B.  F.  Edmondson,  Jr. 

Wilma  Edmondson 
Robert  Neal  Edmondson 
James  Edmondson 
Bryan  Keith  Edmondson 
James  Farrell  Edmondson 
Minnie  Lou  Edmondson 
Tamra  Lynn  Edmondson 

Sammy  Lee  McNeill  was  born  Aug.  4,  1910,  and  married  Clea 
Patterson  (born  June  17,  1912)  on  Nov.  13,  1929.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Gayland  McNeill,  born  Jan.  25,  1933. 

Jerry  Duane  McNeill,  born  Dec.  28,  1947. 

Gayland  McNeill  married  Bobbie  Katherine  Womack  (bora 
Dec.  26,  1933)  and  to  this  union  were  born: 

Gayland  McNeill,  Jr.,  born  May  26,  1952 
W.  Thomas  McNeill,  born  June  14,  1954 

Thomas  Lemuel  McPhail  (son  of  Daniel  and  Isabella  McPhail) 
was  born  Nov.  25,  1867  and  died  Jan.  26,  1938.  He  was  known 
as  “Lem”  McPhail.  He  married  Nannie  Georgia  Matthews 
(born  Aug.  1,  1873,  died  April  18,  1950)  on  Aug.  25,  1892.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

Lemuel  Austin  McPhail 
Nanny  Olivi  McPhail 
Dwight  Loyal  McPhail 
Samuel  Kelly  “Kay”  McPhail 
David  Farris  McPhail 
Lois  Audrey  McPhail 
Janie  Bell  McPhail 

Daniel  Raymond  McPhail  (d)  Married  Mary  Brown. 

Lemuel  Austin  McPhail  was  born  August  28,  1896,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Pearl  Johnson  on  Feb.  20,  1916.  To  this  union  were 
born; 
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Leta  Rue  McPhail 
Lemuel  Ray  McPhail 
Leland  Earl  McPhail 
Ruth  McPhail 
Kenneth  McPhail 

Leta  Rue  McPhail  was  born  Dec.  19,  1916,  and  was  married 
to  Claude  Elmer  Cooper  on  July  3,  1939. 

Lemuel  Ray  McPhail  was  born  on  Sept.  1,  1919,  and  died 
May  9,  1953.  He  married  Thelma  Rhodes  on  April  14, 
1939,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 

Linda  Gail  McPhail,  b.  Jan.  2,  1940 
Sandra  Lynn  McPhail,  b.  May  17,  1941 

Leland  Earl  McPhail  was  born  Mar.  6,  1922,  and  married 
Winona  Shinn  on  July  17,  1946.  To  them  were  born; 

Lee  Earl  McPhail,  b.  Oct.  4,  1947 
Gary  Steven  McPhail,  b.  Feb.  9,  1951 

Ruth  McPhail  was  born  July  17,  1925,  and  was  married  to 
Rev.  0.  B.  Hardin  on  Dec.  8,  1945.  To  them  were  born; 

Vernon  Royce  Hardin,  b.  Mar.  16,  1947 
Linda  Sharon  Hardin,  b.  Mar.  7,  1950 

Kenneth  McPhail  was  bom  Sept.  12,  1934,  and  married 
Donna  Gail  Murphy  on  Dec.  22,  1956.  To  this  union  was 
born: 

Donna  Renee  McPhail,  b.  June  27,  1958 

Nanny  Olivi  McPhail  was  bom  on  Sept.  20,  1898,  and  died 
on  Jan.  8,  1945.  She  was  married  to  Claude  Calder  on  Dec. 
24,  1919.  To  them  were  born; 

Floyd  Preston  Calder 
Ruby  Mae  Calder 
Georgia  Fay  Calder 
Nathan  Noel  Calder 

Floyd  Preston  Calder  was  born  Oct.  3,  1920  and  married 
Lucille  Smith  in  1947.  To  them  were  born  Carolyn  Joanne 
Calder,  born  Aug.  20,  1946,  and  Donna  Kay  Calder,  b#m 
Sept.  11,  1960. 

Ruby  Mae  Calder  was  bom  Sept.  14,  1922,  and  was  married 
to  Collen  A.  Hunley,  Jr.  on  June  26,  1945.  To  them  were 
born; 

Evelyn  M.  Hunley,  b.  Aug.  26,  1950;  d.  Oct.  6,  1960. 


Harold  D.  Hunley,  b.  April  30,  1954 
Robert  L.  Hunley,  b.  June  29,  1957 

Georgia  Fay  Calder,  b.  Oct,  26,  1930;  d.  Oct.  30,  1930 
Nathan  Noel  Calder,  b.  Feb.  28,  1926 

Dwight  Loyal  McPhail,  b.  Dec.  27,  1894;  d.  Oct.  18,  1895. 

Samuel  Kelly  “Kay”  McPhail  was  born  Oct.  5,  1900,  and 
married  Cleo  Bullard  (b.  1901)  on  Dec.  17,  1919.  To  them 
were  bom: 

Julia  Fayrene  McPhail 
Dan  Fred  McPhail 

Julia  Fayrene  McPhail  was  bom  Aug.  9,  Jt920,  and  was 
married  to  Oscar  Byer  on  June  15,  1940.  To  them  were 
born  Glenn  Wayne  Byer,  b.  Jan.  1,  1942. 

Dan  Fred  McPhail  was  born  Sept.  13,  1921,  and  married 
Robbie  Jones  on  Aug.  31,  1940.  To  this  union  were  born 
Larry  McPhail,  b.  Oct.  3,  1942,  and  Catherine  Danene 
McPhail,  b.  Mar.  29,  1947. 

David  Farris  McPhail  was  born  April  20,  1904,  and  married 
Gertmde  Beard  on  Sept.  1,  1934.  To  this  union  were  bora 
Bgbby  Farris  McPhail,  and  Mary  Sue  McPhail. 

Bobby  Farris  McPhail  was  born  April  7,  1934,  and  married 

Peggy  - .  To  them  were  born  David  McPhail,  b.  1956, 

and  Camille  McPhail,  b.  1956. 

Mary  Sue  McPhail  was  bom  June  24,  1942 

Lois  Audrey  McPhail  was  born  Sept.  9,  1893,  and  died  Aug.  7, 
1894. 

Janie  Bell  McPhail  was  born  May  27,  1911.  She  was  married 
to  Andrew  Bridges  Tunnell  on  Sept.  21,  1929.  To  them  were 
born: 

Julia  Mae  Tunnell 
David  Ralph  Tunnell 
Nannie  Rebecca  Tunnell 
Georgiana  Tunnell 
Thomas  Martin  Tunnell 

Julia  Mae  Tunnell  was  bom  July  26,  1930,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Charles  Edward  Faglie  on  Sept.  21,  1947.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Andrew  David  Faglie,  b.  Nov.  21,  1951 
Jerry  Don  Faglie,  b.  Oct.  4,  1954 
James  Edward  Faglie,  b.  Sept.  27,  1957 
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David  Ralph  Tunnell  was  born  April  18,  1932,  and  married 
Jo  Nell  Wilkerson  June  16,  1954.  To  them  was  bom  Eddie 
Glenn  Tunnell,  b.  Aug.  6,  1955 

Nannie  Rebecca  Tunnell  was  bom  Sept.  9,  1934,  and  was 
married  to  Bill  V.  Middleton  on  July  10,  1954.  To  this 
union  were  born  Wesley  Lloyd  Middleton,  b.  Dec.  15,  1955, 
and  Billy  Allen  Middleton,  b.  Jan.  3,  1957. 

Georgiana  Tunnell  was  born  Jan.  16,  1937  and  on  Jan.  20, 
1956  was  married  to  Edgar  Leon  Rose.  To  this  union 
were  born: 

James  Bryce  Rose,  born  Feb.  1,  1957 
Kaytricia  Ann  Rose,  born  Feb.  13,  1958 

Thomas  Martin  Tunnell  was  born  Feb.  5,  1939 

John  Archibald  “Jock’^  McPhail  was  born  June  13,  1865  and 
died  April  29,  1947.  He  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Matthews 
(born  March  14,  1864,  died  Oct.  20,  1890)  on  Nov.  15,  1888,  at 
the  bride’s  home  by  W.  A.  Smith.  To  this  union  was  born: 

Allie  Zola  McPhail,  born  Dec.  8,  1889  (d.  June  28,  1947), 
who  was  married  to  Lloyd  Hector  McNeill  (b.  Apr.  30,  1889) 
on  Sept.  17,  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Mabel  Agnes  McNeill,  born  Feb.  16,  1907 
Asbury  Archie  McNeill,  born  Jan.  17,  1910 
Vivian  Rosaland  McNeill,  born  May  14,  1915 
Lloyd  Maurice  McNeill,  born  May  9,  1918 
Dorothy  Zola  McNeill,  born  July  28,  1920 
Alice  Elizabeth  McNeill,  b.  Oct.  16,  1925 
Robert  Daniel  McNeill,  born  Sept.  19,  1930 
John  A.  (d) 

Eunice  (d) 

Mabel  Agnes  McNeill  was  married  to  Lesley  L.  Sartin 
(born  Sept.  12,  1898)  on  Feb.  16,  1930.  They  are  parents 
of: 

Lesley  Lamar  Sartin,  Jr.  born  Sept.  12,  1936 
Peggy  Jean  Sartin,  born  June  25,  1932 

Lesley  Lamar  Sartin,  Jr.  married  Rosalie  Rischard 
(born  June  3,  1938)  on  Sept.  21,  1956.  They  are  parents 
of  Peggy  Sue  Sartin,  born  Mar.  27,  1956 

Peggy  Jean  Sartin  was  married  on  June  4,  1950  to  David 
W.  Young,  born  April  26,  1927.  They  are  parents  of: 


Laura  Ann  Young,  born  June  16,  1952 


Claudia  Kay  Young,  born  May  13,  1954 
David  Wren  Young,  born  May  19,  1957 

Asbury  Archie  McNeill  married  Bonnie  Maone  Maxson 
(born  Aug.  5,  1911)  on  Mar.  10,  1931.  They  are  parents  of: 

Aubrey  Donald  McNeill,  born  June  1936  who  married 
Jean  Evelyn  Meadows  (bom  Feb.  25,  1936)  on  July  3, 
1957 

Lloyd  Maurice  McNeill  married  Mary  Lou  Smith  (born 
Oct.  4,  1924)  on  June  7,  1942.  They  are  parents  of: 

Robert  Felton  McNeill,  born  Oct.  12,  1944 
Stephen  Gregory  McNeill,  born  May  28,  1949 

Dorothy  Zola  McNeill  was  married  on  Dec.  25,  1938  to 
Harry  David  Schomp  (b  April  7,  1916).  They  are  parents 
of: 

David  Lee  Schomp,  born  Aug.  27,  1940 
Gary  Neill  Schomp,  bom  Oct.  12,  1947 
Linda  Zola  Schomp,  born  Oct.  11,  1952 

Alice  Elizabeth  McNeill  was  married  on  April  28,  1944  to 
Loyal  D.  Sipes,  born  June  11,  1922.  They  are  parents  of: 

Mark  Welden  Sipes,  born  Oct.  11,  1946 
Timothy  Allen  Sipes,  born  Aug.  19,  1948 
Phillip  Allen  Sipes,  born  Mar.  25,  1951 
Elizabeth  Ann  Sipes,  born  Nov.  22,  1955 

Robert  Daniel  McNeill  married  Jessie  Pendergrass  (born 
Mar.  23,  1931)  on  March  25,  1950.  They  are  parents  of: 

Charlotte  Allene  McNeill  born  Jan.  18,  1951 
Roberta  Kay  McNeill,  born  Feb.  24,  1953 
Teresa  Mae  McNeill,  born  May  16,  1954 

Vivian  Rosalind  McNeill  was  married  (1)  to  Cecil  Edwin 
Smith  on  Aug.  12,  1930.  To  this  unon  were  born: 

Marcia  Janelle  Smith,  born  Sept.  27,  1931 
Cecile  Joy  Smith,  born  Aug.  29,  1935 
Cecil  Edwin  Smith,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  19,  1937 

Marcia  Janelle  Smith  was  married  to  Billy  Wayne 
Reeves  on  Dec.  17,  1950 

Cecile  Joy  Smith  was  married  to  Finns  Ray  Gee  on  Aug. 
1,  1950.  They  are  parents  of: 

Gwendolyn  Joy  Gee,  born  April  17,  1951 
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Finus  Ray  Gee,  Jr.,  born  May  26,  1962 
Cathy  Lynn  Gee,  bom  Sept.  27,  1958 

Cecil  Edwin  Smith,  Jr.  married  Nancy  K.  Patterson  on 
June  6,  1958 

Vivian  Rosalind  McNeill  Smith  was  married  (2)  to  Paul 
F.  Snavely. 

John  “Jock”  McPhail  married  (2)  Jewel  Mississippi  Pollard, 
(born  Jan.  9,  1876,  died  Feb.  3,  1928)  daughter  of  Ben  Pollard 
on  July  21,  1892.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Leah  Eunice  McPhail,  born  July  26,  1893,  died  Sept.  3,  1899 
John  Alvin  McPhail,  born  Aug.  20,  1897,  died  Aug.  13,  1968 
Nolen  Showalter  McPhail,  born  Aug.  18,  1895,  died  July  31, 
1896 

Shelvey  Clark  McPhail,  bom  Feb.  9,  1905 

Samuel  Glover  McPhail  bom  Nov.  4,  1912,  died  July  16,  1913 

Frances  Belle  McPhail,  born  July  29,  1901 

Vera  Alice  McPhail,  born  Jan.  9,  1909 

John  Alvin  McPhail  was  bom  Aug.  20,  1897,  and  died  Aug. 
13,  1968.  He  married  Grace  Sears  (born  Mar.  24,  1902)  on 
Aug.  20,  1922,  and  they  were  parents  of: 

Mattie  Jewell  McPhail,  born  Feb.  12,  1924 
Jesse  Alvin  McPhail,  bom  July  12,  1926 
Coleman  Clark  “Buck”  McPhail,  born  Dec.  26,  1929 
Mary  Jo  McPhail,  born  Mar.  20,  1933 
Gerald  David  McPhail,  born  Jan.  15,  1936 

Mattie  Jewell  McPhail  was  married  to  Clifford  Tidmore, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Laurita  Joy  Tidmore,  bom 
June  12,  1942,  Mattie  Jewell  McPhail  was  married  (2)  to 
Frank  Chesshir,  and  they  are  parents  of  Linda  Ruth 
Chesshir,  born  July  3,  1949,  and  Mary  Ellen  Chesshir, 
born  April  17,  1956. 

Jesse  Alvin  McPhail  married  Violet  Lorraine  Whitney 
(born  Oct.  13,  1927)  and  they  are  parents  of  Pamela  Rue 
McPhail,  born  August  23,  1951 

Coleman  Clark  Buck  McPhail  married  Carol  Ann  Ruyle 
(born  Jan.  21,  1933)  and  they  are  parents  of  Steven 
Craig  McPhail,  forn  Feb.  12,  1964,  and  John  Ruyle  Mc¬ 
Phail,  born  Feb.  23,  1958 

Mary  Jo  McPhail  was  married  to  Herbert  Lee  Matlock, 
(born  Aug.  12,  1932)  and  they  are  parents  of  Michael  Lee 
Matlock,  bom  Mar.  14,  1961,  and  Randel  Wayne  Matlock, 
born  Feb.  7,  1964. 
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Gerald  David  McPhail  married  Clara  Cornelia  Robertson, 
(bom  Aug.  30,  1936). 

Gerald  McPhail  is  a  coach  in  an  Oklahoma  City  high  school, 
after  playing  with  Oklahoma  University,  His  wife  is  a 
teacher  in  a  junior  high  school  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Buck  McPhail  was  a  well  known  Oklahoma  University 
football  star,  and  was  voted  a  member  of  Collier’s  All- 
American  Team.  He  is  currently  assistant  coach  for  the 
University  of  California.  Buck  played  two  years  with  the 
Baltimore  Colts,  and  prior  to  that  was  in  the  Sugar  Bowl, 
Orange  Bowl,  Honolulu  Bowl  with  Oklahoma. 

Shelvey  Clark  McPhail  married  Ruby  Jewell  Rogers  (bom 
Aug.  14,  1906)  on  Dec.  14,  1931.  They  are  parents  of: 

Shelvey  Clark  McPhail,  Jr.,  born  Mar.  19,  1936 

Frances  Belle  “Fannie  Belle”  McPhail  was  born  July  29, 
1901  and  on  June  19,  1925,  was  married  to  William  Gus  Long- 
necker,  who  was  born  June  29,  1900,  and  died  April  24,  1954. 
To  this  union  were  born: 

Betty  Louise  Longnecker,  born  Feb.  27,  1926  was  married 
on  July  29,  1950  to  Ira  Emmett  Johnson,  bom  Feb.  16, 
1923.  They  are  parents  of  Carolyn  Ann  Johnson,  born 
Oct.  3,  1953 

William  Albert  Lincoln  Longnecker,  born  May  15,  1928, 
who  on  April  15,  1949,  married  Eddie  Elizabeth  Murray, 
who  was  bora  Jan.  27,  1928.  They  are  parents  of: 

Deborah  Diane  Longnecker,  b.  Nov.  22,  1950 
James  William  Longnecker,  b.  Oct.  15,  1952 
Jerry  Eugene  Longnecker,  b.  Jan.  9,  1954 

Marvin  Engene  Longnecker,  born  Nov.  27,  1932 

Evangeline  Mae  Longnecker,  born  Mar.  17,  1939 

Vera  Alice  McPhail  was  born  Jan.  9,  1909,  and  on  Sept.  6, 
1927  was  married  to  Ralph  Marvin  Lasater,  who  was  born 
Nov.  30,  1904.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Patricia  Lee  Lasater 
Reginald  Marvin  Lasater 
Ralph  Dale  Lasater 

Thelma  Jean  Lasater  bom  Sept.  27,  1930,  died  Dec.  1, 
1931. 

Patricia  Lee  Lasater  was  bom  Aug.  12,  1928  and  on  June 
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15,  1948  was  married  to  Rev.  Roy  T.  Bolerjack,  who  was 
born  June  11,  1929.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Susan  Marie  Bolerjack,  born  Mar.  2,  1950 
Janet  Elaine  Bolerjack,  bom  Feb.  11,  1951 
Mark  Wayne  Bolerjack,  born  Mar.  10,  1955 

Reginald  Marvin  Lasater  was  bom  Feb.  2,  1933,  and  on 
June  3,  1956  married  Glenna  Fred  Yarbrough,  who  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1937. 

Ralph  Dale  Lasater  was  born  May  26,  1936,  and  on  July 
23,  1954  married  Mary  Ann  Roche,  born  Mar.  9,  1938. 
They  are  parents  of  Charles  Dale  Lasater,  born  Sept.  24, 
1955 

Samuel  Meshach  McPhail  was  the  youngest  son  of  Daniel  and 
Isabella  McPhail.  He  was  born  Feb.  12,  1873  and  died  Sept.  4, 
1936.  He  married  Johnnie  Jane  Matthews  (born  in  1881)  on 
Dec.  22,  1900.  To  them  were  born: 

Matthews  Ewing  McPhail 
Effie  Rozelle  McPhail 
Sam  Fred  McPhail 

Reverend  Matthews  Ewing  McPhail  was  bora  May  31,  1904, 
and  married  Myrtis  Emily  Ray  on  June  30,  1932.  To  this 
union  were  born  David  Pendleton  McPhail,  born  Aug.  4, 
1936,  and  Jane  Ellen  McPhail,  born  Oct.  3,  1940. 

Effie  Rozelle  McPhail  was  born  Dec.  27,  1911,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Rush  C.  Linder  in  Feb.,  1943.  To  them  was  born 
Mary  Kathryn  Linder,  born  Mar.  24,  1947. 

Sam  Fred  McPhail  was  born  Mar.  13,  1918,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Williams  on  Aug.*  9,  1947.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Samuel  Morton  McPhail,  bom  Mar.  19,  1950 
Susan  McPhail,  born  Feb.  22,  1952 
Raymond  McPhail,  born  Feb.  25,  1954 

Catherine  Ann  Geddie  was  the  daughter  of  James  Alexander  and 
Mary  Margaret  (McPhail)  Geddie.  She  was  born  May  9,  1833 
in  North  Carolina,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1902,  in  Texas.  She  was 
married  to  Joshua  Hallman  (born  July  17,  1830,  died  April  21, 
1900).  To  this  unian  were  born: 

Jefferson  Hallman 
Levi  Hallman 
Anna  Hallman 
Samuel  King  Hallman 
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Jefferson  Hallman  married  Amelia  Damont  Kopisch  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

Florence  Hallman 
Dottie  Hallman 
Arthur  Hallman 

Florence  Hallman  was  married  to  Rev.  Oscar  William 
Hooper  of  Athens  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

Hallman  Maurice  Hooper 
Evelyn  Hooper 
Herbert  Wilson  Hooper 
Hilton  Arthur  Hooper 

Hallman  Maurice  Hooper  married  Mary  Lynn  Curlee  and 
they  are  parents  of:  Robert  Curlee  Hooper,  Lyette 
Hooper,  and  Mary  Ann  Hooper 

Evelyn  Hooper  was  married  to  Fred  Eckhardt,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Charles  Eckhardt. 

Herbert  Wilson  Hooper  married  Marjorie  Rush  and  they 
are  parents  of  Diane  Hooper,  Carolyn  Hooper,  Mary  Evelyn 
Hooper,  and  Herbert  Wilson  Hooper,  Jr. 

Hilton  Arthur  Hooper  married  Estelle  Frances  Clayton, 
and  they  are  parents  of  James  William  Hooper,  and  Ray¬ 
mond  Allan  Hooper 

Dottie  Hallman  was  married  to  John  Roe  Crawford,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

Margaret  Crawford,  who  was  married  to  Ross  Nelson. 
John  Roe  Crawford,  Jr. 

Adolf  A.  Crawford 

Arthur  Hallman  married  Neville  Fisher. 

Jefferson  Hallman  married  (2)  Belle  -  and  they  were  the 

parents  of  Bryan  Hallman. 

Levi  Hallman  (who  was  bom  in  1860  and  died  1889)  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Alice  Tennessee  Smith  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

William  Sidney  Hallman 
Ottis  Omega  Hallman 
Clara  Mae  Hallman 

William  Sidney  Hallman  married  Bula  Lee  Lassater,  and 
they  were  parents  of: 


Bartow  Hallman 
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Maudie  Mae  Hallman 
Para  Lee  Hallman 
Allie  Rue  Hallman 
Julia  Evelyn  Hallman 
Flora  Alice  Hallman 

Bartow  Hallman  married  Vanda  Hennessey 

Maudie  Mae  Hallman  was  married  to  Johnny  Jones,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Gary  and  Johnny  Mae  Jones 

Para  Lee  Hallman  was  married  to  Alvin  Howell,  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

Herbert  Hallman  Howell,  who  married  Jane  Windham 
Betty  Ann  Howell,  died  in  infancy 
Alvin  Howell,  Jr. 

Patricia  Sue  Howell 
Grover  Sidney  Howell 

Allie  Rue  Hallman  was  married  to  Woodrow  McGehee,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

Wana  Jo  McGehee,  born  Aug.  8,  1934,  who  was  married 
to  Leslie  Kent  (born  Aug.  30,  1932)  on  Jan  6,  1951.  They 
are  parents  of  Sharon  Elizabeth  Kent,  born  Oct.  23, 
1951 

Quana  Sue  McGehee 
James  Dalton  McGehee 

Julia  Evelyn  Hallman  was  bom  May  5,  1915  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Kirby  Goggans  (bom  July  30,  1912)  on  July  6, 
1935.  To  this  union  were  born:  William  Donald  Goggans, 
bom  Oct.  3,  1937,  and  Don  Hulen  Goggans,  born  Aug.  26, 
1940. 

Flora  Alice  Hallman  was  married  to  Marvin  Adair,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Barbara  Ann,  Jerry  Wayne,  and 
Floyd  Adair. 

Ottis  Omega  Hallman  was  married  in  1900  to  Robert  Tilton 
Pennington,  and  they  were  parents  of: 

Clarence  Arthur  Pennington 
Junie  Pennington 
Hubert  Pennington 

Talmage  Pennington,  died  in  infancy 
Bernice  Ailene  Pennington 

Clarence  Arthur  Pennington  was  bom  Aug.  21,  1901,  and 
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died  in  1957.  He  married  Barbara  - ,  and  they  were 

parents  of  Maurice,  and  Maurine  Pennington. 

Junie  Pennington  was  horn  1902,  died  1953,  and  married 

Pauline  - ,  the  parents  of  Robert  and  Claire  Joyce 

Pennington. 

Hubert  Pennington  died  at  age  22. 

Bernice  Ailene  Pennington  was  married  to  Robert  J. 
Bieleseldt,  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Billy  and  Beverly  Bieleseldt,  twins 
Carolyn  Bieleseldt 

Clara  Mae  Hallman  was  married  to  William  Jackson  Stillwell 
on  Dec.  26,  1912.  They  are  parents  of: 

Finis  William  Stillwell 
Louise  Stillwell 

Finis  William  Stillwell  married  Anita  Vincent  in  June 
1946,  and  they  are  parents  of:  William  Vincent  Stillwell 
and  Debra  Stillwell. 

Louise  Stillwell  was  born  June  11,  1919,  and  was  married 
on  Mar.  2,  1944  to  Ernest  Lee  McIntyre,  born  Aug.  24, 
1918.  They  are  parents  of  Ernest  Lee  “Buddy’*  McIntyre, 
born  Aug.  22,  1948,  and  Lance  Lee  McIntyre,  born  Dec. 
20,  1944. 

Anna  Hallman  was  married  to  Bartley  Cox,  and  to  this  union 
were  born: 

Jesse  S.  “Renie”  Cox 
Ocie  L.  Cox 
Nancy  C.  “Katie”  Cox 
Cranfil  H.  Cox 
Tillman  Joshua  Cox 
David  Levi  Cox 
Flora  Ann  Cox 
Zola  Cox 
Jarrell  Cox 
Ruth  Cox 
Love  Cox 

Jessie  S.  “Renie”  Cox  was  married  to  Morgan  G.  Sanders, 
(former  U.  S.  Congressman)  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Dr.  G.  H.  Sanders,  who  married  Bessie  Agnes  Coats,  par¬ 
ents  of: 


Dr.  Terry  Sanders 
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Dr.  Richard  Sanders 


Dr.  Terry  Sanders  married  J.  Butler,  parents  of  Karen 
Ford  Sanders,  Bruce  Morgan  Sanders,  and  Kent  Bryan 
Sanders. 

Dr.  Richard  Sanders  married  Wanda  Ann  Westbrook, 
parents  of  Kimberly  Ann  Sanders,  and  Richard  Morgan 
Sanders  II. 

Ocie  L.  Cox  married  Thomas  M.  Wilson,  (d.  1952)  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

Floyd  A.  Wilson 
Carroll  Wilson  and 
Clara  Wilson,  Twins 

Lloyd  A.  Wilson,  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  public  relations 
counsel,  was  born  on  Sept.  16,  1899,  and  on  Sept.  9,  1922 
married  Virginia  Finley  who  was  born  Aug.  20,  1900. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Lena  Lee  Wilson,  bom  April  28,  1926,  who  was  married 
to  Donald  Crawford.  They  are  parents  of  Janet  Lee 
Crawford,  born  Mar.  17,  1955,  and  James  Wilson  Craw¬ 
ford,  born  May  28,  1958. 

Carroll  Wilson,  Mayor  of  Olney,  Texas,  married  Nina 
Peebles,  parents  of  Carrol  Wilson,  Jr.  and  Rebecca  Wilson. 

Clara  Wilson  was  married  to  Charles  W.  Kelty,  parents  of: 
Anagene  Kelty  who  was  married  to  Jimmy  Brown,  the 
parents  of  Karen  McConnell  Brown;  and  Sue  Lena  Kelty. 

Nancy  C.  “Katie"  Cox  was  married  to  Rufus  Duke,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of: 

Alvis  B.  Duke  (Lt.  Col.  Tank  Corps  U.  S.  Army)  (d)  mar¬ 
ried  Gertrude  - . 

Noal  Duke 
Velma  Duke 
Glenyth  Duke 
Palma  Duke 

Col.  A.  B.  Duke,  graduate  of  Texas  A  &  M  College  in  the 
class  of  1930,  entered  active  duty  with  the  U.  S.  Army  in 
May,  1940,  as  a  1st  Lieutenant,  and  went  to  Africa  in 
January,  1942,  as  ordnance  advisor  to  the  British  on  use 
of  lend-lease  tanks.  He  returned  to  the  United  States, 
activated  an  Ordnance  Battalion  and  shipped  to  Hollandia, 
New  Guinea.  He  was  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for  his 
service.  After  the  war,  he  served  in  the  Pentagon,  in 
Nanking,  China,  leaving  ahead  of  the  Communists.  He 
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returned  to  serve  in  the  Philippines,  in  Canada,  in  Arizona, 
at  Fort  Bragg,  N.  C.,  and  at  Fort  Campbell,  Kentucky,  at 
which  post  he  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  succombed  in 
March,  1956. 

Noal  Duke  was  married  to  Gibson  Ralston,  the  parents  of: 

Bob  Ralston 
Dale  Ralston 

Bob  Ralston  married  Nancy  Guinn,  parents  of  Larry 
Ralston 

Dale  Ralston  married  Norma  Guyer,  parents  of  David 
Dale  Ralston 

Velma  Duke  was  married  to  James  B.  Boyd  and  they  were 
parents  of: 

Margaret  Boyd 
James  Boyd 

Margaret  Boyd  was  married  to  Ronald  Litterall,  the 
parents  of  Terry  Litterall,  and  Dee  Ann  Litterall. 

Glenyth  Duke  was  married  to  Dr.  Clinton  Lagow,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Nadine  Lagow,  who  was  married  to  Ronald  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  parents  of  Cathy  Ann  Campbell. 

Palma  Duke  is  unmarried. 

Cranfil  H.  Cox  married  Effie  Farmer,  parents  of  Cranfil  H. 
Cox,  Jr.,  Virginia  Ann  Cox,  and  Mary  Jo  Cox. 

Cranfil  H.  Cox,  Jr.  married  Louise  Marshall,  parents  of 
Carol  Ann  Cox,  and  Hal  Marshall  Cox. 

Virginia  Ann  Cox  was  married  to  Donald  Joyce,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Douglas  Joyce 

Mary  Jo  Cox  was  married  to  James  Shepherd,  the  parents 
of  James  Michael  Shepherd  and  Ben  Cranfil  Shepherd. 

Tillman  J.  Cox  married  Appie  Farmer,  parents  of  Mary 
Frances  Cox  who  was  married  to  Andrew  Shafer,  the  parents 
of  Ronny  Shafer  and  Mike  Shafer. 

David  Levi  Cox  married  Lela  McWilliams,  parents  of: 

Kenneth  Cox 
Hilton  Cox 
Laveme  Cox 
David  L.  Cox 
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Bill  Cox 
Wayne  Cox 
Mary  Ann  Cox 
Truett  Cox 

Kenneth  Cox  married  Grace  Hunt,  parents  of  Joy  Cox  and 
Janice  Cox. 

Hilton  Cox  married  Doris  Ford,  parents  of  Linda  Cox, 
Jerry  Cox,  and  Bethany  Cox. 

Laveme  Cox  was  married  to  Thomas  Conner,  the  parents 
of  Nell  Cox  Conner,  Charles  David  Conner  and  Timothy 
Conner 

David  L.  Cox  married  Betty  Hartley,  parents  of  Dian  Cox 

Bill  Cox  married  Katheryn  Ford,  parents  of  Meryl  and 
Cheryl  Cox 

Wayne  Cox  married  Marie  Williams,  parents  of  Rebecca 
Cox,  Larry  Cox,  and  Donna  Cox. 

Mary  Ann  Cox  was  married  to  Carl  H.  Hoffman,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Dale  Hoffman,  Debbie  Hoffman,  Martha  Hoffman, 
and  Ray  Hoffman. 

Truett  Cox  married  Marilyn  Rosen,  parents  of  Carolyn 
Cox. 

Flora  Cox  was  married  to  John  Arthur  Slaughter,  the  par¬ 
ents  of: 

John  Arthur  Slaughter,  Jr. 

Richard  Earl  Slaughter 
Bartley  Slaughter 
Ann  Slaughter 

John  Arthur  Slaughter  married  Carolyn  Chervis,  parents 
of  Sandra  Jean  Slaughter  and  John  Arthur  Slaughter,  III. 

Richard  Earl  Slaughter  married  Yvonne  McMurray,  par¬ 
ents  of  Cathy  Slaughter,  Richard  Earl  Slaughter,  Jr.  and 
David  Scott  Slaughter 

Bartley  Slaughter  married  Joyce  McTee. 

Ann  Slaughter  was  married  to  Reginald  Gilbert,  parents  of 
Ruth  Ann  Gilbert  and  Paul  Wayne  Gilbert 

Zola  Anna  Cox  was  bom  Jan.  13,  1895  and  on  Mar.  22,  1921 
was  married  to  Carey  Crane  Terry,  born  Aug.  24,  1891.  They 
are  parents  of: 


Joseph  Crane  Terry  (M.D.) 

Martha  Ann  Terry 
Daniel  Hallman  Terry 

Dr.  Joseph  Crane  Terry  was  born  June  9,  1924  and  on  Aug. 
9,  1948  married  Lou  Rankin,  born  Jan.  22,  1927.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Susan  Terry,  born  June  4,  1949 
David  Rankin  Terry,  bom  July  1,  1951 
Mark  Crane  Terry,  born  July  11,  1963 

Martha  Ann  Terry  was  born  June  27,  1927,  and  on  Dec.  23, 
1947  was  married  to  Hugh  E.  Monroe,  bom  Dec.  15,  1924. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Teresa  Ann  Monroe,  born  Dec.  6,  1948 
Mary  Kimberley  Monroe,  born  Mar.  30,  1953 
Martha  Amanda  Monroe,  bom  Sept.  13,  1956. 

Daniel  Hallman  Terry  was  born  Jan.  8,  1930. 

Jarrell  Cox  married  Mary  Lee  Crews,  parents  of  Mary 
Mildred  Cox,  William  Paul  Cox,  and  James  Hugh  Cox. 

William  Paul  Cox  married  Lennie  Marvel  Parrish,  parents 
of  Carolyn  Marie  Cox,  Jane  Ruth  Cox,  and  Allen  Paul 
Cox. 

James  Hugh  Cox  married  Norma  Jo  Barkley,  parents  of 
James  Hugh  Cox,  Jr.,  and  Jo  Frances  Cox. 

Ruth  Cox  was  married  to  Herman  Galloway. 

Love  Cox  married  Ira  Gordon,  parents  of  Mary  Lou  Cox, 
who  married  Ray  Hoyle;  and  Jo  Caroline  Cox. 

Samuel  King  Hallman  married  Lura  Hobbs,  and  to  this  union 
were  born: 

Emmett  C.  Hallman 
Grady  Lamar  Hallman 
Lola  G.  Hallman 
Lennie  Hallman 
Ben  C.  Hallman 
Albert  H.  Hallman 
Francis  W.  Hallman 
William  L.  Hallman 
Maurice  King  Hallman 

/ 

Emmett  C.  Hallman  is  the  former  owner  of  the  Dr.  Pepper 
plant  at  Olney,  Texas,  and  was  mayor  of  the  city  when  the 
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cyclone  struck  there  some  years  prior  to  the  writing  of  this 
book.  He  served  in  the  navy  during  World  War  I.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Imogene  Hughes  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

William  Hughes  Hallman,  who  married  Ilene  Diffley,  the 
parents  of  Naomi  Elizabeth  Hallman  and  Theresa  Ruth 
Hallman.  William  Hughes  Hallman  is  in  diplomatic  serv¬ 
ice  with  the  United  States  Department  of  State. 

Grady  Lamar  Hallman  is  employed  by  the  Cottonbelt  Rail¬ 
road  in  Tyler,  Texas.  He  married  Mildred  Kennedy,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

Grady  Lamar  Hallman,  Jr. 

Martha  Janice  Hallman 

Grady  Lamar  Hallman,  Jr.  (M.D.)  married  Martha  Suite 
and  they  are  parents  of  Daniel  Suite  Hallman,  and  David 
Lamar  Hallman.  Grady  Jr.  is  a  Captain  in  the  Medical 
Corps,  at  Fort  Chaffee,  Ark. 

Martha  Janice  Hallman  was  married  to  Pat  Feely,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Martha  Feely,  Lynne  Feely,  and 
Pat  Feely,  Jr. 

Lola  G.  Hallman  was  married  to  Oliver  H.  Clark.  She  was 
a  nurse,  serving  in  Dallas,  Mexico  City,  and  Manila,  Phil¬ 
ippine  Islands.  Lola  and  Oliver  Clark  were  captured  by  the 
Japanese  Army  during  the  invasion  of  the  Philippines  and 
spent  three  years  in  Santo  Tomas  internment  camp.  Oliver 
Clark  died  soon  after  his  return  to  the  United  States. 

Lennie  Hallman  was  married  to  Maurice  White  Bralley,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

M.  W.  Bralley,  Jr.  who  married  Meredith  Brooks  and  who 
are  parents  of  Thomas  Brooks  Bralley,  Theresa  Lynne 
Bralley,  and  Richard  Maurice  Bralley. 

Baxter  Bralley  who  married  Joyce  Harmon,  parents  of 
Laura  Lynne  Bralley 

Ben  C.  Hallman  (died  1943)  married  Maybelle  Parks. 

Albert  H.  Hallman  married  Adine  Bailey,  and  they  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Albert  Bailey  Hallman,  Executive  Officer  of  Submarine 
Spinax  in  Pacific,  who  married  Dorothy  Bowden,  parents 
of  Jeffrey  Robinson  Hallman,  and  Elizabeth  Jeanne  Hall¬ 
man. 
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Francis  W.  Hallman  married  Jonne  Howell,  the  parents  of 
Francis  W.  Hallman,  Jr.,  Jed  Allen  Hallman,  and  Jane  Hall¬ 
man. 

William  L.  Hallman  married  Lillie  Mae  Guimarin,  parents  of 
Donald  Hallman,  Samuel  King  Hallman,  and  Susan  Hallman. 

Maurice  King  Hallman  married  Ruth  Manning,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Jerry  M.  Hallman,  Melissa  Rose  Hallman, 
and  Henry  King  Hallman. 

Thomas  Archibald  Geddie,  son  of  James  Alexander  and  Mary 
Margaret  Geddie,  was  bom  Feb.  3,.  1846,  in  North  Carolina.  He 
must  have  been  about  four  years  old  when  his  family  started  out 
westward  to  Texas.  He  married  Margaret  Frances  Wisdom,  and 
to  them  were  born: 

Jeffie  Idora  Geddie 
Rosie  Geddie 
Edith  Geddie 
Lois  Geddie 

Tommie  Dougald  Geddie 
William  Robert  Geddie 

Jeffie  Idora  Geddie  was  born  July  1,  1878  and  died  June,  1938. 
She  was  married  to  Clinton  D.  Smith  (born  April  17,  1873), 
died  August  10,  1916)  an  Jan.  16,  1898.  To  this  union  were 
bom  the  following  children: 

Leod  Smith,  born  Oct.  13,  1898 
Ollie  Smith,  bom  Jan.  9,  1902 
Mary  Smith,  born  June  9,  1904 
Gladys  Smith,  born  Sept.  18,  1907 
Edward  Smith,  born  Dec.  2,  1909 
Floyd  Smith,  bom  Aug.  11,  1912 

Leod  Smith  married  Montie  Bryant,  on  Aug.  19,  1917.  To 
them  were  born  the  following  children: 

Tillman  Smith,  born  May  25,  1918,  who  married  Johnnie 
Hyden  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Nancy  Smith,  bom 
in  April,  and  Judy  Smith,  born  in  March. 

Lavern  Smith,  born  July  22,  1923,  who  was  married  to  Jess 
Hughes.  They  are  the  parents  of  Michael  Hughes  and 
Elaine  Hughes. 

Rayford  Smith,  born  April  14,  1921,  who  married  Lucille 
Gregg 

Evelyn  Smith,  bom  May  26,  1925  who  was  married  to 
-  Hedges.  They  are  the  parents  of  Cynthia  Hedges 
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Billy  Rae  Smith,  born  Nov.  9,  1932,  died  1939 


Edward  Smith  married  Lrola  Beall  on  Sept.  16,  1933.  They 
are  parents  of: 

Don  Smith,  bom  Dec.  2,  1934 
Rudolph  Smith,  born  April  22,  1936 
Jean  Smith,  bom  June  30,  1941 
Sandra  Smith,  born  Feb.  2,  1943 

Don  Smith  married  Latrice  Keahey  on  Jan.  29,  1956, 
parents  of  Leisa  Smith,  bom  Aug.  17,  1967 

Floyd  Smith  married  Ozell  Beck  on  Dec.  9,  1932.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Mary  Smith,  bom  Oct.  27,  1933 
James  Sinith,  born  Sept.  25,  1936 

Mary  Smith  was  married  to  Ronnie  Long  in  July  1952 

Rosie  Geddie  was  married  to  Cardie  Patterson  (d)  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Cranston  Patterson,  and  Zola  Patterson. 
Rosie  Geddie  Patterson  was  married  (2)  to  Benjamin  Stevens, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  Elva  Stevens,  who  married 
Manuel  Amato,  and  Lorene  Stevens,  who  married  Louis  Mew- 
born. 

Edith  Geddie  was  married  to  D.  D.  Johnson,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of; 

Mildred  Johnson  who  married  D.  Gambell.  They  are  the 
parents  of  Preston  Gambell 

Thelma  Johnson  who  married  Doyle  Stewart,  the  parents  of: 

Helen  Stewart,  who  married  Ted  Martin,  parents  of  Debra 
and  Paul  Martin 

Betty  Stewart 

Dowell  Johnson 
Carroll  Johnson 

Lois  Geddie  was  married  to  Grover  Wood.  They  are  the  parents 
of: 


Ethel  Wood 
G.  C.  Wood,  Jr. 


Ethel  Wood  was  married  to  Ogle  Mays 


Grover  Wood,  Jr.  married  Louise  Brewster,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Jimmy  Wood. 

Tommie  Dougald  Geddie  was  bom  on  Sept.  9,  1890,  and  married 
Pearl  Hale  who  was  born  Oct.  4,  1893  and  died  July  18,  1964. 
They  were  married  by  Rev.  Frank  Everett,  the  uncle  of  Colfax^ 
present  Rev.  Ftank  Emerett.  To  them  were  born: 

Rachael  Geddie 
Helen  Lucille  Geddie 
Marline  Geddie 
N.  F.  “Noble”  Geddie 
Tommie  Dougald  Geddie,  Jr. 

Ray  Geddie 
Billie  Dean  Geddie 
Lillie  Geddie 

Rachael  Geddie  was  married  to  Everett  Glowers,  the  parents 
of  Dennis  Glowers,  Jerry  Glowers,  and  Duane  Glowers 

Helen  Lucille  Geddie  was  bom  Oct.  8,  1928  and  died  in  1947. 
She  was  married  to  Julius  Stagner. 

Marline  Geddie  was  married  to  Olvis  Byrd,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Brenda  Byrd,  and  Anita  Byrd. 

N.  F.  (Noble)  Geddie  was  bom  Jan.  7,  1915,  and  married 
Ruby  Gleath  Rowan.  To  them  were  born: 

Bennie  Noble  Geddie,  bom  Oct.  1,  1942 
Ronnie  Keith  Geddie,  bom  Mar.  14,  1944 
Patricia  Lynn  Geddie,  born  Mar.  14,  1952 

Tommie  Dougald  Geddie,  Jr.  was  born  Mar.  2,  1921,  and 
married  Lucille  Matthews  (born  Dec.  22,  1925)  on  Dec.  26, 
1943.  To  them  were  born: 

Tommie  Maurice  Geddie,  bom  Mar.  30,  1946 
Sandra  Kay  Geddie,  born  Aug.  31,  1949 
Phyllis  Anne  Geddie,  bom  July  28,  1956 
Michael  Gene  Geddie,  bora  Feb.  28,  1958 

Ray  Geddie  married  Bernice  Stroud  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  Larry  Geddie,  Don  Geddie,  and  Debra  Geddie. 

Billy  Dean  Geddie  was  bora  Jan.  22,  1933,  and  married 
Elfriede  Karlberger  (born  Oct.  9,  1938)  on  March  21,  1966. 
Elfriede  was  bom  in  Austria,  the  daughter  of  Johann  and 
Aloisia  Karlberger,  of  Weis,  Austria.)  They  are  the  parents 
of: 

Gary  Dean  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  28,  1957 
Bobby  Jack  Geddie,  bora  Nov.  4,  1958 
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Lilly  Geddie  was  married  to  Wedsell  Peters,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Bobby  Glen  Peters,  Beverly  Ann  Peters,  Carolyn 
Peters,  Linda  Peters. 

Bobby  Peters  married  Ladelle  - ,  and  they  are  parents 

of  Kyle  Peters. 

Tommy  Dougald  Geddie  married  (2)  Rose  Burgess  Ayers. 

William  Robert  Geddie  was  born  June  15,  1884,  and  married 
Rosie  A.  Main  (born  April  13,  1889)  on  August  28,  1904.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

Aubrey  Thelmond  Geddie 
Thomas  Pierce  Geddie 
Woodrow  Wilson  Geddie 
Ruthie  Olivia  Geddie 
Elsie  Christine  Geddie 
Opal  Fay  Geddie 
Oneta  Geddie 

Aubrey  Thelmond  Geddie  was  bom  June  13,  1907  and  mar¬ 
ried  Aurelia  Bowler.  To  them  were  bom: 

Betty  Jean  Geddie,  bom  June  4,  1929 
Charles  Leroy  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  1,  1933 

Thomas  Pierce  Geddie,  bom  Dec.  7,  1910,  married  lodell  Ox¬ 
ford  who  are  the  parents  of  Thomas  Earl  Geddie,  born  Feb. 
21,  1946. 

Woodrow  Wilson  Geddie  was  born  May  25,  1913,  and  died 
on  April  18,  1937.  He  married  Leona  Ferguson.  To  them 
was  born  Otis  Dale  Geddie,  born  Jan.  14,  1935. 

Ruthie  Olivia  Geddie  was  bom  Oct.  25,  1919,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Darrell  Edwards  on  Feb.  5,  1938.  To  them  was  bom 
Harold  Carlos  Edwards,  born  Nov.  13,  1938.  Ruthie  Olivia 
Geddie  was  married  (2)  to  Samuel  Wade  Oxford. 

Elsie  Christine  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  8,  1927,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Tommy  Eugene  Howell  on  Feb.  8,  1947.  To  them 
were  born:  Michael  Eugene  Howell,  b.  Jan.  24,  1948,  and 
Robyn  Suzanne  Howell,  b.  Feb.  9,  1958. 

Opal  Fay  Geddie  was  born  May  19,  1922,  and  was  married 
to  Elmer  Ellis  McLean  on  May  25,  1939.  To  them  were  born: 

Burmel  Jean  McLean,  born  July  2,  1940 
Elmer  Joe  McLean,  born  Mar.  6,  1942 
Thomas  Thelman  McLean,  born  April  8,  1943 
Twins:  Robert  Dawson  McLean  born  Nov.  10,  1947 
Billy  Lawson  McLean,  born  Nov.  10,  1947 
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Deanna  McLean,  bom  July  20,  1949 
Teressa  Fay  McLean,  born  Feb.  6.  1952 
Charles  Ronald  McLean,  born  Dec.  14,  1955 
James  Edwin  McLean,  born  Jan.  15,  1956 

Oneta  Geddie  was  born  May  12,  1924,  and  was  married  to 
Col.  Boyce  Cason  on  Mar.  8,  1944.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Terry  Ann  Cason,  bom  April  17,  1945 
David  Boyce  Cason,  born  Feb.  20,  1947 
Charles  Mark  Cason,  born  Sept.  16,  1951 
Deborah  Kay  Cason,  born  Jan.  5,  1953 

John  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  James  Alexander  and  Mary 
Margaret  Geddie  was  born  July  28,  1840,  in  North  Carolina,  and 
died  June  30,  1918  in  Texas.  He  married  Mollie  J.  Wisdom 
(bom  Nov.  15,  1847;  died  Jan.  6,  1918)  on  Sept.  1,  1869.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Daniel  Arthur  Geddie 
Katherine  Isabel  Geddie 

Thomas  Hector  Geddie  (Doctor  of  Veterinary) 

Mary  Jane  Geddie 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Geddie 
Ida  Lucinda  Geddie 
Hetty  Ann  Geddie 

John  Douglas  Geddie,  born  July  13,  1883,  died  July  23,  1885. 

W.  J.  Geddie,  bom  Jan.  21,  1875,  died  May  25,  1884. 

Infant,  born  Aug.  8,  1888,  died  four  hours  later. 

Daniel  Arthur  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  10,  1884,  and  died  Feb. 
24,  1958.  He  and  Beulah  Bethaney  Oliver  (born  July  14,  1886) 
were  united  in  matrimony  on  Oct.  21,  1906,  by  Rev.  Frank 
Everett.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Mabel  Ellen  Geddie,  born  November  28,  1907,  who  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Dr.  Thomas  Rusk  Keahey  (dentist).  They  are  the 
parents  of  Katherine  Keahey. 

Emily  Mae  Geddie,  born  May  29,  1909,  who  was  married  to 
Coy  Keahey,  who  are  the  parents  of  Vita  Beth  and  Paul 
Keahey. 

Cojine  Geddie,  born  Oct.  26,  1911,  who  was  married  to  Alf 
Foster,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Donald  and  Jerry  Foster. 

Katherine  Isabel  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  4,  1890,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  Peek  (born  1888)  in  1913.  John  Peek  was  killed 
in  an  explosion  in  1918.  They  are  parents  of: 

Johnny  Ruth  Peek,  born  1917,  who  was  married  to  Floyd 
Moore  in  1941.  They  are  parents  of: 
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Paul  Michael  Moore,  born  1945 
Sherilynn  Susan  Moore,  born  1948 
Timothy  Melborn  Moore,  born  1964 

Dr.  Thomas  Hector  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  11,  1871,  and  died 
Nov.  20,  1952.  He  married  Susan  Margaret  Keahey  who  was 
bom  Oct.  18,  1873.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Douglas  Geddie 

Nolen  Dawson  Geddie  (Doctor  of  Medicine) 

Martin  Geddie 
Upa  Faye  Geddie 
Sadie  Geddie 

Douglas  Geddie  married  Pearl  Hendley,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  Elfreda  Geddie,  Bobby  Dale  Geddie,  and  Henry 
Ray  Geddie. 

Elfreda  Geddie  was  married  to  Noble  Austin,  and  to  them 
were  born  Danny  Noble  Austin,  Steven  Austin,  and  Doug¬ 
las  Austin. 

Dr.  Nolen  Dawson  Geddie  was  bom  Dec.  26,  1896,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Fannie  Troublefield  (who  was  born  July  18,  1893)  on 
June  1,  1919.  To  them  were  born: 

Nolen  Dawson  Geddie,  Jr.  (Doctor  of  Medicine) 

Thomas  Edwin  Geddie 
James  Donald  Geddie 

Dr.  Nolen  Dawson  Geddie,  Jr.  was  born  Jan.  30,  1921,  and 
married  Lewis  Jean  McKee  (who  was  bom  July  23,  1925) 
on  July  15,  1946.  To  them  were  born: 

Nolen  Dawson  Geddie  III,  b.  Jan.  30,  1951 
Stephen  Gwyn  Alexander  Geddie,  b.  April  12,  1953 
Geoffrey  Ean  Geddie  b.  Dec.  19,  1956 
Christopher  Robin  Geddie,  b.  Oct.  10,  1958 

Thomas  Edwin  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  7,  1930  and  married 
Mary  Anne  Tanner  on  Dec.  27,  1957. 

James  Donald  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  19,  1938 

Martin  Geddie  was  bom  Dec.  30,  1901,  and  married  Edith 
Townsend  who  was  born  Dec.  20,  1910.  To  them  were  bom 
Myra  Dean  Geddie  and  Duron  Geddie. 

Myra  Dean  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  16,  1934,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  J.  R.  Dew.  To  them  was  born  Cynthia  Kay  Dew, 
b.  May  18,  1958 

Duron  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  14,  1940. 


Una  Faye  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  15,  1904  and  was  married 
to  Fred  Hobbs,  (born  Sept.  21,  1904)  on  Mar.  6,  1924.  They 
are  parents  of: 

Balfa  Jo  Hobbs,  born  June  18,  1925 
Billy  Hobbs,  bom  Feb.  3,  1927 
Freda  Faye  Hobbs,  born  Aug.  20,  1929 
Dionita  Jean  Hobbs,  born  Dec.  2,  1942 

Balfa  Jo  Hobbs  was  married  to  R.  S.  Rubin,  and  they  are 
parents  of  David  Bernard  Rubin,  bom  Nov.  3,  1952 

Billy  Hobbs  married  Billie  Sue  Crow  on  Sept.  9,  1948,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

Kelly  Lee  Hobbs,  born  Nov.  3,  1951 
Danny  Lynn  Hobbs,  bom  Mar.  3,  1954 
Penny  Ann  Hobbs,  born  April  16,  1958 

Freda  Faye  Hobbs  was  married  to  Fred  H.  Stephens,  and 
they  are  parents  of  John  Harold  Stephens,  born  June  22, 
1951 

Dionita  Jean  Hobbs,  senior  in  Van,  Texas,  Hig'h  School. 

Sadie  Geddie  was  married  to  W.  Sidney  Davis,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Bill  Davis,  and  Mike  Davis.  Bill  Davis  mar¬ 
ried  Shirley  A.  Varner,  parents  of  Beth  Ann  and  William 
Marshall  Davis. 

Mary  Jane  Geddie,  daughter  of  John  Alexander  Geddie,  was 
born  Nov.  4,  1875,  and  she  was  married  to  Levi  Keahey,  and 
they  were  parents  of: 

Johnny  B.  Keahey 
Grady  L.  Keahey 
Milton  Keahey 
Katie  Keahey 
Finis  Keahey 
Floy  Keahey 
Ibra  Keahey 

Johnny  B.  Keahey  married  Eva  Bethany  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  La  Juan  Keahey  and  Wayne  Keahey. 

Grady  L.  Keahey  married  Kansas  Magee  and  they  are  par¬ 
ents  of  Delano  Keahey,  Jimmy  Keahey,  and  Michael  Keahey 

Milton  Keahey  married  Betty  Davis,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Samuel  Keahey,  John  Wesley  Keahey  and  Debra 
L3mn  Keahey. 
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Katie  Keahey  was  married  to  Norman  Dodd  and  they  are 
the  parents  of: 

Catherine  Dodd 
Mary  Ruth  Dodd 

Mary  Ruth  Dodd  was  married  to  Don  Henson  and  they  are 
parents  of:  Vicky  Lynn  Henson. 

Finis  Keahey  (d)  married  Willie  Dee  Dodd  (d).  They  were 
parents  of: 

Patricia  Anne  Keahey 
Dorothy  Keahey 
Leon  Keahey 

Dorothy  Keahey  was  married  to  M.  C.  Burns  and  they  are 
parents  of  Jimmie  Dan  Bums,  Billie  Diane  Burns. 

Leon  Keahey  married  Jane  Lantrip. 

Floy  Lee  Keahey  was  married  to  -  Hale,  and  they  wer® 

the  parents  of: 

Reba  Julene  Hale 
Clinton  Odene  Hale 
Rachel  Onetha  Hale 
Syble  Ann  Hale 
Dorothy  Dean  Hale 
Daniel  Louis  Hale 
Mary  Floris  Hale 
Marvin  Darrell  Hale 
Frances  Lee  Hale 

Reba  Julene  Hale  was  married  to  Nolan  Jack  Hodnett,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

William  Harvey  Hodnett 
James  Dale  Hodnett 
Betty  Frances  Hodnett 

William  Henry  Hodnett  married  Judy  Chester,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Debra  Lynn  Hodnett,  Carol  Ann  Hod¬ 
nett,  and  Richard  Lee  Hodnett 

Clinton  Odene  Hale  married  Allie  Jean  Shipp,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Barbara  Dean  Hale,  Clinton  Alan  Hale, 
Sherri  Jean  Hale,  Thomas  Lane  Hale,  Kevin  Scott  Hale. 

Rachel  Onetha  Hale  was  married  to  Paul  Frost,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Paula  Kay  Frost. 

Syble  Ann  Hale  was  married  to  Virgil  Eugene  VanBibber, 
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and  they  are  parents  of  William  Carl  VanBibber,  Bonnie 
Eugene  VanBibber,  and  Linda  Ann  VanBibber. 

Dorothy  Dean  Hale  was  married  to  Englebert  Henry 
Yeager. 

Daniel  Louis  Hale  married  Juanita  Ann  McPherson,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Russell  Dwayne  Hale,  Brenda  Lee 
Hale,  and  Becky  Sue  Hale. 

Mary  Floris  Hale  was  married  to  Robert  Lee  Bohannon 

Marvin  Darrell  Hale  married  Peggy  Merriman  and  they 
are  parents  of  Catherine  Lenice  Hale  and  Teresa  Ann 
Hale. 

Frances  Lee  Hale  was  married  to  James  Ray  Stewart,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Melody  Lynn  Stewart. 

Ibra  Keahey  was  married  to  -  Dickson. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Geddie,  daughter  of  John  Alexander  Geddie, 
was  born  Oct.  18,  1871,  and  was  married  to  Martin  Stewart. 
They  were  parents  of  three  infants,  each  of  which  died  when 
a  few  months  old.  Sarah  Elizabeth  died  November,  1902. 

Ida  Lucinda  Geddie,  daughter  of  John  Alexander  Geddie,  was 
born  Dec.  14,  1879,  and  was  married  to  Gene  Newbill,  Athens, 
Texas.  They  were  parents  of: 

Carmie  Newbill 

Cleo  Newbill  (d.  Oct.  1902) 

J.  C.  Newbill 
Obera  Newbill 
Gerald  Newbill 
Paul  Newbill 

Hetty  Ann  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  15,  1870  and  was  married  to 
Will  Huddle  on  Oct.  2,  1894.  They  were  parents  of  Archelas 
Huddle,  Harmon  Huddle,  Retha  Huddle,  (who  died  at  16  years), 
Rena  Huddle,  Arthur  Huddle,  and  Irwin  Huddle. 

Dougald  Geddie  was  the  son  of  James  Alexander  and  Mary 
Margaret  Geddie,  and  was  born  Jan.  23,  1842  in  North  Carolina, 
and  died  Oct.  6,  1862,  in  Texas.  He  is  buried  at  Owlet  Green 
Geddie  cemetery  along  with  his  parents,  and  Archibald  McPhail. 

William  Robert  Geddie,  another  son  of  James  Alexander  and 
Mary  Margaret  Geddie,  was  born  June  21,  1848.  He  married 
Charlotte  Graham,  to  which  union  were  born  two  daughters, 
Effie  and  Mattie  Geddie.  Mattie  married  - Brown. 
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James  Allen  Geddie,  son  of  James  Alexander  and  Mary  Margaret 
Geddie  was  born  March  31,  1835  in  North  Carolina,  and  died 
April  30,  1906  in  Texas.  He  married  Rebecca  Jane  White,  and 
to  this  union  were  bom: 

John  Alexander  Geddie 
Rachael  Ann  Geddie 
Barcelona  Isabella  Geddie 
Mary  Elizabeth  Geddie 
James  Norton  Geddie 
Dougald  Geddie,  died  in  infancy. 

John  Alexander  Geddie  married  Amanda  Wright,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of: 

Archie  Montgomery  Geddie 
Dovia  Helen  Geddie 
Claude  Nichols  Geddie 
James  Arthur  Geddie 
Richard  Clyde  Geddie 

Archie  Montgomery  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  30,  1889  and  died 
Sept.,  1951.  He  married  Rosa  Ella  Glaze  (born  Sept.  8, 
1900,  died  Sept.  9,  1927).  To  this  union  were  born: 

Mary  Ella  Geddie,  born  Dec.  4,  1919,  who  was  married  to 
Floy  Starnes,  the  parents  of  Larry  Starnes.  Mary  Ella 
Geddie  Starnes  was  married  (2)  to  James  P.  Corbett,  the 
parents  of  Timothy  Corbett. 

Archie  Montgomery  Geddie,  Jr.,  was  born  June  15,  1918, 
and  married  Margaret  Dorcas  Myrick  (born  Sept.  16,  1919) 
on  May  3,  1942.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Archie  Montgomery  Geddie  III,  bom  Nov.  3,  1952 
Margaret  Ann  Geddie,  born  Aug.  9,  1944 
Jerry  Ray  Geddie,  born  Nov.  26,  1956. 

Archie  Montgomery  Geddie  married  (2)  Laura  Hudson,  and 
they  were  parents  of: 

Hudson  Alexander  Geddie,  bora  March  29,  1940  (Student 
Texas  Christian  University,  Fort  Worth,  Texas) 

Richard  Clyde  Geddie  married  Ernestine  Glaze. 

James  Arthur  Geddie  (born  April  3,  1887)  married  Emma 
Benton,  (born  Aug.  28,  1891)  on  Aug.  15,  1916  and  they  are 
parents  of: 
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Ruby  May  Geddie 
Elaine  Geddie 
John  Felix  Geddie 


Sam  Geddie 
Isora  “Sis”  Geddie 

James  Arthur  Geddie,  Jr.,  died  1929,  11  years  of  age. 

Ruby  May  Geddie  was  married  (1)  to  R.  T.  Cole.  She  was 
married  (2)  to  Tom  Thrift,  and  they  are  parents  of  Wayne 
Thrift 

Elaine  Geddie  was  married  to  Lloyd  Gerard,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  James  Edward,  Patricia  Ann,  Sandra  and 
Lloyd  Jesse  Gerard. 

John  Felix  Geddie  married  Ruby  Faye  Jarman,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Marie  Anette  Geddie 

Sam  Geddie  married  May  Schmidt,  and  they  are  parents  of 
Sandra  Lee,  and  Linda  Joy  Geddie 

Isora  Amanda  “Sis”  Geddie  was  married  to  Perry  K. 
Clark,  and  they  are  parents  of  Archie  Lee,  Alma  Louise, 
Vicki  Ann,  and  Perry  K.  Clark,  Jr. 

Claude  Nichols  Geddie  (d)  married  Willie  Hudson  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

Marjorie  Geddie 

Claude  Nichols  “Jack”  Geddie  Jr. 

Dovia  Helen  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  9,  1893,  and  was  married 
to  Robert  Higginbotham  (born  Sept.  1,  1871)  on  April  30, 
1911.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Juanita  Higginbotham,  born  March  15,  1913 
Helen  Higginbotham,  born  Oct.  13,  1914 
John  Watt  Higginbotham,  bom  Jan.  5,  1916,  killed  in 
World  War  II  in  Battle  of  St.  Lo,  France.  Served  U.S. 
Army,  Infantry. 

Dovia  Lea  Higginbotham,  b.  Nov.  18,  1917 
Edna  Earl  Higginbotham,  b.  Dec.  4,  1919 
Dorothy  Higginbotham,  b.  June  6,  1921 
Lillian  Hig^nbotham,  b.  June  11,  1923 
James  H.  Higginbotham,  b.  Jan.  25,  1925 
Charles  Higginbotham,  b.  Oct.  4,  1928 
Twins:  Roland  Higginbotham,  b.  July  10,  1930 
Noilan  Higginbotham,  b.  July  10,  1930 
Vernon  Higginbotham,  b.  Aug.  5,  1933 

Juanita  Higginbotham  was  married  to  Aubrey  Ward,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

James  Ward 
Virginia  Ruth  Ward 
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Delores  Ward 
Gail  Ward 
Patty  Sue  Ward 

James  Ward  married  Patsy  Dow,  and  they  are  parents 
of  Janet  Ward 

Virginia  Ruth  Ward  was  married  to  Glenn  Taylor,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Sherill  and  Donna  Gail  Taylor 

Delores  Ward  was  married  to  Marvin  Golden,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Harold  Glenn  and  Denise  Golden 

Gail  Ward  was  married  to  Edwin  Thompson. 

Patty  Sue  Ward  was  married  to  Paul  Wilson. 

Helen  Higginbotham  was  married  to  A.  O.  Chastain,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

Barbara  Ann  Chastain 
Betty  Chastain 
Janice  Chastain 
Rebecca  Sue  Chastain 

Barbara  Ann  Chastain  was  married  to  Robert  Gamlin, 
and  they  are  parents  of  Alvin  Joe  and  Laura  Lee  Gamlin 

Dovia  Lea  Higginbotham  was  married  to  Dee  Lamb,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Tommy  and  Marsha  Lamb. 

Edna  Earjl  Higginbotham  was  married  to  John  E.  Mullen, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Charlotte  Lee  and  Judy  Mullen 

Dorothy  Higginbotham  was  married  to  Chester  Lamb,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Donald  and  Carolyn  Lamb. 

Lillian  Higginbotham  was  married  to  Mat  Meriwether, 
and  they  are  parents  of  David  and  Peggy  Meriwether. 

James  Higginbotham  married  Louise  Harriston,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  John  Mark  Higginbotham. 

Charles  Higginbotham  married  Charlene  Slayton,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Charles  Higginbotham,  Jr.,  and  Mark  Hig¬ 
ginbotham. 

Roland  Higginbotham  married  Joyce  Clark,  and  they  are 
parents  of  Roland  Higginbotham,  Jr. 

Nolan  Higginbotham  married  Louise  Burkhalter,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Anjanette  Higginbotham. 


Vernon  Higginbotham  married  Geneva  Murphy,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Vernon  Higginbotham,  Jr. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Geddie  (daughter  of  James  Allen  Geddie)  was 
born  approximately  1868,  and  was  married  to  William  May- 
field  Davidson  approximately  1877.  Mary  Elizabeth  died  in 
1913,  and  William  M.  Davidson  died  1917.  To  this  union  were 
bom: 

J.  E.  Davidson,  bom  1879,  married  Emma  Tomlinson. 

J.  P.  Davidson  was  born  in  1884  and  was  unmarried.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  23  years. 

William  Carroll  Davidson  (Justice  of  Peace,  Snyder,  Texas) 
was  bom  in  1886  and  married  Margaret  B.  Trice. 

Lillie  E.  Davidson  was  born  in  1888,  and  was  married  to  Will 
Talley. 

Frances  R.  Davidson  was  born  in  1890  and  was  married  to 
J.  L.  Fields. 

Allie  A.  Davidson  was  born  in  1892  and  was  married  to  Rev. 
J.  E.  Maule 

Cread  M.  Davidson  (d)  was  bom  in  1895  and  mamed  Ellen 
Johnson,  who  was  bom  in  1897.  She  was  married  (2)  to 
B.  0.  Staveley 

Rachael  Ann  Geddie  was  married  to  Ben  Clark,  and  they  were 
parents  of: 

Henry  Clark 
Pearl  Clark 

Isabella  Barcelona  Geddie  died  Jan.  1962.  She  was  married 
to  John  Towns,  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

John  Earl  Towns 
Joe  T.  Towns 
Maggie  Towns 
Lillie  Pearl  Towns 
Maud  Rebecca  Towns 
Carrie  Towns. 

Maggie  Towns  was  married  to  - Darnell. 

Lillie  Pearl  Towns  was  married  to  W.  S.  Battenfield. 

Maud  Rebecca  Towns  was  married  to  M.  G.  Thompson 
Carrie  Towns  was  married  to  C.  B.  Keesley. 
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James  Norton  Geddie  was  bom  Oct.  8,  1875,  and  was  married 
to  Rhoda  Adilene  Peters.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Herbert  Geddie 
Harold  Geddie 

William  Allen  Durwood  Geddie  (minister) 

Useba  Barcelona  Geddie 
Doris  Geddie 

Herbert  Geddie  is  the  father  of  Herschel  D.  Geddie. 

Herschel  D.  Geddie  is  the  father  of  Steve  Allen  Geddie 
and  Doris  Elaine  Geddie 

Harold  Geddie  married  Lois  Ann  Parker,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Lester  Harold  Geddie 
Neva  Ann  Geddie 
Lora  Mae  Geddie 

Lester  Harold  Geddie  married  Fawndell  - ,  and  they 

are  the  parents  of  Lester  Paul  Geddie 

Neva  Ann  Geddie  was  married  to  Harold  Hildebrand. 

William  Allen  Durwood  Geddie  was  married  to  Etoile  Francis 
Riddle,  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

James  Calvin  Geddie,  born  Aug.  31,  1946 
Marcus  Allen  Geddie,  bora  April  15,  1949 

Useba  Barcelona  Geddie  was  born  April  15,  1898  and  was 
married  to  Ira  W.  Deaton  (born  July  14,  1895)  on  April  8, 
1923.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Billy  Ira  Deaton,  born  June  24,  1932 
Windsor  James  Deaton,  born  Oct.  26,  1925 

Billy  Ira  Deaton  married  Virginia  Sue  Daugherty,  on  Nov. 
23,  1951  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Susan  Lynn  Deaton,  born  May  9,  1953 
Sherri  Ann  Deaton,  born  July  1,  1954 
David  Bruce  Deaton,  born  March  15,  1956 

Windsor  James  Deaton  married  Joy  Nell  Martin  on  Sept. 
7,  1947,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 

Windsor  Jimmy  Joe  Deaton,  born  March  22,  1949 
Debra  Dean  Deaton^  born  Oct.  24,  1951 
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Doris  Geddie  was  married  to  Robert  Keever  Snyder,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

Adylyn  Alyce  Snyder,  bom  July  31,  1946  * 

Rhoda  Ann  Snyder,  born  March  24,  1947 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  a  daughter  of  James  Alexander  and 
Mary^  Margaret  (McPhail)  Geddie,  and  was  bom  on  Sept.  2, 
1838  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1861,  probably  in  Ala¬ 
bama,  or  Mississippi,  before  the  Geddie  family  reached  Cherokee 
County,  Texas  in  1853. 

John  “Jack”  Geddie  was  the  son  of  John  (Big  John)  Geddie,  and 
the  grandson  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  (McPhail)  Geddie.  He 
was  born  March  28,  1814,  and  died  April  14,  1885.  He  married 
Janet  Gainey  who  died  Jan.  28,  1885.  They  are  both  interred  in 
the  Geddie  Graveyard  adjoining  the  Bethany  Methodist  Church  in 
North  Carolina.  Their  children  were: 

Hugh  McDuffie  Geddie 
Joseph  Carson  Geddie 
Elmira  Geddie 
Thaddeus  Geddie 
Burnice  Geddie 
James  Daniel  Geddie 

Mary  Jane  Geddie,  b.  Sept.  5,  1841,  accidentally  killed  in  1846 
John  S.  Geddie,  b.  Jan.  6,  1847,  d.  2-8-1848 
Miche  Geddie,  b.  9-29-1848,  d.  12-3-1848 
Julia  Ann  Geddie  b.  12-23-1853,  d.  2-4-1867 

Hugh  McDuffie  Geddie  was  one  time  sheriff  of  Cumberland 
County,  North  Carolina.  He  served  in  the  Civil  War  (see  Moore's 
Register  of  N.  C.  troops  in  War  Between  States.)  He  married 
Mary  Catherine  Williams  on  Dec.  14,  1865.  Hugh  McDuffie  or 
“Mac”  and  Mary  Catherine  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 

Jack  Geddie 
Esther  Geddie 
Crosby  Geddie 
Blanch  Geddie 
Ida  Geddie 
Clesta  Geddie 
,  Jasper  Geddie 

Jack  Geddie  married  Mary  Beard,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Myrtle. 

Esther  Geddie  was  married  to  -  Smith,  and  they  were  the 

parents  of  Margaret  Smith,  who  was  married  to  -  McPhail. 

Joseph  Carson  Geddie  was  bom  Nov.  18,  1844  and  died  July  23, 
1911.  He  served  in  Co.  I,  61st  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Con- 
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federate  States  Army,  during  Civil  War.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
Maxwell  on  March  1,  1876.  Mary  Ann  Maxwell  was  bom  April 
21,  1855,  and  died  May  13,  1928.  Joseph  Carson  and  Mary  Ann 
Geddie  were  the  parents  of; 

Henry  Carson  Geddie 
Paul  Alexander  Geddie 
Minnie  Clyde  Geddie 
Daisy  Geddie 
Nellie  Jane  Geddie 
Katie  Geddie 
Annie  Bell  Geddie 

Henry  Carson  Geddie  married  Betty  Holmes 

Paul  Alexander  Geddie  married  Katie  Culbreth,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  Louise  Geddie,  Frances  Geddie,  and  Joe  Geddie. 
Frances  was  married  to  Wm.  F.  George,  parents  of  Cherry 
Anne  and  Janet  Lynn  George. 

Minnie  Clyde  Geddie  was  bom  April  7,  1880,  and  was  married 
to  Edgar  Eugene  Lambeth,  who  was  bom  December  10,  1876, 
and  who  died  December  16,  1935.  They  were  married  June 
10,  1908.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Eugene  Edgar  Lambeth,  born  March  20,  1908. 

Annie  M.  Lambeth,  bom  Sept.  8,  1910 
Ruth  Geddie  Lambeth,  born  Jan.  31,  1921 
Dorothy  B.  Lambeth,  bom  Jan.  24,  1913. 

Eugene  Lambeth  married  Hazel  Browning  (b.  Sept.  10,  1910) 
on  June  21,  1941.  They  are  the  parents  of  Elizabeth  Brown¬ 
ing  Lambeth,  born  May  7,  1946. 

Annie  M.  Lambeth  was  married  to  Armand  T.  Daniel  (b. 
Aug.,  1907)  on  Sept.  22,  1930.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Ann  Marie  Daniel,  born  March  25,  1932,  who  was  married 
to  Thomas  A.  Langford  (b.  Feb.  22,  1929)  on  Dec.  27,  1961. 

Peggy  Lambeth  Daniel,  born  June  16,  1935,  who  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  Adam  Young  (b.  Sept.  2,  1934)  on  Nov.  23, 
1956 

Armand  Turner  Daniel,  Jr.,  born  July  26,  1943 

Max  Lambeth  Daniel,  bom  Nov.  14,  1946 

Ruth  Geddie  Lambeth  was  married  to  William  Curtis  Moody 
(bom  Aug.  23,  1918)  on  Jan.  17,  1948.  They  are  the  parents 
of: 


Jane  Lambeth  Moody,  born  Dec.  27,  1951 
William  Curtis  Moody,  Jr.,  born  April  19,  1953. 

Dorothy  B.  Lambeth  was  married  to  Charles  W.  Garnett 
(born  Sept.  10,  1903)  on  May  23,  1940.  They  are  the  parents 
of: 

Brooks  Geddie  Garnett,  bom  June  17,  1941 
Donna  Charlaine  Garnett,  born  May  9,  1945 

Daisy  Geddie  was  married  to  Thomas  B.  Lambeth  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

Alfred  T.  Lambeth  who  married  Esther  R.  Smith,  and  who 
were  the  parents  of  Alfred  T.  Lambeth,  Jr. 

Mary  Helen  Lambeth  who  was  married  to  Nelson  E.  Foushee, 
who  are  the  parents  of  Nelson  E.  Foushee,  Jr. 

Roberta  Lambeth. 

Nellie  Jane  Geddie  (b.  Nov.  30,  1885)  was  married  on  Aug. 
16,  1910  to  Parker  Jordan  Brown  (bom  Aug.  8,  1883,  died  Jan. 
19,  1925).  They  are  parents  of: 

Joseph  Herschel  Brown 
Paul  Jordan  Brown 
Mary  Jean  Brown 
Nellie  Grace  Brown 
Lee  Geddie  Brown 

* 

Joseph  Herschel  Brown  was  born  Sept.  16,  1911,  and  died 
of  wounds  received  during  service  as  a  Captain  in  World 
War  II,  in  Australia  on  Aug.  20,  1942.  He  was  a  member 
of  Headquarters,  U.S.  Army  Air  Base,  35th  Group  AAP 
in  Pacific  Theater  of  Operations.  He  married  Marion  El- 
liose  Alexander,  and  they  are  parents  of  Marion  Elliose 
Brown,  born  April  4,  1942. 

Paul  Jordan  Brown  was  born  Aug.  17,  1913  and  is  a  Lt. 
Colonel  in  the  United  States  Army,  formerly  with  the  Para¬ 
troops.  He  was  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for  outstanding 
service.  He  has  served  in  many  posts  in  United  States, 
Korea,  Europe  and  Japan  and  at  this  writing  is  in  Puerto 
Rico.  He  married  Allie  Smart,  and  they  are  parents  of 
Paula  Jordan  Brown,  bom  June  27,  1944,  and  Joseph  Her¬ 
schel  Brown,  born  Feb.  20,  1947. 

Mary  Jean  Brown  was  born  on  Aug.  14,  1917  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  George  Chamberlain  Oliver  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  Nancy  Lee  Oliver,  born  March  28,  1945. 
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Nellie  Grace  Brown  was  bom  Oct.  11,  1919  and  was  married 
on  Jan.  28,  1945,  to  Wade  Hampton  Wigington,  Jr.,  bom 
March  29,  1920.  Wade  Hampton  Wigington,  Jr.  is  chief 
electrical  engineer  for  Morgan  Construction  Company,  Wor¬ 
cester,  Mass.  They  are  parents  of  Linda  Gail  Wigington, 
born  Dec.  10,  1947,  and  Cynthia  Jane  Wigington, '  born  May 
2,  1952. 

Lee  Geddie  Brown  was  bom  June  10,  1922  and  on  May  1, 
1948  he  married  Alma  Cartwright,  born  June  8,  1928.  They 
are  parents  of  Charles  Parker  Brown,  born  Aug.  13,  1950, 
and  Linda  Lee  Brown,  bom  May  3,  1952. 

Katie  Geddie  was  married  to  Jerome  Melvin  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Geddie  Melvin. 

Annie  Bell  Geddie  was  married  to  James  W.  Bullard  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Marjorie  Bullard,  who  was  married  to 
Jack  McGhee;  James  W.  Bullard,  Jr.;  Lucille  Bullard  who  was 
married  to  Roy  Cawthom,  parents  of  Roy  Cawthorn,  Jr.;  and 
Ann  Bullard. 

Elmira  Geddie  was  married  to  Robert  Butler,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of: 

Augusta  “Gussie”  Butler,  who  was  married  to  Robert  Adams 
Cornelia  Butler,  who  was  married  to  Whitfield  Tart 
Edgar  Butler 

Margaret  Butler  who  was  married  to  Yancy  Jones 
Pauline  Butler 
Stacy  Geddie  Butler 
John  Butler 

Hugh  Butler,  who  married - Weeks. 

Thaddeus  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  1,  1849,  and  died  August  21, 
1908.  He  married  Hepsie  Erolene  Royal,  who  was  bom  in  1866 
and  died  Aug.  23,  1938.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Fannie  Rose  Geddie 
Mary  Jane  Geddie 
Katie  Bell  Geddie 
Allie  Bert  Geddie 
Marion  Thompson  Geddie 
Alexander  Spurgeon  Geddie 
Roland  Thaddeus  Geddie 
Daniel  Marvin  Geddie 

Fannie  Rose  Geddie  was  born  July  31,  1887,  and  was  married 
to  Thomas  Franklin  Williams.  To  them  were  born: 

Cleon  Williams 
Una  Williams 


Lois  Urella  Williams 
Ruby  Williams 
Allen  Bizzell  Williams 
Nathan  Thaddeus  Williams 

Cleon  Williams  was  married  to  John  Robert  Hearn  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

John  Robert  Hearn,  Jr. 

Sarah  Faye  Hearn 
Jessie  Eugene  Hearn 

John  Robert  Hearn,  Jr.  married  Cornelia  Ann  Bullock,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  John  C.  Hearn 

Sarah  Faye  Hearn  was  married  to  Ben  Wimberly,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Randy  Vincent  Wimberly,  Dannie  Lynn 
Wimberly,  and  Teressa  Dianne  Wimberly. 

Una  Williams  was  married  to  Noie  Sexton  Jones,  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

Zola  Mae  Jones 
Bruce  Sexton  Jones 

Zola  Mae  Jones  was  married  to  Roderick  Eugene  Morton, 
and  they  are  parents  of  Janice  Marie  Morton,  and  Donald 
E.  Morton. 

Bruce  Sexton  Jones  married  Myrtle  Phillips,  and  they  are 
parents  of  Terry  Rene  Jones 

Lois  Urella  Williams  was  married  to  Julius  Vargo,  and 
they  are  parents  of  James  Vargo,  Carolyn  Vargo,  Jeanette 
Rose  Vargo,  and  Carol  William  Vargo. 

Ruby  Williams  was  married  to  Arnold  Joseph  Lalwing 

Allen  Bizzell  Williams  was  married  to  Cecelia  Idell - ,  and 

they  are  the  parents  of  Linda  Rose  Williams,  Thomas  Allen 
Williams,  and  Richard  Leon  Williams 

Nathan  Thaddeus  Williams  married  Carolyn  Morrow  Hall. 

Mary  Jane  Geddie  was  born  May  18,  1889,  and  died  May  18, 
1950.  She  was  married  to  Nathan  Alexander  Williams 

Katie  Bell  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  7,  1890,  and  is  not  married. 

Allie  Bert  Geddie  was  bom  March  29,  1893,  and  was  married  to 
Luther  P.  Bain,  and  they  are  parents  of: 
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Marquerita  Pearl  Bain 
Elizabeth  Erolene  Bain 
Doris  Anne  Bain 

Marguerita  Pearl  Bain  was  married  to  William  Douglas 
Bailey,  and  they  are  parents  of  Sandra  Bailey,  Miriam 
Bailey,  Mary  Geddie  Bailey,  Robert  Wayne  Bailey  and  Fred 
Bain  Bailey. 

Elizabeth  Erolene  Bain  was  married  to  James  Dail,  and  they 
are  parents  of  William  Luther  Dail.  Elizabeth  Erolene  died 
Aug.  17,  1949. 

Doris  Anne  Bain  was  married  to  Robert  E.  McNeill,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Libby  Lynn  McNeill. 

Marion  Thompson  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  16,  1895,  and  married 
Ola  Taylor  (d).  They  were  parents  of  a  baby  (d.  at  birth). 

Alexander  Spurgeon  Geddie  was  bom  Dec.  20,  1897  and  mar¬ 
ried  Bessie  Mae  Bolton.  They  are  parents  of: 

Twyla  Mae  Geddie 
Earl  Marvin  Geddie 
Dorothy  Louise  Geddie 
Roland  Alexander  Geddie 

Twyla  Mae  Geddie  was  married  to  Paul  Burnett  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Twyla  Jo  Burnett,  Melanie  Sue  Burnett, 
and  Paul  Burnett,  Jr. 

Dorothy  Louise  Geddie  was  married  to  Raymond  Anderson 
Gammon. 

Roland  Alexander  Geddie  married  Katherine  A.  Ancarrow. 

Roland  Thaddeus  Geddie  was  born  April  15,  1902  and  married 
Delma  Bazemore. 

Daniel  Marvin  Geddie  was  bora  Aug.  3,  1906. 

Burnice  Geddie  was  born  October  14,  1859,  and  died  April  10, 
1911.  He  married  Charlotte  Ann  Fisher,  who  was  bora  March 
22,  1862,  and  who  died  Jan.  15,  1936.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Ernest  Olive  Geddie 
Troy  Geddie 
Lilly  Geddie 
Matilda  Jane  Geddie 
Dolly  Geddie 
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Troy  Geddie  married  Annie  Jones;  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  Joseph  Baxter  Geddie  who  married  Emmaline  Autry,  the 
parents  of  Violet  Ann  Geddie, 

Lilly  Geddie  was  married  to  W.  Royal,  who  were  the  parents  of: 

Carlysle  Royal  who  married  Rachael  Walker,  the  parents  of 
Rachael  Royal 
Robert  Glen  Royal 
Spurgeon  Royal 
Frances  Royal 

Ettrice  Royal  who  was  married  to  Hugh  Walker 
Donald  William  Royal 
Virginia  Dare  Royal 

Sadie  Ray  Royal,  who  was  married  to  James  Fields. 

Matilda  Jane  Geddie  was  married  to  W.  E.  Gainey,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Robert  Gainey 

Dolly  Geddie  was  married  to  Roland  Britt  who  died,  and  was 
married  (2)  to  Tom  Hays. 

James  Daniel  Geddie,  the  son  of  John  “Jack”  Geddie  served  in 
the  Civil  War  and  was  married  to  Catherine  Maxwell  on  October 
12,  1880.  They  were  parents  of: 

Rena  Lillie  Geddie 
Esther  Geddie 

Dr.  Clarence  Geddie  (Dentist) 

Neta  Geddie 
Marcus  A.  Geddie 
Susan  Geddie 
Lemuel  Geddie 

Rena  Lillie  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  20,  1882,  and  died  April  26, 
1956.  She  was  married  to  Vernon  Andrew  Moore  on  Sept.  30, 
1915.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Roxana  Catherine  Moore 

Norma  Geddie  Moore 

Baby  girl,  born  and  died  Oct.  16,  1920 

Reba  Lillie  Moore 

Andrew  Pigford  Moore,  and  Vernon  Gregg  Moore,  twins, 
born  July  18,  1924. 

Roxana  Catherine  Moore  was  born  May  9,  1917,  and  was 
married  to  Earl  Hamilton  Study  on  Sept.  30,  1948. 

DeWitt  Carson  Allen,  who  was  bom  May  4,  1873,  and  who  was 
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Norma  Geddie  Moore  was  born  April  25,  1919,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  Barringer  Womble  on  Dec.  20,  1953. 


Reba  Lillie  Moore  was  born  Aug.  26,  1922,  and  was  married 
to  Richard  Alexander  Williams  on  July  17,  1949.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Janice  Catherine  Williams,  born  Feb.  8,  1951 
Richard  Alexander  Williams,  Jr.,  bom  April  10,  1952 
Rebecca  Moore  Williams,  and  Rachael  Ann  Williams,  twins, 
bora  Mar.  29,  1956. 

Andrew  Pigford  Moore  lives  in  Matthews,  N.  C.  Vernon 
Gregg  Moore,  his  twin,  died  April  9,  1925. 

Esther  Geddie  was  married  to  E.  Currie  McMillan,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  James  Francis  McMillan,  the  father  of 
three  children. 

Dr.  Clarence  Geddie,  dentist,  (d)  was  unmarried. 

Neta  Geddie  was  married  to  P.  G.  Sandlin 

Marcus  A.  Geddie,  owner  of  a  lumber  company  in  Lumberton, 
North  Carolina,  married  Clara  Sessoms,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of: 

James  Davis  Geddie,  father  of  four  children. 

Christine  Geddie 
Virginia  Rose  Geddie 
Prank  Geddie 

Susan  Geddie  was  married  to  Troy  Herring,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Troy  Marvin  Herring  and  Rufus  Geddie  Herring. 

Troy  Marvin  Geddie  is  the  father  of  six  sons. 

Rufus  Geddie  Herring  won  the  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor  during  World  War  II.  He  is  the  father  of  four  chil¬ 
dren. 

Lemuel  Geddie  was  married  to  Catherine  Sams,  and  they  are 
parents  of  Gray  Geddie,  and  A1  Geddie. 

II 

Tom  Geddie 

Tom  Geddie  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  (McPhail) 
Geddie.  He  was  bora  around  1790  in  North  Carolina.  He  left  North 
Carolina  for  the  Tombigbee  country  of  Green  County,  Alabama,  in 
vicinity  of  Havana,  Alabama,  around  1824,  leaving  his  son  James 
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Alexander  Geddie  apprenticed  to  his  relative  Thomas  McPhail  to 
learn  the  cooper  trade.  Here  the  record  ends  on  Tom  Geddie,  be¬ 
cause  after  his  son  James  Alexander  Geddie  reached  age,  he  also 
went  to  Alabama,  stopping  to  earn  money  on  the  way,  and  when  he 
arrived  in  Alabama,  his  father  was  dead.  Tom  Geddie  married  Mar- 
ron  MacDougall,  and  swam  the  Cape  Fear  River  to  court  her.  Legend 
has  it  that  Marron  MacDougall  was  born  in  a  Scots  colony  in  Cuba, 
but  as  a  young  woman  she  lived  in  North  Carolina.  They  were  the 
parents  of: 

Buck  Geddie  who  died  as  a  boy 

Tom  Geddie,  who  apparently  was  bom  after  his  father  arrived  in 
Alabama,  and  who  has  descendants  living  in  Alabama,  but  the 
writer  has  not  been  able  to  tie  them  in. 

Rachael  Geddie,  married  in  Alabama,  but  the  writer  has  no  record 
of  her  descendants. 

Hiram  Geddie,  was  born  in  Alabama,  married  an  Alabama  girl, 
reared  a  family,  and  right  after  the  Civil  War,  boarded  a  federal 
gun  boat  with  all  his  family,  headed  for  Louisiana,  and  no  one 
has  ever  heard  of  him  or  his  family  since  that  time.  It  was  thought 
by  James  Alexander  Geddie,  his  brother,  that  Hiram  and  his  family 
perished  in  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  that  struck  the  area  around 
New  Orleans  right  after  the  Civil  War. 

James  Alexander  Geddie  was  bom  April  9,  1812,  in  North  Carolina 
and  died  Jan.  2,  1889  in  Texas.  James  Alexander  Geddie  went  to 
Green  County,  in  area  of  Havana,  Alabama,  as  a  young  man,  mar¬ 
ried,  reared  a  family  in  Sumter  Co.,  Ala.  and  went  to  Texas  over¬ 
land  in  covered  wagons  in  1869,  after  Civil  War,  settling  on  a  farm 
next  to  his  first  cousin  by  the  same  name  (James  Alexander  Ged¬ 
die,  son  of  Big  John).  James  Alexander  Geddie  married  Elizabeth 
Beggs  on  Sept.  30,  1847.  Elizabeth  Beggs  was  bom  October  9, 
1826  in  an  Irish  Colony  on  the  Tombigbee  River  in  Green  County, 
Ala.  Her  parents  were  Gaelic-Irish,  and  her  father  was  from  Ireland. 
Two  of  her  brothers,  Robert  Beggs  and  William  Beggs  were  killed 
in  the  Civil  War,  Robert  was  killed  as  he  took  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
down  from  its  standard  on  the  Union  Breastworks,  and  William 
died  of  wounds  suffered  at  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Another 
brother  James  W.  Beggs  married  and  settled  near  Martins  Mill, 
Van  Zandt  Co.,  Texas. 

James  Alexander  Geddie  was  mustered  into  service  June  2,  1846 
at  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  served  in  Company  A,  1st  Regiment,  Ala¬ 
bama  Infantry,  under  command  of  Col.  John  R.  Coffey,  in  the  War 
with  Mexico.  He  was  discharged,  along  with  the  rest  of  his  out¬ 
fit  in  Matamoros,  Mexico,  on  Oct.  29,  1846.  His  description  of  the 
unsanitary  conditions  on  the  troop  ship  on  the  return  voyage  to 
Alabama  from  Mexico  was  recorded  by  his  son,  Henry  Clay  Geddie. 
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James  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Beggs)  Geddie  are  buried  at  Mar¬ 
vin’s  Chapel,  just  southeast  of  Van,  Texas,  on  the  old  road  to 
Colfax. 

James  Alexander *and  Elizabeth  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 

Asaleen  Tarissa  Geddie,  b.  Jan.  4,  1849 
Allen  Thomas  Geddie,  b.  Dec.  25,  1864 

James  Robert  Geddie  who  died  in  childhood,  b.  July  7,  1867,  d, 
April  18,  1867 

William  Hiram  Geddie,  b.  March  30,  1861 

John  Wesley  Geddie,  b.  June  16,  1864 

Henry  Clay  Geddie,  b.  Nov.  30,  1867 

Elizabeth  Jane  Geddie,  b.  July  27,  1851,  d.  Sept.  1,  1864 

Asaleen  Tarissa  Geddie  was  born  in  Sumter  Co.,  Alabama,  Jan. 
4,  1849,  and  was  married  to  D.  S.  “Clint”  Allen  on  March  28, 
1866.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Elizabeth  Ann  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Sumter  Co.,  Ala.,  Aug. 
31,  1867,  and  who  was  married  to  her  cousin  Jim  Beggs  on 
Dec.  8,  1888. 

“Lizzie”  (Allen)  and  Jim  Beggs  (son  of  James  W.  Beggs) 
were  the  parents  of: 

Maud  Beggs  who  was  married  to  Jim  Drew. 

Myrtle  Beggs  (Maud’s  twin)  who  was  married  to  T.  D.  Mc¬ 
Call 

Cordie  Beggs,  died  as  a  baby 

Gertrude  Beggs,  died  at  27  years,  un-married. 

Maud  Beggs  was  born  June  6,  1895,  and  was  married  to  Jim 
Drew  who  was  born  in  1891.  They  are  the  parents  of  James 
Drew,  Mary  Ruth  Drew,  and  Evelyn  Drew. 

Evelyn  Drew  died  at  14  months. 

Mary  Ruth  Drew  was  married  to  John  Harvath,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Johnnie  Harvath 

Jimmy  and  Steve  Harvath  (twins)  bom  in  1958 
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Leta  Allen  and  her  twin  Lyda  Allen. 

Ruth  Allen,  who  was  born  May  8,  1888,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1898. 


killed  in  a  gunfight  with  Delton  LfOper  on  August  16,  1901. 
James  Allen 
Urma  May  Allen 

Henry  Judge  Allen,  who  was  born  April  8,  1885  and  died 
August  16,  1891 

Ida  V.  Allen  who  was  bom  April  27,  1870,  and  died  Aug.  28, 
1875. 

Leta  Allen  married  A1  White,  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

English  Crespie  White 
Clovis  White 
Gladys  White 
Jack  White 
Mary  Lee  White 
Lyda  White 
Johnny  Ruth  White 

English  Crespie  White  was  born  Oct.  12,  1899,  and  married 
EsteR  Lee  (b.  1916)  on  April  11,  1940.  They  are  parents 
of  Brenda  Ann  White,  bom  April  31,  1943. 

Clovis  White  was  born  March  25,  1902,  and  was  married  to 
Earl  Clower.  They  are  the  parents  of  Rudolph  Clower, 
Janice  Clower,  Wanda  Lynn  Clower,  and  Jackie  Earl  Clower. 

Gladys  White  was  born  May  21,  1905  and  was  married  to 
Jimmy  Anderson  (b.  July  31,  1904)  on  Nov.  6,  1936.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Danny  Jim  Anderson,  born  Sept.  5,  1942. 

Jack  White  was  born  in  1912,  and  married  Tay  Brown.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Greta  Brown. 

Mary  Lee  White  was  born  in  1908,  and  was  married  to  Bill 
Martin 

Lyda  White  died  as  a  baby. 

Johnnie  Ruth  White  was  born  in  1917  and  was  married  to 
Herschel  Cates. 

Lyda  Allen  (twin  of  Leta)  was  born  Feb.  24,  1879  and  on  Feb. 
28,  1904,  was  married  to  Alfred  Conner,  bom  July  12,  1874. 
To  this  union  were  born: 

Coy  Conner,  born  Mar.  3,  1905 
Calvin  Conner,  bom  Aug.  9,  1907 
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DeWitt  Conner,  born  Nov.  21,  1909,  died  May  21,  1932 

Louise  Conner,  born  Feb.  19,  1912 

Florine  Conner,  bom  Feb.  6,  1915 

William  “Bill”  Conner,  born  July  31,  1918 

Paulette  Conner,  born  March  20,  1921 

Coy  Conner  was  married  to  Rev.  Bartow  Massey  on  Nov. 
27,  1930.  They  are  parents  of: 

DeRoy  Massey,  bora  Sept.  25,  1934 

Calvin  Conner  married  Juanita  Ross.  They  are  the  parents 
of 

June  Conner,  born  March  26th 
Tommy  Conner,  born  Nov.  22nd. 

Michael  Conner,  born  Oct.  6th. 

June  Conner  was  married  to  Bardane  Eugene  Wyatt,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Vicki  Renee  Wyatt 

Tommy  Conner  married  Virginia  Lynn  Hunter 

Louise  Conner  was  married  to  Henry  L.  Bent  on  Jan.  29, 
1943.  They  are  parents  of: 

Larry  Bent,  bora  Mar.  22,  1951 
Debra  Bent,  bom  Mar.  22,  1952 

Florine  Conner  was  married  to  A.  L.  Baylot  on  Dec.  7,  1936, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of 

Beverly  Baylot,  born  Nov.  29,  1938 
Patti  Baylot,  born  July  7,  1945 

Bill  Conner  married  Inez  Ramsey  on  Mar.  4,  1939,  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

Carroll  Conner,  born  Dec.  15,  1942 
Paul  Allen  Conner,  bora  July  20,  1953 

Paulette  Conner  married  Dave  Bowers  on  Aug.  31,  1941,  and 
to  this  union  were  born: 

Davy  Bowers,  born  Oct.  4,  1943 
Steven  Bowers,  born  Dec.  4,  1948 

James  Aubrey  Allen  was  born  approximately  1877,  died  Mar. 
24,  1926,  and  was  married  first  to  Etta  Loper,  sister  of  Delton 
Loper.  To  this  union  were  bora  Annie,  and  Fannie  Allen. 
After  Delton  Loper  killed  DeWitt  Carson  Allen,  James  Alienas 
brother,  James  Allen  -divorced  Etta  Loper  and  married  (2) 


Mary  MacKenzie.  James  Allen  and  Mary  MacKenzie  were 
the  parents  of 

Edward  Allen,  b.  April,  1913,  who  married  Laura  Dell 
Herndon 

Opal  Allen,  b.  Jan.  19,  1911,  who  was  married  to  T.  E. 
Freeman 

Aubrey  Allen,  b.  July  11,  1917,  who  married  Florine  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  James  Richard  Allen 
Billy  Ralph  Allen,  b.  Dec.  16,  1924,  married  Marjorie  Saxon 

Urma  May  Allen  was  born  approximately  in  1882  and  was 
married  to  Sam  Hendley.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Grady  Hendley,  born  Oct.  3,  1902,  who  married  Lorene 
Campbell  (born  Dec.  25,  1912)  on  May  18,  1942.  They  are 
the  parents  of: 

John  Paul  Hendley,  bom  Dec.  14,  1944 

Marshall  Dewitt  ^Jack”  Hendley,  born  Jan.  16,  1906,  who 
married  Dorothy  Marie  Brooks  (born  April  10,  1912)  in 
1948,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Carol  Dea  Hendley,  born  Oct.  11,  1950 

Allen  Thomas  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  25,  1854,  in  Anniston,  Ala., 
and  died  Feb.  28,  1936,  in  Texas.  He  married  Charlotte  Ann 
Allen,  niece  of  D.  C.  “Clint”  Allen,  in  1878,  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Ida  Geddie 
Clay  Geddie 
Johnnie  M.  Geddie 
James  Geddie 
Mack  Geddie 

Tommy  (Plunkett)  Geddie 
Allen  Clint  Geddie 
Preston  Geddie 
Kate  Geddie 
Pete  Geddie 

Ida  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  14,  1880  and  was  married  to  Ross 
Peel  (born  Nov.  2,  1871;  died  Mar.  10,  1942)  on  Oct.  24,  1898. 
They  were  parents  of: 

Ida  Mae  Peel,  born  Jan.  14 

James  Forest  “Buck”  Peel,  born  May  25,  1901 

Elbert  Quincy  Peel 

W.  A.  Bill  Peel,  born  Oct.  8,  1906 

Louie  Macklin  Peel,  born  June  29,  1904 

Esther  Peel 
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James  Forest  “Buck”  Peel  married  Othal  Connelly 

Elbert  Quincy  Peel  married  Lois  Ballard,  they  are  the  parents 
of  Elvin  Ray  Peel,  born  1936,  and  Linda  Rose  Peel,  bom 
Aug.  23,  1938. 

Ida  Mae  Peel  is  unmarried  and  is  employed  by  Oil  Well 
Supply  Co.,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Louie  Macklin  Peel  married  Ella  Mae  Perry,  (bora  July  9, 
1909)  on  Oct.  4,  1924.  They  are  parents  of; 

Eunice  Mae  Peel,  bora  Aug.  11,  1925,  who  was  married  to 
Durwood  Mumford  (on  Easter  Sunday,  1949),  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

John  Michael  Mumford,  born  Dec.  6,  1952 
Bobby  Roe  Mumford,  born  Dec.  27,  1954 

Bobby  Lee  Peel,  born  Oct.  24,  1933,  died  prematurely  of 
brain  tumor  on  Nov.  24,  1951.  He  was  president  of  his 
senior  class  in  Van  High  School  (Texas),  captain  of  the 
football  team,  president  of  the  student  council,  and  member 
of  basketball  and  baseball  teams. 

William  Allen  “Bill”  Peel  married  Ophelia  Pugh  (born 
Apr.  24,  1912)  on  Sept.  14,  1929.  They  are  parents  of  W.  A. 
Billy  Peel,  Jr.  born  April  29,  1931. 

Esther  Peel  was  born  Nov.  28,  1899,  and  was  married  to 
Charles  Reid  (born  Jan.  15,  1900)  on  Dec.  24,  1921.  They 
are  parents  of  twins,  Durell  Reid  and  Dorell  Reid,  both 
bora  Oct.  18,  1933. 

Dorell  Reid  married  Pat  Lunceford. 

Johnnie  M.  Geddie  married  Maggie  Lee  Westbrook. 

Allen  Glint  Geddie  was  bom  Sept.  9,  1889  in  Colfax  and  mar¬ 
ried,  Jewell  Eva  Shropshire  (born  April  26,  1899)  on  Dec. 
9,  1919.  They  are  parents  of:  Henry  Clay  Geddie,  George  Allen 
Geddie,  Clint  Peterson  Geddie,  Kathleen  Geddie,  Mary  Madolyn 
Geddie,  Charlotte  Kate  Geddie. 

Henry  Clay  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  12,-1923,  and  married 
Lemuel  Kelly  (born  Mar.  2,  1929)  on  May  22,  1947,  parents 
of: 

Eva  Wynona  Geddie,  born  April  27,  1950 
Karen  Yvonne  Geddie,  bora  July  17,  1953 

George  Allen  Geddie  was  bora  Aug.  20,  1924  and  married 


in  1945  (1)  - ,  the  parents  of  Bobby  Allen  Geddie  born 

June  28,  1947.  George  Allen  married  (2)  Clara  Louise 
Robertson,  on  Nov.  20,  1948  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Charlotte  Diane  Geddie,  born  Nov.  12,  1949 
Donna  Kay  Geddie  born  Jan.  25,  1953 

Clint  Peterson  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  10,  1928  and  married 
Wanda  Lee  Stroud  (born  March  18,  1928)  on  Oct.  30,  1948. 
They  are  the  parents  of: 

Janet  Lee  Geddie,  born  Sept.  30,  1949 
Larry  Clint  Geddie,  born  Sept.  18,  1950 

Kathleen  Geddie  was  bom  Mar.  31,  1922,  and  on  Oct.  28, 
1945,  was  married  to  Donald  Weldon  Wilder,  born  Sept. 
17,  1916. 

Mary  Madolyn  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  3,  1925,  and  on  Sept. 
14,  1946  was  married  to  E.  H.  Rowden,  Jr.,  who  was  bom 
May  28,  1926.  They  are  parents  of: 

Lew  Norman  Rowden,  born  Dec.  23,  1953 

Charlotte  Kate  Geddie  was  bom  Jan.  31,  1930,  and  on 
April  17,  1953,  was  married  to  Billy  Joe  Baugh,  bom  April 
28,  1926.  They  are  parents  of: 

Tommy  Joe  Baugh,  born  Feb.  23,  1956. 

Kate  Geddie  was  married  (1)  to  Floyd  Loden  and  was  married 
(2)  to  Homer  Somerlin 

Preston  Geddie  (d)  married  Joe  Ella  Lloyd 

Clay  (d)  married  Rosie - 

Tommy  (‘Plunkett’)  (d)  married  Vesta  Phillips. 

William  Hiram  Geddie  was  born  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama 
as  were  all  of  the  children  of  James  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
(Beggs)  Geddie  on  March  30,  1861.  He  married  Lula  Moseley 
in  1887.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

William  Franklin  Geddie,  born  Oct.  15,  1892 

Jessie  N.  Geddie 

Samuel  Geddie 

Oscar  Geddie 

Miles  Geddie 

Roxie  Geddie 

Nora  Frances  “Fannie”  Geddie 
Lora  Geddie 
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William  Franklin  Geddie  married  Mentie  Sanders  (bom  May 
11,  1896)  on  Sept.  12,  1912.  They  are  parents  of: 

Ruthy  Lee  Geddie,  born  Aug.  13,  1913 

Clovis  Geddie,  born  Dec.  11,  1917 

Elton  Geddie,  born  May  11,  1919,  died  Feb.  15,  1920 

Elzie  Franklin  Geddie,  born  Nov.  21,  1922,  d.  Mar.  16,  1954 

Ruthy  Lee  Geddie  vv^as  married  to  Lumas  Oliver  in  1934. 
They  are  parents  of. 

Lumas  Randall  Oliver,  born  Aug.  21,  1937 
Rodney  Paul  Oliver,  born  Feb.  23,  1939 
Peggy  Ruth  Oliver,  born  Sept.  2,  1941 
Larry  Gay  Oliver,  born  Sept.  8,  1943 
Tommy  Franklin  Oliver,  born  Dec.  6,  1953 
Donald  Elzie  Oliver,  born  May  5,  1955 

Lumas  Randall  Oliver  married  Peggy  Ruth  Wyman  in 
1957  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Lorie  Oliver,  born  Jan. 
22,  1968 

Rodney  Oliver  married  Sandra  Delaney,  in  1956,  Rodney 
at  this  writing  is  in  the  Missle  Division  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 

Clovis  Geddie  was  married  to  Raymond  McManus  on  April 
12,  1942 

Elzie  Geddie  married  Dorothy  Lee  Williams  in  August,  1943. 
To  this  union  were  born:  Steven  Elzie  Geddie,  born  Jan.  31, 
1950;  Barbara  Jean  Geddie,  born  June  24,  1953;  and  Judy 
Ann  Geddie,  born  Oct.  14,  1954. 

Samuel  Geddie  (d)  married  May  Phillips,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of: 

Maydelle  Geddie 

Gerald  and  Geraldine  Geddie,  twins. 

Faye  Geddie 

Maydelle  Geddie  was  married  (1)  to  L.  A.  Martin  (d),  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  Ray  Alton  Martin  and  Patsy  Martin. 
Maydell  Geddie  was  married  (2)  to  Odis  Phelps. 

James  Miles  Geddie  was  born  Mar.  16,  1903,  and  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lee  Oliver,  (born  July  23,  1904)  on  Jan.  7,  1923.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Mary  Lillian  Geddie 
Thomas  Leroy  Geddie 

Mary  Lillian  Geddie  was  married  on  Oct.  26,  1940  to  Sherman 


Lee  Simmons,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children: 

Betty  Ladell  Simmons,  born  June  27,  1941 
Glynith  Yvonne  Simmons,  bom  Nov.  7,  1942 
Elizabeth  Ann  Simmons,  born  Sept.  12,  1944 
Linda  Jo  Simmons,  born  June  19,  1946 
Debra  Lee  Simmons,  born  Dec.  6,  1953 

Nora  Frances  “Fannie’^  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  27,  1890,  died 
Nov.  16,  1929.  She  was  married  to  Elijah  Ardis  Allen  (bom 
Nov.  30,  1885)  on  Oct.  2,  1904.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Eula  Micia  Allen,  born  Mar.  14,  1908 

Twins:  Era  and  Vera  Lula,  born  Jan.  22,  1911 

William  R.  Allen 

Henry  Allen 

Ned  Weatherbee  Allen 

Ethan  Anderson  Allen 

Etila  Micia  Allen  was  married  to  David  Ernest  Harris  (bora 
Jan.  21,  1906)  on  Mar.  7,  1925.  They  are  parents  of: 

Frances  Florence  Harris,  born  Mar.  19,  1926 
Eula  Ernestine  Harris,  born  Feb.  20,  1928 
David  Allen  Harris,  born  Aug.  31,  1931 

Frances  Florence  Harris  was  married  to  Leroy  Carpenter 
(born  Sept.  29,  1921)  on  May  2,  1941.  They  are  parents 
of: 

Patricia  Frances  Carpenter,  born  April  1,  1942,  d.  Dec. 
26,  1946 

David  Leroy  Carpenter,  born  May  24,  1944 

Eula  Ernestine  Harris  was  married  to  Ambrose  Joseph 
Harrison  (born  July  10,  1925)  on  July  23,  1945.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Vivian  Carol  Harrison,  born  Jan.  1,  1947 
Peggy  LaGene  Harrison,  born  Dec.  21,  1948 
Patricia  Gail  Harrison,  born  July  26,  1950 

David  Allen  Harrison  married  Bonnie  Lou  Edwards  (bora 
April  15,  1934)  on  March  9,  1951.  They  are  parents  of: 

Allen  Lane  Harris,  born  May  29,  1953 
Donna  Lynn  Harris,  born  Dec.  27,  1954 

Era  Alien  was  born  Jan.  22,  1911,  and  was  married  to  Travis 
Harris  (born  July  29,  1909)  on  Jan  8,  1935.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of; 
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Shirley  Dorrie  Harris,  born  Aug.  9,  1938,  who  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  June  23,  1956  to  Horace  Dale  Taylor,  bom  June 
22,  1934. 

Lloyd  Harris,  bom  Sept.  27,  1940 

Vera  Lula  Allen  was  bom  Jan.  22,  1911,  and  was  married  on 
Jan.  22,  1928,  to  Cecil  Ardner  Andress,  born  Feb.  7,  1912. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Ottie  Lavaughn  Andress,  born  Dec.  11,  1931 
Lloyd  Ray  Andress,  born  May  18,  1940 

Ottie  Lavaughn  Andress  married  Dianne  Latimore  (bom 
Nov.  24,  1936)  on  July  3,  1952.  They  are  parents  of: 

John  Max  Andress,  born  Feb.  20,  1954 
Alisa  Lavaughn  Andress,  born  May  2,  1955 
Ear,l  Ray  Andress,  b.  Oct.  27,  1958 

Vera  was  married  (2)  to  Jack  Kirk  (b.  Feb.  4,  1916)  on  Feb. 
11,  1957) 

Ned  Weatherbee  Allen  was  bom  Nov.  21,  1917  and  on  Oct. 
31,  1938  married  Inez  Vera  Wright,  bom  April  4,  1919.  They 
are  parents  of: 

Williard  Ned  Allen,  born  Dec.  12,  1939 
Ardis  Allen,  born  Feb.  23,  1942 
Henry  Wright  Allen,  bom  Feb.  20,  1944 
Roy  Melvin  Allen,  born  Aug.  10,  1945 

Ethan  Anderson  Allen  was  born  July  30,  1920. 

William  Robert  Allen  ws  born  Mar.  21,  1924,  and  on  Sept.  6, 
1947  married  Naomi  Irene  Beeman,  who  was  bom  June  28, 
1924.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Robert  Daniel  Allen,  born  June  11,  1948 
Roland  Anderson  Allen,  born  Oct.  13,  1950 

Henry  Martin  Allen  was  born  June  7,  1913,  and  on  Dec.  12, 
1936  married  Edna  Mae  Davis,  born  Dec.  4,  1913. 

Lora  Geddie  was  married  to  A.  A.  Smith  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

L.  G.  Smith 
Myra  Smith 
A.  D.  Smith 
Merle  Smith 
Jack  Smith 
A.  A.  Smith,  Jr. 


L.  G.  Smith  married  Ruby  Wells 

A.  D.  Smith  married  Nobie  Moore,  and  they  are  parents  of 
Thomas  L.,  Kenneth,  Dewey  Ray,  Robert  Leon,  Paul  Keith, 
Richard  Dell,  Randy  Wade,  and  Joe  Maxwell  Smith. 

Myra  Smith  married  (1)  Joe  Maxwell,  and  they  are  parents 
of  Jean  Maxwell  and  James  H.  Maxwell.  Myra  married  (2) 
Ted  Palmer,  and  they  are  parents  of  Anita  Louise  Palmer. 

Merle  Smith  was  married  to  Sgt.  Major  Jones  (on  overseas 
duty)  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Melba  Sue,  Curtis  Dean, 
David  Lynn,  and  Debbie  Loraine  Jones. 

Jack  Smith  (d)  married  Catherine  Jones  and  they  are  par¬ 
ents  of  Charles  Major  Smith,  Larry  Joe  Smith,  and  Jacque¬ 
line  Smith. 

A.  A.  Smith,  Jr.  married  Marie  Baldwin  of  North  Carolina. 

Roxie  Asaleen  Geddie  was  bom  Oct.  4,  1886  and  was  married 
to  James  Murphree  Taylor  on  June  26,  1904.  To  this  union 
were  born: 

Fannie  Lorene  Taylor,  born  Aug.  17,  1912 
Ethel  Carmon  Taylor,  born  Sept.  16,  1909 
Willie  Pearl  Taylor,  born  July  6,  1907 
Pauline  Marie  Taylor,  born  Feb.  5,  1925 
Alvis  Clarence  Taylor,  born  Aug.  20,  1905 
Minnie  Lee  Taylor,  born  March  3,  1917 

Fannie  Lorene  Taylor  was  married  to  Johnie  Lee  Simmons 
on  July  1,  1934,  and  they  are  parents  of  James  Kenneth 
Simmons,  born  Feb.  19,  1937,  and  Charles  Lee  Simmons,  bora 
July  24,  1939 

Ethel  Carmon  Taylor  was  married  to  John  Orwin  Lewelling 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Ronald  Dean  Lewelling,  born  Aug.  21,  1935 
James  Thomas  Lewelling,  born  Oct.  9,  1929 
Waymond  Kendall  Lewelling,  born  July  10,  1931 
Bobby  Jo  Lewelling,  born  Dec.  2,  1933 

James  Thomas  Lewelling  married  Johanna  Linhart  on 
April  24,  1950. 

Waymond  Kendall  Lewelling  married  Billy  Jane  Ibeck  on 
April  2,  1954 

Bobby  Jo  Lewelling  was  married  to  David  Dean  Hayes  on 
April  11,  1951,  and  they  are  parents  of  David  Lee  Hayes, 
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born  Dec.  9,  1957,  Patsy  Linda  Hayes,  born  Oct.  2,  1952, 
and  Sandra  Orlene  Hayes,  born  Oct.  1,  1953 

Willie  Pearl  Taylor  was  married  to  Ernest  Leslie  Boggs  on 
Oct.  17,  1929.  They  are  parents  of: 

James  Calvin  Boggs,  born  May  26,  1931 

Jimmie  Lee  Boggs,  born  Oct.  13,  1934,  who  was  married 

to  Bobby  Lee  Fisher  an  Aug.  20,  1957 

Pauline  Marie  Taylor  was  married  to  William  Martin  Schulze 
on  March  1,  1942.  They  are  parents  of: 

Richard  Lee  Schulze,  born  Jan.  28,  1943 
William  Marvin  Schulze,  born  Aug.  21,  1947 
Anthony  Gene  Schulze,  bom  Aug.  9,  1949 

Alvis  Clarence  Taylor  married  Minnie  A.  Hagan  (born  Nov. 
15,  1912),  on  May  30,  1931  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Ruth  Taylor,  born  Jan.  13,  1933 
Lois  Marie  Taylor,  born  Nov.  22,  1938 
Vera  Mae  Taylor,  born  July  29,  1944 

Minnie  Lee  Taylor  was  married  to  John  Hensley  Warner  on 
August  27,  1934.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Danny  Lawrence  Warner,  born  July  25,  1945 
Tommy  Lynn  Warner,  bom  Aug.  8,  1948 

Jessie  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  4,  1895  and  on  Nov.  22,  1914  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Lee  Thornton  who  was  born  May  29,  1892.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Effie  Lula  Geddie,  born  Sept.  24,  1915,  died  Oct.  25,  1915 
Minnie  Lee  Geddie,  born  Feb.  14,  1917 
William  Edward  Geddie,  born  Mar.  21,  1919 
Edgar  Austin  Geddie,  born  April  10,  1921 

Minnie  Lee  Geddie  was  married  to  Wayne  Ed  Morris  (born 
Oct.  9,  1915)  on  June  9,  1934.  They  are  parents  of: 

Ervie  Lee  Morris,  born  July  17,  1936 

Jarrell  Wayne  Morris,  born  Aug.  29,  1940,  died  May  19, 
1957 

Ervie  Lee  Morris  was  married  to  Marlon  Dale  Smith  (born 
Feb.  8,  1936)  on  June  10,  1956 

William  Edward  Geddie  married  Gladys  Frenchie  Oxford 
(born  April  10,  1918)  on  Sept.  24,  1938.  They  are  parents  of: 


Howard  Guy  Geddie,  born  Oct.  9,  1939 
Barbara  Lee  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  16,  1943 
Jackie  Wayne  Geddie,  born  Jan.  9,  1948 

Edgar  Austin  Geddie  married  Mary  Louise  Oliver  (bom  Mar. 
14,  1923)  on  Oct.  17,  1940.  They  are  parents  of: 

Jerry  Don  Geddie,  born  June  21,  1942 
Larry  Ed  Geddie,  born  April  30,  1946 
Roy  Lynn  Geddie,  born  June  22,  1951 

Oscar  Kenneth  Geddie  was  bom  Aug.  10,  - ,  and  married 

Roxie  Annie  Camper,  (born  March  19, - )  on  Jan.  12,  1910. 

To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children: 

Oscar  Leo  and  Kenneth  Cleo  Geddie  (twins)  bom  July  4, 
1917. 

Mary  Lou  Geddie 

James  Harram  Geddie 

Dewey  Melvin  Geddie 

Leta  Asaleen  Geddie 

Frankie  Belle  Geddie 

Iva  Jean  Geddie 

Kenneth  Willard  Geddie 

Baby  born  July  31,  1911,  died  Aug.  1,  1911 

Baby  stillborn  Dec.  28,  1912 

Kenneth  Cleo  Geddie  died  July  9,  1917 

Oscar  Leo  Geddie  married  Doris  Crews  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children: 

Ann  Geddie 
Richard  Geddie 
Glenn  Geddie 
Donna  Geddie 
Rhonda  Geddie 

Mary  Lou  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  18,  1919  and  was  married  to 
Faris  Chaney.  They  are  the  parents  of  Robert  Lynn 
Chaney. 

James  Harram  Geddie  was  born  May  7,  1920,  died  Oct.  10, 
1920. 

Dewey  Melvin  Geddie  was  bom  Nov.  11,  1921.  He  married 
Marjorie  Rhodes,  and  to  them  were  bom  Lonnie  and  Clinton 
Geddie.  Dewey  Melvin  Geddie  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
during  World  War  II. 

Leta  Asaleen  Geddie  was  bom  Aug.  20,  1924,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Herron  Chaney,  parents  of  Paulette,  Linda,  Joyce  and 
Debbie  Chaney. 
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Frankie  Belle  Geddie  was  born  April  6,  1930,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Charles  Ball.  They  are  parents  of  Adrian  and 
Lynette  Ball. 

Iva  Jean  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  5,  1931,  and  was  married  to 
Noel  Woods.  They  are  the  parents  of  Willard  and  Sandra 
Kay  Woods,  and  three  more  children,  names  of  whom  are 
not  available. 

Kenneth  Willard  Geddie  was  born  June  10,  1933. 

John  Wesley  Geddie,  born  June  15,  1864,  in  Sumter  County,  Ala¬ 
bama,  died  in  1941,  aged  77  years,  and  buried  in  Colfax  cemetery. 
He  married  Addie  Pollard,  daughter  of  James  Pollard,  in  1888. 
Addie  Elector  Pollard  was  bom  Dec.  15,  1871  and  died  in  1951. 
She  is  buried  in  the  same  plot,  Colfax  Cemetary.  They  are  the 
parents  of: 

Henry  Napoleon  “Polie”  Geddie 

James  Prentice  Geddie 

Carlisle  Geddie 

Bonner  Geddie 

Pauline  Geddie 

Lota  Clyde  Geddie 

Clifford  Geddie 

Henry  N.  “Polie”  Geddie  was  born  May  2,  1889  and  died  Feb. 
11,  1958.  He  is  buried  in  Woodside  Cemetery,  Grand  Saline, 
Texas.  He  married  Hermie  Armenia  Lawrence  (b.  Feb.  16, 
1888)  on  Nov.  24,  1907.  They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  Nov.  24,  1957.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Oletha  Geddie 
Verlie  Lee  Geddie 

Henry  Lawrence  “Jack”  Geddie  (your  writer) 

Oletha  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  13,  1908  in  Colfax,  and  was 
married  to  Herman  Hargrove  on  Mar.  15,  1929.  They  are 
the  parents  of: 

James  Paul  Hargrove,  bom  Oct.  18,  1932,  who  married 
Mamie  Bull,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Paul  Brent 
Hargrove 

Janis  Lee  Hargrove,  who  was  bom  Oct.  22,  1934,  and  who 
was  married  to  Bill  Herchman  (professional  football  play¬ 
er  for  San  Francisco  49ers)  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
Randy  Herchman,  and  Terry  Lynn  Herchman. 

Judith  Ann  Hargrove,  born  Oct.  30,  1938 

Verlie  Lee  Geddie  was  born  in  Colfax  Oct.  27,  1913  and  was 
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married  to  Walton  Edward  Bryant  (b.  Dec.  22,  1910)  on 
Aug.  26,  1933.  Bryant  served  in  the  U  .S.  Navy  SeeBees  in 
the  South  Pacific  during  World  War  II.  They' are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Frances  Lee  Bryant,  born  Feb.  13,  1947,  and  Walton 
Edward  Bryant,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  16,  1950. 

Henry  L.  “Jack”  Geddie  was  born  January  2,  1920,  and 
married  Martha  Frazier  Baldwin  (born  Nov.  24,  1923)  on 
Dec.  14,  1944.  Henry  L.  “Jack”  Geddie  was  born  at  Colfax 
and  reared  in  Grand  Saline,  Texas.  Martha  Frazier  Bald¬ 
win  was  born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  was  reared  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  They  were  married  in  Miami  Fla., 
at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

John  Baldwin  Geddie,  b.  July  30,  1946  in  Long  Island 
College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  “over  Texas  soil.” 

Anna  Barley  Geddie,  born  May  31,  1950  in  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  Hospital,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Barbara  Lawrence  Geddie,  bom  Oct.  5,  1955  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Avenue  Hospital,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

James  Prentiss  Geddie  was  born  April  1,  1891  and  married 
Elizabeth  Riggs,  born  June  18,  1892.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Prentiss  Odell  Geddie,  (geologist)  born  Sept.  13,  1915,  who 
married  Mary  Lee  Fielder (  b.  May  28, 1917,  d.  Sept.  17,  1945) 
the  parents  of  Prentiss  Fielder  Geddie,  born  March  21,  1941, 
and  Gary  Michael  Geddie,  born  Feb.  15,  1944.  Prentice  Odell 
Geddie  married  (2)  Naomi  Unis  “Ned”  Dodd,  (born  Oct.  28, 
1923)  on  Aug.  16,  1946.  They  are  the  parents  of  Melissa 
Lou  Geddie,  born  July  1,  1956. 

Thurman  Burl  Geddie,  (geologist)  bom  Nov.  2,  1921,  married 
Sharon  Haden  Smith  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Sharon 
April  Geddie,  bom  June  1,  1946,  Cary  Leigh  (Cacky)  Geddie, 
b.  Jan.  3,  1949  and  James  Anthony  Geddie,  b.  May  14,  1955 

Samuel  Carlisle  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  4,  1894,  and  died  Oct. 
6,  1957.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cates  (bom  Nov.  3,  1892)  and 
they  were  parents  of: 

Vinita  Geddie,  born  Mar.  9,  1918 

Sunshine  Geddie,  born  Nov.  23,  1919,  d.  Aug.  5,  1920 

Jack-A-Boy  Geddie  born  April  10,  1921 

James  Allen  Geddie,  born  May  28,  1932 

Vinita  Geddie  was  married  on  Jan.  1,  1943  to  Frederick  Eu¬ 
gene  Benson  (born  July  8,  1912)  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Malinda  Benson,  born  April  25,  1944 
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James  Allen  Geddie  married  Mary  Bonnalyn  Truax  and  they 
are  parents  of; 

Devin  Geddie,  born  April  23,  1952 
James  Allen  Geddie,  Jr.,  born  April  6,  1955 

Bonner  Dewey  Geddie,  born  Dec.  13,  1900,  married  Mary 
Stough,  (b.  Feb.  9,  1901)  on  Nov.  25,  1917.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Gaino  Geddie,  born  July  27,  1918 

Buford  Geddie,  bom  Feb.  15,  1920,  who  married  Dorothy 
Nicholson  (b.  Jan.  18,  1921)  on  Jan.  4,  1943.  Buford  Geddie 
served  in  the  Medical  Corps  in  World  War  II,  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  a  pharmacist.  They  are  the  parents  of  Sheryl  Eliza¬ 
beth  Geddie,  born  March  31,  1947.  Penny  Kaye  Geddie,  born 
Oct.  4,  1950,  and  Richard  Scott  Geddie,  bom  May  4,  1953. 

Ralph  A.  Geddie,  (photographer)  born  Sept.  13,  1922,  who 
served  with  the  Marines  in  South  Pacific  in  World  War  II, 
married  Lois  Wardlaw  (b.  June  10,  1926)  on  May  12,  1945. 
They  are  the  parents  of  Debbie  Geddie,  born  Mar.  10,  1951, 
and  Dennis  Geddie,  bom  Sept.  26,  1953. 

Bonner  Floyd  Geddie,  born  Dec.  8,  1929,  married  Evangeline 
Callis  on  Aug.  28,  1952.  They  are  the  parents  of  Bonnie 
Anne  Geddie,  born  April  4,  1953,  and  Matthew  Geddie,  born 
May  5,  1955. 

Pauline  Geddie  was  born  April  12,  1904  and  was  married  to 
Edd  Farmer  (born  Nov.  3,  1884),  deceased,  on  Oct.  12,  1921. 
They  were  parents  of  Ouida  Farmer,  bom  July  22,  1923. 

Ouida  Farmer  was  married  to  J.  B.  Brown  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  John  Anthony  Brown,  born  Mar.  15,  1941. 

Ouida  Farmer  Brown  was  married  (2)  to  Joe  Starr,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

Rene  Brown  Starr,  born  Sept.  26,  1943 
Joey  Starr,  born  Feb.  9,  1946 
Ramona  Starr,  bom  Dec.  5,  1949 

Pauline  Geddie  Farmer  was  married  (2)  to  W.  C.  Payne  on 
May  20,  1952. 

Lota  Clyde  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  13,  1909  and  was  married  to 
(Rev.)  C.  N.  “Noble”  Tunnell  on  Sept.  11,  1926.  Rev.  Tunnell 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1905.  They  are  the  parents  of  Sarah  Dian 
Tunnell,  born  Jan.  31,  1941 
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Clifford  Geddie  was  married  to  J.  B.  Bowen  on  July  27,  1930 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  John  Wesley  Bowen  born  July  16, 
1935,  married  to  Gail  Ann  McDonald  June  1,  1957.  Clifford 
Geddie  was  married  (2)  to  A.  W.  McGuire,  Mar.  13,  1944  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Charlotte  Ann  McGuire,  b.  July  7. 
1946. 

Henry  Clay  Geddie  was  the  youngest  son  of  James  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  (Beggs)  Geddie.  He  was  born  Nov.  30,  1867  in 
Sumter  County,  Alabama,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1955.  He  is  buried 
in  Colfax  cemetery.  He  was  a  well  known  Texas  lawyer,  and 
was  Associate  Justice  of  the  Texas  Supreme  Court  under  Gov¬ 
ernor  Pat  Neff.  He  was  Mayor  of  Kerrville,  Texas,  during  the 
First  World  War.  He  is  the  inspiration  for  this  entire  genealogy, 
because  it  may  be  credited  to  his  patience  in  answering  the 
writer’s  questions  of  kinships  that  finally  fashioned  the  kernel 
of  genealogical  information  that  is  the  basis  for  this  research 
and  book.  Henry  Clay  Geddie  was  not  only  a  fine  and  respected 
lawyer,  he  was  a  fine  Christian  and  one  of  the  finest  persons 
who  ever  lived.  He  married  Laura  Maude  Hart  on  January  15, 
1915. 


III.  ALEXANDER  GEDDIE 

Alexander  Geddie  was  born  in  North  Carolina  August  25,  1792,  and 
married  Anna  McMillan  on  June  4,  1810.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Alexander  Geddie 
Daniel  Geddie 
Dougald  Geddie 
James  Geddie 

One  Daughter,  lost  to  history. 

Alexander’s  wife  died  and  he  took  his  four  sons  and  daughter  to 
Florida,  where  his  son  Alexander  fought  in  two  Indian  Wars,  one 
of  them  the  Seminole  War,  and  later  participated  in  the  Civil  War. 
Then  he  headed  for  Louisiana,  got  waterbound  by  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  stopped  to  raise  his  family  in  Mississippi.  In  Mississippi, 
he  married  again,  and  to  this  union  were  born  Joel  Geddie,  and  four 
daughters,  Ellen  M.  Geddie,  Lizzie  Geddie,  Amanda  Geddie,  and  Mary 
Geddie 

Alexander  Geddie  was  born  March  15,  1822  in  North  Carolina,  and 
died  Jan.  12,  1910  in  Mississippi.  He  served  in  two  Indian  Wars, 
one  of  them  the  Seminole  War,  and  in  the  Civil  War.  He  married 
Delilah  Maxwell.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Robert  Geddie 

Bud  Geddie 

Alexander  Geddie 

John  Julian  ‘‘Jay”  Geddie 

Joel  James  Geddie 

Ann  Geddie 

Martha  Geddie 
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Mary  Jane  Geddie 
Emma  Geddie 
Katherine  Geddie 
Fannie  Geddie 

Delilah  Maxwell  Geddie  died,  and  Alexander  Geddie  (bom  1822) 
moved  to  Louisiana.  He  married  (2)  in  Louisiana  and  was  the  father 
of  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Robert  Geddie  was  the  father  of  G.  Morgan  Geddie,  Vanda  Viola 
Geddie,  L.  B.  Bynum  Geddie. 

George  Morgan  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  10,  1877  and  died  April 
1948.  On  Aug.  31,  1902  he  married  West  Duck  Lewis,  (born 
Jan.  4,  1880,  died  April  5,  1957).  To  this  union  were  born: 

Vern  Hilburn  Geddie,  born  July  1,  1903,  died  Aug.  29,  1943 

Grady  Henry  Geddie,  born  Oct.  24,  1904,  died  Jan.  21,  1934 
Lee  Staunton  Geddie,  born  Aug.  10,  1906,  died  May  31,  1920 

Brent  Joshua  Geddie,  born  Aug.  26,  1908,  died  Sept.  16,  1921 

Mary  Katherine  Geddie,  born  Nov.  11,  1916,  died  Oct.  26,  1949 

Vern  Hilburn  Geddie  married  Gertrude  Bessie  Smith  on 
Oct.  25,  1928.  They  were  parents  of: 

Vern  Hilburn  Geddie,  Jr.,  born  May  5,  1930 
Robert  Smith  Geddie,  born  Feb.  23,  1932 
George  Donald  Geddie,  born  Dec.  2,  1937 
Patricia  Anne  Geddie,  born  Mar.  8,  1934 
Janis  Elaine  Geddie,  born  Aug.  9,  1939 

Vern  Hilburn  Geddie,  Jr.  married  Joan  Anell  Walters  on 
Feb.  17,  1949.  They  are  parents  of  Steven  Brian  Geddie, 
bom  Mar.  2,  1953,  and  Pamela  Joan  Geddie  bom  May  11, 
1968. 

Robert  Smith  Geddie  married  Iris  Evelyn  Stevenson  on 
Dec.  2,  1962,  and  they  are  parents  of  Robert  Brent  Geddie, 
born  July,  1955,  and  Leisa  Michelle  Geddie,  born  Oct.  1957. 

George  Donald  Geddie  married  Sarah  Nell  Meeks  on 
April  19,  1967,  and  they  are  parents  of  April  Lynn  Geddie, 
bom  April  21,  1958 

Patricia  Anne  Geddie  was  married  to  Thomas  Alfred  Land¬ 
rum  on  Mar.  2,  1954,  and  they  are  parents  of  Thomas 
David  Landrum,  born  Oct.  25,  1955,  Deborah  Anne  Land¬ 
rum,  born  Jan.  1,  1956,  and  Susan  Elaine  Landrum,  born 
Feb.  2,  1958 

Grady  Henry  Geddie  married  Lois  Saul  on  Nov.  15,  1930. 

Mary  Katherine  Geddie  was  married  to  Laudice  Cleveland 
156 


Montgomery  on  Dec.  26,  1941.  They  were  parents  of  Marlyn 
Montgomery,  and  Jean  Carol  Montgomery,  the  latter  born 
Oct.  25,  1949. 

Leroy  Bynum  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  2,  1880,  and  married  on 
Oct.  9,  1907  Ona  Blanche  Dyess,  born  Jan.  6,  1884.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

Blanche  Mildred  Geddie,  born  July  4,  1908  (  her  twin  died  at 
birth) 

Margaret  Leroy  Geddie,  born  June  15,  1923 

Blanche  Mildred  Geddie  was  married  on  June  28,  1933  to 
Oliver  Grady  Edwards,  born  Aug.  1,  1907.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Barbara  Blanche  Edwards,  born  Oct.  22,  1938,  who  was 
married  on  Nov.  4,  1956  to  Henry  Franklin  Plott,  born 
1933.  To  them  were  born  Julia  Kinsland  Plott,  born  Sept. 
7,  1957. 

Margaret  Leroy  Geddie  was  married  on  Dec.  19,  1943  to 
James  Morrison  Fhller,  born  Oct.  12,  1921.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Margaret  Diane  Fuller,  born  Aug.  23,  1945 
Jane  Dowling  Fuller,  born  April  19,  1948 
Sarah  Morrison  Fuller,  born  Mar.  18,  1955 
James  Morrison  Fuller,  born  Aug.  11,  1957 

Vanda  Viola  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  13,  1879,  and  was  married 
to  Samuel  Wesley  Pryor  on  April  16,  1920  and  at  the  writing 
of  this  manuscript  is  a  retired  school  teacher. 

S.  W.  Pryor  was  bom  Feb.  19,  1880,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1949. 

Bud  Geddie  had  no  offspring 

Alexander  Geddie  died  at  the  age  of  21  years. 

John  Julian  “Jay”  Geddie  was  born  June  13,  1875,  and  died  Dec. 
27,  1911.  He  married  Mattie  Wayne  Cain,  who  was  born  Mar.  4, 
1884.  They  were  parents  of: 

William  Alexander  Geddie 
Virgie  Viola  Geddie 
Robert  Singleton  Geddie 
Annie  Blanche  Geddie 

William  Alexander  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  2,  1905,  and  married 
Ruth  Isabel  McAdoo,  who  was  bom  August  14,  1904.  They 
were  the  parents  of: 
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Ivan  Dee  Geddie,  born  June  16,  1931 
Ruth  Anne  Geddie,  born  June  25,  1933 
Rose  Wayne  Geddie,  born  June  12,  1946 
Alexandria  June  Geddie,  born  Aug.  10,  1944 

Ivan  Dee  Geddie  married  Virginia  Ellen  Cooper  on  Sept.  4, 
1954.  They  are  parents  of  William  Frederick  Geddie,  bom 
July  17,  1955,  and  Morgan  Wayne  Geddie,  born  Feb.  3,  1959, 
(youngest  in  book). 

Ruth  Anne  Geddie  was  married  Feb.  9,  1957  to  Robert 
Howard  Nunnally,  M.  D.  Dr.  Nunnally  is  with  the  Air 
Force,  Lakeland  Air  Force  Base  Hospital,  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  at  this  writing. 

Virgie  Viola  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  11,  1910,  and  died  October 
6,  1911 

Robert  Singleton  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  20,  1907,  and  married 
Alice  Childress.  They  are  the  parents  of  Robert  Gene  Geddie, 
who  was  born  May  19,  1932,  John  Jay  Geddie,  who  was  born 
Jan.  10,  1937,  and  James  Michael  Geddie,  born  May  19,  1943. 

Robert  Gene  Geddie  married  Norma  Mae  Allen,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Alice  Lenor  Geddie. 

Annie  Blanche  Geddie  was  bom  November  1,  1908,  and  was 
married  to  Lucius  D.  “BilF^  Thompson.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  John  Morris  Thompson,  and  James  Allen  Thompson. 

Joel  James  Geddie  was  born  July  9,  1863,  and  died  April  17,  1946. 
He  married  Emily  Jones  on  June  3,  1887.  Emily  Jones  was  born 
July  28,  1867,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1936.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Jessie  Parman  Geddie 
Lydia  Idell  Geddie 
Cora  Elizabeth  Geddie 
Lilly  Geddie 
Mary  Magdelene  Geddie 
Vina  Geddie 
Hester  Elza  .  Geddie 
Bura  Geddie 
Verda  Virginia  Geddie 
Otis  Maye  Geddie 
Mellie  Louella  Geddie 
June  Geddie 

Jessie  Parman  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  9,  1905,  and  on  Feb.  18, 
1928  married  Cola  L.  Harrison,  born  Oct.  17,  1904,  died  April 
28,  1958.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Harold  Roger  Geddie,  born  Feb.  21,  1930 


Billie  Joe  Geddie,  born  May  14,  1937 
Jesse  Gerald  Geddie,  born  Mar.  3,  1933 
Glenn  Autry  Geddie,  bom  Feb.  17,  1943 

Harold  Roger  Geddie  married  on  Sept.  15,  1949  Donnie  Odom, 
(born  May  20,  1931)  and  they  are  parents  of  Harold  Roger 
Geddie,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  22,  1952,  and  Derryle  Geddie,  bom 
May  5,  1955 

Billy  Joe  Geddie  is  unmarried. 

Jesse  Gerald  Geddie  on  Feb.  19,  1954  married  Vernell  Beech, 
who  was  born  May  11,  1934.  Their  children  are  Michael 
Dale  Geddie,  bom  April  28,  1957,  and  Danny  Erroll  Geddie, 
born  Oct.  29,  1958 

Glenn  Autry  Geddie  is  single. 

Lydia  Idell  Geddie  was  bom  July  12,  1888,  died  Sept.  30,  1934, 
and  was  married  to  Claude  J.  Shoms.  They  were  the  parents 
of: 

Lloyd  Shoms 
Troy  Shoms 
Annie  Lois  Shoms 
Belle  Shoms 
A  baby  who  died 
Mae  Ree  Shoms 
Valda  Shoms 
Imogene  Shoms 
Curtis  Cecil  Shoms 

Cora  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  born  in  December,  1890,  and  died 
August  28, 1955.  She  was  married  to  C.  T.  Turner  in  November 
1917.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Melba  Turner 
Emily  Turner 
Joyce  Turner 
Beldon  Turner 
Jewel  Turner 

Lilly  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  9,  1899  and  was  married  to  C.  L. 
Page  in  October,  1928.  They  were  the  parents  of  Martha  Ann 
Page. 

Mary  Magdolene  Geddie  was  born  June  24,  1892,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  W  .B.  Jones  on  April  26,  1919,  They  are  the  parents 
of: 

Agnes  Jones 
Kate  Jones 
Mary  Nell  Jones 
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Vina  Geddie  was  born  Nov,  22,  1897.  She  was  married  to  H. 
E.  Woodward  in  November  1928.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Geddie  Woodward 
Grady  Woodward 
May  Katherine  Woodward 

Hester  Elza  Geddie  was  born  Mar.  18,  1901,  and  was  married 
to  J.  V.  Odom  in  July  1928.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Jommie  Jean  Odom 
Patricia  Odom 
Nancy  Odom 
A  baby  who  died. 

Bura  Geddie  was  bom  August  26,  1896,  and  died  October  14, 
1896 

Verda  Virginia  Geddie  was  born  July  28,  1903,  and  was  married 
to  0.  F.  Noble  Oct.  4,  1921.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

James  Billie  Noble 
Max  Noble 
Robby  Dell  Noble 
John  Noble 

Otis  Maye  Geddie  was  born  July  22,  1907  and  was  married  to 
Walter  Friedman  in  1948 

Mellie  Louella  Geddie  was  born  March  6,  1894 

June  Geddie  is  the  baby  daughter  of  Joel  James  Geddie 

Ann  Geddie  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Geddie  and  Delilah 
Maxwell.  The  writer  has  no  information  on  her  marriage. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Geddie,  born  Feb.  22,  1869,  died  July  17,  1906, 
was  married  on  Dec.  4,  1878,  to  John  Davis  Morgan,  bom  Nov. 
1,  1866,  died  Aug.  30,  1936.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Van  Buren  Morgan,  born  Dec.  8,  1879 

Floyd  Newton  Morgan  and  Floy  Nebraska  Morgan  (twins) 
born  Nov.  6,  1881 

John  Felder  Morgan,  born  Feb.  6,  1884,  died  Sept.  11,  1904 
Joel  James  Morgan,  born  Nov.  9,  1886,  (deceased) 

Ira  Davis  Morgan  and  Ida  Rebekah  Morgan  (twins)  bom 
Nov.  10,  1888 

(Ira  Davis  Morgan  died  Nov.  29,  1962)  (Ida  Rebekah  M.  died 
July  8,  1907) 

Robert  Bertram  and  Berdie  Henrietta  Morgan  (twins)  born 
Dec.  20,  1890 

William  Alexander  Morgan,  bom  Aug.  8,  1893,  died  Jan.  26, 
1939 
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William  Gaines  Morgan,  born  Nov.  6,  1895 
Lee  Benjamin  Morgan,  born  June  19,  1898 
Violette  Virginia  Morgan,  born  July  4,  1901 

Other  daughters  of  Alexander  and  Delilah  Geddie  were  Mary 
Jane,  Emma,  Katherine,  and  Fannie 

Daniel  Geddie  (son  of  Alexander  Geddie,  b.  1792)  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  on  March  3,  1816.  He  died  October  3,  1884,  in 
Leon  County,  Florida.  He  married  Sallie  Ann  Oliver  who  was  bom 
August  11,  1821,  and  died  August  30,  1902  in  Tallahasse,  Fla.  They 
were  the  parents  of: 

Mary  Geddie 
Martha  Jane  Geddie 
Nancy  Geddie 

Missouri  Geddie,  who  died  as  a  baby 
William  C.  Geddie 
Thomas  J.  Geddie 

Mary  Geddie  was  married  to  Thomas  Burns,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Johnnie  Burns,  Alice  Burns,  Emma  Burns,  and  Tommie 
Burns 

Johnnie  Burns  married  Annie  Overstreet,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Robert  Lee  Burns 

Alice  Burns  was  married  to  Andrew  Finklea,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Johnnie,  Arthur,  Emma,  Dannie,  and  Ruby 
Finklea. 

Emma  Burns  (deceased) 

Tommie  Burns  married  Rose  Overstreet. 

Martha  Jane  Geddie  was  married  to  James  Holland 

Nancy  Geddie  was  married  to  Harrison  Fairbanks,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  Sarah  Fairbanks,  Ida  Fairbanks,  and  Benjamin 
Fairbanks 

Sarah  Fairbanks  was  married  to  Henry  Clay,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  Ellen,  Eva,  Ruth,  Clyde  and  Pauline  Clay. 

‘  Ellen  Clay  was  married  to  Lee  Roy  Walsh.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Lucille  Walsh 
Kathleen  Walsh 
Patrick  Walsh  (d) 

Theresa  Walsh 
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LuciUe  Walsh  was  married  to  Sam  C.  Fletcher,  a  civil 
engineer,  and  they  are  parents  of  Mary  Ellen  Fletcher  and 
Linda  Lou  Fletcher. 

Kathleen  Walsh  was  married  to  Ernest  Synoff,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Ernest  Synoff,  Jr.,  and  Lee  Roy  Patrick 
Synoff. 

Theresa  Walsh  was  married  to  William  E.  Morris,  and  they 
are  parents  of  three  children  who  died  in  infancy. 

Ruth  Clay  was  married  to  Dr.  J.  Herbert  Smith,  Army  sur¬ 
geon  (d)  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Herbert  Smith 
Ruth  Fairbanks  Smith 
James  A.  Smith 

Herbert  C.  Smith  served  in  the  Coast  Guard  in  World 
War  II. 

Ruth  Fairbanks  Smith  was  married  to  Rev.  William  E. 
Mitchell,  Baptist  minister,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Kathryn  Ruth  Mitchell 
Daniel  Fairbanks  Mitchell 
Susan  Ann  Mitchell 

James  A.  Smith  married  Bettie  Johnson,  and  they  are 
parents  of  one  child. 

Clyde  Clay  was  married  to  Joseph  Duncan  Smith  and  they 
are  parents  of  Joseph  William  Smith  who  died  in  infancy, 

Pauline  Clay  was  married  to  Churchill  Lee  Johnson  and 
they  are  parents  of  Sara  Johnson  who  married  Clayton 
Moore,  the  parents  of  Marvin  Moore,  Jackie  Moore,  Olga 
Moore,  and  Carrol  Moore. 

Ida  Fairbanks  was  married  to  Bert  Radford  (d),  and  married 
(2)  to  Billie  Bartow 

Benjamin  Fairbanks  married  -  Page,  and  they  were  the 

parents  of  Harrison  Fairbanks,  Laura  Fairbanks  and  Alma 
Fairbanks 

William  C.  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  1,  1846  and  died  July  18,  1936 
in  Tallahassee  Florida.  He  married  Mary  Jane  Hale  on  Nov. 
25,  1874.  Mary  Jane  Hale  was  born  April  24,  1852,  and  died 
Jan.  1,  1929.  They  were  the  parents  of: 
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Daniel  Bryon  Geddie 
Ruby  Geddie 

Daniel  Byron  Geddie  was  bom  Nov.  15,  1876,  and  died  Mar.  12, 
1924  in  Miami,  Florida.  He  married  Emma  Paramore  in  1898 

Ruby  Geddie  was  married  to  William  Fairbanks  (d)  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Theodore  Fairbanks.  Ruby  Geddie  Fair¬ 
banks  was  married  (2)  to  W.  T.  Richardson,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  Frederick  P.  Richardson 

Thomas  J.  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  13,  1850  and  died  June  1937  in 
Florida.  He  married  Emma  Atkins  on  December  12,  1873.  Emma 
Atkins  was  born  Mar.  8,  1850.  They  were  the  parents  of; 

Laura  Geddie 
Avin  0.  Geddie 
Roberta  Geddie 

Laura  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  14,  1875  and  was  married  to 
Charlie  W.  Richardson  in  June  1896.  Charlie  Richardson  died 
in  Jan.  1919  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Bessie  Richardson  who  was  married  to  James  Gramling. 

Avin  O.  Geddie  married  Mollie  Sharritt  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Henry  Geddie  and  T.  J.  Geddie. 

Henry  Geddie  married  Alta  Holly  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  Mary  Claudette  Geddie.  Henry  married  (2)  Laura 
Thompson.  Mary  Claudette  was  married  to  Ronald  E.  Spikers 

T.  J.  Geddie  was  bora  July  1905  and  married  Vera  Price. 
They  were  the  parents  of: 

Ola  Berta  Geddie 
Laura  Geddie 
Irene  Geddie 
George  Geddie 
Vernon  Geddie 
Thomas  James  Geddie 

Roberta  Geddie  was  married  to  L.  E.  Atkinson  (Parents  of  a 
daughter  who  was  married  to  Sam  Hutchins) 

James  Geddie,  son  of  Alexander  Geddie  (bora  1792)  and  Anna 
(McMillan)  Geddie  lived  near  Bastrop,  Louisiana.  He  married  and 
was  the  father  of  two  daughters.  His  wife  died,  and  he  married 
(2)  and  was  the  father  of  three  more  daughters.  No  information 
is  available  on  this  family. 

Joel  Geddie  was  the  son  of  Alexander  Geddie  (b.  1792)  and  his 
second  wife,  the  name  of  whom  is  not  available.  Joel  Geddie 
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married,  lived  in  Georgia,  and  was  the  father  of  Jo  Anna  Geddie, 
and  Rebecca  Geddie,  who  was  married  to  Joe  Wade. 

Other  children  of  Alexander  Geddie  (b.  1792)  and  his  second  wife 
‘  were : 

Ellen  M.  Geddie  who  was  married  to  Amos  Britt 

Lizzie  Geddie  who  was  married  to  -  Burns 

Mary  Geddie  who  was  married  to -  Davis 

Amanda  Geddie  who  was  married  to  John  Boatwright 


A  daughter  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  (McPhail)  Geddie  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Alexander  McAllister.  They  were  the  parents  of  Katie  Mc¬ 
Allister.  This  may  be  the  same  Alexander  McAllister  who  was  one 
of  the  first  Elders  of  the  Old  Bluff  Presbyterian  Church  near  Wade, 
North  Carolina. 


Elizabeth  Geddie,  daughter  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  (McPhail) 
Geddie  was  married  to  Alexander  McKeithan  in  June  1816. 


James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.  (or  II)  married  -  Maxwell,  and  they 

were  the  parents  of: 

William  McPhail  Geddie 
John  Geddie 
Elizabeth  Geddie 
Thomas  Geddie 
Gabriel  Geddie 
James  Daniel  Geddie  (III) 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie 

William  McPhail  Geddie  was  born  December  5,  1809,  and  died  Sept. 
16,  1881.  He  married  Agnes  (Nancy)  McPhail,  daughter  of  Doug- 
ald  McPhail  and  Isabella  Murphy,  and  his  first  cousin.  Agnes 
‘Nancy”  McPhail  Geddie  was  born  December  26,  1808,  and  died 
June  4,  1851.  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie  and  Agnes  McPhail  were 
married  on  May  1,  1833.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie 
William  McPhail  Geddie,  Jr. 

John  Geddie 

Dougald  Alexander  Geddie 
Gabriel  Geddie 
James  Daniel  Geddie 
Jeanette  Isabella  Geddie 
Bennet  Geddie 
Thomas  Archibald  Geddie 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  23,  1834  and  died 
Feb  4,  1908.  She  was  married  to  a  cousin,  William  J.  McPhail, 
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who  was  born  Jan.  7,  1828  and  who  died  December  13,  1896. 
Married  Oct.  5,.  1858,  they  were  parents  of: 

Emma  Elizabeth  McPhail,  born  Dec.  1,  1862,  died  April,  1863. 
Infant  Son  born  and  died  Sept.  8,  1865. 

Hugh  Alexander  McPhail,  born  July  18,  1859,  died  May  25, 
1910. 

Hugh  Alexander  McPhail  married  Rachael  Isabella  Cook 
(born  Mar.  20,  1865,  died  June  20,  1931)  on  Nov.  21,  1889. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  children: 

Mary  Jane  (Janie)  McPhail 
Maggie  Belle  McPhail 

Josephine  McPhail,  bom  April  12,  1894,  died  Oct.  31,  1918 
Edward  Augustus  McPhail 

Josiah  Cook  McPhail,  born  Sept.  2,  1898,  Died,  Jan.  8,  1903 
William  James  McPhail,  born  Mar.  5,  1897,  died  Jan.  16, 
1899 

Emaline  McPhail 
Infant  Son,  born  and  died  1902 
Ethel  Marsh  McPhail 
Rebecca  McPhail 

Mary  Jane  McPhail  was  born  Aug.  19,  1890,  and  was 
married  to  James  Alexander  Bain  (born  Sept.  29,  1882) 
on  June  24,  1909.  To  them  were  born: 

Hugh  McPhail  Bain,  born  April  25,  1910 
Infant  daughter,  born  and  died  Mar.  20,  1917 
Infant  daughter,  born  and  died  Feb.  15,  1923 
Percy  Alexander  Bain,  born  Jan.  17,  1913 

Maggie  Belle  McPhail  was  born  Aug.  12,  1892,  and  was 
married  to  Thomas  Marvin  Williams  (born  Aj)ril  28,  1889, 
died  July  19,  1923)  on  Oct.  2,  1915.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Charles  Douglas  Williams 
Seth  Robinson  Williams 
Josephine  Williams 
Joe  Cook  Williams 

Sarah  Isabella  Williams  born  June  22,  1924,  died  May 
11,  1925 

Charles  Douglas  Williams  was  born  Nov.  20,  1917,  and 
married  Lillie  Mae  Lee  (born  Oct.  2,  1916)  on  Oct.  7, 
1945.  (Lillie  Mae  Lee  had  two  children  by  a  previous 
marriage,  namely  Juanita  Madora  Lee,  born  Aug.  18, 
1934,  and  Charles  Avery  Lee,  born  Mar.  8,  1937,  died 
Nov.  13,  1950) 
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Josephine  Williams  was  born  May  28,  1919,  and  was 
married  to  Albert  Clydeville  Autry  (born  Nov.  8,  1913) 
one  June  28,  1936.  They  are  parents  of  Mary  Puller 
Autry,  born  July  23,  1937. 

Joe  Cook  Williams,  born  May  11,  1922,  married  Catherine 
Guin  (born  June  28,  1923)  on  May  15,  1946.  They  are 
parents  of  Mary  Joe  Williams,  born  Dec.  10,  1948. 

Seth  Robinson  Williams  was  bom  March  16,  1927,  and 
married  Doris  Lucas  (b.  May  6,  1928)  on  Feb.  20,  1949 

Josephine  McPhail  was  born  April  12,  1894,  and  died  Oct. 
21,  1918.  She  was  married  on  Jan  28,  1914  to  William 
Robert  Holmes,  born  August  12,  1895.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Patsy  Elizabeth  Holmes,  born  June  18,  1915 
Margaret  Josephine  Holmes,  bom  Jan.  2,  1918 

Patsy  Elizabeth  Holmes  was  married  on  April  9,  1933  to 
Earl  Cooper,  born  Jan.  21,  1909.  To  this  union  were 
born: 

Robert  Earl  Cooper,  born  Jan.  30,  1934 
James  McPhail  Cooper,  born  July  13,  1953 

Robert  Earl  Cooper  married  on  Dec.  29,  1952,  Shirley 
Beard,  born  Jan.  18,  1935.  To  them  were  bom; 

Infant  son  born  and  died  May  24,  1955 
Robbie  Cooper,  born  Mar.  22,  1957 

Margaret  Josephine  Holmes  was  married  on  Aug.  12, 
1945  to  Steven  Suderski,  born  June  21,  1914.  They  are 
the  parents  of: 

Mary  Ann  Suderski,  born  Nov.  17,  1946 
John  Howard  Suderski,  bom  and  died  Feb.  7,  1951 
Norman  Wayne  Suderski,  born  Feb.  7,  1951 
Howard  Gleen  Suderski,  bom  Dec.  20,  1953 
Sharon  Lyn  Suderski,  born  Feb.  4,  1955 

Edward  Augustus  McPhail  was  born  Nov.  14,  1895  and  on 
Sept.  29,  1935  married  Docia  Register,  who  was  born  May 
29,  1903.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Peggy  Ann  McPhail,  born  Aug.  11,  1936 
Edward  Augustus  McPhail,  Jr.,  bom  Dec.  22,  1937 
Hugh  Alexander  McPhail,  born  Nov.  24,  1939 

Emaline  McPhail  was  born  Nov.  14,  1900  and  was  married 


on  April  22,  1917  to  Richard  Thomas  Walker,  bom  Feb. 
12,  1929.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Rachael  Walker 
Richard  Alexander  Walker 
Hugh  McPhail  Walker 
Melba  Elizabeth  Walker 

Rachael  Walker  was  bom  Feb.  27,  1918,  and  on  Jan.  3, 
1942  was  married  to  DeRoy  Carlyle  Royal,  bom  May 
23,  1911.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Rachael  Kay  Royal,  born  Feb.  21,  1945 
Terry  Carlyle  Royal,  bom  Sept.  27,  1951 
Michael  Dale  Royal,  bom  May  2,  1956 

Richard  Alexander  “Bill”  Walker  was  bom  June  11, 
1920,  and  on  Dec.  10,  1939  married  Edith  Veronica 
House,  born  Oct.  17,  1920.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Patricia  Elizabeth  Walker,  born  July  14,  1940 
Jean  Emaline  Walker,  bom  Nov.  14,  1943 
Martha  Ann  Walker,  born  May  16,  1950 
Mary  Lynn  Walker,  born  July  24,  1956 
David  Richard  Walker,  born  Dec.  20,  1957 

Hugh  McPhail  Walker  was  bom  Aug.  15,  1923,  and  on 

Aug.  11,  19 -  married  Ettrice  Irene  Royal,  (sister  to 

Rachel  Walker’s  husband)  who  was  born  Oct.  10,  1922. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Richard  Thomas  Walker  II,  b.  May  25,  1949, 

Charlotte  Ann  Walker,  born  Mar.  15,  1956 

Melba  Elizabeth  Walker  was  born  July  14,  1929,  and  on 
Dec.  20,  1947  was  married  to  William  Norman  Tyndall, 
born  Oct.  9,  1926.  They  are  parents  of: 

Harriet  Elizabeth  Tyndall,  b.  Jan.  11,  1954 
William  Walker  Tyndall,  b.  July  31,  1955 

Ethel  Marsh  McPhail  was  bom  June  22,  1904,  and  on  Jan.  8, 
1920  was  married  to  William  Robert  Holmes,  who  was 
bom  Aug.  12,  1895.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Ethel  Doris  Holmes 
William  Robert  Holmes,  Jr. 

Helen  Marsh  Holmes 
Kenneth  Taylor  Holmes 
Seavy  Lee  Holmes 

Lucy  Lane  Holmes  b.  Apr.  15,  1931;  d.  June  10,  1931 
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Ethel  Doris  Holmes  was  born  Nov.  6,  1920,  and  on  July 
18,  1942,  was  married  to  Ferrell  Williams,  who  was 
born  Aug.  31,  1922.  They  are  parents  of  Phyllis  Marie 
Williams,  born  Dec.  5,  1954 

William  Robert  Holmes  was  born  Aug.  31,  1922  and  on 
Aug.  8,  1942  married  Sallie  Garris,  who  was  born  on 
Sept.  15,  1925.  They  are  parents  of: 

Glen  Edward  Holmes,  b.  Jan.  7,  1944 
Haywood  Michael  Holmes,  b.  June  27,  1927,  died  July 
23,  1954 

Polly  Elizabeth  Holmes,  b.  Nov.  4,  1955,  died  Feb. 
3,  1956 

Randy  Garris  Holmes,  b.  April  23,  1957 

Helen  Marsh  Holmes,  bom  Oct.  27,  1924,  was  married 
on  Oct.  9,  1944  to  Arthur  Francis  LaGetta,  who  was 
born  May  12,  1921.  They  are  parents  of  Cecelia  La¬ 
Getta,  born  April  18,  1946,  and  William  Joseph  La¬ 
Getta,  born  May  27,  1949 

Kenneth  Taylor  Holmes  was  born  May  16,  1928,  and  on 
Dec.  15,  1948  married  Mary  Lucas. 

William  Robert  Holmes  married  (1)  Josephine  McPhail, 
sister  to  Ethel  Marsh  McPhail,  whom  he  married  (2)  after 
Josephine^s  death. 

Rebecca  McPhail  was  born  Feb.  18,  1906  and  on  Sept.  22, 
1934  was  married  to  Shelton  Woodrow  Smith,  who  was 
born  June  2,  1913.  They  are  parents  of: 

Mary  Rachel  Smith 

Reba  Ann  Smith 

Richard  Thomas  Smith 

Infant  son  born  and  died  April  7,  1940 

Mary  Rachel  Smith  was  born  Feb.  18,  1936  and  on  July 
16,  1955  was  married  to  Euland  Thomas  Baker,  who  was 
born  Dec.  12,  1935.  They  are  parents  of: 

Anthony  Euland  Baker,  born  Nov.  3,  1956 

Reba  Ann  Smith  was  born  Mar.  26,  1939,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  Nov.  16,  1957  to  John  Andrew  McCormick,  who 
was  born  Nov.  11,  1936 

William  McPhail  Geddie,  Jr.  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorn  Hill,  Va.,  in  the  Civil  War,  and  no  trace  of  him  was 
ever  found. 
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John  Geddie:  No  information  is  available  on  John  Geddie 

Dougald  Alexander  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  28,  1843,  and  died 
November  11,  1903.  He  married  Charlotte  B.  Melvin  (born 
Jan.  28,  1857;  died  Dec.  19,  1928)  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children: 

Herbert  Geddie 
Mary  Catherine  Geddie 
Jeanette  Geddie 
Alexander  Geddie 
Jack  Geddie 
Stacy  J.  Geddie 
Jessie  Geddie 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie 
Sallie  Geddie 

Herbert  Geddie  married  Josephine  - ,  and  they  were  the 

parents  of: 

Herman  Geddie 
Mande  Geddie 
Ellen  Geddie 
Leighton  Geddie 
Gladys  Geddie 
Millard  Geddie 

Herman  Geddie  married  Abbie  Anderson,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Herman  Geddie,  Jr.,  and  Peggy  Jo  Geddie 

Mande  Geddie  was  married  to  Clarence  Autry,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Rachael,  Albert,  Leonard,  Nina,  Hilda, 
Norma  and  Freddie  Autry 

The  writer  has  no  information  on  Ellen  Geddie 

Leighton  Geddie  married  D.  Leone  Williford 

Gladys  Geddie  was  married  to  Alton  Kinlaw,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Betty  and  Brenda  Kinlaw 

Millard  Geddie  married  Rose  Cantalupe. 

Mary  Catherine  Geddie  (b.  Mar.  13,  1876;  d.  July  25,  1906) 
was  married  to  Jasper  Bates  McPhail,  b.  Jan.  30,  1871,  d. 
Feb.  14,  1949  and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

James  R  .McPhail 
Eunice  Pearl  McPhail 
Jennie  Bell  McPhail 

James  R.  McPhail  married  Margaret  Smith,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Douglas  and  Larry  McPhail 
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Eunice  Pearl  McPhail  was  married  to  James  C.  Williams, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  James  McNeill  Williams  born 
Apr.  18,  1932  and  Jasper  Caleb  Williams,  born  Aug.  20, 
1930.  James  McNeill  Williams  married  Jeanette  K.  Holmes 
on  May  24,  1953.  They  are  parents  of  Mary  Jeanette  Wil¬ 
liams,  bom  Nov.  19,  1958 

Jennie  Bell  McPhail  was  married  to  John  Richard  Sexton 
(who  was  born  May  23,  1904).  They  are  the  parents  of: 

John  R.  Sexton,  Jr. 

Leah  Kathryn  Sexton 

John  R.  Sexton  Jr.,  (mechanical  engineer)  married 
Martha  Hare,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Martha  L3nin 
Sexton,  bom  June  23,  1953,  and  Debra  Jean  Sexton, 
bom  Aug.  29,  1964 

Leah  Kathryn  Sexton  was  married  to  James  Wayland 
Ivey,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Karen  Rene  Ivey, 
bom  June  19,  1968 

Jeanette  Geddie  was  married  to  Billy  Autry,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of: 

Katie  Autry 
Carson  Autry 
Maxie  Autry 
Warren  Autry 

Katie  Autry  was  married  to  Emmett  Fisher,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Stanford  Fisher. 

Carson  Autry  married  Margaret  Murphy,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Jeanette,  Robert,  and  Sandra  Autry 

Maxie  Autry  married  Violet - and  they  are  the  parents 

of  John  and  Charlotte  Autry. 

Warren  Autry  married  Myrtle  Bunce,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Harding  Autry. 

Alexander  Hill  Geddie  was  bom  November  2,  1883,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Emily  Alice  McLaurin,  (bom  Oct.  2,  1886)  on  Feb.  21, 
1906.  They  are  the  parent^  of: 

Viola  Geddie 
John  Geddie 
Bertha  Geddie 
Wilbert  Geddie 
Olive  Geddie 
Mildred  Geddie 
Faye  Geddie 
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Viola  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  14,  1906,  and  was  married  to 
Leon  Culbreth  on  Aug.  27,  1926.  Viola  Geddie  Culbreth 
died  Sept.  22,  1941.  They  are  the  parents  of  Donnie,  Jack, 
Dougald,  Kenneth  and  Fulton  Culbreth. 

Donnie  Culbreth  married  Bessie  Mae  Williams,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

James  Donald  Culbreth 

John  Alexander  Culbreth  (triplet) 

Jeffrey  Lynn  Culbreth  (triplet) 

Joseph  Mark  Culbreth  (triplet) 

Dougald  Culbreth  married  Pansy  Presler,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Michael,  Larry,  and  Teresa  Viola  Culbreth 

Jack  Culbreth  married  Sara  Neal  Grey  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Crystal  Culbreth.  Jack  Culbreth  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  Alreta  Bunce  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
Tommy  Gulbreth. 

Kenneth  Culbreth  married  Donna  Foss  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Steven  Ray  Culbreth,  born  May  5,  1958 

John  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  30,  1913,  and  married  Grace 
Williams  on  Sept.  22,  1935.  They  are  the.  parents  of: 

Linda  Rose  and  Margaret  Alice  Geddie 

Bertha  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  13,  1911,  and  was  married 
to  Clayton  Ivey  on  Jan.  4,  1942. 

Wilbert  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  20,  1918  and  married  Pearl 
Holmes  on  Dec.  20,  1936.  They  are  the  parents  of  Pat¬ 
ricia  and  Harold  Geddie 

Olive  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  24,  1919,  and  married  Lilly 
Eckblom  on  April  13,  1946.  They  are  the  parents  of 
Janet  Faye  Geddie,  born  July  29,  1958 

Mildred  Geddie  was  bom  Feb.  13,  1923 

Faye  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  3,  1925,  and  was  married  to 
Hiram  Hall  on  March  7,  1948 

Jack  Geddie  married  Virginia  Williford,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Thomas  Geddie 
Dorothy  Geddie 
Margaret  Geddie 
Ben  Geddie 
Dave  Geddie 
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Thomas  Geddie  married  Gertrude  King,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Marie,  Ruth,  Thomas,  and  Betty  Geddie 

Margaret  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Melvin,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Betty  Jane  and  Jack  Arthur  Melvin 

Stacy  J.  Geddie  married  Annie  Leslie  Williford.  They  are 
the  parents  of  R.  Maxwell  and  Fairley  Geddie 

Jessie  Geddie  was  married  to  Emmett  Beard,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of: 

Mary  Elizabeth  Beard,  born  Aug.  30,  1916 
Griffin  Beard,  born  Dec.  7,  1919 
Earl  Geddie  Beard,  born  Aug.  15,  1926 
Emmett  Beard,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  19,  1929 
Gilliam  Beard,  bom  Mar.  14,  1936 

Mary  Elizabeth  Beard  was  married  to  Wiley  Leighton 
Bunce,  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Mary  Elizabeth  Bunce,  born  Nov.  7,  1942 
Wiley  Leighton  Bunce,  Jr.,  born  May  15,  1944 
John  Oscar  Bunce,  born  Oct.  15,  1954 

Griffin  Beard  married  Margaret  Cain  on  Sept.  19,  1936, 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Derrick  Beard,  born  Mar.  30,  1939 
Dorma  Louise  Beard,  born  July  15,  1943 

Earl  Geddie  Beard  married  Wynona  Moore  on  Nov.  5,  1944, 
and  they  are  parents  of  Laura  Lynn  Beard,  born  Nov.  4, 
1948 

Emmett  Beard,  Jr.  married  Mildred  Musselwhite  April  11, 
1952,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Donnie  Beard,  born  1953 

Emmett  Beard,  Jr.  born  Feb.  11,  1954 

William  Ernest  Beard,  born  Sept.  30,  1956 

Gilliam  Beard  is  in  U.  S.  Navy  in  Japan  at  this  writing. 

Margaret  Elizabeth  “Bettie”  Geddie  was  born  Mar.  13,  1891, 
and  on  Dec.  20,  1914,  was  married  to  William  Steven  Autry, 
who  was  born  Mar.  5,  1893.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Elsie  Louise  Autry,  born  Nov.  14,  1915 
Annie  Lou  Autry,  born  April  30,  1919 
Doris  Elizabeth  Autry,  born  Sept.  29,  1921 
William  Geddie  Autry,  bom  Mar.  13,  1925,  died  Apr.  19, 
1925 

Elena  Evelyn  Autry,  born  April  23,  1926 
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Elsie  Louise  Autry  was  married  April  21,  1935,  to  George 
Braxton  McLaurin 

Annie  Lou  Autry  was  married  to  Willis  Fletcher  Mc¬ 
Laurin 

Doris  Elizabeth  Autry  was  married  on  June  7,  1939,  to 
William  A.  Edwards.  They  are  parents  of: 

Donald  Faye  Edwards,  born  Dec.  4,  1940 
William  A.  Edwards,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  24,  1942 
Janet  Elizabeth  Edwards,  born  Feb.  25,  1944 
Raymond  Michael  Edwards,  born  Mar.  9,  1948 
James  Robert  Edwards,  born  Sept.  15,  1949 
David  Bruce  Edwards,  born  Sept.  11,  1950 
Victoria  Jean  Edwards,  born  Nov.  23,  1955 

Elena  Evelyn  Autry  was  married  Mar.  1947  to  James  Lee 
Baker. 

Sallie  Cleveland  Geddie  was  born  July  2,  1885  and  on  July 
25  1906  was  married  to  Hugh  Alexander  Sessoms,  who  was 
born  on  July  24,  1884.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Pluma  Lois  Sessoms,  born  Aug.  2,  1907 

William  Alexander  Sessoms,  born  Dec.  8,  1909 

Janie  Catherine  Sessoms,  born  Mar.  11,  1914 

Esta  Mae  Sessoms,  born  Sept.  10,  1916 

Clara  LaVonne  Sessoms,  born  Sept.  22,  1919 

Don  Geddie  Sessoms,  born  Aug.  27,  1923 

Alfred  McKeithan  Sessoms,  born  Aug.  22,  1926 

Sallie  Louise  Sessoms,  born  Mar.  27,  1925,  d.  July  9,  1926. 

Pluma  Lois  Sessoms  was  married  to  Woodie  Hendrix  on 
Sept.  10,  1927 

William  Alexander  Sessoms  married  Patricia  Allen  on 
Feb.  27,  1946 

Janie  Catherine  Sessoms  was  married  to  Eulon  Culbreth 
on  Aug.  13,  1930,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Martha  Vivian  Culbreth,  born  Nov.  14,  1931 
Betty  Jean  Culbreth,  born  Apr.  14,  1933 
Norma  Culbreth,  born  Oct.  22,  1935 
Eulon  Weldell  Culbreth,  born  Sept.  12,  1938 
Larry  Hold  Culbreth,  born  July  6,  1941 
Mary  Catherine  Culbreth,  born  June  24,  1944 

Martha  Vivian  Culbreth  was  married  to  Frank  lacino 
on  Dec.  17,  1949.  They  are  parents  of: 

Frank  lacino,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  7,  1950 


173 


Melody  Lynn  lacino,  bom  Mar.  17,  1964 

Betty  Jean  Culbreth  was  married  to  Dennis  S.  Hutchin¬ 
son  on  Sept.  23,  1960.  They  are  parents  of: 

Emma  Kaye  Hutchinson,  born  Dec.  20,  1961 
Deborah  Jean  Hutchinson,  bom  Oct.  22,  1966 
Lora  Denise  Hutchinson,  bom  Aug.  30,  1963 

Norma  Culbreth  was  married  to  Rex  Izzell  on  Oct.  16, 
1964.  They  are  parents  of: 

Michael  Rex  Izzell,  born  Dec.  16,  1966 
Phillip  Anthony  Izzell,  born  Mar.  11,  1968 

Eulon  Wendell  Culbreth  married  Dorothy  Wilson  on 
May  27,  1956.  They  are  parents  of: 

Wendell  Antonio  Culbreth,  born  Nov.  26,  1966 
Gina  Carol  Culbreth,  bom  Sept.  23,  1968 

Esta  Mae  Sessoms  was  married  to  Cecil  McLaurin  on  April 
12,  1936.  They  are  parents  of: 

Mary  Elaine  McLaurin,  bom  May  25,  1937,  who  was 
married  to  Johnny  Walters  on  Sept.  17,  1956 
Nancy  Jo  McLaurin,  bom  Sept.  27,  1939 
Janice  McLaurin,  born  Mar.  4,  1947 
Cecil  Franklin  McLaurin,  bom  Aug.  22,  1943 
Jerry  Wayne  McLaurin,  bom  Nov.  14,  1953 

Clara  LaVonne  Sessoms  was  married  to  Curtis  Beard  on 
June  17,  1939.  They  are  parents  of: 

Benson  Curtis  Beard,  born  Oct.  13,  1946 
Connie  Keith  Beard,  bom  Feb.  13,  1958 

Don  Geddie  Sessoms  was  married  to  Robert  S.  Williams, 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Robert  S.  Williams,  Jr.  born  April  20,  1945 
Ronald  Steven  Williams,  born  Aug.  21,  1953  (twin) 
Randall  Scott  Williams,  born  Aug.  21,  1953  (twin) 

Robin  Sue  Williams,  born  Nov.  14,  1955 

Alfred  McKeithan  Sessoms  married  Berline  Faircloth  on 
Aug.  21,  1948 

Gabriel  Geddie,  son  of  William  McPhail  and  Nancy  Geddie,  was 
born  May  18,  1841,  and  was  unmarried.  He  was  wounded  at 
McKenicksville  during  the  Civil  War  on  June  26,  1862,  and  died 
of  wounds  July  8,  1862  at  Central  Depot  Hospital,  Richmond,  Va. 


James  Daniel  Geddie,  son  of  Wm.  McPhail  and  Nancy  Geddie,  was 
bom  August  14,  1839,  and  died  November  15,  1917.  He  married 
Sarah  C.  Melvin  on  Feb.  21,  1877.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

William  Edgar  Geddie 
James  A  Geddie 
Annie  E.  Geddie 
Charlotte  B.  Geddie 
Mary  E.  Geddie 
Henry  G.  Geddie 
Harriet  J.  Geddie 

William  Edgar  “Will’^  Geddie  was  bom  Jan.  4,  1878.  He 
married  Susan  C.  McCaskill  (D.  Nov.  13,  1954),  on  May  22, 
1910.  They  are  the  parents  of  Harold  A.  Geddie,  who  was 
born  July  3,  1912,  and  William  J.  Geddie,  bom  June  18,  1918. 

James  A.  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  10,  1879,  and  married  Belle 
Bulla.  They  are  the  parents  of  James  Curtis  Geddie. 

Annie  E.  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  21,  1882,  and  died  in  1890. 

Charlotte  B.  Geddie  was  bom  March  8,  1886,  and  was  married 
to  F.  B.  Owen.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  names 
of  whom  are  not  available  at  this  writing. 

Mary  E.  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  6.  1888,  and  was  married  to 
W.  H.  Bryant.  They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  names  of 
whom  are  not  available  at  this  writing. 

Henry  G.  Geddie  was  bom  Sept.  9,  1889,  and  died  Sept.,  1890. 

Harriet  J.  Geddie  was  born  April  23,  1892,  and  was  married  to 
Hugh  Bulla  on  Dec.  10,  1914.  They  are  the  parents  of  Hazel 
Bulla,  born  Sept.  20,  1915;  Barbara  Bulla,  bom  Aug.  5,  1919; 
Roxie  Bulla,  bom  Oct.  24,  1923;  Leta  Grey  Bulla,  born  Aug.  20, 
1927;  and  George  Hector  Bulla,  bom  June  18,  1930. 

Jeanette  Isabella  Geddie  was  bom  in  1846,  and  was  married  to 
Erastus  Cain.  There  was  no  issue  from  this  marriage. 

There  is  no  information  available  on  Bennet  Geddie. 

Thomas  Archibald  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  1,  1850,  and  died  Feb. 
14,  1933.  He  married  Caroline  Springfield  (born  1851,  died  June 
29,  1931)  on  Dec.  20,  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Mary  Agnes  Geddie 
Lela  Catherine  Geddie 
James  Edwin  Geddie 
Thomas  Curtis  Geddie 
William  Adrian  Geddie 
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Mary  Agnes  Geddie  was  born  December  4,  1883,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Henry  Beard  (b.  1885,  died  Dec.  14,  1953)  on  May  2, 
1920.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Harry  Geddie  Beard  and  Mary  Carolyn  Beard 

Harry  Geddie  Beard  was  born  August  30,  1921.  He  served 
in  the  U.S.  Air  Forces  during  World  War  II,  and  is  a  school 
teacher,  teaching  at  this  writing  at  State  College,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  He  married  Verness  Manners  on  Dec.  4,  1948,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Carol  Elizabeth  Beard,  born  March  17,  1953. 

Mary  Carolyn  Beard  was  born  Feb.  27,  1923,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  James  Bowden  Smith  on  Jan.  7,  1945.  They  are  the 
parents  of  Suellen  Smith,  born  Jan.  22,  1947;  John  Bowden 
Smith,  born  Jan.  7,  1948;  and  Curtis  Beard  Smith,  born  July 
12,  1953. 

Lela  Catherine  Geddie  was  born  in  1886,  and  died  Dec.  7,  1956. 
Her  contribution  to  this  Geddie  genealogy  is  unestimable.  Her 
tireless  explanations  of  the  old  letters,  writing  letters,  talk¬ 
ing  to  Geddie  kin,  loaning  the  writer  a  packet  of  letters  to 
keep  until  the  Geddie  genealogy  comes  to  a  finalized  close, 
letters  which  have  been  instrumental  in  solving  the  mysteries 
of  the  past.  These  letters  were  written  to  her  grandfather 
and  mother,  William  McPhail  and  Nancy  Geddie,  from  James 
Alexander  and  Mary  Margaret  Geddie,  and  other  Geddies.  It 
is  through  these  old  letters  that  John,  Tom,  Dougald,  James 
Daniel,  and  Alexander  were  tied  together  as  brothers. 

James  Edwin  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  20,  1888  and  died  Aug. 
19,  1911. 

Thomas  Curtis  Geddie  was  born  April  13,  1891  and  died  April 
23,  1913. 

William  Adrian  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  11,  1893,  and  died  on 
Jan.  16,  1895. 

John  Geddie,  son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.,  (II)  went  to  Ala¬ 
bama  from  North  Carolina,  married  and  to  the  union  were  born 
several  children.  His  wife  died,  and  he  died  soon  afterward,  and 
the  children  were  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  losing  contact  with 
each  other.  It  is  believed  that  among  the  children  were  Daniel 
Marion  Geddie,  the  youngster  who  attempted  to  stow  away  on  the 
covered  wagons  being  led  to  Texas  by  the  writer’s  great  grand¬ 
father,  James  Alexander  Geddie;  and  others,  it  is  believed,  were 
Alex  and  Jack  Geddie. 

Elizabeth  Geddie  was  married  to  a  -  Phares. 
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Thomas  Geddie  went  to  Alabama,  and  had  some  offspring,  but 
no  information  is  available  on  them. 

Gabriel  Geddie,  son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.  (II)  went  to  Ala¬ 
bama  from  North  Carolina.  According  to  the  writer’s  great  grand¬ 
father,  he  was  the  only  Geddie  who  ever  got  rich.  He  built  up 
quite  a  business  for  himself,  became  a  large  landowner.  But 
legend  has  it  that  he  lived  like  a  miser,  was  anti-social,  and  did 
not  like  any  of  the  finer  things  or  comforts  of  life.  He  is  the 
Gabriel  Geddie  who  tried  to  ride  between  Daniel  McPhail  and 
Isabella  Geddie  on  their  way  home  from  Old  Bluff  Church  during 
their  courting  days.  He  died  in  1865. 

James  Daniel  Geddie  (III),  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie, 
Jr.  (II)  He  went  to  Alabama  from  North  Carolina.  He  had  at 
least  one  son,  James  Daniel  Geddie  (IV),  who  wrote  a  letter  in 
1869  to  Wm.  McPhail  and  Nancy  Geddie,  addressed  “Dear  Aunt 
Nancy,”  in  which  he  listed  a  number  of  genealogical  gems.  He 
mentions  his  uncles  John,  Gabriel,  Thomas,  “Old  Uncle  Dougald 
and  Aunt  Sally,”  and  others.  This  letter  contained  an  imprint  of 
an  old  wooden  sailing  ship,  on  top  of  which  perched  a  sea  gull, 
and  on  the  left  side  of  which  was  the  branch  of  a  tree,  perhaps 
an  olive  branch.  It  is  believed  that  this  emblem  —  imprinted  into 
the  paper  on  which  the  letter  was  written  —  was  the  designation 
of  James  Daniel  Geddie  (I)  who  came  from  Scotland  and  handed, 
it  down  through  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr.  (II),  and  through  James 
Daniels  .i,III)  and  (IV).  This  wooden  sailing  ship,  an  emblem  of 
ship  builders,  induces  the  writer  to  believe  that  the  original  James 
Daniel  Geddie  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Garmouth  or  Kingston- 
on-Spey,  Morayshire,  Scotland  —  the  home  of  the  Geddie  ship 
builders  and  coopers.  Therefore,  the  circumstantial  evidence  of 
relation  to  the  Geddies  of  Scotland  today  is  a  emphatic  one  to 
the  writer.  James  Daniel  III  may  have  been  the  Geddie  shot 
through  the  window  of  his  home  by  a  savage  Indian  in  Alabama. 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie,  Jr. 
(II),  and  a  brother  to  William  McPhail  Geddie  and  others  men¬ 
tioned  directly  above.  He  was  born  in  North  Carolina  where  he 
married  his  first  cousin,  Christian  Geddie,  daughter  of  “Big”  John 
Geddie,  on  April  15,  1843.  Soon  after  marriage  they  went  to 
Alabama  and  settled  down.  A  neighbor  was  caught  stealing  some¬ 
thing,  perhaps  some  hogs,  from  Robert  Alexander  Geddie,  and  the 
latter  called  him  a  thief  and  took  him  to  court.  The  judge  would 
not  allow  Robert  Alexander  Geddie  to  present  the  facts  of  the 
matter  in  court,  and  the  thief  in  turn  sued  Robert  Alexander  for 
libel.  Robert  Alexander  could  not  introduce  the  evidence  in  this 
trial  that  the  man  had  stolen  from  him,  and  so  lost  the  libel  case. 
He  swore  he  would  not  live  in  any  state  in  which  truth  could  not 
be  part  of  a  court  suit,  and  moved  on  to  Louisiana,  where  on  Dec. 
5,  1882,  he  had  lived  in  Morehouse  Parish,  Eton  Postoffice,  for 
more  than  30  years.  Robert  Alexander  and  Christian  (Geddie) 
Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 
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John  Geddie 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie,  Jr. 

Jane  Geddie 
Mary  Catherine  Geddie 
Jeanette  Ann  Geddie 
Alec  Geddie 
Martha  Geddie 
Christian  Geddie 

John  Geddie  married  Lula  Williams,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  Maggie  Geddie,  who  married  Jim  Hester;  Bertha  Geddie,  who 
married  James  Farrar;  Sallie  Geddie  who  married  Emmett  Gul- 
ledge;  and  Emma  Geddie  who  married  Ben  Carter. 

Robert  Alexander  Geddie,  Jr.  married  Sadie  Broadnax  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

Merle  Geddie,  who  married  Carl  Cain,  and  who  are  the  parents 
of  Harold  and  Anita  Cain. 

Ledelle  Geddie,  who  married  Oreilla  Griffin  and  who  are  the 
parents  of  Ledelle  Geddie,  Jr. 

Adele  Geddie,  who  was  married  to  B.  T.  Reed;  the  parents  of 
Linda  Reed. 

Jane  Geddie  was  married  to  Frank  King,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

John  King  who  married  Jennie  Remmington 

Mattie  King  who  was  married  to  Tom  Rawls 

Christian  King  who  was  married  to  Albert  Carter 

Mary  Catherine  Geddie  who  was  married  to  Tom  Farrar,  and 
they  are  parents  of: 

James  Farrar  who  was  the  father  of  Lela  Farrar,  who  was 
most  helpful  in  getting  together  the  genealogy  of  Robert 
Alexander  Geddie,  and  Velia  Farrar. 

Robert  Farrar 

Johnnie  Farrar 

Walter  Farrar 

No  information  is  available  on  Jeanette  Ann  and  Alec  Geddie. 

No  information  is  available  on  Martha  Geddie. 
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Christian  Geddie  was  married  to  Bill  Rawls,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of: 

Minnie  Rawls  who  was  married  to  Dr. - White. 

Joe  Rawls  who  married  Braska  Maxwell 
Lucian  Rawls,  who  married  Velma  Stewart 
Carrie  Rawls,  who  was  married  to  Wyatt  Gulledge,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Pearl  Gulledge  who  married - Moorer. 

Lilia  Rawls,  who  was  married  to  Edgar  Rawls. 

Bob  Rawls  who  married  Fannie  Luellen. 

V.  Dougald  Geddie 

Dougald  Geddie  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel  and  Isabella  (McPhail) 
Geddie.  He  married  Sallie  Phares,  and  they  went  to  Alabama.  The 
children  of  Dougald  and  Sallie  Geddie  were: 

Mary  Geddie 
Martha  Geddie 
Cynthia  Geddie 
Altha  Geddie 
Dougald  Geddie 
Isaac  D.  Geddie 
Daniel  Geddie 

The  writer  has  no  information  on  Mary,  Martha,  Cynthia  and 
Altha  Geddie,  or  on  Daniel  Geddie,  except  that  Martha  Geddie 
was  mentioned  in  an  old  letter. 

Dougald  Geddie  was  the  father  of: 

L 

John  Geddie 
Daniel  James  Geddie 

John  Geddie,  it  is  reported,  left  Alabama  for  the  west  and 
trace  of  him  was  lost. 

Daniel  James  Geddie  was  born  November  20,  1862  and  died  April 
5,  1905.  He  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Johnston  on  December  26, 
1889.  She  was  born  March  31,  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Minnie  Lee  Geddie,  born  Feb.  12,  1902,  married - Wright. 

Daniel  Marion  Geddie 
John  Dougald  Geddie 
Joseph  Mervin  Geddie 
Mary  Geddie 

Daniel  Marion  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  29,  1891,  and  married 
Nellie  Pearl  Parish  (b.  March  8,  1902)  on  January  25,  1920. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Lillian  Roberta  Geddie 
Robert  Berlie  Geddie 
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Donzell  Geddie 
Joseph  Barnabus  Geddie 

Lillian  Roberta  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  13,  1926,  and  was 
married  to  James  Ralph  Johnson  (b.  Jan.  21,  1923)  on  Sept. 
12,  1943.  They  are  the  parents  of  Constance  Diane  Johnson, 
born  May  26,  1948,  and  William  Frederick  Johnson,  born 
Jan.  13,  1952. 

Robert  Berlie  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  10,  1921,  and  married 
Edrie  Varner  (b.  April  22,  1925)  on  May  13,  1948.  They  are 
the  parents  of  Robert  Berlie  Geddie,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  13,  1949. 

Donzell  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  30,  1922  and  married  Ella 
Mae  Brown  (b.  Nov.  12,  1921)  on  Nov.  19,  1945.  They  are 
the  parents  of: 

Emily  Marlene  Geddie,  born  April  30,  1948,  and  Donna 
Jean  Geddie,  born  July  13,  1949 

Joseph  Barnabus  Geddie  was  born  December  13,  1936. 

John  Dougald  Geddie  was  born  August  22,  1893,  and  together 
with  his  brother  Daniel  Marion,  operates  a  country  grocery 
store  at  Route  No.  2,  Deatsville,  Alabama.  The  writer  has 
visited  this  quaint  store  of  general  merchandise,  groceries, 
meats,  vegetables,  in  the  heart  of  the  Alabama  Country. 

Joseph  Mervin  Geddie  was  born  June  20,  1896,  and  died  in 
1937.  He  was  the  father  of: 

Daniel  Sidney  Geddie 
William  Luther  Geddie 
Joseph  Monroe  Geddie 
Ada  Lamerle  Geddie 
Alice  Valerie  Geddie 
Mildred  Laverne  Geddie 
Steven  Melvin  Geddie 
Saha  Elizabeth  Geddie 

Daniel  Sidney  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  2,  1917,  and  married 
Edna  Lorene  Martin  on  Dec.  22,  1939.  They  are  the  parents 
of  Edwin  L.  Geddie,  born  1942,  Gary  L.  Geddie,  born  1948, 
and  Mary  Edna  Geddie,  bom  1944. 

William  Luther  Geddie  was  born  April  4,  1919,  and  married 
Lois  Thornton  in  1945. 

Joseph  Monroe  Geddie  was  born  July  1,  1923,  and  married 
Duaine  Taylor  (b.  November  2,  1929)  on  Jan.  22,  1949.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Kathy  S.  Geddie,  born  Nov.  27,  1950, 
Kenneth  B.  Geddie,  bom  Feb.  20,  1953,  and  Joel  T.  Geddie, 
born  July  6,  1958. 
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Ada  Lamerle  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  22,  1920,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Earl  C.  Barsh  (born  August  14,  1918)  on  May  15, 
1942.  They  are  parents  of:  Damene  Barsh,  bom  June  27, 
1951,  and  Betty  Joyce  Barsh,  born  May  12,  1956. 

Alice  Valerie  Geddie  was  bom  March  14,  1925,  and  was 
married  to  Hoyt  Barsh  (b.  April  23,  1917)  on  Nov.  9,  1942. 
They  are  the  parents  of  Sharon  Yvonne  Barsh,  bom  April 
15,  1950. 

Mildred  Laverne  Geddie  was  born  in  1928,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Johnny  James. 

Steve  Melvin  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  13,  1927,  and  married 
Nina  Jo  Thrash  (b.  Dec.  29,  1931)  on  Sept.  14,  1948.  (Steve 
served  in  military  seiwice)  They  are  parents  of: 

Glenda  J.  Geddie,  bom  April  3,  1950,  Grace  E.  Geddie, 
born  Sept.  14,  1951;  Donna  Jo  Geddie,  born  Oct.  28,  1953, 
and  Sandra  Gail  Geddie,  born  July  9,  1956. 

Saha  Elizabeth  Geddie  was  born  in  1933,  and  died  July  20, 
1953.  She  was  married  to  Merrel  Ashcraft,  and  to  this 
union  was  bom:  Marilyn  Shsan  Ashcraft,  born  July  19, 
1953. 

Isaac  D.  (for  Daniel,  although  he  had  a  brother  named  Daniel) 
Geddie  was  born  Oct.  7,  1838,  and  died  August  12,  1920.  He  was 
the  son  of  Dougald  and  Sallie  (Phares)  Geddie.  He  married  Nancy 
Ann  Tidmore  Geddie,  which  was  her  second  marriage  to  a  Geddie. 
She  had  been  married  to  Tom  Geddie  who  died.  To  Tom  and 
Nancy  Ann  (Tidmore)  Geddie  was  bom  James  R.  Geddie,  who  will 
be  treated  later.  The  offspring  of  Isaac  D.  and  Nancy  Ann  (Tid¬ 
more)  Geddie  were: 

John  Thomas  Geddie 
Sallie  Geddie 

John  Thomas  Geddie  was  born  May  5,  1866,  and  died  in  the 
1940’s.  He  married  Phonia  Ann  Avery  (d.  1927)  on  Oct.  7, 
1896.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Isaac  Henry  Geddie 
Nancy  Sallie  Geddie 
Sadie  Geddie 

Isaac  Henry  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  23,  1902,  and  married  Effie 
G.  Clary.  They  are  the  parents  of  Lee  Muriel  Geddie,  and 
Isaac  Earl  Geddie. 

Nancy  Sallie  Geddie  was  married  to  B.  D.  Perry,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Thomas,  Charles  ^‘Buck”,  Gene,  and  Ben  Perry. 
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Sadie  Geddie  was  married  to  Clint  Richardson,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  John  Robert  and  Phonia  Ann  Richardson. 

Tom  Geddie,  who  was  the  first  husband  of  Nancy  Ann  Tidmore  was 
either  the  son  of  (II.)  Tom,  or  (IV.)  James  Daniel  Geddie  II.  Just 
whose  son  he  was  is  lost  in  antiquity.  Nonetheless  he  was  one  or 
the  other,  and  so  is  Geddie  kin.  Tom  and  Nancy  Ann  (Tidmore) 
Geddie’s  offspring  was: 

James  R.  Geddie,  bom  November  1846,  and  died  Sept.  18,  1898. 
He  married  Nancy  Ann  Meggs  on  April  2,  1871.  To  them  were 
born: 

James  Geddie 
Alice  Geddie 
Mollie  Geddie 
Thomas  Hood  Geddie 
Isiah  Guthrie  Geddie 

James  Geddie  married  Addie  Mae  Hester 
Mollie  Geddie  married  Joe  Tidmore 

Thomas  Hood  Geddie  married  Fannie  Terry  on  Feb.  25,  1909, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of:  Ruth,  Delus,  Nettie,  Sadie  Lee 
Geddie. 

Isiah  Guthrie  Geddie  was  born  Aug.  24,  1885,  and  married  Stella 
Grace  Terry  on  Feb.  9,  1910.  Stella  was  bom  Dec.  1889.  They 
are  the  parents  of: 

Trudy  Lee  Geddie,  bom  November,  1910; 

James  Presley  Geddie,  who  was  born  Oct.  17,  1914,  and  who 
is  the  father  of  Patsy  Janice  Geddie,  born  March  17,  1940; 
Dorothy  Jean  Geddie,  bom  April  28,  1943,  and  Hazel  Jane 
Geddie,  bom  Jan.  6,  1944. 

Nancy  Elizabeth  Geddie,  born  June  13,  1912. 

Theoria  Evelyn  Geddie  born  Sept.  30,  1918. 

A  grand  daughter  of  Isiah  Guthrie  Geddie  is  Graze  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carroll,  born  May  30,  1946,  but  the  writer’s  correspon¬ 
dent  didn’t  identify  the  parents. 


James  Geddie  was  undoubtedly  a  grandson  of  James  Daniel  Ged¬ 
die,  and  in  the  writer’s  opinion,  he  was  the  son  of  James  Daniel 
Geddie  III,  brother  of  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie.  The  James  Geddie 
herein  referred  to  must  have  been  James  Daniel  Geddie  IV,  and 
died  in  1876.  He  married  Katie  Phares,  who  died  in  1859.  Katie 
had  a  brother  named  Isaac  Phares. 

James  Geddie  and  Katie  (Phares)  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 
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James  M.  Geddie  who  lived  around  Carthag^e  in  Hale  County, 
Alabama. 

Robert  Geddie  who  was  killed  in  the  civil  war  during  the  battle 
of  Frazier  Farm.  He  was  put  on  the  Roll  of  Honor  in  Para¬ 
graph  1,  General  Orders  No.  131,  1863  for  gallantry  in  action. 
He  was  a  member  of  Company  C,  8th  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
Alabama. 

Thomas  Geddie  who  died  in  1875 
Isaac  Daniel  Geddie 

Four  Daughters,  whose  names  are  not  available. 

James  M.  Geddie  was  the  father  of  Walter  Geddie  who  married 
Anna  Farley  on  April  30,  1902;  George  Geddie,  and  James  W. 
Geddie  of  Flinn  Mills,  Hale  Co.,  Ala.,  and  two  daughters,  whose 
names  are  not  available. 

George  Geddie  had  two  sons,  George  and  Jim  Geddie  of  Mounds- 
ville,  Alabama. 

Another  son  was  Robert  Geddie,  father  of  Marshall  Geddie 

Isaac  Daniel  Geddie  married  Margaret  Clements,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of: 

Minnie  Geddie 
Margie  Geddie 
Everett  Geddie 
Ha  Geddie 

Ezra  Clements  Geddie 

Everett  Geddie  married  Etta  Davis  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons  both  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  5. 

Ezra  Clements  Geddie  (died  Oct.  15,  1955)  married  Margaret 
Smith  on  Oct.  9,  1901.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Farley  Geddie 
Lillian  Stella  Geddie 
Katie  Lou  Geddie 
Captain  Carson  Geddie 

Farley  Geddie  married  Alma  Nelle  Utley  on  Oct.  5,  1929, 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Nellie  Lou  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  23,  1930,  who  was  married 
to  Robert  B.  Mason. 

Margaret  Katheryn  Geddie  and  Rebecca  Karoyln  Geddie, 
twins,  born  March  7,  1934.  Rebecca  was  married  to  James 
E.  Akers. 
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Richard  Errol  Geddie,  born  June  3,  1942 
Fairley  Everett  Geddie,  born  Oct.  18,  1943 
Claudia  Elaine  Geddie,  bom  May  12,  1946 

Lillian  Stella  Geddie  was  married  to  James  D.  Bibby 

Katie  Lou  Geddie  was  married  to  Kenneth  Hall 

Captain  Carson  Geddie  married  (1)  Ethel  Gaye  Hoggle  (d) 
and  to  this  union  was  born: 

James  Rufus  Geddie,  born  May  29,  1924,  who  married 
Lorene  Burkett  who  was  born  Aug.  5,  1926.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Judy  Gay  Geddie,  born  Sept.  29,  1950 
James  Steven  Geddie,  bora  Aug.  18,  1952 

Captain  Carson  Geddie  married  (2)  Frances  Elizabeth  Cox, 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Jerry  Paul  Geddie,  born  Oct.  17,  1938,  d.  June  25,  1957 
Sharon  Rose  Geddie,  born  April  4,  1944 
Joseph  Daniel  Geddie,  born  Dec.  27,  1948 

Thomas  Jefferson  Geddie  was  reared  around  Tuscaloosa,  Ala¬ 
bama,  and  in  all  probability  is  descended  from  one  of  the  sons 
of  James  Daniel  Geddie  II,  either  Thomas  ,or  John,  or  possibly 
James  Daniel  III.  It  is  certain  that  he  is  a  part  of  the  Geddie 
family,  because  it  is  known  that  he  was  a  third  cousin  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Geddie  of  Camden,  Arkansas.  Thomas  Jefferson  Geddie 
married  Mamie  Kilgore,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  They  were 
parents  of  seven  children: 

Effie  Geddie 
Velma  Geddie 

Robert  W.  Geddie  (died  Feb.  4,  1958,  age  63  years) 

Lena  Geddie 

Burt  Melvin  Geddie 

Jessie  Geddie 

Rossie  Geddie  (deceased) 

Effie  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Fant  (both  of  whom  are 
deceased)  and  they  were  the  parents  of 

Rossie  Fant  who  was  married  to  J.  D.  Long 
William  Fant 
Johnny  Fant 

Velma  Geddie  was  married  to  Isaac  Rounsavall,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of: 
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Murdiss  Rounsavall  who  was  married  to  Burt  Eubanks,  the 
parents  of  Tommy  Jo  Eubanks,  and  Ronnie  Eubanks. 

Marshall  Rounsavall  (deceased) 

T.  L.  Rounsavall 

Robert  Washington  Geddie  married  (1)  Mamie -  (deceased) 

and  they  were  parents  of: 

Juanita  Geddie  who  was  married  to  George  Yeager 
Dorothy  J.  Geddie  who  was  married  to  J.  K.  Stevens,  the 
parents  of  Jamie  Jo  Stevens,  and  James  Knox  Stevens. 

Robert  Washington  Geddie  married  (2)  Lema  Harless,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of 

Robert  Harold  Geddie  (member  U.S.  Air  Force)  married 
Audrey  Stevens,  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Jill  Geddie 

Robert  Harold  Geddie,  Jr. 

Raymond  Geddie 
Randall  Geddie 

Raymond  Geddie  (deceased) 

Eddie  Jean  Geddie  was  married  to  J.  W.  Thornton 

Lena  Geddie  was  married  to  James  Hickman,  (both  deceased) 
and  they  were  the  parents  of: 

Florence  Hickman,  who  was  married  to  Luther  Jewel  Hicks. 

Mary  Ethel  Hickman  who  was  married  to  A.  J.  Walls,  the 
parents  of: 

Vinita  Walls 
Janet  Walls 
Jimmie  Wade  Walls 
Steven  Jay  Walls 

Lena  Lou  Hickman,  who  was  married  to  Robert  Hendrix 
Jimmie  Hickman  (deceased) 

Burt  Melvin  Geddie  was  married  to  Myrtle  Elizabeth  Hickman 
and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Esta  Ella  Geddie  who  was  married  to  Gene  Randell  Bras¬ 
well,  the  parents  of: 

Gene  Randell  Braswell 
Kathy  Lynn  Braswell 
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Thomas  Melvin  Braswell 


Betty  Jewel  Geddie  who  was  married  to  R.  Paul  Porier,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Debra  Sue  Porier. 

Jessie  Geddie  was  married  to  Bill  Burkeen,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Kathryn  Burkeen  who  was  married  to  Darrell  Robison,  the 
parents  of  David  Robison 

Billie  Burkeen 

Ruby  Jean  Burkeen,  who  was  married  to  J.  R.  Williams,  the 
parents  of  Corliss  Jean  Williams 

J.  R.  Burkeen,  who  married  Dickie - . 


THE  GEDDIES  OF  SCOTLAND  AND  SOUTH  AFRICA 

Colin  (?)  Geddie  was  the  father  of  James  Geddie  who  married 
Barbara  Duncan.  James  Geddie  was  a  cooper  and  carpenter.  Among 
his  offspring  were: 

John  Geddie 
William  Geddie 
James  Geddie 
Barbara  Geddie 
Others. 

John  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  3,  1782,  and  married  Jean  Lamb.  They 
were  the  parents  of: 

James  Geddie 
Ann  Geddie 
John  Geddie 
William  Geddie 
Jane  Geddie 
Barbara  Geddie 

James  Geddie  was  born  April  23,  1820,  and  died  July  15,  1895. 
He  married  Margaret  Spence  who  died  Jan.  2,  1913,  age  86. 
James  Geddie  was  a  builder  of  the  sturdy  Kingston-on-Spey 
wooden  sailing  ship  in  Morayshire,  Scotland.  He  built  more 
than  100  ships  in  his  shipbuilding  yard  named  “The  Hillock’^  in 
Kingston-on-Spey.  James  and  Margaret  (Spence)  Geddie  were 
the  parents  of: 

William  Spence  Geddie 
Alexander  Geddie 
Thomas  Geddie 
John  Geddie 


186 


James  Geddie 
Ann  Geddie 
Jane  Geddie 

William  Spence  Geddie  was  born  in  1853  and  was  the  Provost 
(Mayor)  of  Fortrose,  Scotland  from  1898  to  1903.  He  married 
Susan  Winchester. 

They  were  parents  of: 

John  Geddie 

William  Winchester  Geddie 
Elizabeth  Jane  Geddie 
Margaret  Spence  Geddie 
Dorothy  Susan  Geddie 

John  Geddie  died  in  the  first  World  War  between  1914-18. 

William  Winchester  Geddie  married  Lillian  Manley 

Elizabeth  Jane  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Fraser,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Dorothy  Elizabeth  Winchester  Fraser,  who  was  married  to 
Jack  Oman,  the  parents  of  John  Fraser  Oman. 

Margaret  Spence  Geddie  was  married  to  Thomas  D.  MacKay 

Dorothy  Susan  Geddie  is  unmarried. 

Alexander  Geddie  was  born  1855,  and  was  the  father  of: 

William  Geddie  who  went  to  South  America 

Margaret  Manson  Geddie 

Charlotte  Geddie  who  married  Jim  MacKenzie,  the  parents 
of  Jean  MacKenzie,  and  Ian  MacKenzie,  the  latter  of  whom 
married,  and  is  father  of  a  son. 

Isabel  Geddie 

Alexander  T.  Geddie,  who  retired  as  a  rubber  planter  in 
Sumatra 

Andrew  Geddie  who  for  a  long  time  was  a  rubber  planter 
in  Sumatra,  and  who  married  Jean  Barns,  the  parents  of 
Margaret  Geddie,  a  nurse,  and  John  Geddie.  This  family 
was  imprisoned  by  the  Japanese  during  World  War  II  in  a 
prisoner  concentration  camp,  and  underwent  many  hardships, 
near-starvation,  and  many  indignities.  The  mother  gave 
of  her  food  that  her  children  might  have  enough  to  eat 
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during  those  horrid  days.  The  children  suffered  many  ill 
effects  that  took  years  to  remove. 

Thomas  Geddie  was  born  in  1865  and  died  in  1947.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Kate  Walton  (b.  1864,  d.  1945)  on  Dec.  11,  1895.  They 
were  the  parents  of: 

Thomas  Charles  Geddie,  born  July  4,  1900,  who  was  the 
father  of  Douglas  Alexander  Geddie 

John  Spence  Carpenter  “Jack”  Geddie  bom  1904  who  was 
the  father  of  Alistair  John  Geddie 

Douglas  W.  Geddie  born  Sept.  21,  1897,  who  married  Lorna 
Alice  Palmer  (b.  Dec.  23,  1901)  on  April  30,  1927.  They 
are  residents  of  Durban,  Natal,  South  Africa. 

John  Geddie,  The  Editor,  who  was  born  Dec.  8,  1848,  and  died 
in  1936.  He  married  Isabella  Cecilia  Young,  who  died  in  1931, 
at  the  age  of  80.  John  Geddie  was  an  editor  of  The  Scotsman, 
leading  daily  newspaper  of  Scotland,  author  of  several  books, 
including  volumes  on  topography,  ballads,  and  other  historical 
phenomena  of  Scotland.  He  studied  in  the  same  classroom 
with  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  He  was  a  recognized  authority 
on  Scottish  topography,  ballads  and  antiquities.  John  and 
Isabella  (Young)  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 

Mary  Young  Geddie 
John  Liddell  Geddie 
Ella  Geddie,  who  died  as  a  child 

George  Geddie  who  was  killed  on  The  Somme  during  World 
War  I,  in  1916. 

James  Geddie 
Margaret  Geddie 
Barbara  Geddie 
William  Geddie 

Mary  Young  Geddie  is  a  school  teacher,  a  professor  of  a 
school  in  Scotland.  She  was  a  lecturice  at  Dijon  University, 
France.  She  served  in  the  WAAC’s  in  World  War  I,  and 
won  the  Order  of  the  British  Empire. 

John  Liddell  Geddie  was  born  in  1881.  He  married  Agnes 
Nancy  Muller  who  died  in  1938.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Alexander  Liddell  Geddie  who  died  at  the  age  of  14.  Lid¬ 
dell  Geddie  was  editor  of  Chambers  Journal  for  more  than 
30  years  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  was  co-author  of  Chambers 
20th  Century  Dictionary.  He  won  the  Cross  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  for  his  work  in  the  Franco-Scottish  Society.  To 
him  goes  credit  for  most  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Scotland 
Geddies.  He  is  a  wonderful  and  tireless  correspondent  on 
the  subject  of  Geddie  history. 
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James  Geddie  was  a  distinguished  civil  engineer  who  built 
bridges  and  railroads  all  over  the  world,  including  South 
America,  South  Africa,  Denmark,  Australia,  Middle  East, 
etc.  He  was  born  July  21,  1879,  and  died  Nov.  24,  1944.  He 
married  Gladys  Talbot  (born  July  28,  1881)  on  Oct.  15,  1907. 
Their  children  are: 

Talbot  Geddie 
Mary  Geddie 

Talbot  Geddie  was  born  March  16,  1916,  and  married 
Phyllis  Hawking  (born  Feb.  12,  1918)  on  Aug.  1,  1952. 
They  are  parents  of: 

Philip  Geddie,  born  Jan.  16,  1954 

Mary  Geddie  is  a  school  teacher  in  London,  England. 
She  was  bom  Sept.  27,  1912. 

Margaret  Geddie  was  married  to  Rev.  Samuel  Knox  John¬ 
ston.  They  are  the  parents  of: 

Hulda  Johnston 

Barbara  Geddie  (d.  1944)  was  married  to  George  Ogg. 

William  Geddie  is  the  father  of  Mary  Stewart  Geddie,  Isabel 
Geddie,  and  John  Geddie.  John  Geddie  married  Dilys  Dar- 
vies.  He  served  in  the  British  Army  in  India  and  Burma. 

James  Geddie,  brother  of  John  Geddie,  editor  of  the  Scotsman, 
was  a  mariner.  He  was  sailing  on  one  of  his  fathers  ships  in 
South  American  waters  and  stopped  off  in  Brazil,  where  he 
contacted  a  fever  and  died.  He  was  born  in  1830  and  died  in 
1878. 

Ann  Geddie  was  born  1857 
Jane  Geddie  was  born  1860. 

William  Geddie,  son  of  John  Geddie  and  grandson  of  James  and 
Barbara  (Duncan)  Geddie,  was  born  in  1829  and  died  in  1897. 
He  married  Barbara  Cameron  in  1856.  They  were  parents  of: 

John  Cameron  Geddie 
James  Geddie 
Marshall  Geddie 
Alexander  Geddie 
Jane  Ann  Geddie 
Barbara  Geddie 
Margaret  Geddie 
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John  Cameron  Geddie  married  Maggie  Hay  in  Feb.  1882.  (He 
was  lost  at  sea)  He  was  a  ship^s  carpenter.  They  were  par¬ 
ents  of; 

James  Geddie 
Frank  Geddie 
Jessie  Geddie 

(Five  other  sons,  names  of  whom  are  not  available.  Three 
of  the  sons  were  killed  in  World  War  I.) 

James  Geddie  was  a  cabinet  maker  in  Banff,  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  man  and  craftsman. 

Frank  Geddie,  born  in  1897,  is  a  ship’s  carpenter  in  Banff. 

Jessie  Geddie,  the  daughter,  was  born  1886  and  lives  in 
Banff  with  her  brother  Frank. 

James  Geddie,  bom  1866,  was  a  groceryman  in  Dufftown,  a 
village  in  Banff,  Scotland. 

Marshall  Geddie,  born  1865,  went  down  on  The  Swift,  a  ship 
that  had  been  built  by  his  father,  William,  and  launched  in 
May,  1896.  The  Swift  sailed  in  mid-January,  1896,  for  Leith 
and  during  a  storm  and  fog  was  wrecked  near  Rattray  Head, 
with  loss  of  all  hands. 

Alexander  Geddie,  another  of  William’s  sons,  born  1868,  was 
also  lost  in  the  wreck  of  The  Swift. 

Jane  Ann  Geddie  was  married  to  James  Strachan,  ship  master, 
in  1893. 

Barbara  Geddie  was  married  to  -  Davidson 

Margaret  Geddie  was  born  in  1872  and  was  unmarried. 

John  Geddie,  son  of  John  Geddie  and  grandson  of  James  and 
Barbara  (Duncan)  Geddie,  was  born  in  1823,  and  married  Jane 
Ramsay  (who  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  35)  in  1871.  He  was 
the  father  of  Adam  Ramsay  Geddie,  a  master  mariner,  who  was 
bom  1872  and  died  1947.  Adam  reportedly  had  a  son.  Jack 
Geddie. 

Of  Ann,  Jane  and  Barbara  Geddie,  daughters  of  John  Geddie, 
and  granddaughters  of  James  and  Barbara  (Duncan)  Geddie, 
the  writer  has  no  information. 

William  Geddie,  son  of  James  and  Barbara  (Duncan)  Geddie,  was 
known  as  Elder  William  Geddie.  He  was  an  Elder  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  but  broke  with  them  on  matters  of  church  protocol 
and  joined  the  new  branch  of  Presbyterianism.  He  undoubtedly 
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became  an  Elder  of  that  church,  too.  He  was  born  on  April  17, 
1786,  and  died  July  20,  1863.  He  was  a  ship  builder  and  a  great 
church  lay  leader.  Elder  William  Geddie  married  (1)  Ann  Laing 
(died  1821),  and  to  this  union  were  bom: 

Alexander  Geddie,  born  1812 
James  Geddie,  born  1809,  died  1882. 

William  Geddie  &  Anne  Geddie  (twins)  bom  Apr.  16,  1816.  Anne 
died  1817. 

John  Geddie,  born  1817 
Mary  Geddie,  born  1811 
Anne  Geddie,  born  1821. 

Alexander  Geddie  was  bom  1812,  died  Dec.  16,  1879.  He  was  a 
ship  builder  and  was  the  father  of  William  Geddie,  M.D.,  (b. 
1861,  died  Sept.  24,  1923)  a  doctor  in  Accrington,  Lancashire, 
father  of: 

James  Spence  Geddie,  M.D. 

Allan  Falconer  Geddie 
William  Geddie  (died  in  infancy) 

Colin  Moore  Geddie,  M.D. 

Alexander  Burgess  Geddie 

Dr.  James  Spence  Geddie  (d.  1938)  was  an  eye  doctor  in  Ac¬ 
crington  and  married  Isabel  Bardsley  and  they  were  parents 
of  Kenneth  William  Geddie  (d). 

Allan  Falconer  Geddie,  London  correspondent  for  The  Scots¬ 
man  for  60  years,  married  Gwendoline  Wakeling  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Alastair  William  Geddie,  and  Duncan  Ged¬ 
die. 

Dr.  Colin  Moore  Geddie  (eye  doctor  in  Blackburn,  Scotland) 
married  Florence  Dickenson  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
Margaret  Geddie  and  Alison  Geddie,  Margaret  was  married  to 
Alan  Lister,  parents  of  Rosalyn  Lister,  Alison  was  married 
to  Wilfrid  Walsh,  parents  of  Rosemary  Walsh. 

Alexander  Burgess  Geddie  (engineer)  married  Phyllis  M.  Ball, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Colin  Neil  Geddie,  Margaret  Isabel 
Geddie,  and  Hilary  Geddie. 

Colin  Neil  Geddie  married  Helen  Mary  Ann  Wittekind  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Roy  Burgess  Geddie  and  Kim  Ann 
Geddie 

Margaret  Isabel  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Albert  Wallen, 
and  they  are  parents  of 

Marian  Hilary  Wallen 
Kathleen  Muriel  Wallen 
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Robert  Ian  Wallen 

John  Alastair  Geddie  Wallen 

Hilary  Spence  Geddie  was  married  on  Sept.  4,  1958  to  Dr. 
Arthur  Hamilton  Mcllraith  of  Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
doing  work  at  Kings  College,  Aberdeen  University,  Scot¬ 
land. 

James  Geddie,  son  of  Elder  William  Geddie,  was  born  1809,  died 
1882.  He  married  Janet  Stronach,  b.  1809,  died  1890.  They 
were  parents  of 

William  Geddie 

George  Geddie 

Alexander  “Sandy”  Geddie 

James  Geddie 

Margaret  Geddie 

Jessie  Geddie  (female) 

Ann  Geddie,  b.  1838,  d.  1850. 

William  Geddie  was  born  in  Kingston-in-Spey  on  Feb.  4,  1835, 
and  died  at  Garmouth,  Moray,  Dec.  16,  1906.  In  his  early 
years,  William  Geddie  showed  great  promise  as  a  draftsman, 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  but  he  preferred  to 
apprentice  himself  to  the  merchant  business,  and  for  some  30 
years  carried  on  a  very  successful  business  as  merchant  and 
ship  chandlier.  He  had  a  very  wide  connection  both  in  shipping 
and  in  the  merchant  business.  William  Geddie  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Auderson,  the  daughter  of  William  Anderson,  a  farmer. 
To  this  union  were  born: 

Elizabeth  Geddie 
William  Geddie 
Janet  Geddie 

Elizabeth  Geddie  was  born  in  1869  and  died  in  1937.  She 
was  married  to  John  MacKessach,  parents  of  William  and 
Ernest  MacKessach 

William  Geddie  was  born  in  1873  and  was  a  marine  engineer. 
During  the  first  World  War  his  ship  was  sunk  by  a  German 
submarine  off  Malta  and  he  was  taken  prisoner  of  war,  for 
two  years.  He  died  of  a  heart  attack  aboard  the  SS  McLaren 
on  June  1,  1936,  at  Bougie,  Algeria,  and  is  buried  in  a  French 
cenetery  there.  He  married  Letitia  Maud  Walrond,  of 
Cardiff,  Wales  (born  June  15,  1880)  on  Nov.  27,  1904.  To 
them  were  born: 

Janet  Geddie 
William  Norman  Geddie 
Robert  Henry  Geddie 
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Donald  Geoffrey  Geddie  (twin) 

John  Alexander  Geddie  (twin) 

Janet  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  10,  1908,  and  was  married  to 
Emlyn  Rhys  Griffiths  on  Sept.  12,  1936. 

William  Norman  Geddie  was  born  May  2,  1914,  and  was 
killed  in  action  over  France  on  service  with  the  Royal  Air 
Force  during  World  War  II  on  Sept.  17,  1942.  He  is 
buried  in  the  British  Military  Cemetery  at  St.  Omer, 
France. 

Robert  Henry  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  21,  1916,  and  died 
on  April  15,  1950,  as  a  result  of  a  road  accident. 

Donald  Geoffrey  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  10,  1921.  He  served 
in  the  RAF  during  World  War  II. 

John  Alexander  Geddie,  twin  to  Donald,  was  born  Dec.  10, 
1921,  and  he  also  served  in  the  RAF  during  World  War  II. 

Janet  Gardiner  Geddie  was  born  in  1880  and  was  married  to 
George  Gumming  Spence,  a  native  of  Garmouth,  Moray¬ 
shire,  Scotland.  George  Spence  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company  (now  cable  &  wire¬ 
less)  and  Janet  and  George  lived  in  many  far  Eastern  coun¬ 
tries.  They  are  parents  of  two  sons: 

Ian  Spence 
Roy  Spence 

Ian  Spence  was  born  in  Java  in  1915  and  served  in  the 
Royal  Signal  Corps  during  World  War  II.  He  is  now  a 
tea  planter  in  Meanje,  Nyasaland,  British  Central  Africa. 
He  married  Janet  Elizabeth  Ferguson  Mackie.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  doughters,  Irene  Spence,  born  in  1951, 
and  Helen  Spence,  bom  in  1957. 

Roy  Spence  was  born  in  Labuan,  an  island  off  the  north¬ 
west  coast  of  Borneo  in  1918.  He  was  training  as  a  banker 
and  one  month  after  Britain  entered  war  with  Germany, 
Roy  enlisted  in  the  Dorsetshire  Regiment  and  was  a  cap¬ 
tain  when  he  was  killed  on  active  service  in  Sicily  in  1943. 
He  was  unmarried. 

George  Geddie  was  captain  and  owner  of  the  Spinaway,  King- 
ston-on-Spey  built  wooden  sailing  vessel  which  carried  him 
to  ports  of  the  world  on  the  seven  seas.  He  sailed  in  many 
seas,  and  even  traded  in  the  New  Hebrides  Islands  of  the 
South  Pacific  where  Rev.  John  Geddie  of  Banff  and  Prince 
Edward’s  Island  had  gone  before  him  to  Christianize  the  can¬ 
nibals.  George  Geddie  took  his  two  nephews,  George  and  Alex, 
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from  Cardiff,  Wales,  to  East  London,  South  Africa,  to  join 
their  father  and  his  brother,  James  Geddie,  the  ship  builder 
who  left  Moray  in  1879  to  go  to  South  Africa.  George  Geddie 
married  Elsie  Ann  Watt  on  May  17,  1876.  After  the  loss  of 
the  Spinaway  on  a  reef  on  voyage  from  Jamaica  to  Scotland, 
George  Geddie  became  captain  of  a  steamer  out  of  Glasgow. 
George  Geddie  died  in  Hamburg,  Germany.  He  is  buried  in 
the  kirkyard  (churchyard)  at  Essil,  in  Garmouth,  Moray. 
George  and  Elsie  Ann  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 

James  Geddie,  of  Millbank,  Garmouth,  Scotland 
George  A.  Geddie,  of  Wyhalla,  South  Australia,  Australia 
Janet  Geddie  (d.) 

James  Geddie  was  born  July  8,  1880,  and  married  Jessie 
George,  born  March  26,  1888.  They  are  parents  of: 

George  Geddie 
James  Geddie 
John  Geddie 
Alexander  Watt  Geddie 
William  Geddie 
Robert  Geddie 
Edward  Geddie 
Helen  Geddie 
Jessie  Geddie 
Jean  Geddie 

George  Geddie  was  born  November  8,  1908  and  went  to 
Australia  in  1927  at  the  age  of  18.  He  is  now  school¬ 
master  at  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  Australia.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Doris  Shepherd  in  1932  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Ian  George  Geddie 
Robert  Gordon  Geddie 
Graham  Alexander  Geddie 
Janette  Elsie  Geddie 

James  Geddie  was  a  regular  soldier  in  the  Royal  Engi¬ 
neers  for  25  years  and  retired  in  1958  with  the  rank  of 
Warrant  Officer.  He  married  Henrietta  Robson,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Jean  Geddie. 

John  Geddie  was  a  regular  army  soldier  with  the  Army 
Service  Corps,  British  Army.  He  went  through  all  of 
World  War  II,  without  a  scratch,  serving  in  France, 
Egypt,  Palestine,  and  the  Lebanon,  Syria,  Greece,  Crete, 
and  finished  up  with  service  on  the  islands  off  Turkey. 
He  got  home  in  1946,  broken  in  health  and  died  a  few 
months  later,  age  30. 
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Alexander  Watt  Geddie  was  killed  in  Belgium  at  the 
time  of  the  Battle  of  Dunkirk  at  the  beginning  of  World 


War  II.  He  was  22  years  old  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Seaforth  Highlanders,  Volunteer  Army. 

William  Geddie  served  in  the  R.A.F.  during  World  War 
II,  and  now  lives  with  his  family  in  Derby,  England.  He 
married  Elsie  McPherson,  and  they  are  parents  of  Helen 
Ann  Geddie,  and  Margaret  Jean  Geddie. 

Robert  Geddie  was  accidentally  killed  on  board  ship  in 
London  with  the  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Company  at  the 
age  of  22. 

Edward  Geddie  is  employed  by  the  British  Railway  in 
Scotland.  He  married  Eva  Margaret  Stewart. 

Helen  Geddie  died  in  1936,  age  26. 

Jessie  Geddie  died  in  1949,  age  28, 

Jean  Geddie  was  married  to  R.  J.  Findlay,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Edward  Geddie  Findlay.  They  live  in  Aberdeen. 

George  A.  Geddie  has  lived  in  Australia  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  emigrating  from  Scotland  in  1916.  He  is  now  re¬ 
tired  in  Wyhalla,  South  Australia.  He  worked  for  many 
years  on  dams  and  water  irrigation  in  that  country.  He 
married  Maggie  Helen  Clark,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  son,  William  Geddie,  was 
a  marine  engineer  and  was  killed  in  a  motor  (automobile) 
accident.  His  daughter,  Elsie,  died  as  a  result  of  bums 
at  the  age  of  10.  The  other  son,  George  Geddie,  married 
Jean  Dutton  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Rodney  Geddie. 

Alexander  also  was  a  wooden  sailing  ship  captain,  and  was 
lost  at  sea  when  his  ship  (The  Swiftsure)  disappeared  after 
(leaving  Mauritania,  in  French  West  Africa.  He  was  a  bachelor, 
(He  was  born  1846,  died  1886.) 

Margaret  was  married  to  John  Winchester,  captain  of  the 
Donald  Currie  S.  S.  Company.  No  children. 

Jessie  was  married  to  Thomas  Kinnaird,  (b.  1848)  who  was 
a  ship’s  captain,  who  was  washed  overboard  and  lost  at  sea 
in  1883.  No  children. 

James  Geddie  was  born  in  1840  and  died  in  1911.  He  was  a 
ship  builder,  of  the  olden  wooden  sailing  vessel.  After 
iron  and  steel  caused  a  depression  in  the  building  of  wooden 
sailing  ships,  he  set  out  for  East  London,  South  Africa,  in 
1879  with  his  oldest  son,  James,  to  build  lighters  for  the 
Kaffranian  Steam  Landing  and  Shipping  Co.  In  1881,  his 
twin  sons  George  and  Alexander  boarded  a  wooden  sailing 
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ship  commanded  by  their  Uncle  George  Geddie  at  Cardiff  and 
took  91  days  to  sail  to  East  London,  South  Africa.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary  1882,  his  wife  with  six  sons  and  one  daughter  arrived 
in  East  London.  James  Geddie  married  Frances  Fraser  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  9  sons  and  3  daughters,  all  bom  in 
Moray,  Scotland,  except  the  two  youngest  daughters,  Jane 
and  Janet.  James  Geddie  retired  in  1898,  and  along  with  his 
wife  and  one  daughter,  returned  to  Kingston-On-Spey,  Scot¬ 
land,  where  he  died  in  1911.  Frances,  along  with  the  daughter, 
returned  to  East  London  in  March  1912,  and  died  in  East 
London,  South  Africa  on  Nov.  21,  1931,  in  her.  90th  year. 
James  and  Frances  (Fraser)  Geddie  were  the  parents  of: 

James  Geddie  (unmarried) 

George  &  Alexander  Geddie — twins 

Francis  Geddie 

William  Geddie  (unmarried) 

Frederick  Geddie  (unmarried) 

John  Winchester  Geddie 
Duncan  Geddie 
Alfred  Geddie 
Annie  Geddie 
Jane  Geddie 
Janet  Geddie 

George  Geddie  was  born  in  1866  and  died  Feb.,  1957.  He 
married  Mary  Kerr  and  they  were  parents  of: 

Mary  Kerr  Geddie 
Ella  Geddie 
Grace  Geddie 
Alexandra  Geddie 
Cecil  Geddie 
Lassie  Geddie 

Mary  Kerr  Geddie  was  married  to  James  Forbes  and  they 
were  the  parents  of: 

John  Forbes,  who  married  Aletta  Van  de  Merve,  who 
are  the  parents  of  Gail  Forbes 
Helen  Forbes 

Mary  Kerr  Geddie  M(2)  John  B.  Abbott 

Ella  Geddie  was  married  to  James  A.  Victor  Wood,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of: 

Elizabeth  Wood 
Shirley  Wood 

Elizabeth  Wood  was  married  to  Elvin  Jones,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Vaughan,  and  Vivienne  Jones. 
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Grace  Geddie  was  married  to  S.  S.  Whitfield,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of 

Keith  Whitfield 

Owen  Whitfield  (pilot  in  World  War  II) 

George  Whitfield 
Jean  Whitfield 

Keith  Whitfield  married  Jeanne  de  Villiers,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Peter  and  Shawn  Whitfield 

Owen  Whitfield  married  Jeanne  Knight,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Alan  and  Stephen  Whitfield. 

George  Whitfield  married  Anice  McLaren,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Rowan,  Patsy  Lynn  and  Cecily  Whitfield. 

Jean  Whitfield  was  married  to  Hector  McDonald,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Moira,  Sheila,  and  Neil  Mc¬ 
Donald. 

Alexandra  Geddie  was  married  to  Edward  Joseph  Crox- 
ford,  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 

Doris  Croxford 
Neva  Croxford 

Sheila  Croxford  &  Thelma  Croxford,  twins 
Norma  Croxford 
Thelma  Croxford 

Doris  Croxford  was  married  to  Henry  McMurtrie 

Neva  Croxford  was  married  to  Frank  Hawks,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Frank  and  David  Hawks. 

Sheila  Croxford  was  married  to  Charles  Haddow,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Ian  and  Margaret  Haddow 

Thelma  Croxford  was  married  to  Walter  Tite,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Malcolm,  Brenda,  Alastair  and  Marian 
Tite 

Norma  Croxford  was  married  to  Andre  Pons,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Ian  Pons. 

Cecil  Geddie  married  Ethel  Williams,  ^  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Daphne  Geddie,  who  married  Dennis  Woods, 
in  turn  the  parents  of  Heather  and  Michael  Woods. 

Lassie  Fraser  Geddie  was  married  to  Norman  Hastings. 

Alexander  Geddie  married  Helen  Loyd,  and  they  were  par¬ 
ents  of: 
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Alexander  Duncan  Geddie 
Hettie  Jane  Geddie 
Irene  May  Geddie 
Christine  Fraser  Geddie 
Doris  Ellen  Geddie 
Winifred  Jessie  Geddie 

Alexander  Duncan  Geddie  was  born  Sept.  1,  1894  and 
on  June  8,  1925  married  Mary  Sarah  Robertson  Prior, 
born  March  14,  1897.  They  are  parents  of: 

Ellen  Mary  Geddie 
George  Alexander  Prior  Geddie 
Winifred  Vera  Geddie 
Alastair  Duncan  Geddie 

Ellen  Mary  Geddie  was  born  Feb.  27,  1926  and  on  July 
17  1948  was  married  to  Hermanus  Stephanus  Nel,  who 
was  born  Aug.  2,  1923.  They  are  parents  of: 

Alison  Mary  Nel,  born  June  20,  1949 

Martin  Alexander  Nel,  born  June  16,  1952,  d.  Dec.  4, 

1956 

George  Alexander  Prior  Geddie  was  bom  Nov.  15,  1927, 
presently  a  resident  of  Livingston,  Northern  Rhodesia, 
Africa. 

Winifred  Vera  Geddie  was  born  Nov.  30,  1929,  and  on 
March  7,  1953  was  married  to  Bruce  Ian  Durao,  bom 
Dec.  20,  1929.  They  are  parents  of: 

Janet  Barbara  Durno,  born  May  8,  1955 

Alastair  Duncan  Geddie  was  bom  March  9,  1935  and  on 
Jan  .12,  1957  married  Jean  MacLellan,  bom  Sept.  11, 
1933. 

Hettie  Jane  Geddie  was  bom  Oct.  11,  1897  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  Cuthbert  Reynolds,  born  Oct.  8,  1895,  died 
July  24,  1954.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Joan  Reynolds,  born  Sept.  28,  1921 
Patricia  Reynolds,  born  Sept.  7,  1923 
John  Lewis  Reynolds,  born  Oct.  23,  1925 
Marie  Reynolds,  bom  July  24,  1929 

Jean  Reynolds  was  married  on  Aug.  5,  1940  to  Lionel 
Theodore  Andrews,  born  Jan.  14,  1920.  To  this  union 
were  born: 

Anthony  Lionel  Andrews,  born  Jan.  27,  1942 
John  William  Andrews,  bom  June  20,  1945 


Patricia  Reynolds  was  married  on  Sept.  16,  1944  to 
Herbert  Sinclair  Britman,  bom  Sept.  21,  1918.  To  this 
union  were  born: 

John  Herbert  Britman,  born  June  16,  1945 
Peter  Alan  Britman,  bom  May  22,  1946 
Anne  Britman,  born  Oct.  5,  1953 

John  Lewis  Reynolds  married  Cynthia  Keitzmann  (born 
July  26,  1932)  on  Feb.  3,  1951.  To  this  union  were  bom: 

Graham  Lewis  Reynolds,  born  July  9,  1952 
Lynn  Reynolds,  born  Nov.  8,  1953 
Kenneth  John  Reynolds,  bom  Nov.  8,  1955 

Marie  Reynolds  was  married  on  July  30,  1949  to  Edward 
Anthony  Amiel,  bom  Oct.  28,  19'16.  They  are  parents  of 

Sharon  Mary  Amiel,  bom  April  7,  1951 

Irene  May  Geddie  was  born  Dec.  20,  1900  and  on  Nov.  6, 
1918  was  married  to  John  Herbert  Craigie,  born  Dec.  18, 
1898,  died  April  18,  1945.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Malcolm  Alexander  Craigie,  bom  March  31,  1920 
Jean  Fraser  Craigie,  bom  May  26,  1922 
Adele  May  Craigie,  bom  May  19,  1924 
Betty  Craigie,  bom  March  14,  1926 
Duncan  Craigie 
Isabel  Craigie 

Malcolm  Alexander  Craigie  married  Felicia  Huxham 
(bom  April  11,  1922)  on  Feb.  24,  1943.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Derick  Craigie,  born  June  4,  1944 
Lynette  Craigie,  bom  March  8,  1947 
Cedric  Craigie,  born  May  1,  1949 
Heather  Craigie,  born  Sept.  7,  1954 

Adele  May  Craigie  was  married  on  Sept.  4,  1942  to 
Patrick  Acton,  who  was  bom  Aug.  10,  1920. 

Betty  Craigie  was  married  on  Feb.  7,  1944  to  John  Van 
Niekerk,  born  May  16,  1922.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Philip  Niekerk,  born  Dec.  16,  1946 
Louis  Niekerk,  born  May  2,  1948 
John  Niekerk,  bom  Dec.  12,  1951 

Duncan  Craigie,  bom  June  21,  1927  married  Leltie  Roux 
(bom  July  5,  1922)  on  Jan.  7,  1956.  They  are  parents 
of  John  Duncan  Craigie,  born  Feb.  13,  1957 
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Isabel  Craigie  was  born  Sept.  25,  1931,  and  on  Sept.  6, 
1947  was  married  to  Desmond  Acton,  born  Aug.  10, 
1929.  They  are  parents  of: 

Patricia  Acton,  born  Dec.  12,  1948 
Julie  Acton,  born  Aug.  5,  1951 
Francis  Acton,  born  April  19,  1954 

Christine  Fraser  Geddie  was  born  April  25,  1902  and  on 
Aug.  7,  1944  was  married  to  Cecil  Abraham  McKinley 
Sims,  born  July  4,  1898. 

Doris  Ellen  Geddie  was  born  July  12,  1904,  died  Jan.  18, 
1934 

Winifred  Jessie  Kinnaird  Geddie  was  born  March  27,  1907 
and  on  Sept.  4,  1928  was  married  to  Hubert  Oswald  Wood, 
born  May  14,  1894,  died  Feb.  22,  1954.  To  this  union  was 
born  Pamela  Wood,  born  July  29,  1929,  who  on  March  12, 
1955  was  married  to  Ian  Lipworth,  b.  March  1,  1925.  To 
this  union  were  bom  Susan  Lipworth,  born  Dec.  16,  1956, 
and  Julie  Lipworth,  born  Oct.  14,  1958. 

Francis  was  bom  Sept.  30,  1871  and  died  March  13,  1956. 
He  married  Catherine  Small  (born  March  20,  1872,  died 
Feb.  1947).  To  this  union  were  born: 

Fred  William  Geddie 
Clifford  Geddie 
Mildred  Geddie 

Fred  William  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  13,  1900  (on  Jan.  13, 
1913,  he  was  13  years  of  age).  He  married  Grace  Esther 
Veldman  (born  Oct.  8,  1903)  on  Dec.  4,  1928.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Una  Geddie,  born  Oct.  10,  1929 
Wendy  Joy  Geddie,  born  Sept.  2,  1947. 

Roy  Geddie,  b.  Dec.  26,  19'32,  died  Oct  3,  1950. 

Una  Geddie  was  married  to  Phillip  Ainsbe,  born  June 
6,  1913.  They  are  parents  of  Brenda  Ainsbe,  bom  June 
2,  1953 

Clifford  Geddie  was  bom  March  27,  1905,  died  in  April, 
1938.  He  married  Naomi  Keith  in  1930.  They  were 
parents  of: 

Reginald  Geddie,  bom  Nov.  6,  1931 
Lex  Geddie,  bom  Dec.  30,  1934. 
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Reginald  Geddie  is  a  shipping  clerk  with  the  Union 
Castle  Mail  Steamship  Company,  in  Mombasa,  a  seaport 


in  the  British  Colony  of  Kenya,  in  East  Africa.  He 
married  Joan  Stanton  in  1955.  They  are  the  parents 
of  Michelle  Geddie,  bom  March  15,  1956,  and  Graham 
Geddie,  born  Sept.  5,  1957 

Mildred  Geddie  was  born  Oct.  10,  1902.  She  was  married 
to  James  Hewitt  in  1932.  James  Hewitt  died  in  1950. 

Francis  Geddie  married  (2)  Edie  Luppnow  on  June  21,  1947. 

John  Winchester  Geddie  born  in  1877  married  Henrietta 
Mary  Lloyd,  and  they  were  parents  of: 

James  Gordon  Geddie  (former  headmaster  of  The  School, 
Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia) 

John  Winchester  Geddie 
Patricia  Margaret  Geddie 

James  Gordon  Geddie  married  Margaret  Walter. 

John  Winchester  Geddie  was  bora  Nov.  6,  1905,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Dickson  on  April  4,  1934. 

Patricia  Margaret  Geddie  was  married  to  A.  T.  Matthew, 
citrus  farmer  at  Fort  Beaufort,  South  Africa,  and  they 
are  parents  of: 

Isabel  Matthew 
Denise  Matthew 
John  Matthew 

Duncan  Geddie  was  born  at  Kingston-On-Spey,  Moray,  Scot¬ 
land,  on  Oct.  9,  1878,  and  married  on  April  5,  1905,  Mar¬ 
garet  Ann  Stewart,  who  was  bora  in  East  London,  South 
Africa,  on  Oct.  31,  1881.  They  are  parents  of: 

Iris  Stewart  Geddie,  bora  March  14,  1909 
Stanley  Fraser  Geddie 
Phyllis  Geddie 

Iris  Stewart  Geddie  was  married  in  1929  to  William  Harold 
Williamson,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

Basil  Hugh  Williamson,  born  Nov.  8,  1931 
Trevor  Harold  Williamson,  born  April  25,  1935 
Cynthia  Williamson,  born  May  6,  1939 

Alfred  Geddie  married  Annie  Roberts,  and  they  were  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Alfred  Geddie,  Jr. 

Dennis  Geddie 
Gladys  Geddie 
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Alfred  Geddie,  Jr.  is  the  father  of  Graham  Geddie,  and' 
a  daughter,  name  of  whom  is  not  available. 

Dennis  Geddie  married  Germaine  Thomas,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Clifford  Geddie. 

Gladys  Geddie  was  married  (1)  to  Charles  Lennard,  and 
(2)  to  Harold  Dingle. 

Annie  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Alexander  Murdoch,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of: 

James  Alexander  Murdoch,  who  married  Alys  McGeoch, 
who  are  the  parents  of: 

Ronald  Grant  Murdoch,  died  in  World  War  II,  in  active 
Service 

Alastair  Murdoch,  died  in  World  War  II,  active  service 
Leslie  Murdoch,  who  married  Muriel  MacDonald. 

Jane  Geddie  (died  March  31,  1958)  who  was  married  to 
James  Patterson,  (d),  who  were  the  parents  of: 

Archibald  James  Patterson,  of  Howick,  Natal,  South  Africa 

Janet  Geddie,  who  died  in  childhood. 

John  Geddie  the  son  of  Elder  William  Geddie  was  bom  in  Gar- 
mouth,  Morayshire,  Scotland  on  Feb.  17,  1817.  He  was  a  mariner 
and  shipbuilder.  Among  his  children  were: 

James  Geddie,  born  Nov.  11,  1873 
Robert  Geddie,  born  April  3,  1880 
Colin  Geddie,  born  April  4,  1868 
Helen  Geddie,  bora  Dec.  28,  1871 
William  Geddie 
Anne  Geddie 

James  Geddie  married  Elizabeth  Kilgour  Dingwall  (bora  Jan. 
29,  1871,  died  June  22,  1933).  James  Geddie  died  Aug.  26, 
1954.  He  was  born  in  Garmouth,  Morayshire,  Scotland,  serv¬ 
ing  his  apprenticeship  as  a  baker,  and  then  went  to  sea  as  a 
baker’s  mate  on  a  ship  of  the  Castle  Lines.  Eventually,  he 
left  the  Castle  Lines  in  Capetown,  South  Africa,  and  joined 
the  Customs  Department  about  1895.  He  was  transferred  to 
East  London,  South  Africa,  where  he  married.  Elizabeth 
Dingwall  came  to  South  Africa  from  Scotland  with  her  par¬ 
ents  and  brothers  and  sisters  along  with  a  number  of  Scots 
immigrants,  landing  in  East  London  on  July  7,  1877.  They 
were  parents  of: 

Robert  Geddie,  bora  May  10,  1900,  died  Sept.  2,  1956 
James  Geddie,  born  May  29,  1902 


William  Tod  Dingwall  Geddie,  born  Nov.  6,  1903 
John  Geddie,  bom  May  10,  1906 
Colin  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  24,  1909 
David  Dingwall  Geddie,  bom  July  20,  1911 

Robert  Geddie  married  Alice  May  Lewis  on  June  2,  1934. 
James  Geddie  is  unmarried 

William  Tod  Dingwall  Geddie  married  Myrtle  Bowles  in 
1927,  and  they  are  parents  of 

Robert  Allan  Geddie,  born  1928,  who  married  Cynthia 
Estes. 

John  Geddie  married  Eileen  Roach  in  1933.  They  are  par¬ 
ents  of: 

Edith  Joyce  Geddie,  born  Dec.  13,  1933 
Colin  Duncan  Geddie,  bom  June  12,  1935 
Trevor  John  Geddie,  born  Sept.  30,  1936 
Brian  Geddie,  bom  Aug.  9,  1941 

Colin  Geddie  married  Rhennon  Jones  in  1940.  They  are 
parents  of: 

Gladdys  Geddie,  born  1940 

Colin  Richard  Geddie,  born  Dec.  27,  1945 

David  Dingwall  Geddie  married  Margaret  Robertson  (bom 
Dec.  11,  1914)  on  Jan.  2,  1942.  They  are  parents  of: 

Denise  Margaret  Geddie,  bom  Nov.  14,  1943 
Alan  David  Geddie,  born  April  25,  1948 
Sandra  Elizabeth  (leddie,  bom  May  2,  1950 

Colin  Geddie  was  born  1872  and  married  Mary  Ann  Allan  on. 
December  14,  1894.  They  were  parents  of: 

Isabell  Geddie 
Elizabeth  Geddie 
John  Geddie 
Margaret  Geddie 
Nellie  Geddie 

Isabell  Geddie  lives  at  Grantown-on-Spey,  Moray,  Scotland. 

Elizabeth  Geddie  was  married  to  EMward  Milne,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Alan  Milne  (d.),  Edward  Milne  (d.),  and 
Grant  Milne. 

John  Geddie  (an  employee  of  the  Great  North  Railway, 
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Scotland)  was  born  Nov.  17,  1897  and  married  Isabella  Gray 
Anderson  on  March  15,  1920.  They  are  parents  of: 

Colin  J.  J.  Geddie 
Douglas  Geddie 

Colin  J.  J.  Geddie  was  born  Jan.  9,  1924  and  married 
Magdalene  Davidson  on  July  16,  1947.  Colin  is  the  first 
Geddie  in  his  line  to  revert  to  the  profession  of  ship^s 
carpenter  since  the  days  of  his  great  grandfather  John 
Geddie,  who  built,  owned,  and  sailed  ships.  Colin  and 
Magdalene  Geddie  are  the  parents  of; 

Stephen  John  Geddie,  born  June  12,  1949. 

Douglas  Geddie  is  an  engineer  in  Wellington,  New  Zea¬ 
land.  He  was  born  June  27,  1925.  He  married  Anna 
Rankin  in  1953. 

Margaret  Dean  Geddie  was  married  to  Frederick  Cruick- 
shank.  They  are  parents  of: 

Doris  Margaret  Cruickshank 
Winniefred  Lorna  Cruickshank 
Irene  Alice  Cruickshank 
Frederick  Charles  Hugh  Cruichshank 

Doris  Margaret  Cruickshank  was  married  to  David  Barr, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  David  Barr,  Jr.,  Frederick 
Barr,  and  Maurene  Barr,  all  residing  in  Glasgow. 

Winniefred  Lorna  Cruickshank  was  married  to  Ernest 
McIntosh. 

Nellie  Geddie  (d)  was  married  to  -  Summers.  They  are 

parents  of  Colin  Summers  and  Lizzie  Summers,  all  living  in 
Dundee. 

William  Geddie  who  went  to  South  Africa  was  the  father  of: 

John  “Jock”  Geddie  who  married  a  Miss  -  Rennie,  and 

they  were  parents  of: 

Dora  Geddie  who  was  married  and  lives  in  Ficksburg, 
South  Africa. 

Janet  Geddie  who  was  married  to  -  Bruton,  living  in 

East  London,  South  Africa. 

Margaret  Geddie  who  married  -  Dawson,  and  they  were 

parents  of: 

Isabella  Dawson  who  was  married  to -  McNaughton 


Violet  Dawson,  who  was  married 
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Elsie  Geddie  who  was  married  to  -  Foxcraft. 

Naomi  Geddie  who  was  married  to - Best,  the  parents  of: 

Alfred  Best 
Albert  Best 
Arthur  Best. 

Naomi  Geddie  Best  was  married  (2)  to  James  Dingwall. 

Mary  Geddie,  daughter  of  Elder  William  and  Ann  (Laing)  Ged¬ 
die  was  married  to  -  Duncan  (ship  builder  in  Kingston-on- 

Spey). 

Anne  Geddie,  born  1821,  daughter  of  Elder  William  and  Ann 
(Laing)  Geddie  was  married  to  John  Duncan  (no  relation  to 
her  sisters  husband). 

William  Geddie,  like  his  father  Elder  William  Geddie,  and  bro¬ 
thers,  entered  the  ship  building  business.  However,  his  opera¬ 
tions  were  in  Lossiemouth.  Little  is  known  about  his  large 
family. 

Elder  William  Geddie  married  (2)  Ann  Moir  (who  died  November 
6,  1867  at  the  age  of  72  years.)  To  this  union  were  born: 

Twin  sons  (stillborn)  in  1825  ttt  •  u.. 

Margaret  Geddie,  born  1826,  who  was  married  to  — —  Wright. 

Barbara  Geddie,  born  1828,  who  was  married  to  -  Sutherland. 

Isabella  Geddie,  born  1830,  who  was  married  to  -  Anderson. 

George  Geddie  (M.D.,  F.R.C.S.)  born  1833. 

Helen  Geddie,  born  1837,  died  1838 

Dr.  George  Geddie  was  born  in  1833  and  died  on  May  6,  1899, 
at  the  age  of  66  years.  On  Oct.  30,  1862,  he  married  Isabella 
Stewart,  who  died  Aug.  29,  1919,  age  89.  They  were  the  parents 
of: 

Mary  Anne  Geddie,  b.  Nov.  2,  1865 

Sophia  Geddie,  b.  July  12,  1872,  d.  Oct.  18,  1952 

Isabelle  Geddie,  b.  Oct.  2,  1867  ,  ,  ^  tocc, 

George  Geddie  (the  marine  engineer),  b.  June  20,  18b9 
William  Stewart  Geddie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  b.  Nov  20,  1863 

Mary  Anne  Geddie  married  Broderick  McDonald,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Ella  McDonald. 

Isabelle  Geddie  lives  with  her  brother  George  Geddie  as  The 
Cross,  Garmouth,  Morayshire,  Scotland.  George  Geddie  was  a 
marine  engineer  and  sailed  the  seven  seas  of  the  world.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Glasgow.  He  served  in 
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China  in  the  second  Boxer  Rebellion.  For  many  years,  he 
trained  Japanese  marine  engineers.  He  served  in  the  Jap- 
Russo  War  in  which  he  won  Order  of  Rising  Sun.  He  retired 
from  the  Nippon-Yosen-Jusha  Shipline  in  1910. 

Dr.  William  Stewart  Geddie  (M.D.,  F.R.C.S.)  died  Dec.  12, 
1920,  at  the  age  of  57  years.  He  married  Isabella  Davidson 
Thomson  who  died  Jan.  25,  1942,  at  the  age  of  79  years.  Dr. 
William  Stewart  Geddie  and  Isabella  Davidson  Thomson  were 
married  in  Gympie,  Queensland,  Australia,  to  which  place  Dr. 
Stewart  had  gone  from  Scotland,  and  in  which  village  he  was 
resident  surgeon  at  the  Gympie  Hospital.  They  were  the 
parents  of: 

^eorge  Geddie 
Phoebe  Geddie 
Isabella  Geddie 

George  Geddie  was  born  June  24,  1895,  at  the  Gympie  Hos¬ 
pital,  Gympie,  Australia,  and  served  in  World  War  I.  Hei 
married  Euphemia  Perle  Howell.  George  Geddie  is  a  plant 
engineer  now  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  went  from 
Australia.  (This  serves  as  an  entire  circling  of  the  globe 
by  the  Geddies).  George  and  Perle  Geddie  are  the  parents 
of: 

Isabel  Stewart  Geddie,  born  May  24,  1930 
George  Geddie,  bom  Dec.  15,  1931 
Charlotte  May  Geddie,  born  July  16,  1933 
Ann  Margaret  Geddie,  born  March  5,  1947 

Isabel  Stewart  Geddie  was  married  to  William  Ralph  Spink 
in  1951.  (William  Ralph  Spink  was  bora  Oct.  4,  1931). 
They  are  parents  of: 

Sheila  Mariann  Spink,  born  May  11,  1952 
Christine  Meggan  Spink,  bora  July  9,  1953 
William  Stewart  Spink,  born  Nov.  23,  1954 
Arthur  Douglas  Spink,  born  Jan.  17,  1956 
David  Keith  Spink,  born  June  11,  1957 

Charlotte  May  Geddie  was  married  to  Stephen  Francis 
McLaughlin  in  1956.  (Stephen  McLaughlin  was  born 
March,  1933). 

Phoebe  Geddie  was  married  to  George  Christie,  and  they 
have  two  children.  They  live  in  Fochabers,  Scotland. 

Isabella  Geddie  was  married  to  James  McKay,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  George,  Sheila,  and  Hamish  (James)  McKay. 

James  Geddie,  the  son  of  James  and  Barbara  (Duncan)  Geddie,  was 
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a  wood  merchant,  land  owner,  and  ship  builder.  He  was  bom  1780 
and  died  in  1873.  He  had  no  family. 


In  Fife,  Scotland,  there  is  a  family  of  Geddies  whose  ancestors, 
according  to  one  of  its  members,  originally  came  from  the  North 
of  Scotland,  confusing  the  issue  of  whether  Geddies  originated  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  or  down  in  the  shire  of  Fife.  This  branch  of 
the  Geddies  stems  also  from  a  James  Geddie,  of  the  parish  of  Ken- 
noway,  Fifeshire. 

James  Geddie  was  a  Wright,  or  shoemaker,  at  Baynton,  Kennoway, 
Fife.  One  of  the  earliest  references  to  him  is  in  a  disposition  in 
his  favor  dated  April  28,  1787.  This  James  Geddie  bought  up  vari¬ 
ous  pieces  of  land  which  constitute  the  farm  of  Eighty,  which  he 
farmed  himself.  James  Geddie  was  the  father  of: 

David  Geddie  who  farmed  The  Eighty  after  his  father.  David 
was  one  of  four  sons,  the  names  of  the  others  not  being  available. 
David  Geddie  married  Margaret  Gowan.  They  were  parents  of: 

James  Watson  Geddie 
Henry  Geddie 
Isabella  Geddie 

James  Watson  Geddie  studied  at  St.  Andrews  University  and 
became  a  minister.  After  serving  for  a  time  as  minister  of  a 
church  in  Ceres,  Fife,  Scotland,  he  became  minister  of  the  High 
United  Free  Church  in  Banff,  Scotland.  He  married  Isabella 
Thomson,  daughter  of  William  Thomson,  minister  of  the  Pit- 
caimgreen  Free  Church,  in  1863.  Rev.  James  Watson  Geddie 
died  in  1913.  Rev.  James  Watson  and  Isabella  (Thomson)  Ged¬ 
die  were  parents  of: 

David  Watson  Geddie 
John  William  Thomas  Geddie 
Mary  Moncrieff  Geddie 
Laura  Hope  Geddie 

David  Watson  Geddie,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M.,  was  born  July  9, 
1864,  in  Fife  and  died  in  1930.  Dr.  David  Watson  Geddie  was 
a  general  medical  practicioner  specializing  in  diseases  of 
children  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland.  He  was  bom  in  Ceres,  Fife. 
He  married  Margaret  Webster  Thomson,  daughter  of  George 
Webster  Thomson,  minister  of  Free  West  Church  in  Aberdeen. 
They  were  parents  of: 

Mary  Omond  Hope  Geddie 
Laura  Lucia  Geddie 
John  Moncrieff  Geddie 

Mary  Omond  Hope  Geddie  was  born  in  1906  and  was  mar- 
Tied  to  Jean  Baptiste  Lucianj  (d).  ■,  y - 
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Laura  Lucia  Geddie,  born  in  1909,  was  married  to  Herbert 
Ewen 

Dr.  John  Moncrieff  Geddie  (M.D.)  was  born  Jan.  23,  1914, 
and  married  Margaret  Helen  Cook.  They  are  parents  of: 

Helen  Laura  Geddie,  born  Nov.  16,  1944 
Joan  Margaret  Geddie,  born  Dec.  21,  1946 
Ann  Moncrieff  Geddie,  born  Oct.  19,  1949 
David  Omand  Geddie,  born  March  15,  1956 

John  William  Thomas  Geddie,  bom  1865,  earned  his  M.A. 
degree  and  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree  in  Aberdeen  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  died  in  1899. 

Mary  Janet  Moncrieff  Geddie  was  married  to  Dr.  A.  Gordon 
Ingram. 

Laura  Hope  Geddie  was  married  to  Dr.  George  Dean,  profes¬ 
sor  of  pathology  at  Aberdeen  University,  who  at  one  time 
studied  with  Pasteur,  and  Lord  Lister,  creator  of  the  antisep¬ 
tic,  Listerine. 

Henry  Geddie  farmed  Westerton,  Lochgelly,  and  he  was  the 
father  of: 

Isabella  Geddie 

Alexander  Watson  Thomas  Geddie  &  James  Geddie,  twins 
David  Geddie. 

Isabella  Geddie  was  married  to  -  McCall,  of  the  Pearl 

Assurance  Society,  Edinburgh. 

Alexander  Watson  Thomas  Geddie  was  an  engineer  and  the 
father  of: 

Henry  Wilson  Geddie 
John  Sempill  Geddie 
James  Watson  Thomson  Geddie 
David  Arnot  Sempill  Geddie 
David  Alexander  Smith  Geddie 
Margaret  Drummond  Geddie 

Henry  Wilson  Geddie,  M.A.,  F.E.I.S.,  is  a  school  teacher 
and  member  of  Wigtownshire  Education  Committee,  member 
of  the  town  council,  honorary  sheriff  substitute.  He  is  the 
father  of: 

Henry  S.  Geddie,  born  Oct.  14,  1925,  who  is  a  school  teach¬ 
er  at  Kilmarnock,  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 

John  Sempill  Geddie  is  head  of  the  shipping  department  of 


Barry  Ostlers  and  Shepherd,  Linoleum  manufacturers  in 
Kirkcaldy,  Scotland. 

James  Watson  Thomson  Geddie  is  in  the  motor  engineering 
business  in  Kirkcaldy,  Scotland. 

David  Arnot  Sempill  Geddie  owns  a  Chemist's  business 
(druggist  or  pharmacist)  in  London,  England. 

David  Alexander  Smith  Geddie  is  in  the  banking  business 
in  London. 

Margaret  Drummond  Geddie  (d.,  1950)  lived  with  her  hus¬ 
band  Arthur  Aitken  at  The  Eighty,  Kennoway,  Fife. 

James  Geddie  farmed  The  Eighty,  died  1916. 

David  Geddie  emigrated  to  Canada  where  he  ran  a  fruit  farm. 

Isabella  Geddie,  daughter  of  David  Geddie,  was  married  to  John 
Wilson  of  Kincardine  on  Forth,  an  official  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  department  of  the  British  Government.  Isabella  Geddie 
Wilson  died  about  1928. 

McPHAIL  GENEALOGY 

This  does  not  purport  to  be  a  complete  genealogy  of  the  McPhail 
family,  for  the  family  is  too  large,  and  many  segments  of  it  are 
scattered  throughout  the  world.  Rather,  this  is  the  family  record 
of  one  Dougald  McPhail,  who  came  to  the  United  States  froni  Scot¬ 
land  around  1772  in  the  company  of  his  sister  Isabella  McPhail,  who 
married  James  Daniel  Geddie,  and  his  brother  Daniel  McPhail.  For 
the  complete  record  of  the  descendants  of  Isabella  McPhail,  see  the 
Geddie  Genealogy. 

Daniel  McPhail  accepted  land  from  the  King  of  England  in  form  of 
patents,  and  at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war  swore  that  he 
would  not  fight  a  man  who  gave  him  land.  During  the  period,  a 
man  representing  himself  as  a  tax  collector  of  the  crown  confronted 
Daniel  one  day  and  forced  him  into  a  fight.  Daniel  was  forced  to 
kill  him.  After  that  Daniel  McPhail  disappeared,  some  say  to 
Canada,  some  say  to  Alabama.  Actually,  no  one  ever  heard  of  him 
again. 

The  family  McPhail  is  referred  to  by  some  writers  as  a  sept  of  the 
Clan  Cameron.  Some  writers  refer  to  them  as  a  sept  of  the  Clan 
Chattan.  Dr.  George  Fraser  Black,  in  the  Surnames  of  Scotland 
writes:  “The  Book  of  Mackay  claims  that  a  section  of  McPhails 
were  the  sons  of  Paul,  son  of  Neil  MacNeil  Mackay,  brother  to 
Angue  Dubb,  of  1411.  The  Seil-Phaill  of  Sir  Robert  Gordon  appears 
to  have  been  Mackays  descended  from  Paul.  A  list  of  tenants  of  the 
Reay  estates  about  1678  shows  a  number  of  MacPhails."  So,  the 
name  of  McPhail  really  means  the  son  of  Paul. 
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Dougald  McPhail  was  born  May  20,  1761,  in  Scotland  and  came  to 
the  United  States  around  1772  on  a  boat  containing  his  sister  Isa¬ 
bella,  his  brother  Daniel;  James  Daniel  Geddie  and  possibly  two  of 
his  brothers;  and  the  remainder  of  the  boat  load  were  Maxwells. 
They  settled  somewhere  in  the  valley  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  around 
Fayetteville,  probably  some  miles  east  or  south  of  Fayetteville,  N.C. 
Dougald  McPhail  married  Isabella  Murphy  who  was  born  April  27, 
1771,  in  the  United  States,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1846.  Dougald  McPhail 
died  July  1,  1839.  (Isabella  Murphy  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Murphy,  from  Scotland,  and  Isabella  Porter,  from  Ireland):  To 
the  union  of  Dougald  and  Isabella  (Murphy)  McPhail  were  born: 

Thomas  McPhail 
Daniel  McPhail 
John  A.  McPhail 

Dougald  &  Robert  McPhail — twins 
William  McPhail 
Archibald  McPhail 
James  McPhail  (died  when  young) 

Mary  Margaret  McPhail 
Agnes  “Nancy”  McPhail 

Thomas,  Mary  Margaret  and  Archibald  McPhail  went  from  North 
Carolina  on  March  22,  1850  with  James  Alexander  Geddie  (hus¬ 
band  of  Mary  Margaret)  to  Texas  in  covered  wagons,  arriving  in 
1852  or  1853.  See  James  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  John  Geddie, 
son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie. 

Thomas  McPhail  was  born  April  1,  1795  in  North  Carolina,  and 
died  in  Texas  May  6,  1875.  He  married  Margaret  McNeill  who 
died  June  10,  1853.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Thomas  Robert  McPhail 
Hector  McPhail 
Isabella  McPhail 
John  A.  McPhail 
Daniel  McNeill  McPhail 
Dougald  McPhail 
Mary  Margaret  McPhail 

Thomas  Robert  McPhail  was  bom  April  14,  1821  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1897  in  Texas.  He  married  Margaret 
Cade  on  Aug.  28,  1862  (probably  a  sister  to  H.  B.  Cade).  She 
was  born  Dec.  20,  1841.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Margaret  Isabella  McPhail,  born  March  6,  1861,  was  married 
to  Amsey  Kirkpatrick  and  to  this  union  were  bora: 

Irving  Kirkpatrick 

Mary  Kirkpatrick,  who  was  married  to  Jess  Vaughan 
Nancy  Kirkpatrick,  who  was  married  to  Fred  Vaughan 
Manuel  Kirkpatrick 
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Alvie  Kirkpatrick 

Lela  Kirkpatrick  who  was  married  to  Mac  Carroll 

Mary  Ella  McPhail,  born  Nov.  12,  1867,  who  was  married  to 
David  F.  Large,  (died  Feb.  21,  1944)  on  Aug.  26,  1894.  To 
this  union  were  born; 

G.  H.  Large,  bom  Aug.  8,  1896,  died  Sept.  5,  1899 
S.  C.  Large,  bora  Sept.  11,  1898 

Esther  M.  Large,  born  March  16,  1901  who  was  married  to 
Link  Hobbs. 

S.  T.  Large,  born  March  15,  1904 

Jessie  C.  Large,  born  Feb.  25,  1907,  who  was  married  to 
John  Hobbs. 

Annie  Elizabeth  McPhail,  born  Jan.  29,  1872,  was  married  to 
B.  J.  Odom,  and  to  this  union  were  born; 

Ara  Odom 
Orela  Odom 
Ila  Odom 
Essie  Odom 
Jessie  Odom 

Ara  Odom  was  married  to  Howard  Ralph  Calder,  and  to 
this  union  were  bora: 

Ruth  Calder  who  was  married  to  Paul  Whitaker 
Howard  Ralph  Calder,  Jr. 

Lillian  Calder 

Orela  Odom,  who  was  married  to  Jess  F.  Crim,  the  parents 
of  Winford  Crim,  who  married  Virginia  DeRusset,  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Jerry  and  Danny  Crim. 

Ila  Odom  who  was  married  to  Joe  Love  joy,  the  parents  of 

Hazel  Love  joy  who  was  married  to  Lloyd  Walker 
Annie  Jane  Love  joy  who  was  married  to  Fred  King 

Essie  Odom  was  married  (1)  to  Claude  Maxwell,  the  parents 
of  Billy  Maxwell  who  married  Nina - ;  and  Roby  Max¬ 

well  who  married  Laverne  Foreman.  Essie  Odom  was  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  to  J.  W.  Amburn 

Jessie  Odom  married  Margie  Rector,  the  parents  of  Mike 
Odom. 

Vinette  McPhail  was  married  to  Walter  Hall,  the  parents  of 

Lonnie  Hall  who  war  married  to  Jess  Shaw,  the  parents  of 
Harold  Shaw 
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Azmon  D.  Hall 

Herman  Hall  who  married  Jewell  Rector 
Leon  Hall 

Clara  Hall  who  was  married  to  - Rector 

J.  V.  Hall 

Thomas  McPhail,  born  June  4,  1866,  d.  Nov.  2,  1867 
John  Cade  McPhail,  born  Aug.  5,  1871,  d.  Aug.  22,  1873 

Hector  McPhail  was  born  June  14,  1835,  and  died  Mar.  27,  1902 
in  Texas.  He  was  unmarried. 

Isabella  McPhail  was  born  Jan.  12,  1856,  and  died  April  5,  1899. 
John  A.  McPhail  (No  information) 

Daniel  McNeill  McPhail  (See  Geddie  genealogy,  under  James 
Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  John  Geddie.)  He  married  Isabella 
Geddie. 

Dougald  McPhail  married  Julia  Rosenbaum,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  Jim  Emmett,  Johnny  McPhail,  and  Addie  McPhail. 
Dougald  McPhail  moved  to  Hunt  County  sometime  before  1900, 
and  the  writer  was  not  able  to  gather  further  information  on 
him. 

Mary  Margaret  McPhail  was  married  to  Alex  Rosenbaum.  To 
this  union  was  born  at  least  one  child,  Margaret  Ann  Rosenbaum, 
who  married  -  Britton. 

Mary  Margaret  McPhail:  (See  Geddie  Genealogy).  She  married 
James  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  John  Geddie,  who  was  son  of  James 
Daniel  Geddie,  from  Scotland. 

Archibald  McPhail  was  bom  in  1811  in  North  Carolina  and  died  in 
1863  in  Texas.  He  married  Mary  Magdalene  Rosenbaum  who  was 
born  in  1831  and  died  in  1862.  They  were  buried  in  the  Geddie 
cemetery  at  Owlet  Green,  south  of  Van,  Van  Zandt  County,  Texas. 
This  cemetery  is  a  part  of  the  old  James  Alexander  Geddie  farm, 
where  James  Alexander  and  Mary  Margaret  Geddie  also  are  buried. 
To  the  union  of  Archibald  McPhail  and  Mary  Magdalene  Rosen¬ 
baum  were  born  the  following  children: 

Emma  McPhail,  born  Mar.  22,  1860,  died  Dec.  19,  1861 

John  Archibald  McPhail,  born  April  12,  1862,  died  Oct.  20,  1862 

An  infant,  possibly  D.  J.  McPhail  died  as  a  baby 

Virginia  Carolina  McPhail 

James  Dobbin  McPhail 

Virginia  Carolina  McPhail  was  born  Sept.  16,  1856,  and  died 
April  15,  1925.  She  was  married  to  Benjamin  Whitfield  Gentry 
(born  Oct.  4,  1852,  died.  May  6,  1944)  on  Dec.  23,  1876.  To  them 
were  born: 
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Mary  Epsie  Gentry 
Brady  Preston  Gentry 
Minnie  Lou  Genty 
David  Archibald  Gentry 
Carrie  Isabelle  Gentry 

Infant  female  twins  born  and  died  Nov.  15,  1890 
Cora  Katherine  Gentry 

Mary  Epsie  Gentry  was  born  Sept.  29,  1877  and  was  married  to 
Charles  Thorne.  To  them  were  born: 

Esther  Virginia  Thorne  who  was  married  to  J.  W.  Dickinson 

Lulu  Elizabeth  Thorne  who  was  married  to  Robert  Peterson, 
the  parents  of  Robert  Charles  Peterson. 

Brady  Preston  Gentry  was  born  August  18,  - .  He  was 

County  Attorney,  and  County  Judge  of  Smith  County;  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Texas  Highway  Commission,  and  Member,  United 
States  Congress,  House  of  Representatives.  He  also  served  as 
Assistant  Tax  Assessor-Collector  of  Van  Zandt  County,  Texas; 
and  Secy-Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Tyler,  Texas 

Minnie  Lou  Gentry  was  born  December  8,  1879  and  was  married 
to  John  Earl  White,  born  Mar.  12,  1877.  To  them  were  born: 

John  Earl  White,  Jr. 

Brady  White 
Andrew  Ben  White 
Mastin  Gentry  White 
Cora  Lou  White 

John  Earl  White,  Jr.  was  born  Oct.  3,  1910  and  married 
Dorothy  Needham  on  Dec.  11,  1956. 

Brady  White  was  bom  April  16,  1917  and  married  Marguerite 
Kile  on  June  20,  1948 

Andrew  Ben  White  was  born  Oct.  4,  1919,  and  married 
Margie  Ann  Hall  on  March  14,  1942.  To  them  was  born 

Andrew  Ben  White,  Jr.,  bom  Dec.  7,  1947 

Mastin  Gentry  White  was  born  Jan.  1,  1901,  and  married 
Marjorie  Delight  Perry  on  March  2,  1929.  Mastin  is  Com¬ 
missioner,  U.  S.  Court  of  Claims.  He  supplied  most  of  in¬ 
formation  on  Texas  McPhails. 

Cora  Lou  White  was  born  Jan.  2,  1908,  and  was  married  to 
Olen  Johnson  on  Dec.  21,  1929.  To  them  were  born: 

Joseph  Olen  Johnson,  bom  June  28,  1933,  who  married 

213 


Jo  Nan  Duron  on  May  26,  1955.  They  are  parents  of 
Jennifer  Lou  Johnson,  born  in  June  1958. 

Linda  Lou  Johnson 

David  Archibald  Gentry  was  born  Mar.  18,  1882,  and  died 
Feb.  18,  1889. 

Carrie  Isabelle  Gentry  was  married  to  Osce  Terry.  To  them 
were  bom 

Willie  Floy  Terry  who  was  married  to  Victor  Mabry,  and 
they  are  parents  of  Virginia  Lee  Mabry. 

Virginia  Terry  who  was  married  to  Milton  C.  Smith 

Oscelie  Terry  was  married  to  V.  E.  Thompson 

Infant  Daughter  Twins,  born  and  died  Nov.  15,  1890. 

Cora  Katherine  Gentry,  born  Dec.  3,  1887,  was  married  to 
Edward  Hardegree  (bora  Dec.  5,  1887)  on  Oct.  30,  1910.  To 
them  were  born: 

Max  Gentry  Hardegree 
Howard  Preston  Hardegree 
Ben  Whit  Hardegree 
Joe  Hal  Hardegree 
Twins:  Jean  Evelyn  Hardegree 
Jerome  Earl  Hardegree 

Max  Gentry  Hardegree  was  born  Aug.  26,  1925,  and  married 
Betty  Stewart.  To  them  were  born  Michael  Jean  Hardegree, 
(female),  born  in  1949,  and  Catherine  Joe  Hardegree,  born 
July  4,  1954 

Howard  Preston  Hardegree  was  born  Jan.  16,  1918.  He 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  Air  Forces 
during  World  War  II,  3rd  Pursuit  Squadron,  stationed  in 
the  Philippines.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Japanese, 
and  was  on  the  Bataan  death  march.  He  is  missing  in  ac¬ 
tion. 

Ben  Whit  Hardegree  was  born  Sept.  13,  1914,  and  married 
Marjorie  Starnes  (born  Oct.  19,  1915)  on  Aug.  25,  1940.  To 
them  were  born: 

Edward  Carnie  Hardegree,  born  Sept.  14,  1941 
Sarah  Judith  Hardegree,  bora  Dec.  9,  1944 
Howard  Preston  Hardegree,  born  Jan.  19,  1952 

Joe  Hal  Hardegree  was  bora  Mar.  31,  1929.  He  was  a  member 


of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Texas  State  Legislature, 
and  a  Navigator  in  U.  S.  Air  Force.  He  married  Betty 
Steel  on  Aug.  29,  1958. 

Jean  Evelyn  Hardegree  was  born  Dec.  24,  1920,  and  was 
married  to  M.  C.  Bolin  (bom  Aug.  29,  1919)  on  July  4,  1941. 

Jerome  Earl  Hardegree  was  born  Dec.  24.,  1920.  He  was  a 
pilot  in  U.  S.  Air  Force.  He  married  Barbara  Moseman  in 
1952,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Debra  Lynn  Hardegree, 
bom  May  21,  1954. 

James  Dobbin  (Uncle  Dobbin)  McPhail  was  the  son  of  Archibald 
and  Mary  Magdelene  McPhail.  He  was  bom  July  1,  1858,  and 
died  April  11,  1928.  He  married  Sarah  Winifred  (“Aunt  Sally”) 
Hendley  who  was  born  Oct.  3,  1858.  They  were  the  parents  of: 

Mary  Evie  McPhail 
Levi  Dobbin  McPhail 
Virginia  Pearl  McPhail 
Homer  Flavus  McPhail 
Minnie  Lavada  McPhail 
Ben  Archibald  McPhail 

Mary  Evie  McPhail  was  born  April  11,  1896,  and  was  married 
to  George  Reaves  (bom  Nov.  20,  1893)  on  Nov.  22,  1914.  They 
are  the  parents  of: 

Ruby  Ophelia  Reaves 
Iris  Naomi  Reaves 
Ralph  Maurice  Reaves 
Francis  Margaret  Reaves 
Betty  Jane  Reaves 

Ruby  Ophelia  Reaves  was  born  Dec.  2,  1915,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Maurice  McDuff.  To  this  union  were  born  Richard 
Alvin,  Patricia  Ann,  Janice  Kay,  and  Sandra  Lynn  McDuff. 
Sandra  Lynn  was  born  July  2,  1947,  and  died  Dec.l8,  1955. 

Iris  Naomi  Reaves  was  born  Jan.  12,  1920  and  was  married 
to  Truman  Adkins  (born  Dec.  18,  1920)  on  Dec.  24,  1952. 

Ralph  Maurice  Reaves  was  born  Jan.  5,  1924,  and  married 
Gwendolyn  Ray,  and  to  this  union  were  born:  Michael  Allen 
Reaves,  and  Gary  Ralph  Reaves. 

Francis  Margaret  Reaves  was  born  May  10,  1930,  and  was 
married  to  Tony  Douglas,  the  parents  of  Hank  Randolph 
Douglas,  bom  Nov.  7,  1953 

Betty  Jane  Reaves  was  born  Jan.  13,  1933,  and  was  married 
to  Cal  Felix,  the  parents  of  James  Tracy  Reaves,  bom  Sept. 
7,  1957. 
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Levi  Dobbin  McPhail  married  Daisy  Terry,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

Thomas  Graydon  McPhail,  bom  Sept.  29,  1904  who  married 
Ruth  Lena  Fortune  on  Aug.  30,  1924.  They  are  the  parents 
of: 

Wanda  Jean  McPhail,  born  Dec.  30,  1925 
Barbara  Ruth  McPhail,  born  April  5,  1928 

Wanda  Jean  McPhail  was  married  to  -  Walton,  and 

they  are  the  parents  of  John  Walton  and  Barbara  Lisa 
Walton 

Albert  Dobbin  McPhail,  born  March  24,  1912,  married  Agnes 
Christine  Fowler  on  Dec.  20,  1934.  They  are  the  parents  of 
Penney  McPhail,  born  Jan.  30,  1941 

William  Brady  McPhail  was  bom  on  Jan.  30,  1917,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Sumi  Camp  (born  Nov.  25,  1917)  on  Aug.  17,  1946. 

Hazel  Terry  McPhail  was  born  Aug.  9,  1921,  and  was  married 
to  Samuel  Calvin  Wilson  on  Nov.  4,  1942.  They  are  the 
parents  of  Terry  Lynn  Wilson,  born  Feb.  23,  1944,  and 
Thomas  Calvin  Wilson,  born  Sept.  19,  1953. 

Virginia  Pearl  McPhail  was  bom  Sept.  19,  1887,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Nathaniel  Edward  Clark  (bom  Oct.  25,  1885)  on  Dec. 
13,  1908.  To  them  were  born: 

Leola  Ruth  Clark 
Rachael  Clark 
James  Edward  Clark 
Charles  Edwin  Clark 
N.  E.  Clark,  Jr. 

Mary  Lois  Clark 
Pearl  Virginia  Clark 

Leola  Ruth  Clark  was  born  August  2,  1910,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  W.  L.  Morris  (born  Nov.  12,  1908)  on  Sept.  9,  1937. 
They  are  the  parents  of  Jo  Morris,  born  Nov.  13,  1942 

Rachael  Clark  was  born  March  21,  1913,  and  was  married  to 
Jeff  Chappell  (born  July  31,  1902)  on  Sept.  19,  1934.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Judy  Chappell,  born  Oct.  16,  1941;  and  of 
Joe  Ann  Chappell  (born  Nov.  23,  1935)  who  was  married  to 
Odis  Batey  (born  Oct.  11,  1936)  on  Feb.  21,  1958 

James  Edward  Clark  was  born  Sept.  26,  1916  and  married 

Ellen - (born  April  27,  1919)  on  Nov.  25,  1938.  They 

are  the  parents  of: 
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Jimmy  Clark,  born  Aug.  12,  1941 
Kay  Clark  born  Sept.  27,  1946 
Marilyn  Clark,  born  Nov.  20,  1949 

Charles  Edwin  Clark  was  bom  Sept.  26,  1918,  and  married 

Doris  -  (born  May  8, - )  on  Sept.  15,  1942.  They  are 

parents  of: 

James  Edwin  Clark,  born  Aug.  12,  1946 
Steve  Clark,  born  Nov.  13,  1948 
Susan  Clark,  born  Nov.  13,  1949 

N.  E.  Clark,  Jr.  was  born  Dec.  29,  1924,  and  married  Peggy 

-  (bora  Sept.  29,  - )  on  Dec.  31,  1943.  They  are  the 

parents  of  Lynn  Clark,  bora  Dec.  17,  1945,  and  Billy  Clark, 
born  Nov.  1,  1951. 

Mary  Lois  Clark  was  born  Sept.  30,  1920,  and  was  married 
to  T.  D.  Roberts  (born  Oct.  1,  1915)  on  May  22,  1942.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Ginger  Roberts,  born  March  20,  1948,  and 
Troy  D.  Roberts,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  31,  1950 

Pearl  Virginia  Clark  was  born  June  8,  1927,  and  was  mar^ 
ried  to  H.  O.  Alloway  (born  Aug.  9,  1930)  on  June  3,  1951. 
They  are  parents  of  Ginny  Lou  Alloway,  born  Oct.  27,  1952, 
and  Orville  Alloway,  born  March  6,  1955. 

Homer  Flavus  McPhail  (d)  was  a  Van  Zandt  County  official 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  well  known,  respected  and 
liked  in  all  of  Van  Zandt  County.  He  married  Fannie  Terry, 
(Sister  to  Daisy  Terry,  wife  of  his  brother  Levi  McPhail),  and 
to  this  union  were  born: 

Claydie  Mae  McPhail,  bora  March  5,  1911 
Homer  Hugh  McPhail,  bom  Nov.  25,  1917 
Joe  McPhail,  born  Oct.  10,  1921 
Larry  Keith  McPhail,  born  Nov.  25,  1930 

Claydie  Mae  McPhail  was  married  to  Charles  Edward  Phelps, 
and  they  are  parents  of: 

Suzanne  Phelps,  born  Oct.  9,  1935 
Charles  Edward  Phelps  II,  born  Jan.  8,  1938 

Suzanne  Phelps  was  married  to  Howard  Goodwin,  and  they 
are  parents  of  Jill  Goodwin,  born  Oct.  14,  1954,  and  Lynn 
Goodwin,  born  July  8,  1957 

Charles  Edward  Phelps  II  married  Peggy  - ,  and  they 

are  the  parents  of  Cindy  Dean  Phelps,  bora  July  7,  1958 

Homer  Hugh  McPhail  married  Martha  Sue  Gassaway  (bora 
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July  30,  1918)  on  June  29,  1946,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 

James  Hugh  McPhail,  bom  Aug.  13,  1948 
Clayton  Joe  McPhail,  born  Sept.  9,  1951 
Margaret  Sue  “Megg”  McPhail,  bom  Oct  .18,  1953 

Larry  McPhail  married  Shirley  Wood,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Edwina  McPhail,  born  July  2,  1956 

Joe  McPhail  married  Naomi  Melton,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of: 

Karen  McPhail,  born  Mar.  24,  1951 
Michael  McPhail,  born  Dec.  7,  1952 
Terry  Ann  McPhail,  born  Mar.  18,  1957 
Mary  Jo  McPhail,  b.  Jan.,  1959. 

Minnie  Lavada  McPhail  was  bom  July  21,  1894,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  Oct.  26,  1913  to  Edgar  Allen  Wright,  born  Sept.  13, 
1892.  To  this  union  were  born: 

James  Franklin  Wright,  born  July  25,  1915 
Marland  Cecil  Wright,  born  Dec.  13,  1917 
Edgar  Allen  Wright,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  9,  1919 
Agnes  Laverne  Wright,  bom  Aug.  19,  1923 
Jack  Archie  Wright,  bom  Sept.  22,  1926 
Billy  Joe  Wright,  born  July  24,  1929 
Bobby  Horace  Wright,  born  Sept.  24,  1931 

James  Franklin  Wright  married  Estha  May  Beaver  (bom 
April,  - ),  on  June  3,  1951,  and  they  are  parents  of: 

James  Edwin  Wright,  born  Sept.  19,  1953 
Cynthia  Ann  Wright,  born  April  24,  1957 

Marland  Cecil  Wright  married  Kathryn  King  (born  April 
20,  1924)  on  Aug.  23,  1941.  They  are  parents  of: 

Larry  Marland  Wright,  born  June  29,  1944 
Eddie  Lee  Wright,  born  June  3,  1947 

Edgar  Allen  Wright,  Jr.  married  Geneva  Faye  Clements 
(born  Oct.  11,  1919)  on  Feb.  22,  1941.  They  are  parents  of: 

Edna  Fay  Wright,  born  Dec.  3,  1942 
Rebecca  Sue  Wright,  born  June  14,  1947 

Agnes  Laverne  Wright  was  married  on  Aug.  19,  1944  to  Ed¬ 
gar  Frank  Ponder,  born  April  18,  1923.  They  are  parents  of: 

James  Wayne  Ponder,  bom  Mar.  19,  1945 
Judy  Ann  Ponder,  born  July  1,  1953 


Jack  Archie  Wright  married  Velma  Verda  Bull  (bom  Aug. 
20,  1925)  on  May  13,  1950.  They  are  parents  of: 

Janet  Wright,  born  Sept.  26,  1954 
Jack  Randal  Wright,  born  Jan.  12,  1957 
Martin  Wayne  Wright,  born  Aug.  16,  1958 

Billy  Joe  Wright  married  Margaret  Ann  Rowan  (born  Sept. 
14,  1936)  on  Nov.  28,  1953.  They  are  parents  of: 

Billy  Joe  Wright,  Jr.,  born  Mar.  19,  1955 
Jeanne  Valinda  Wright,  born  April  19,  1957 

Bobby  Horace  Wright  married  Virginia  May  McClellan  (bom 
Dec.  29,  1936)  on  Aug.  20,  1956.  They  are  parents  of: 

Bobby  Keith  Wright,  born  Feb.  3,  1957 
Violet  Dian  Wright,  born  Jan.  13,  1958 
Troy  Wayne  Wright,  bom  Dec.  3,  1958 

Ben  Archibald  McPhail  married  Mary  Grace  Rusk,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of: 

Annie  Grace  McPhail  who  was  married  to  Otto  Dukes,  the 
parents  of  Gary  Dukes  and  Kay  Dukes. 

Ben  Archibald  McPhail  married  (2)  Mattie  Elizabeth  Hard- 
egree  and  to  them  were  born: 

Doris  Elaine  McPhail  who  was  married  to  Martin  Erwin,  the 
parents  of  Lynda  Edwin 

Sarah  Eloise  McPhail,  who  was  married  to  J.  E.  Walters,  the 
parents  of  Jimmy  Walters,  and  Carol  Walters. 

Daniel  McPhail  was  the  son  of  Dougald  and  Isabella  (Murphy) 
McPhail.  He  was  born  in  1797  and  died  in  1880.  He  married 
Margaret  Christian  Baker  (first  cousin  to  John  McPhail’s  wife). 
To  this  union  were  born: 

Sarah  Catherine  McPhail 
Mary  Jane  McPhail 
Emaline  McPhail 
Matilda  McPhail 
Margaret  McPhail 
Dougald  McPhail 
Elizabeth  McPhail 

The  writer  has  no  information  on  Sarah  Catherine  McPhail 

Mary  Jane  McPhail  was  born  Sept.  2,  1823,  and  died  Nov.  8,  1883. 
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Emmaline  McPhail  was  born  Aug.  21,  1828,  and  died  July  14, 
1876.  She  was  married  to  William  Skipper,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Civil  War.  They  were  the  parents  of:  John  F.  Skipper,  and 
Daniel  J.  Skipper. 

Matilda  McPhail  was  married  to  Josiah  Cook.  She  died  Feb.  6, 
1861,  at  the  age  of  31  yearse.  No  issue. 

Margaret  McPhail  was  born  Oct.  24,  1836,  and  died  May  25,  1919. 
After  the  death  of  her  sister  Matilda,  she  was  married  to  Josiah 
Cook  who  was  born  Sept.  22,  1825,  and  died  July  19,  1923.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

Rachael  Bell  Cook 
Edward  Cook 
Josephine  Cook 
Christian  Cook 

Rachael  Bell  Cook  married  Hugh  A.  McPhail.  (See  Dougald 
McPhail,  son  of  Dougald). 

Edward  Cook  died  when  young,  leaving  no  issue. 

Josephine  Cook  was  married  to  -  Rigsdon,  died  young, 

leaving  no  issue 

Christian  Anna  Cook  was  born  Aug.  21,  1868  and  died  July  7, 
1910.  She  was  married  on  Oct.  26,  1887  to  John  Marshal 
Roberson  Williams,  born  April  21,  1862,  died  Mar.  1,  1906.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

Charlie  C.  Williams,  bom  Aug.  5,  1888,  died  Mar.  20,  1909 
Josiah  Williams,  bom  July  9,  1890 

Eddie  Clyde  Williams,  born  June  11,  1892,  died  Nov.  21,  1893 
Eddie  Cook  Williams,  bom  Apr.  28,  1894,  died  Sept.  1,  1919 
John  Franklin  Williams,  bom  Feb.  26,  1896,  died  June  25, 
1915 

Mary  Margaret  Williams,  born  June  2,  1897,  died  May  26, 

1898 

Thomas  Alexander  Williams,  born  Oct.  3,  1898,  died  June  11, 

1899 

Annie  Belle  Williams,  born  Aug.  30,  1900 
James  Curtis  Williams,  born  May  16,  1903 
Margaret  Williams  bom  Sept.  18,  1904,  died  Dec.  26,  1905 
Mary  Williams,  born  Sept.  18,  1904,  died  Oct.  6,  1904 

Christian  Anna  Cook  was  married  (2)  after  the  death  of  John 

Williams  to  -  Benson.  To  this  union  were  born  Janeva 

Benson,  born  Aug.  23,  1908,  died  Dec.  9,  1908;  and  Lena  Eliza¬ 
beth  Benson,  born  Oct.  5,  1909,  died  July  17,  1910. 

Annie  Belle  Williams  was  born  Aug.  30,  1900  and  on  Feb. 
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25,  1923,  was  married  to  Eliash  Vernon  Dawson,  who  was 
born  July  16,  1894.  They  are  parents  of: 

Annie  Christine  Dawson,  who  was  born  April  1,  1924,  and 
who  on  Jan.  10,  1943,  was  married  to  Harold  Stewart,  born 
March  5,  1924.  To  this  union  was  born  Nancy  Christine 
Stewart,  born  Dec.  3,  1944 

Annie  Christine  Dawson  was  married  (2)  to  Douglas 
Allen  Roberts  (born  June  19,  1924)  on  Mar.  17,  1950,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  twins: 

Michael  Douglas  Roberts,  bom  May  29,  1951 
Samuel  Allen  Roberts,  born  May  1951 

James  Curtis  Williams  was  born  May  16,  1903,  and  on  Oct. 
14,  1928,  married  Eunice  Pearl  McPhail  (bom  Mar.  10,  1903) 
daughter  of  Jasper  Bates  McPhail  and  Mary  Catherine  Ged- 
die,  daughter  of  Dougald  Alexander  Geddie,  son  of  William 
McPhail  Geddie.  See  James  Daniel  Geddie  II.  To  this  union 
were  born  James  McNeill  Williams,  bom  April  18,  1932,  who 
on  May  24,  1953,  married  Jeanette  Kent  Holmes,  bom  July 
5,  1932,  the  parents  of  Mary  Jeanette  Williams,  bom  Nov. 
19,  1958;  and  Jasper  Caleb  Williams,  bom  Aug.  20,  1930. 
James  McNeill  “Mac”  Williams  is  a  school  teacher,  principal 
of  Eastover  Elemental^  School,  Cumberland  County  N.  C., 
and  was  instrumental  in  gathering  extensive  information  on 
his  section  of  the  family,  which  includes  both  Geddies  and 
McPhails. 

Dougald  McPhail,  son  of  Daniel  McPhail,  married  Haley  Cook, 
and  to  this  union  were  born: 

James  David  McPhail 
Dougald  McPhail 
Addison  McPhail 

Elizabeth  McPhail  married  Daniel  Geddie,  son  of  “Big  John” 
Geddie. 

John  McPhail,  son  of  Dougald  McPhail  (who  came  from  Scotland) 
was  born  June  8,  1799  and  died  July  12,  1882.  He  married  Mary 
Baker  who  was  born  Aug.  22,  1801,  and  who  died  May  18,  1855.  To 
this  union  were  born: 

Sarah  Jane  McPhail,  bom  Feb.  27,  1839,  no  issue. 

Mary  McPhail,  born  Aug:.  22,  1834,  died  July  19,  1885 
William  Clark  McPhail,  born  July  23,  1831,  died  Dec.  11,  1885 
Isabella  McPhail,  bom  Nov.  14,  1828,  died  Dec.  10,  1896 
Elizabeth  McPhail 

Mary  McPhail  was  married  to  L.  M.  Bunce 
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Isabella  McPhail  was  married  to - Baker,  no  issue. 

William  Clark  McPhail  married  Virginia  Carolina  Williford,  born 
Nov.  26,  1842,  died  April  12,  1931.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Julius  R.  McPhail,  born  July  18,  1873,  died  April  28,  1902 
Spurgeon  Clark  McPhail  was  born  Dec.  25,  1884,  died  Dec.  23, 
1940 

Robert  P.  McPhail,  b.  April  4,  1876,  died  Feb.  2,  1897 
James  J.  McPhail  was  born  Nov.  6,  1878,  died  April  9,  1901 
William  A.  McPhail  was  born  Mar.  25,  1868,  died  April  8,  1925 
John  Franklin  McPhail  was  born  April  10,  1866,  (d) 

Jasper  Bates  McPhail  born  Jan.  30,  1871,  died  Feb.  14,  1949 
Usher  D.  McPhail  died  August  1957. 

The  writer  has  no  information  on  the  families  of  Julius  R., 
Spurgeon  Clark,  Robert  P.,  James  J.,  and  Usher  D.  McPhail 

Jasper  Bates  McPhail  married  Mary  Catherine  Geddie.  For 
the  family  see  Geddie  genealogy  (James  Daniel  II,  Wm.  Mc¬ 
Phail  Geddie,  Dougald  Alexander  Geddie,  Mary  Catherine 
Geddie) 

William  A.  McPhail  was  born  March  25,  1868,  and  died  April 
8,  1925.  He  married  Murtis  Beard,  and  to  this  marriage  were 
born:  Blanche  McPhail,  who  married  Golen  Putnam,  and 
Kessler  McPhail,  who  married  — : —  Chassom. 

John  Franklin  McPhail  is  responsible,  in  large  measure,  for 
most  of  the  genealogical  information  obtained  by  the  writer 
on  the  McPhail  families,  particularly  those  of  North  Carolina. 
He  married  Margaret  Blue,  and  to  this  union  were  born: 

John  Franklin  McPhail 
Robert  Jasper  McPhail 
Flora  McPhail 
Lois  McPhail 

William  Malcolm  McPhail 

James  Hoke  McPhail  (who  favors  Hugh  McPhail  of  Texas) 

Flora  McPhail  was  married  to  Harry  Logan,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  James,  Dorothy  and  Catherine  Logan. 

Lois  McPhail  was  married  to  Melvin  Dewar,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Evelyn  and  Melvin  Dewar,  Jr. 

William  Malcolm  McPhail  married  Ruby  Flinchum,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  William  McPhail,  Jr.,  and  Sue  McPhail. 

James  McPhail  was  the  son  of  Dougald  McPhail  (from  Scotland). 
The  writer  has  no  information  on  him,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that 
he  must  have  died  while  young. 
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Dougald  McPhail,  son  of  Dougald  McPhail  (who  came  from  Scot¬ 
land)  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1866.  He  married  Kath¬ 
erine  Taylor.  To  this  union  were  born: 

Nancy  T.  “Agnes”  McPhail,  born  May  2,  1834,  and  died  May  8, 
1881 

Margaret  Isabella  McPhail,  bom  Nov.  19,  1831,  and  died  Mar.  13, 
1893 

William  James  McPhail,  born  Jan.  7,  1828,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1896 

William  James  McPhail  is  the  only  member  of  this  family  with 
issue.  He  married  Margaret  E.  Geddie,  daughter  of  William 
McPhail  Geddie.  For  members  of  this  family  see  Geddie  Geneal¬ 
ogy:  Margaret  Elizabeth  Geddie,  dau.  William  McPhail  Geddie, 
son  of  James  Daniel  II,  son  of  James  Daniel  I,  who  came  from 
Scotland). 

Robert  McPhaid  was  born  1801,  and  was  the  twin  of  the  above 
Dougald  Geddie.  He  died  Jan.  8,  1880. 

William  McPhail,  was  the  son  of  Dougald  McPhail  (from  Scotland), 
and  married  Mary  Landoman.  He  went  from  North  Carolina  to 
Missouri.  They  were  the  parents  of  Mary  Isabella  McPhail,  who 

married  -  Dodson,  and  Nancy  J.  McPhail,  who  married  - 

Ketchum. 

Agnes  “Nancy”  McPhail  was  bora  Dec.  26,  1808,  and  died  June  4, 
1851.  She  was  married  to  William  McPhail  Geddie.  For  members 
of  the  family,  see  Geddie  Genealogy,  William  McPhail  Geddie, 
son  of  James  Daniel  Geddie  H.  If  it  were  not  for  the  closeness  of 
feeling  between  Agnes  and  her  sister,  Mary  Margaret,  who  mar¬ 
ried  William  McPhail  Geddie’s  first  cousin,  James  Alexander  Ged¬ 
die,  much  of  this  history  and  genealogy  of  the  Geddie  and  McPhail 
families  could  not  have  been  written.  Because  of  this  closeness, 
Mary  Margaret  wrote  many  letters,  which  were  preserved  by 
Thomas  A.  Geddie,  son  of  Wm.  McPhail  Geddie,  and  Lela  Geddie  and 
Mary  Beard,  daughters  of  Thomas  A.  They  graciously  loaned  the 
letters  to  the  writer  for  a  period  exceeding,  at  this  writing,  10  years, 
to  study,  to  analyse,  to  help  in  straightening  out  the  tangle  of 
relationships. 

NOTE  TO  READER:  In  any  work  of  this  type,  typographical 
and  other  errors  are  very  likely  to  occur.  Although  the  manuscript 
and  proofs  were  thoroughly  read,  there  are  possibly  still  errors  that 
have  gone  undetected.  If  an  error  is  noted  by  the  reader,  please  write 
and  list  the  error,  together  with  correction,  to  the  address  listed  on 
the  title  page  of  this  book. 
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Keep  A  Record  of  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  here: 

And  notify:  Jack  Geddie 

7500  Oxley  Dr. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  U.  S.  A. 


